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The Big Storm: 20 Years Ago
Seaway Hollow or the Resort. Gene LeRoy had to cut more than 100 trees just
to get out of his driveway.
And it was cold. Winds were measured in excess of 100 miles per hour
(in Anacortes—no anemometer on
Guemes survived) at 18 degrees F. Anacortes disappeared to the south, blocked
not from snowfall but from wind-torn
waves flinging a curtain of salty ice crystals into the air.
There is no accurate count but it is
(continued on page 4)

John McLeod’s trailer on Hideaway Lane didn’t stand a chance. Fortunately, no one was inside at the time. Despite island-wide damage no fatalities or serious injuries were reported.

By Win Anderson
To say it came “roaring in like a
freight train” gives freight trains far
more status than they deserve.
The Great Ice Storm of December
28, 1990 was more like a fleet of jetpropelled bulldozers, screaming in from
the frigid north with no mercy.
The trouble started a month earlier when heavy November rains saturated the thin island topsoil. It froze then
thawed, setting up the woodland tragedy. The first sign of trouble came from
Bellingham shortly after Christmas,
where some damage and power outages were reported due to the arrival of an
unusually cold winter windstorm. It was
moving in our direction.
It turns out Bellingham got off easy. So
did Fidalgo Island. And Cypress Island.

Skagit County Public Works Director and West Shore resident Mark Spahr
said the frozen gift from the north hit
Guemes Island harder than any other
place in the county.
Oddly, one of the effects most remembered by residents was the smell—
the “overwhelming odor of woody saps
and resins” that permeated parts of the
island coming from the tumbled masses of broken branches and splintered
trees. In an interview with the Anacortes
American, Max Benjamin described the
sensation as inhaling the smell of “the
lifeblood of trees running out.”
The first Guemes power outage was
reported at 5:00 a.m. It was out for up
to two weeks in places. Roads were covered in up to 10 feet of fallen forest. It
took a week to get vehicles in or out of

Dean Townsend’s chainsaw was put to the
test as the building contractor worked to
clear roads. Townsend had a contract with
the county at the time to open emergency
road closures—normally not more than a
couple of trees.
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Letters
A give-and-take spirit

Dear editors,
I was pleased that you discussed
“atheists night out” in your last issue,
and I celebrate that this opportunity for
“free thinkers” exists on our wonderfully diverse island. However, I would not
want anyone to conclude it was the only
place here where no-holds-barred discussions take place and where one can
express one’s thoughts on any subject,
spiritual or otherwise, in an accepting
and nonjudgmental environment. The
Guemes Community Church is also
such a place.
We descend from a band of dissenters (the Puritans) who wanted to “purify” an ossified church structure, some of
whom even migrated to the New World
in order to gain free expression of their
beliefs (the Pilgrims).
The democratic give-and-take spirit is alive and well in our local incarnation of this skeptical and questioning tradition. And if you ever attend
a class, after-service discussion, or any
other church gathering, you will find a
somewhat rowdy bunch of independent
thinkers willing to question any practice
or belief and attack any sacred cow with
rapiers of intellect and wit.
We welcome you to come and experience it for yourself.
—Bob Anderson

Tide to Share Historical
Society’s Nonprofit Status

The speed of dark

Pondering Jeff Gent’s bulletin-board
question “What’s the speed of dark?” I
turned to www.sunrisesunset.com.
For 11 days last June (16-26) we
(Anacortes) enjoyed 16:07 hours of daylight. On June 23 we actually added one
minute at sunset (9:16 p.m.) to mark
our longest day (16:08).
The march toward dark began on
June 24 and accelerated to September
26, our actual equinox (12 hours). In
July we barely noticed 57 fewer daylight
minutes, but the next few months are
the real bullies. Following are the numbers of minutes we lose each week.
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

-19
-24
-24
-22
-13

-21
-25
-25
-21
-8

-23
-25
-24
-19
-6

-23
-24 -26
-23
-16
-0
+3

In December the speed of dark slows
considerably. We have a mere 8:18
hours of daylight for nine days (1826). We gain our first precious minute
of daylight on December 27 and by the
end of January can bask in an extra 63
minutes. Of those January minutes, 21
are gained at sunrise and 42 at sunset as
the march out of darkness accelerates.
The answer to Jeff’s question: the
speed of dark is 23-25 minutes a week.
—Sally Stapp

Dear readers . . .
Watch your expiration date—
and renew!

As the Tide nears a year of publication,
many one-year subscriptions are about to
expire. In this issue you’ll find a renewal
form and return envelope. We’d love to
have you renew!
Not sure whether it’s time yet? Check
your mailing label. The date of your last issue is listed—for instance, “Expires 2011.03”
means your subscription expires after the
March 2011 issue.

Save that envelope

If you aren’t renewing right now, set
aside the renewal form and envelope from

this issue. That’ll make it easy for you, and
for us, when you do renew.

Receiving the Tide at a different
address

Planning to be away from your primary
residence for an extended period? The Post
Office forwards mail for only 60 days. After
that, any Tide issues sent to your primary
residence will be returned to us, and we’ll
be charged 50 cents. So if you plan to be
away for longer than 60 days, please let us
know your temporary address and how
long you’ll be there, and we’ll mail the Tide
to you there.

As of this issue, The Guemes Tide is
officially published by the Guemes Island Historical Society, which recently was granted federal designation as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
However, there’s no change in how
the Tide’s content is created. All editorial decisions will continue to be made independently by our team of editors.
The move allows our all-volunteer
operation to reap the benefits of nonprofit status, such as tax-deductibility of
certain expenses. It also makes it simpler
to share archived materials with the Historical Society and to pursue our common interests in creating and maintaining a record of island life.
Subscriptions are $20 a year (10
issues). Send your mailing address and a
check made out to The Guemes Tide to: The
Guemes Tide, 7885 Guemes Island Road
#1, Anacortes, WA 98221.
The Guemes Tide (USPS #014-902) is
published monthly except in January and
August by the Guemes Island Historical
Society, Win Anderson, publisher, 7885
Guemes Island Road #1, Anacortes, WA
98221. Periodical postage paid at Anacortes,
Washington.
Contents © 2010 by The Guemes Tide
except as otherwise noted. Bylined articles
and attributed artwork are published by
permission, with all rights retained by their
creators. Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily those of the publisher. Unsolicited manuscripts and artwork dealing with
Guemes Island and its people are encouraged but may not be returned.
Business Manager: Juby Fouts
Calendar Editor: Sophie Dobra
Circulation Manager: Dyvon Havens
Community Editor: Holiday Matchett
Design and Production: Justin James
Editor Emeritus: Win Anderson
Editors: Judith Horton, Thea LaCross,
Edith Walden
Managing Editor: Nick Allison
Other Members of the Publishing Team:
Bob Anderson, Nanette Cardon, Karen
Everett, Blaine LaCross
Website: www.guemestide.org
You can reach us by e-mail at:
advertising@guemestide.org
editorial@guemestide.org
subscriptions@guemestide.org
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Guemes Tide, 7885 Guemes Island
Road #1, Anacortes, WA 98221-9560
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New Firefighters
Graduate

By Karen Everett
The crew from the Washington
Trail Association (WTA), in conjunction with other volunteers coordinated
through the Skagit Land Trust (SLT),
spent the weekend of November 20-21
on Guemes Mountain.
Despite bitter cold and high winds,
it wasn’t all work and no play: on Saturday night they “dug in” at the Resort,
where cabins were offered at a great discount for trail workers, and had dinner
and a music jam, including a rendition
of “Mountain Dew” from WTA trail
boss Pete Dewell on banjo.
They had reason to celebrate. After
four weekend work parties, the Guemes
Mountain Trail is almost two-thirds of
the way to the top, according to Dewell.
“We’re into the alder trees now, which
requires removal to make the trail, so it
will slow us down,” added Dewell.
The November work party consisted of 42 people over a two-day event.
Skagit Land Trust’s Michael Kirschenbaum estimates about 140 people have
volunteered so far.
While many of the same people
have worked all eight work parties, every workday is a separate event. In the
morning, Dewell and his co-leader Arlen Bogaards thoroughly cover the safe
use of each tool.
There are five more weekend work
parties scheduled (10 days total): December 18-19, January 22-23, and then

