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Ferry Landings See $5 Million Makeover
By Win Anderson
The most ambitious lineup of Guemes
ferry-related work in thirty years was
kicked off in January, as a pile driver
anchored off Mangan’s Landing to start
repairing the wingwalls.
It is the first of some $5 million in
projects that, by the end of November,
will completely alter the face of the Anacortes landing. The projects will make
major upgrades to the docking infrastructure, and routine annual upgrades
to the ferry itself are scheduled during
same period.
The biggest visible change will be the
construction of a new two-story terminal building—on solid ground south
of the present structure—that will also
incorporate the functions of the temporary shacks currently occupying the east
side of the ramp.
Much of the work will proceed with
only minor disruptions to the ferry’s
routine. The big exception will be most
of September and October, when footpassenger-only service between Cap
Sante Marina and a temporary dock at
Mangan’s Landing will be in effect while
the concrete bridge girders are replaced
with steel ones on both sides of the
channel. At other times there will be
limited parking in the terminal lot.
Summary and timetable
The long-awaited $30,000 security
camera system will be operational in
February, according to Ferry Manager
Ron Panzero. The five-camera system
will provide security in all three parking
lots on the Anacortes side.
The wingwall/dolphin work will

justin james

Eight Projects Will Span Most of Year; Car-Ferry Service Out for Two Months in Fall

A pile driver works on the Mangan’s Landing wingwalls.

continue through most of February.
New parts will meet state mandates to
minimize creosote contamination.
Work on the new $700,000 terminal building will run from February to
August, limiting parking spaces near
the dock. The City of Anacortes will
completely rebuild 6th Street between K
and I avenues starting in March, causing
on-street parking disruption.
In April, the path between the K Avenue parking lot and the lower lot will
be moved inland, but this work will not
affect the current parking area.
The major ferry-dock rehabilitation will take place after Labor Day

and should be finished by the end of
October. During this time the ferry will
be hauled out to replace an engine and
complete other annual maintenance.
(This will replace the usual spring
haulout.) The county has arranged for
limited propane delivery and garbage
pickup by barge while the car ferry is
out of service.
With the basic infrastructure in
place, Panzero says the final touch will
be to resurface the parking area near the
new terminal building. That will happen
in November.
For more detailed information and
updates, check www.linetime.org.
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Welcome to the first issue of The Guemes
Tide, the island’s new almost-monthly
newspaper (10 issues a year). The Tide is
a not-for-profit, all-volunteer operation.
Here is our mission statement: “The
Guemes Tide is published to connect,
inform, amuse, serve, and inspire our
island community.”
After Win Anderson published
the final issue of the Evening Star last
October, a group of a dozen-plus islanders convened to see whether a successor publication could be put together.
Every one of us had revered and relied
on the Star—for the insight it brought
us about our neighbors, for its relevant
and carefully presented news, for its
down-home pictures, for its humor, and
above all for the sense of connectedness
it helped foster. It was an excellent paper
and a great community resource.
The Star is a tough act to follow. But

The first one’s free!

jon prescott

Introducing The Guemes Tide

Win, The Tide’s mentor and adviser, showing off The Evening Star’s farewell issue.

as it turned out, we had a motley array
of relevant skills and experience among
us, from editing and photography to
ad sales and graphic design. And Win
has been kind enough to serve on our
publishing team, dispensing crucial
information and advice. So we decided
to give it a go. (And, yes, it does apparently take a dozen people to do what
Win did.)

Subscriptions to The Guemes Tide are $20 a year (10 issues), and the individualcopy price will be $2.25. But this first issue is being handed and mailed out for
free, to make it easy for you to get to know us. (Note to our much-appreciated
advance subscribers: Don’t worry, your annual subscription doesn’t start ticking
away till the March issue.)

Special thanks to our advance subscribers and generous financial contributors. Without that kind of community
support and encouragement, we could
never have made this happen. See the
staff box below for who does what in
the paper’s creation. (At least two of
these folks—Bob E. and Karen—were
involved in the Evening Star from its
first issue in 1995.)
The editors can be reached at editorial@guemestide.org. We’d love to hear
from you if you’re interested in helping out with writing, photography, or
other tasks, or if there are news items or
events we should know about. And letters, comments, and photos are always
welcome. Let us know how we’re doing!
The Guemes Tide (USPS #014-902)
is published monthly except in June
and August by Judith Horton, interim
publisher, 7141 Guemes Island Road,
Anacortes, WA 98221. Periodical postage paid at Anacortes, Wash.
Contents © 2010 by The Guemes Tide except as
otherwise noted. Bylined articles and attributed
artwork are published by permission, with
all rights retained by their creators. Opinions
expressed here are not necessarily those of
publisher. Unsolicited manuscripts and artwork
dealing with Guemes Island and its people are
encouraged but may not be returned.