Olivia Snell and Justin James graduated November 12 from the rigorous
and demanding 12-week training course
at the Skagit County Recruit Academy.
They passed academy and state exams
to gain Firefighter 1 certification, and
can now fully participate as volunteer
MIKE TOROK

Trail Volunteers Enjoy
“Mountain Do”

one weekend each in February, March,
and May. “We should essentially finish the trail by March, with finishing
touches in May,” says Dewell. Those
touches include the gravel pullout on
South Shore Road and perhaps a bench
or two along the way. No picnic tables
are on the list, “to keep it as natural as
possible,” says SLT’s Kirschenbaum.
And it appears that dogs on-leash will
be allowed.
Islander Ian Woofenden helped
to arrange the quarters for volunteers
through the Resort’s Mark Linnemann.
Both men report that if they have anything to say about it, there will be another fun weekend in December, and
deep discounts for trail workers.
To sign up for work parties, e-mail
volunteer@skagitlandtrust.org or visit
www.wta.org and click on Volunteer/
Trail Work Parties.

NANCY WHITE

A WTA volunteer holds up an alder that
had been blocking the path.

James and Snell flank Chief Mike Stamper.

firefighters with the Guemes Island Fire
Department. At the awards ceremony,
Snell was nominated by her company
to join the elite Chief ’s Company for
her outstanding effort and participation
during the course.

Fire Levy Increased
Guemes Island fire commissioners
voted unanimously November 9 to increase the property tax levy for 2011 by
one percent. If property assessments remain at 2010 levels, the increase would
raise an additional $1,485.90 for the
fire department. Fire districts can automatically raise the levy each year by one
percent without further approval in order to keep up with increased costs.
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BIG STORM

(continued from page 1)
estimated that some 30 to 40 structures suffered total or major damage.
But there was good news. Fire Chief
Mike Murphy’s initial assessment reported that no one was killed or severely injured.
The damage to the forests was apparent for the next two years while
an estimated 2,400 loads of logs were
ferried off the island, an average of
more than three loads a day. Among
those was the 50-acre stand at the
Carl and Ann Cady place. Approximately one million board-feet of timber was blown down and harvested
there. According to Ann Cady, many
of the replanted seedlings are now
reaching 35 feet tall.
Some weeks after the storm, a
group of islanders held a vigil on the
beach, mourning the lost trees.

Typical of the situation
at many homes, this
was one of three massive firs blocking the
driveway at the Win
and Elaine Anderson
place on South Shore
Road on the morning
of December 28.

A gang of five mature
Douglas-fir trees teamed up
to destroy Joseph Miller’s
studio on No Name Road.
Although the brunt of
the storm blew out of the
northeast, leveling forests
in one direction, in some areas a tornado effect caused
a mad jumble. Examining
the damage are Fire Department training officer Carl
Meinzinger and an unidentified neighbor.

CERT Readies for Winter Emergencies
By Holiday Matchett

The Guemes Island Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
met at the Hall on Saturday, November
20, to prepare for the possibility of an
emergency on Guemes this coming
winter and spring. With the snowfall
the preceding night, the icy roads, and
the strong, cold wind, this preparation
seemed appropriately timed.
Fire Chief Mike Stamper called the
meeting after the weather prognostications of a La Niña winter this year.
More than 30 volunteers attended and
learned about updates in emergency
contact and protocol.
All islanders should be prepared for
72 hours of power outage, and possibly
up to two weeks, with sufficient water,
fuel, medicine, and food, emphasized
Chief Stamper.
CERT’s Gail Nicolls and Rob Schroder discussed preparations for on-island
emergency communications via both

phone and radio. Rob also stressed the
need for clean gasoline and fresh batteries for generators, as well as spare batteries for flashlights. He recommended LED
lanterns and “Snaplight” or “lightstick”
lights, which provide 12-hour use during
an emergency.
Chief Stamper noted that Puget
Sound Energy (PSE) has adopted a new
incident command system to prepare for
winter difficulties, but cautioned not to
expect an immediate response in case
of electricity loss. He asked residents to
call PSE if power problems develop and
to let the fire department know if repairs
seem to be taking an excessive amount
of time. He has direct access to PSE and
may be able to speed repairs.
Finally, Stamper urged residents
on the shorelines to heed all warnings
of storm-surge waves or “storm tides.”
Houses built near sea level on the beach
may be more susceptible to flooding
than in a normal year.
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Ferry Committee Tackles Tough Issues at Public Meeting
By Win Anderson and Judith Horton
Reducing a $100,000-plus shortfall
in Guemes ferry revenue and the ongoing issue of not “cleaning up” ferry
lines, especially at the end of the day,
drew the most public comment at the
fourth-quarter Ferry Committee public
meeting on November 21 at the Hall.
Committee member Glen Veal
chaired the meeting, his gentlemanly
manner and diplomatic skill keeping
things amiable and on track. The ensuing discussions made it clear that he
and the other committee members—
Carl Cady, Allen Bush Jr., Dyvon Havens, and Steve Orsini—have an indepth understanding of the complex
issues involving the ferry. Also present were County Commissioner Ron
Wesen, Public Works Director Henry
Hash, and (then-interim) ferry manager
Rachel Beck.

weekday evening runs was initiated.
The Ferry Committee contends
that the inability of current ferry fares
to meet this goal is largely due to the
$200,000 additional expense of these
added runs, coupled with unusually
large maintenance expenses over the last
four years. The Ferry Committee posed
a question: is the current fare recovery
model fair? The ferry work plan for this
year calls for the county commissioners
to further examine this model.
Committee members also pointed
out that four years ago, when the fares
increased significantly, the resulting revenue did not meet expectations because
fewer islanders used their cars. Raising
fares again might have the same outcome, and, as Al Bush Sr. pointed out,
would also increase parking problems
on both sides of the channel.

Proposed fare increase

The Ferry Committee’s suggestions
to reduce costs include:
• Renegotiating the crew’s contract,
possibly eliminating guaranteed hours
• Making the ferry manager and mechanic positions half-time
• Reducing the hours of operation

Outage issues

Beck assured the audience that every
effort is being made to make the March
28 to May 22 car-ferry outage as painless as possible for island residents.
She said that federal ADA guidelines
are written into the proposed contract
for the walk-on boat. Also, since passenger fares will be eliminated during the
(continued on page 10)

Beck Named Ferry Manager

By Win Anderson
With removal of the word “interim,” Captain Rachel Beck
is now officially the first woman to hold the title of Skagit
County Ferry Division Manager. Public Works Director Henry
Hash announced the promotion on November 22.
Beck was appointed to the temporary position last
May upon the resignation of Ron Panzero. That put her in
the challenging position of learning a new job as the most
ambitious array of ferry-system capital improvements in a
quarter-century was ramping up. Most observers feel she
has met the demands of the job with aplomb.
Beck has worked in the maritime industry for nearly 15
years, four of them on the M/V Guemes. While earning her
100-ton Near Coastal license, she held a number of varying
positions on charter yachts and small cruise ships up and down the Pacific Coast.
She has appeared on Guemes for several meetings and takes pride in listening to
the concerns of islanders while maintaining a firm respect for the technical demands of
the job—particularly the safety of the public and crew.
“Keep your questions coming,” she said at the meeting. “I welcome your phone calls,
office visits, and comments any time.” Beck can be reached at 333-1496 or rachelb@
co.skagit.wa.us.

WIN ANDERSON

In response to the shortfall, the
county commissioners have proposed
raising fares by about 25 percent (the
first across-the-board increase in four
years) and wanted to implement the
new rates January 1. The Committee
has urged the commissioners to consider cutting costs instead and have offered
some suggestions. Supported by Hash
and Beck, they also asked that any increase wait until at least next May.
One important issue addressed by
the Ferry Committee was the model used to calculate the shortage. According to Carl Cady, the committee’s
financial-analysis expert, under the old
“bridge recovery model”—that ferry
fares should cover costs that are “in excess of the normal costs of maintaining
a bridge”—the ferry was meeting the
target pretty consistently. But in 2004,
when the fourth crew member was added, “things started to slip,” he said.
In 2006, then-Public Works Director Jim Voetberg instituted a new fare
recovery model, under which rider revenue is to meet 65 percent of all the ferry’s operating costs averaged from the
past five years. That was also the year
the “temporary trial period” for extra

Reducing costs

during weekdays
• Making frequent-user passes nontransferable
• Scheduling a three-person crew yearround.
Suggestions that came from islanders
who attended include time-of-day pricing, such as adding a surcharge to runs
after 6:30 p.m. on weekdays, and offering the crew compensatory time instead
of overtime for extended shifts.
The question of running the ferry
“on demand” to clean up long lines was
also raised (again). The decision to rigidly adhere to the printed schedule “takes
away flexibility and efficiency,” said Ferry Committee member Steve Orsini.
Later in the meeting, Commissioner
Wesen agreed.
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Community Update
Spooky Fun at the Hall

Ghosts and scary creatures rubbed shoulders with
fairy princesses and Star
Wars heroes at the wellattended annual Guemes
Halloween Party on October 30. The planning
was spearheaded by Hallie
Freeman, 13, who used her
years of experience as a party participant to transform
the Hall into a spookily festive scene.
The youngest islanders flocked to the venerable Fishing Pond booth,
Emily Bush waits for the Cake Walk music to start.
much patched and repainted
but still magically producing
tiny mystery gifts at the end of every fishing line. Older spooks and princesses got a
turn onstage during the Costume Show, where their costumes were noisily admired
by the crowd. Dozens of donated cupcakes walked away from the Cake Walk. And,
thanks to contributions from many islanders, partygoers could easily exceed their
Recommended Daily Allowance of treats and candy.

Christmas Bird Count
This is the 111th year for the
annual Christmas Bird Count,
sponsored by the National Audubon
Society. Each year thousands of volunteers all across the United States
and in many other countries count
species and individual birds within
designated 15-mile “count circles.”
In this area, the count circle
centers near Padilla Bay. Skagit
Audubon Society organizes this
count, recruiting birders to work
in teams in the 16 subareas of the
circle. Much of Guemes falls within the count circle, and a team will be counting
here on January 2. If you’d like to participate, please contact Tim Manns at 336-8753
or bctm@fidalgo.net no later than December 27. Participants will need binoculars
and should be prepared to spend at least half the day (the count will probably go
from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. or longer).
Audubon and other organizations use data collected in this longest-running
wildlife census to assess the health of bird populations in order to help guide
conservation action. See http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count for more
information. To learn more about Skagit Audubon Society, see www.skagitaudubon.

Chamber Concert
Series Resumes
The third annual holiday concert organized by violist Karie Prescott brings
chamber music and traditional holiday pieces to
the Hall on
December 23.
Prescott, who
performs with
a number of
orchestras as
well as doing
studio recording and teachViolist Karie Prescott and ing in the Los
friends return to the Hall Angeles area,
is the daughter
December 23.
of Jacquie and
Bob Prescott and a part-time Guemes
resident. This concert will feature the
same group of longtime friends and colleagues she brought together for a summer chamber program in July.
The program begins at 6:30 p.m. in
order to give visiting concertgoers time
to catch the last ferry. Tickets ($20) are
available at the Store, or through Bob,
Jacquie, or Jon Prescott.

Guemes Artists’
Work on Display in
Anacortes
A show of four Guemes artists
opens at the Anchor Art Space at 216
Commercial Avenue in Anacortes on
December 3 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
The show runs through January 1,
with gallery hours 11:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Thusday through Sunday. Featured are Tom Lindsey, Patty Klamser,
Sue Roberts, and Allen Moe.
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Dances of
Universal Peace
On November 14, 25 islanders joined
in meditative
movement and
chants guided by teachers
from Dances of Universal Peace (DUP). Anne
Casperson, who organized the event,
said these uplifting dances are made up
of simple steps and chants, with drum
and guitar accompaniment. Dances
and chants are drawn from, and honor,
spiritual traditions from around the
world.
More information about DUP
is available on their website, www.
dancesofuniversalpeacena.org. If you’d
be interested in coming to another
DUP on the island, Anne would love
to hear from you at 293-9469.

Walk That Hall!
The Hall Walkers is a new Guemes
group open to anyone who wants to
walk laps for an hour in a safe, sheltered, flat space. The group meets
Thursdays from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.
so that participants can go from the
Hall to the Gathering lunch following
their exercise routine.
Contact Sandy Warmouth at 2933718 for more information.

7

Small Business Owners
Share Their Stories

Holiday Bazaar a Success
Nancy White (left) shows scarves
to Sally Smith at the Holiday Bazaar,
which raised $1,591 for the Guemes Island Historical Society on November
27. Jane Read won the raffle and donated her proceeds back to the society.

The Gathering Lunch
The Gathering lunches have been
well attended this fall, averaging 36 satisfied diners per week. In December the
cooks will be serving on the 2nd and
9th and will then take a break for the
holiday season. Lunches will resume
on Thursday, January 13. The hostess
schedule for the new year will be posted
at the Community Center, Church Fellowship Hall, and ferry landing.
If you enjoy people and cooking
and are interested in being a part of this
great group of islanders, contact Lorraine Francis at 293-8364 to volunteer
your help.

Holiday Dinner to Offer Food and Festivities
This year’s Island Holiday Dinner is co-hosted by all the Island organizations: Community Center, CERT, Guemes Connects, Community Church,
Ferry Committee, Fire Department, Historical Society, Library, and GIPOA. It
will be held on Saturday, December 11, at the Hall. Last year’s festive event was
attended by 150 people.
The evening begins at 4:00 p.m. with activities for children, led by Kathy
Finks, and visiting time for adults. Dinner will be served from 5:00 to 6:30
p.m. Turkey, ham, potatoes, gravy, and beverages will be provided by the
Church and Guemes Connects. Those attending are asked to bring a potluck
contribution of veggies or other side dish, bread, or dessert.
Betty Curtis will again play the piano for a singalong, and there will also
be music performed by other islanders. Those needing help with transportation can arrange for a ride from Guemes Connects by calling Susan Rombeek,
293-0777, or Anne Passarelli, 299-2549. There are lots of jobs to be done, so if
you’d like to help, contact Ann Cady at 299-0595 or anncady@att.net.

On Tuesday, November 16, the
Soup Supper presentation was a panel
of Guemes business owners who shared
their reasons for—and frustrations
with—running a business from the island. Participants included Charlotte
Clifton, co-owner and manager of Anderson’s General Store; Adam Mimnaugh, owner of Mimnaugh Excavation; and Thea LaCross, co-owner of
Premier Real Estate Images, a real-estate
photography company. All three agreed
that Internet connections and cell
phones help make it possible to manage
their enterprises.
The three also share the frustration
of extended ferry outages, especially
Clifton and Mimnaugh. For Clifton, it
makes delivery of supplies to the Store
complicated and expensive. Mimnaugh
has a similar problem in getting large
equipment on and off the island and
obtaining needed materials.
All these entrepreneurs moved to
Guemes because they fell in love with
it or had spent portions of their youth
here. Both Clifton and LaCross have
three generations of family living on
the island.