Advertising Manager: Bob Easton
Circulation Manager: Dyvon Havens
Production and Design: Justin James
Managing Editor: Holiday Matchett
Editorial Board: Nick Allison, Judith
Horton, Edith Walden
Other Members of the Publishing
Team: Bob Anderson, Win Anderson,
Nanette Cardon, Sophie Dobra, Karen
Everett, Juby Fouts, Blaine LaCross,
and Thea LaCross
You can reach us by email at:
advertising@guemestide.org
editorial@guemestide.org
subscriptions@guemestide.org
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to The Guemes Tide, 7885
Guemes Island Road, #1, Anacortes,
WA 98221-9560
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Meet Your Community Council Members

photos by jon prescott

By Thea LaCross
An overflow crowd voted for new Community Council members at the annual meeting on November 19. Tom Butler,
Harry Finks, Jim Nichol, Gail Nicolls, and Leslie Tysseling were
elected to two-year terms, joining returning members Howard
Pellett, Mark Linnemann, Mike Gwost, and Yossarian Day. In
December, officers were elected: president (Harry Finks), vice
president (Leslie Tysseling), secretary (Gail Nicolls), and treasurer (Howard Pellett).

Tom Butler,Yossarian Day, and Harry Finks

Mike Gwost, Mark Linnemann, and Jim Nichol

Gail Nicolls, Howard Pellett, and Leslie Tysseling

The council oversees the day-to-day operations and maintenance of the Community Center building and the Murray Read Pavilion. It collects community input, coordinates
volunteers, and guides planning for improvements so these
important resources continue to meet the community’s needs.
Before the January 21 meeting, the officers and trustees
hosted a free dinner. More than 60 islanders enjoyed a delicious volunteer-prepared meal and a chance to visit with
neighbors. The library was open for children’s activities,
providing a supervised place for older kids to do their homework. The dinner is part of the board’s efforts to create a
family-friendly setting for their meetings to encourage broader
participation in discussions about the Community Center and
its properties.

Membership in the Guemes Island Community Council Association (GICCA) is open to all island residents and
property owners. Meetings are on the third Thursday of
every month. The next meeting is Thursday, February 18,
with dinner at 6:15 p.m. and the meeting starting at 7:00.

Council members’ goals,
in their own words
Tom Butler: “My primary goal is to bring as many people
back into the hall as is possible. I’ve worked toward hosting
the Open Dinners before each council meeting. I see volunteers as users of the hall, not as workers that can be replaced.
I hope to restore confidence to the election process and
amend the bylaws to require membership approval, as opposed to advice, on the sale of any GICCA real estate.”
Yossarian Day: “I learned some valuable things serving on
the council, and I’d like to continue to use my skills and apply
what I’ve learned. I’m looking forward to a great year!”
Harry Finks: “My hope is to promote health and vitality
in a community center that provides a comfortable ‘living
room’ for all island families, encourages opportunities for
us to come together in appealing ways, ensures respect for
every member of the community, and honors the variety of
contributions our diverse population offers.”
Mike Gwost: “We have a wonderful opportunity to bring
together all the people who are part of our community and
who want to contribute something. I’m here to support our
community with all the skills I have.”
Mark Linnemann: “Some of the things I would like to see
accomplished are finishing the hall remodel and addressing
safety concerns in regards to storage and use of propane on
the property. I would also like to explore Mike’s proposal to
build a permanent bandstand near the pavilion. Having seen
the many uses of the temporary structure this past summer,
it seems to me that this could become a community project,
both in its construction and in its use.”
Jim Nichol: “I want to be part of this community, to learn
what it needs, and to use my skills to contribute to and support those goals.”
Gail Nicolls: “I don’t have a pet project—I just want to
keep the hall available to all of the groups and events that
characterize our wonderful, diverse island community.”
Howard Pellett: “I look forward to serving another year
as treasurer and trust that it will be an interesting year.”
Leslie Tysseling: “I’d like to see the Community Center
used as much as possible by the folks who live here. We have
started using the hall and library (and sometimes the church
for Soup Suppers) together on Tuesdays. I like the fact that
each of these structures seems to have their own group of
core users that mingle on those days; I think this ‘mixing’
could bring more folks together. I also would like to help
make the council meetings more successful and efficient and
hope to get feedback from other council/community members on how this can best be accomplished.”
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T Community Update T

Since our island has been bereft of its source of information-sharing without the Star, the Tide is providing this brief
overview of community highlights since October. Limited space prohibits coverage of all events and happenings.
Norton Benefit

The benefit drew supporters from
Guemes and beyond.