Soup Supper Schedule
The Soup Supper schedule for December and January had not been finalized at press time. Here is what’s planned,
so watch the chalkboard by the ferry for
more information.
December 7: Susan Rombeek, “Sinterklaas, a Dutch Winter Tradition”
December 14: Sue Libby from Skagit
Transit shares tips for navigating around
the county by bus (how to get to the train
station, etc.), and participants will vote
about meeting on the 28th.
The only scheduled speaker so far for
January is on the 11th; Dr. Kathleen Davis
will talk about the serious health issues
facing women in Africa, where she has
worked for many years.
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Pastor Passes the Torch
By Bob Anderson
At the Guemes Island Community Church on
Sunday, November 7, instead of a sermon, incoming permanent pastor Martha Kline and outgoing
interim pastor Joan Henjum interviewed each other
about their spiritual journeys. What was surprising was not their differences, but their similarities.
Both have rich and varied life experiences, some of
the same educational influences, and even many
“crossed paths.”
Church members and other islanders held a going-away party for Henjum in true Guemes style
on Saturday evening, November 13. This included
a well-planned and executed program—a “roast”
for Joan, but in a kind and fun way. Highlights included Ron Knowles, with his deep thundering
voice, playing God; Anne Jackets impersonating
Joan in the pulpit “to a T”; the Henjum clan (Joan,
her husband, and her daughter) performing a rap
on Guemes life; and the What Four Singers (Anne
Casperson, David Slabaugh, Don Passarelli, and
Gary Curtis, with Betty Curtis at the piano). While
funny, the Roast was also a comment on Joan’s gentle ability to move us into new spaces on our spiritual journeys and to surprise us regularly.
Martha Kline officially began her work as our
half-time permanent pastor on November 15 and
conducted her first service on Sunday, November
21. She encourages islanders to contact her with
their concerns. She and Charlie are living at 4837
Guemes Island Road. You can reach her at 5886234 or klinecook@yahoo.com. She plans to be at
the church office Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. before
the Women’s Fellowship meets for quilting and visiting, and she hopes all islanders will drop by to
meet her.





DYVON HAVENS
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Joan (left) and Martha engage in a “dialogue sermon” on November 7.

A letter from Joan Henjum
To the people of Guemes Island:
Thank you all for your hospitality towards me during the past
year and a half, during which I served as pastor of the Guemes
Community Church. Through Soup Supper as well as a variety of
other island events, I had the opportunity to meet many of you
and enjoy, beyond the Church, the unique flavor and people of
this community.
Part of my work with the Church community was to explore
the conversation our culture is having about being “spiritual but
not religious.” As the church experimented with different approaches to worship, study, and our life together, we saw that we
are interested in welcoming back the spirit and the spiritual. The
Guemes Church has had some great conversations and new experiences, and has seen its life together in some new ways. What has
emerged is the possibility of being “spiritual and religious.”
There could not be a better person to carry all this forward
than Martha Kline, the new pastor. She is smart and, even better,
wise. She is caring and faithful.
I pray for Martha, her husband, Charlie, and all of you that you
enjoy your lives and the ways you share your life, and that you
experience the presence of the sacred.
—Joan Henjum
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How Guemes Voted
Here, according to Skagit County’s
certified results, is how Guemes residents voted in the November 2 elections. (Strictly speaking, these results
also include Cypress, Strawberry, Sinclair, Vendovi, Jack, Huckleberry, Saddlebag, and Hat islands.)
Statewide

Whether you live here or you’re in from out of
town, there’s nothing quite like spending the day
on Guemes Island.
Be sure to stop
by and
have a
delicious
meal with us
here at
Anderson’s
General
Store!
And don’t
forget to browse
our assortment
of local foods
and products!

Initiative Measure 1053
Yes: 235 (46.81%)
No: 267 (53.19%)
Initiative Measure 1082
Yes: 153 (31.48%)
No: 333 (68.52%)
Initiative Measure 1098
Yes: 278 (54.51%)
No: 232 (45.49%)
Initiative Measure 1100
Yes: 206 (40.79%)
No: 299 (59.21%)
Initiative Measure 1105
Yes: 159 (31.61%)
No: 344 (68.39%)
Initiative Measure 1107
Yes: 210 (41.50%)
No: 296 (58.50%)
Referendum Bill 52
Approved: 311 (62.32%)
Rejected: 188 (37.68%)
Senate Joint Resolution 8225
Approved: 237 (53.02%)
Rejected: 210 (46.98%)
House Joint Resolution 4220
Approved: 380 (76.15%)
Rejected: 119 (23.85%)

open 7 days
m-f 8-7
sat 8-8
sun 8-7
293-4548

FERRY COMMITTEE

Lovely Guemes Island

gn
oop Desi
Doublesc

www.Guemes
IslandStore.com

proudly serving
Guemes since 1998

(continued from page 5)
outage, the crew will be freed up to provide more assistance when needed.
Other concerns addressed by Beck:
• Options for ambulance service, garbage pickup, and deliveries of propane,
gasoline, and groceries are still being
worked out.
• The trip to Cap Sante Marina takes
about 25 minutes. Contrary to rumors,
there will be no parking fees.
• The federal money for this huge
project covers public passenger service only; there is no money to provide
transport for personal vehicles.
• The contracts have not yet been
awarded for dock construction or the
alternate passenger boat.
Beck told residents that everyone

National

U.S. Senator
Patty Murray: 340 (67.19%)
Dino Rossi: 166 (32.81%)
U.S. Representative, Congressional
District 2
John Koster: 165 (32.8%)
Rick Larsen: 338 (67.2%)
State Representative Pos. 1, Legislative
District 40
Kristine Lytton: 340 (69.82%)
Mike Newman: 147 (30.18%)
State Representative Pos. 2, Legislative
District 40
Jeff Morris: 340 (69.67%)
John Swapp: 148 (30.33%)

Skagit County

Assessor
Don Munks: 144 (29.03%)
Steven Omdal: 352 (70.97%)
Commissioner #3
Sharon D. Dillon: 337 (67.94%)
Mike Anderson: 159 (32.06%)
Coroner
Ken Clark: 138 (29.74%)
Daniel Dempsey: 326 (70.26%)
Sheriff
Will Reichardt: 388 (79.51%)
Herb Oberg: 100 (20.49%)
Supreme Court Justice Position 6
Richard B. Sanders: 135 (37.29%)
Charlie Wiggins: 227 (62.71%)
Skagit PUD District Commissioner 3
Jones Atterberry: 111 (32.27%)
James (Jim) Cook: 233 (67.73%)

will receive updates on all ferry matters
through the next newsletter, which will
be mailed on January 21. She also urged
islanders to keep e-mails, letters, and
phone calls coming, saying the feedback
is very useful.
Closing out the meeting, Director
Hash thanked the Ferry Committee and
the audience for the opportunity to hear
islanders’ concerns and assured residents
of his openness to suggestions.
Note: The Ferry Committee will have
a position open in early 2011, with the retirement of Dyvon Havens. Nominations
will be taken at the committee’s January
meeting (date TBD). Donations for the
$400 cost of the election are also welcome;
send checks to GIFC, 7885 Guemes Island
Road #6, Anacortes, WA 98221.
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Community Projects Need YOU
By Jan Ebersole and Gary Curtis
The Decoration Committee of the Community Center Association has been
meeting on a regular basis and is finally ready to put the finishing touches on our
grand old Hall. Volunteers are needed to sand and stain the hall trim that has been
fashioned from wood donated by Jim Morrison. Larry Pyke and Michael Herrboldt
have both submitted bids to install the trim and wainscoting once the wood has
been prepared. Volunteers are also needed to provide snacks for the work parties.
If you are able to help, call Jan Ebersole, 299-4322, or Harry Finks, 588-9192,
and give the times you are available: weekdays any time, including evenings, and/
or Saturdays. Many volunteers are needed as it is a big job. To help with the handwork, all you need to do is show up in your grubbies. All work will be at the Hall,
equipment is furnished, and instruction and assistance will be available.
In another community project, the Church has joined with Guemes Connects
to take the next step in completing the kitchen remodeling work. There is a need
for more (and better) oven capacity, and the cooks for the Gathering lunches have
recommended installing a double oven on the north wall of the kitchen to replace
the small existing stove and oven, which is inadequate. This stove is not needed as
there is ample cooktop capacity with the new large gas stove. The north wall cabinets will be rebuilt to accommodate the new ovens and a proper hand-washing sink.
The Church congregation voted to advance $5,000 towards finishing this new
project, and Guemes Connects will provide the funds for the ovens. That means we
need to raise about $3,500. We are inviting Church members and the community
at large to help support this effort. Checks written to the Guemes Island Community Church before the end of the year will help your tax deductions come April.
Designate “Double Ovens” so that we can tally our progress towards this new goal.
Pledges are welcome as well.
If you have enjoyed the Thursday lunches put on for the Gathering at the
Church, you will probably agree that whatever the Guemes Connects cooks want,
we should provide!

JUDITH HORTON

Winter Store Hours

Fisher Ordered to
Pay Restitution

At a Skagit County Superior Court
hearing November 17, Judge Susan
Cook accepted an order requiring Anthony Fisher to pay $2,846.44 in restitution for striking Zeedie Collins with
his vehicle last year. The funds both reimburse Collins for certain expenses
Anderson’s General Store will imand reimburse the state crime victims
plement winter hours from January 4
compensation program for money it has
through March 22.They will be closed
paid on her behalf.
Tuesdays but otherwise will be open
Fisher was earlier convicted for ve8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Sunday through
hicular assault for the incident and senThursday and 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on tenced to six months in jail. He has
Friday and Saturday. According to man- also been ordered to pay $1,000 to the
ager Charlotte Clifton, the Tuesday cloWashington State Patrol for emergency
sures will allow for minor renovation and response expenses and $1,175 for other
computer upgrades. The store will refinancial legal obligations such as crime
open seven days a week before the ferry
lab fees and DNA testing. He remains
outage (March 28 through May 22).
free while he appeals his case.
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Give the Gift of
Guemes News!
Guemes Tide subscriptions make great
holiday gifts. A year’s subscription (10
issues) is just $20. Send us a check and
the recipient’s name and address (our address is on page 2). You can download a
gift card from www.guemestide.org

Birthdays
(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)
William Prewitt turns 2 on December 1.
Blake Prescott turns 14 on December 3.
Joe Farina turns 90 on December 4.
Hannah Lenander turns 2 on
December 5.
Ivy Gwost turns 18 on December 9.
Dale LaCross turns 85 on December 14.
On December 25, Eddie Clarke turns 10,
and Henry and Nathan Hock turn 16.
Agnes Ashback turns 90 on
December 30.
Maeve McCracken turns 13 on
January 11.
Grace Rydberg turns 96 on January 13.
Sophia McCracken turns 7 on
January 16.
Stella Tsitsiragos turns 14 on January 18.
Jacob Lyons turns 17 on January 21.
Charlie Funk turns 10 on January 25.

Search for me on
Facebook under:

Winter 2010

FOR SALE ON GUEMES ISLAND

$484,000
4380 Salmon Run Rd
View home with
great beach access

$339,000
7623 Holiday Blvd
Surrounded by community
beach & green belt

Guemes Residential Island Sales

$479,000
5284 West Shore Rd
180º views plus good
beach access

8

Lowest Sale

$270,000

Highest Sale

$775,000

Median Price

$415,000

Average Price

$435,750

Average Days on the Market

230

SOLD by Karen Everett

5426 Guemes Island Rd
Represented Buyers
Mike & Tory Hascak
List Price:$650 Sold: $475

$3,500,000
5002 Lewis Lane
70-acre homestead

2010

Number of Transactions

6365 South Shore Rd
Represented Buyers
Keith & Mary Ligon
List Price:$449 Sold: $330

$275,000
7404 Holiday Blvd
Partial views, lowest
price on Guemes

Guemes
Island

5902 Section Ave
Represented Sellers
Dick & Alice Hein
List Price:$445 Sold: $430

7388 Guemes Place
Represented Buyers
Tom & Pat White
List Price:$430 Sold: $400

The real estate market has always been cyclical but for many
younger home owners this is the first down turn that they have
experienced and no doubt it is a doozy! Real estate has always
been a great long term investment, and if you want to create wealth
you need to buy low or buy when the interest rates are low. We have
a unique opportunity right now as BOTH of these are available.
We now have low prices and low interest rates, which is an
unprecedented opportunity!
According to the National Association of REALTORS® in 2007
home buyers spent 21.7% of their income for their mortgage
payment with interest rates at 6.52%. In August 2010 (the last month
in which numbers where available) the average 30 year fixed was
4.76% and home buyers spent only 14.9% of income on house
payments. This is allowing more home ownership which is helping to
bring us out of this housing slump.
How do you know the exact nanosecond that the market hit
bottom? It depends on the price range, product, and area but in
many market segments we have already reached a balanced market
(6 months of inventory). Home prices will most likely not rise in 2011,
but if you wait to purchase you will miss the opportunity to take
advantage of this great selection of inventory and incredibly low
interest rates.
This is also an excellent time to invest in rental properties. Let us
help you select the property that is the best for both appreciation and
for rental income. We have leased all of our current rental properties
and we have tenants looking to rent. Timing is everything!
E-mail me at karenguemes@gmail.com with any questions you
may have.

www.GuemesIslandExpert.com
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Tips From Guemes Gardeners

JUSTIN JAMES

Master Gardener Becky Stinson is an advocate for “Clean Local Food.”

Richard Houghton
Richard has been gardening and
growing fruit trees on Guemes for almost 30 years and started his Magic
Earth Landscapes business here 26 years
ago. An advocate of sustainable and organic approaches to gardening, Richard
“brews” compost tea for his own plants
and those of his customers. You can
reach him at 202-0200 or by e-mail at
richardhoughton@earthlink.net.
What needs cutting back during
these months? Any tips regarding specific plants?
Richard: December is the time to

clean up dead perennials and grasses, including bamboo. If you
don’t do it now, it won’t
be long before the new
shoots start pushing up
through the old, which
makes it much harder to
cut things back without
damage. Don’t prune hydrangeas and roses until March. If we get a
warm spell in February
it will stimulate tender
new growth before the
Richard Houghton’s Magic Earth Compost Teas have enriched
last hard freeze. While
it won’t hurt rhododen- many a Guemes garden.
drons to prune them now, unless you
lead to rot and/or disease. I wait until
wait until after they bloom you probathe end of February, when we get a coubly won’t get any flowers next season.
ple of nice, warm days.
Becky: I don’t cut back anything that
can provide food or shelter during winHow about composting over the
ter. Birds eat seed heads, and beneficial
course of the winter?
predator-insects overwinter in the holRichard: Composting slows to a halt
low stems of many plants. To remove
in cold weather unless you insulate the
veggies and other annuals, I cut them
pile with a thick layer of mulch to hold
off at soil level rather than disturbthe heat generated by the microbes or
ing the organisms in the soil by pulling
can compost in a greenhouse or cold
them. If you prune roses before midframe. Then you just have to remember
March, having an open wound in cold,
to water your pile or it will dry out. Miwet weather can weaken the plant and
crobes, like all living things, need water.
allow disease to enter.
Becky: My favorite way to compost
over the winter is to create a rodent-free
Is this the best time of year to
worm bin. When it freezes, just move it
prune fruit trees?
inside a barn, garage, or shed, or at least
Richard: If you can find a dry day it’s keep it mulched with straw, Styrofoam,
fine to start pruning now, even though
or bubble wrap.
many aren’t fully dormant. The earlier
you start pruning, the more you preWhat mulch do you use to protect
vent sugars produced by the leaves from against bitter weather?
reaching the roots, and this will limRichard: I mulch with whatever is
it the growth of the tree. You can start
available. Today I mulched the artipruning suckers in August to severechoke plants with some straw from the
ly control the growth of a tree, as you
doghouse and spread maple leaves over
would with espaliers. However, if the La the new garlic bed where shoots were alNiña forecast is correct, I think the key
ready visible.
this year is to take advantage of any dry
Earlier I mulched the plants along
weather, since pruning in the rain can
the driveway with wood chips from a
spread disease.
maple we took down. I also use comBecky: I don’t prune now because the mercial compost from local companies.
coldest weather is ahead and I don’t like
Becky: I use lots of compost and
to injure a tree right before the worst
mostly wood chips on trees, shrubs, and
time of the year. It puts them at risk for perennials. Straw spread three to five
freezing at the cut wounds, and that can (continued on page 18)