On November 7, an amazing event was
held at the Hall to benefit Drew and
Glenda Norton, who are faced with
extensive medical bills. Diane Murray
floated the idea, then a central group of
volunteers took charge, including Tia
and Dennis Rolfson, Tweet Schreures,
Caroline and Jackie Anderson, Margie
O’Harra, Colette McNutt, and Joanne
Thompson. These folks—and others too
numerous to mention—collected an
impressive number of donated products
and services to raffle off.
They also served a lasagna dinner,
with many people providing pans of
pasta. Islanders turned out in droves,
exemplifying the true spirit of Guemes:
rallying to support one of our own and
having a great time in the process!
Doctors prohibited Drew and
Glenda from attending, but many members of their family came to express their
gratitude. Entertainment was provided
by One Too Many, Windsong, Days of
Yore, and other talented musicians.
A message from Drew and Glenda
We can never personally thank all those
who have helped us during this difficult
time, so we want to take this opportunity
to express our gratitude to our wonderful
Guemes family for your generous outpouring of support. Glenda’s response to
chemotherapy has surpassed doctors’ expectations, so they have tentively scheduled surgery for February 9 to remove
the tumors. We ask that you keep Glenda
in your prayers.

Holiday Season Gathering
Historical Society Event
There were thirty-four vendors at the
Holiday Bazaar, held November 28 at
the Hall and Church. The sponsoring
Guemes Island Historical Society netted nearly $2,000 from booth rentals,
a raffle, and the sale of baked goods,
historical books, and donated antiques,
according to Janice Veal, treasurer. The
proceeds will strengthen the society’s
building fund and support preservation
projects.
In other Society news, $200 has
been donated to the Guemes Gold
Scholarship Fund in the name of its
founder, the late Betty Crookes. President Win Anderson announced at the
January meeting that an icebox from the
Guemes Island store, believed to date
to the 1920s or earlier, has been offered
to the Society by Dan Fisher, son of the
late Louise (Merchant) Fisher family.
Society members also viewed a DVD
showing outtakes from a 1966 KVOSTV documentary on the attempt to
build an aluminum plant on the south
shore. The disc will join a file of newspaper clippings from the era, including a collection donated by the Eden
Johnson family.
Interim Pastor at Church
Following the
retirement of
Pastor Darrell
Berg, the Community Church
received its new
interim pastor,
Joan Henjum.
She took up
her post on
June 1, 2009,
Rev. Joan Henjum
and is contracted through May 10, at which time
the church hopes to have hired a new
pastor. The Tide plans to include an
interview with Pastor Henjum in the
March issue.

Sue Gwost, George Park, and Mike Gwost

This year the Hall was filled to capacity
on December 13 for the annual holiday
season community dinner, sponsored
by the Community Council and the
Church. The evening opened with a
special children’s program, followed
by a delicious meal. Turkey, ham, and
mashed potatoes were served by volunteers, and islanders brought their
favorite side dishes and desserts to share.
Entertainment was provided by a variety
of island musicians, including Malia
and Jon Prescott, Sue and Mike Gwost,
and George Park.
Zeedie Collins Update
Zeedie Collins (Moline) is still healing from serious injuries suffered on
September 9, when she and her bike
were struck from behind by a car driven
by Anthony “Tony” Fischer. Bedridden
for several months, she has only recently
been able to return to full-time work.
The collision occurred on Guemes
Island Road near the intersection with
Homestead Lane. Fischer was taken into
custody at the scene, and later charged
with vehicular assault and released. At
his request, the Skagit County Superior
Court hearing was delayed until January
22, when a tentative trial date of April
12 was set.
Attention Birders!

The 13th annual Great Backyard Bird
Count happens February 12-15. This
count assists scientists in gathering
valuable information about bird populations. To find out how you can help,
log on to www.birdcount.org.
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Bertolino/Brown

Lois Bertolino and Hank Brown were
married at the Guemes Island Community Church December 11. Lois says, “It
was love at first sight, and the site was
the Clamdigger!” Lois is well known on
Guemes, having previously lived here
for some 20 years. She is also known for
her unique jewelery, especially her beautiful silver work. Hank is a salesman for
a pole building firm. The couple is planning an open house on June 20 at their
south Mount Vernon home.
The 24th Woodchoppers’ Ball
“Coming soon,” says founding father
Mike Gwost. Check LineTime or call
Mike at (360) 293-5708 for updates.
From Guemes to Haiti
Susan Rombeek is taking donations to
provide shelter boxes for quake victims.
Contact her at drsuus@fildalgo.net.

Chamber Music Concert

Musicians (from left) David Bean, Malia Prescott, Nancy Bean, Karie Prescott,
and Lloyd Smith played to a full house
at the Community Center on December
23. Look for the next concert in the
Guemes Island Chamber Music series
this coming summer.
Wreath-Making Workshop

Camille Seligman taught wreath-making
to interested islanders using Guemes flora. The result was 12 beautiful wreaths
to celebrate the holiday season. In
back, left to right, are: Becky Rodman,
Martha Ipsen, Camille Seligman, Sue
Roberts, and Kate McKibben; in front is
Chris Damarjian.

Kids and Adults Play on Friday