MARGI HOUGHTON

Compiler’s note: For this recurring
feature I ask seasonal questions of two or
three renowned Guemes gardeners. Submit
gardeners’ names or questions to editorial@
guemestide.org. —Judith Horton
Becky Stinson
A six-year resident of Guemes, Becky
has been a Master Gardener in the Pacific Northwest for 24 years. She’s also a
community activist for the “Clean Local Food” movement and an advocate of
people growing their own food. Working as a “gardener to gardeners,” Becky
coaches, advises, weeds, plants, prunes,
and otherwise assists busy, traveling, injured, or aging gardeners. She can be
reached at 770-6037 or riverheart@
earthlink.net.
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GARDEN TIPS

(continued from page 17)
inches thick works well on veggie beds.
It attracts slugs, but if you use Sluggo—
which is safe for the environment and
animals—it actually feeds your soil since
it’s made from iron phosphate. Never
use hay as compost because it’s full of
seeds. As it starts warming up in February start pulling back any mulch that’s
thick or heavy or the ground will stay
cold.

Community Center Association
Holds Election
Pellett and Pingree Win Seats on Board

HOLIDAY MATCHETT

Any tips for overwintering outdoor
plants in pots?
Richard: Desiccation is the main enemy of potted plants left outside. When
the soil freezes, the plant can’t take up
water, so an extended freeze will kill
them like a drought.
On the other hand, the water in
oversaturated pots will expand as it
Harry Finks (left) and Ron Knowles watch as Diane Murray tabulates votes on the white
freezes and crack the pots. If you can
board, as part of a new set of voting procedures.
protect potted plants by bringing them
inside, putting them in cold frames, or
By Thea LaCross
mulching them—pots and all—they’ll
At the annual meeting of the Guemes Island Community Center Association
have a better chance of survival.
on November 18, current board members offered a summary of their work over the
Becky: If you have to leave a plant
past year and bequeathed a number of significant projects to next year’s board for
outside in a pot during winter, cut it
completion. They then turned to the election of new trustees.
back to three or four inches and at least
In his final report, President Harry Finks touched on three areas as representapull it under an eave or deck or up
tive of this year’s focus: efforts to encourage the participation of families and workagainst the house, so it doesn’t rot. You
ing islanders by providing community dinner and child care during monthly meetcan mulch it directly on the ground, or
ings; the board’s ongoing bylaws review; and working committees such as the Park
even wrap something around it. If it’s
Bandstand and Hall Décor groups. Jim Nichol delivered the trustees’ report, noting
somewhere dry, give it a little water once that the most significant continuing projects are the Bandstand and finishing up
a month. Graft unions are the most vul- the trim projects left over from the Hall remodel.
nerable spots, so make sure those are esBefore voting began, each of the five candidates described their interests and
pecially well protected.
qualifications. In the election that followed, Howard Pellett was returned to the
board and Julie Pingree, an active community volunteer, was elected to the other
seat. Officers will be selected by the trustees themselves in an executive session before the end of the year.
Details of the annual meeting, and copies of the lengthy Trustees Report, will be
available on www.linetime.org soon.
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A Taste of Guemes
KAREN EVERETT

Nicole Holbert: No Longer Adrift on Guemes

Mark and Nicole enjoy a laugh together.

By Karen Everett
Maybe you’ve noticed, while making
the turn at Kelly’s Point, an old orchard
emerging from the scrub. Maybe you’ve
wondered what’s going on.
A wanderer has found a home.
Nicole Holbert—owner of the wildly successful Adrift restaurant in Anacortes (which will celebrate 10 years in
2011)—bought the property last year,
along with her father and her longtime
love, New Zealander Mark Turner (of
Core Builders and America’s Cup fame).
The trail that led Nicole first to restaurant work, then to Anacortes, then
to Guemes is long and winding. She
was raised by a Ukrainian grandmother-mother duo who cooked everything
from scratch in their farmhouse kitchen in New York State’s Hudson Valley.
“We had everything we needed right on
our own property,” she recalls. “Pork,
beef, chickens—they even made our
own bedding from goose down. We
had beets, potatoes, cabbages, onions,
squash, dill, raspberry canes, strawberries . . . plus my grandmother did a lot
of canning and pickling.
“I never even tasted canned soup until I went to college at Vassar.”
After college, Holbert hopped
around the country, including a oneyear stint at a Seattle caterer. Then she
moved to Cambridge, Massachusetts,
where she worked at Emma’s Pizza, voted the best pizza in Boston the entire

five years she worked
there.
Her arrival in Anacortes is a story of serendipity. After accompanying a friend to
Western Washington
University in Bellingham, Nicole decided
to buy an Airstream
and explore the Olympic Peninsula.
Although nursing a
badly sprained ankle,
Holbert felt she could make the drive to
the Port Townsend ferry. But the pain
forced her to pull over in Anacortes—
and she has called it home ever since.
After jobs at the bakery La Vie en
Rose and the old Star Bar, she fell in
love with The Business, where she and
partner Drea Killingsworth launched
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the first Cafe Adrift in October of 2001.
“It was a great way to start,” she says.
“We converted a darkroom into a kitchen, used home-style ovens, and offered
up food that we cooked in the morning,
trying to build clientele.”
And build they did, especially with
their Smugglers. “We didn’t have room
to offer freshly made sandwiches,”
she says, “so we made stuffed focaccia
breads with five or six different fillings,
which we baked in the morning before we opened.” The Smugglers were a
hit. A few years later, Barbara Wells and
Marilyn Derig (who own property on
Guemes’s North Beach) offered Nicole
the opportunity to take over the space
where The Dish Ran Away With the
Spoon had been located. With the help
of contractor Jerry McCool, she created
her unique nautical theme with the copper countertops and open kitchen, and
sprang forth with her new expanded
menu featuring organic and local foods.
In 2005, New Zealanders Mark
(continued on page 22)

Adrift’s Smugglers (Stuffed Focaccia)
For the dough:
4 tbsp. dry yeast
4 c. milk
1 tsp. each salt, pepper, and
1 c. oil (I use ¾ olive oil, ¼ canola)
thyme (or any herbs you like)
8 c. all-purpose flour
Warm oil and milk together to 115 degrees. Put half the flour and all the other
dry ingredients into mixing bowl; mix on low (I use a mixer with a paddle attachment), then add oil/milk; turn to medium until well mixed. Slowly add the rest of the
flour; once it is mixed, increase speed for several minutes till the dough is soft and
sticky and pulls away from the sides of the bowl. Let it rise in a warm place for about
45 minutes.
On a clean surface, sprinkle flour liberally and place dough in center. Cut the
dough into 3-inch triangles and pat them down to make a surface for the filling. Arrange each triangle with point towards you, put filling in the middle, and then fold
like a diaper. As long as you get the three corners towards the middle, you can hide
any imperfections with cheese or—depending on your filling—with a glaze such as
pesto, extra marinara and cheese, or even vinaigrette or mustard dressing.
Suggested fillings (be creative, use what’s on hand!):
••Pesto, artichoke hearts, capers, roasted red peppers, gorgonzola
••Marinara, sausage, caramelized onions, mozzarella
••Corned beef, sauerkraut, mustard, swiss
••Grilled chicken, roasted tomatoes, green olives, feta
••Ham, roasted green chilies, cheddar
Final step in preparation:
Once filled, put the Smugglers on lined baking sheets. Be careful to support
them as you move. Bake in a 375° oven for about 40-50 minutes. Rotate baking
sheets after 20 minutes. Serve whole with soup, or cut into quarters as party snacks.
These keep and reheat very easily.
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• in memoriam •
Irene Allison
Irene B. Allison, formerly of Guemes Island, died November 1 in Anacortes.
She was born April 24, 1929, in a rowboat in the Guemes Channel while her
mother was being transported to town. Her parents were Ernest and Harriet
(Lopp) Bradshaw.
Irene attended Guemes Island School and traveled south in the late 1930s and
’40s, graduating from high school in Butler, Georgia. Returning to the Northwest in 1951, she married Jay D. Allison. They lived at Gibralter Beach, where
they raised their three boys, before moving to Vancouver, Washington. While the
boys were going through high school, Irene worked as chef ’s assistant at the State
School for the Blind.
Irene returned to Guemes in 1979 to care for her mother, Harriet “Hattie”
Adams, in 1979 following the death of her husband. She was a member of the
Guemes Island Community Church and the Quilting Club. She moved to the San Juan Care Center in Anacortes a few
years ago.
Survivors include sons Harry, John, and Lonnie (Teresa) Allison, and five grandchildren. Evans Funeral Home was in
charge of local arrangements. Interment was in Park Hill Cemetery, Vancouver, Washington.

Louie Padovan
Louie Padovan, 89, died November 6 at home in Anacortes. He was born May 31,
1921, to Lucy Kirola and John Murphy Padovan on Guemes Island where he grew up,
attending Guemes Island School through the eighth grade. After transferring to Anacortes, he was elected class president.
Louie served in the U.S. Coast Guard throughout World War II. He married Marguerite Scribner on October 26, 1942, and following the war they made their home in
Anacortes while he fished commercially in Alaska and local waters.
Louie served a four-year stint with the Anacortes Police Department and later as a
State Department of Fisheries patrolman in Westport, Port Angeles, and Anacortes, retiring in 1982. He also served as a volunteer fireman in Anacortes for 25 years. All his life
he maintained the Guemes Island family property on South Shore Road.
Survivors include his wife of 68 years, Marguerite; sons Gary, Dennis, and John; and
daughters-in-law Marie Padovan and Connie Cantrell.
Graveside services were held at Edens Cemetery in November under the care of Evans
Funeral Chapel.

Earl Sherman
Earl Sherman died November 13 in Sublimity, Oregon. He was 87 years old.
Born Earl Polinski, he was adopted by Sam and Gladys Sherman of Guemes
Island, where he attended grade school. After graduating from Anacortes High
School he was drafted into the army. He received the Purple Heart for injuries
during the battle for Okinawa.
After the war he worked as an auto mechanic and operated a service station in
Mount Vernon. His passion was playing guitar and singing on weekends.
He married Iris Forrester, his childhood Guemes neighbor and schoolmate, in
1968. They moved to Tucson, Arizona, where he continued to work and play music on weekends. In retirement they moved to Stayton, Oregon.
Survivors include his wife of 42 years, Iris; sons Richard and Terry; daughter
Debra; stepdaughters Pamela and Patricia; and stepson Martin.
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Paul Peterson
Paul Wayne “Paulo” “Unc” Peterson died October 31.
He was born in Bismarck, North Dakota, August 7, 1939, the youngest of six children. He received his degree in education from the University of North Dakota and went
on to teach math in Connecticut, Wisconsin, and Utah.
In the mid 1960s he studied and worked in Germany before taking a solo tour of
Europe and across Canada to North Dakota on his Vespa, “Scoot.” Later, after venturing to Seattle, he fell in love with the Pacific Northwest and in 1987 bought property on
Homestead Lane, which he shared with friends and family for weddings, celebrations,
bonfires, and receptions.
Paulo loved all the arts, the weather, current events, travel, photography, the opera,
and rockin’ out to classical music, often with a glass of wine shared with friends.
He was preceded in death by all five of his siblings.
A celebration of life was held at the Guemes Island Community Center in November.
Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.

Donald Strom
Donald E. Strom died November 7 in Anacortes at the age of 81.
Born August 7, 1929, on West Shore to Julius Strom and Emma Olson,
he was the youngest and last survivor of nine siblings.
He attended Guemes Island School through the fifth grade and was a
1947 graduate of Anacortes High School. He held a variety of jobs including
working on the Guemes ferry as a young man, eventually settling in with the
Anacortes Fire Department where he organized the union and taught CPR
while working his way up to battalion chief and interim fire chief. Later he
was named Anacortes fire marshal and became an expert arson investigator.
He retired in 1986.
He was an avid hunter and fisherman and was a Coast Guard certified
able-bodied seaman.
An amateur historian, he was working on a book about Cypress Island in
his later years. He had a storyteller’s keen mind for detail and sense of humor,
as shown at a Guemes Island Memories Night a few years back.
Marie, his wife of 40 years, predeceased him in 1996.
Survivors include children Ronald (Sandy) Strom, Teresa (Marvin) Johnson, Marcia (Patrick) Rodwell, Mary (Strom) Dean, Christopher (Debbie)
Malcolm, Diane (Sorensen) Strom, Carrie Nibarger-Strom, Danny Strom,
and Myra (Rick) O’Neil. He is also survived by 25 grandchildren and 16
great-grandchildren.
Memorials can be made to the Anacortes Fire Department or a charity of
choice. Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.
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A Museum on Sinclair Island

Host Ferdi Businger explains some of the
features of the Sinclair Island Museum.
Guemes guests pictured are Carl and Ann
Cady, Janice Veal, and Justin James.

By Win Anderson
Sinclair Island has no ferry service
or public power. It has no church, community center, fire department, restaurant, or store. But it does have one thing
Guemes does not have: a museum.
A few members of the Guemes Island Historical Society recently paid a
visit to the not-bustling center of Urban for a tour compliments of Ferdi
Businger, former Guemes Islander and
now one of the Sinclair’s four (yes, four)
year-round residents.
The museum/library is ensconced in
a quaint, privately owned building the

size of a walk-in closet and boasts
artifacts such as the old post-office
desk, a package scale, and a school
desk. The walls are covered with
historic photos. And in the entry
are mailboxes still used by some of
the 50 or so families with summer
cabins on the island.
The conclusion of our visit: if
Sinclair can do it, so can Guemes.
The Historical Society was recently recognized as a 501(c)(3) public
charity and has started a fund toward building a permanent home.
For more information, contact Win
Anderson, or come to the society’s
meeting the second Monday of each
month at the Church.

Some old photos in the Sinclair Island
Museum are of interest to Janice Veal.

Rethinking Recycling on the Island
transported? And third, what educational efforts are needed to encourage recycling on the island and help people understand what and how to recycle?
The idea behind Guemes Collects is
not to duplicate or replace current individual recycling efforts, but—as part of
broader Guemes sustainability goals—to
expand residents’ access to recycling and
to keep more materials out of landfills.
There are still many
problems to be solved and ideas to explore; another meeting is being planned.
Meanwhile, you are encouraged to contact Becky Stinson (770-6037), Connie
Snell (293-5037), or Holiday Matchett
(299-8552) for more information.
JUDITH HORTON

By Thea LaCross
On November 11, about 20 islanders met at the Hall to hear what the
“Guemes Collects” group, inspired by
the recycling efforts of former islander
Anne Jackets, had learned about community recycling
in meetings with
Skagit County staff
and tours of local
recycling facilities.
Following their presentation, facilitator Becky Stinson
focused the attendees on three areas. First, since there is no
more recycling at the Hall, what can be
done to enable public recycling at the
ferry, park, and other community spots?
Second, what materials can be recycled, and how can they be collected and

TASTE OF GUEMES

(continued from page 19)
Turner and Tim Smythe relocated their
sailboat-building venture from San Diego to Anacortes. “In the beginning,
they had 30 or 40 single men,” says
Nicole, “and at least 10 or 20 of them
would come in to Adrift every night”—
including Turner. They’ve been a couple
ever since, often traveling back to New
Zealand and other parts of the world.
While searching for a more permanent home base, she and Turner saw the
20-acre cherry orchard offered for sale
by Delphine Haley. “I fell in love with
that orchard and its barn,” says Holbert. With help from Richard Houghton and Magic Earth Landscaping, they
have started rehabilitating the fruit trees,
so hopefully they will have a working
orchard again. They’ve also been converting the barn into a living space. A
garden out back has been salvaged, and
Holbert hopes to grow specialty vegetables and herbs to supplement produce
at Adrift.
It seems she has floated a long way
from her roots in the family kitchen in
New York, and drifted to a new beginning on Guemes Island.

Islanders Propose
Adult Family Home
Larry and Sharyn Richmond of Holiday Boulevard met November 3 with
Guemes Connects to outline their proposal to establish an adult family home
at their residence. They plan to provide
residential care for up to six active seniors, offering 24-hour supervision in
a small, safe family environment. They
would provide cooking, laundering,
cleaning, specialty and respite care, and
transportation, in addition to social activities and field trips.
The Richmonds are currently undertaking required training and are pursuing state and county licenses, permits,
and insurance. They are seeking financial backing and hope to be operational
by next February.
They welcome questions, comments,
and visits, and can be reached at 2998584 or larryrichmond@clear.net.
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Remarkable Totem Emerges on Guemes
PHOTOS BY WIN ANDERSON

there is no evidence of any power-tool
use beneath the beautifully painted, intricate surface.
Shawn chose to return to Guemes in
order to immerse himself in the process
without interruption. His friend Bob
Hansen offered space for a quickie-built
“shop” in the wild seclusion of west No
Name Road where Shawn could work
on the totem nonstop, 12 hours a day
without interruption.
An 18-foot Canadian red-cedar pole
was delivered. Shawn went to work.
Three hundred hours later, the piece was
complete. In tribute to Northwest native art, the piece incorporates an eagle
with six-foot wingspan, a salmon, a
bear with a honeycomb, Mount Adams,
The pole at its home in Trout Lake with
a coyote, a raven, and a snake emergclient Sally Peters
ing from the crust of the earth. Also
included, as a personal nontraditional,
By Win Anderson
wry contribution, is the subtle image of
As far as he knows, Shawn Hickox
has no Indian relatives in his family tree. a UFO.
Islanders present for the initial “unHe has never taken an art class, nor is he
known as a sculptor or fine-art designer veiling” and loading included Shawn’s
daughter Crystal, Hansen, Jake Baird,
or painter.
Sue and Daniel Gwost, and Trish, CorYet with virtually no experience
rina, Kallie, and Jacqueline Bradley. All
in native art, this 57-year-old former
felt honGuemes Islander took the challenge of
ored just to
creating a 16-foot totem pole for a hightouch the
ly discriminating client who was awework.
struck by the result.
The toShawn credits the skills he absorbed
tem has
in 38 years in the sign-painting business.
been in“The totem incorporates everything
stalled a few
I’ve learned, from hand-drawn sketching
miles from
to carving, sandblasting, and painting,”
Mount Adhe told the Tide. “Everything except
ams near
chainsaw carving,” he added. “This was
The creator, Shawn Hickox
the home of
the first time using that tool, a sevenSally Peters of Trout Lake, as a surprise
pound Stihl with a carving bar.”
He is a fast learner. Although his cre- gift for her husband, Jim. The two are
ecstatic with the result.
ation reveals machine-like precision,

Hunting: End Is in Sight

Hunting season on Guemes concludes in December with bow hunters allowed
any deer through the end of the year and muzzleloaders (shotgun hunters) allowed
any deer through December 15.
Former Fire Chief Felix Edmunds reminds islanders that trespassers should be
reported to the sheriff’s office via 911. Other suspected violations can be called in to
the State Patrol at 757-1175. Hunters are prohibited from shooting from vehicles
or roadways, and from hunting with lights, under the influence, or beyond authorized hours (one-half hour before sunrise or after sunset).
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Looking Back

(From the files of the Guemes Island Historical Society)
Five Years Ago
A proposed two-year trial of weekday ferry runs to 10:00 p.m. is presented to the county commissioners by
Public Works Director Chal Martin.
Freightliner pumper delivered to
Fire Department, the first new vehicle
in the department’s 42-year history.
—The Evening Star, December 2005
Cost of the ferry haulout lasting
from September 12 through November
6 ballooned from $800,000 estimate to
nearly $1.3 million.
—The Evening Star, January 2006
Ten Years Ago
Tim Wittman finishes first place in
the Washington/Alaska division of the
Honolulu Marathon while raising nearly $5,000 for the Arthritis Foundation.
Adele “Dot” Wilcox Graham turns
105 years old.
Eighteen-pound dog Jasper visiting
Jessica Lynch escapes dog-napping attempt by barn owl. It was Jasper’s latest brush with death, having previously
been hit by an ambulance, run over by
a semi truck, and attacked by a coyote.
—The Evening Star, January 2001
Fifteen Years Ago
Guemes ferry Deckhand Kirk Lunsford suffers broken femur in right leg in

Thanksgiving day accident at the Anacortes landing.
Island Icon Murray Read relates the
classic tale of building a house out of
bits and pieces from here and there for
Glen and Janice Veal (1969-71). Windows came from a junkyard, frames
from a dismantled horse fence. (The
house is presently occupied by son
Adam Veal. —Eds.)
—The Evening Star, December 1995
Looking like an alien cat from outer space, Carson Parks’s four-year-old
tabby, Inky, wandered for miles with its
head stuck in a peanut butter jar for at
least four days. It was finally rescued after it climbed the 30 steps (twice!) to
the elevated home of Eleanor Almond
and Chet Gurka.
Former Guemes School teacher
Walter “Colonel” Vonnegut returns to
Guemes for a short stay while a new
house is built in Anacortes.
—The Evening Star, January 1996
Ninety-Two Years Ago
“The island roads in many places are
in a terrible condition. Our only hope
for better roads in the next two years is
a visitation of the Grim Reaper to the
board of county commissioners but
hope he will not remove either Nelson
or Thompson.

“The Guemes Shipyard is still in
operation much to the chagrin of the
leather-lunged lobsters who have been
preaching failure when the war ended.
“L. W. Hill came over the first of the
week and renewed his subscription. M.
Hill is anxious to be present when the
first ship slides into the water.”
—Charlie Gant in his Guemes Beachcomber, December 19, 1918

Five keels were laid at the Guemes Island
Sloan Shipyard when it opened in 1917.
At its peak, 600 men were employed to
build the wooden freighters designed to
augment the World War I transport fleet
decimated by German U-boats. Two ships,
including the S.S. Asotin, shown here, were
finally launched in 1919, a few months after
the Armistice was signed. They never held
cargo. The fate of two unfinished hulls that
remained on Guemes for which there was
no buyer is told in a 1920 headline in the
Anacortes American: “Wooden Hulls Dynamited and Timbers Sawed Into Stovewood.”
In 1922 the former head of the company,
Joseph A. Sloan, committed suicide. —Anacortes History Museum and Guemes Island
Historical Society

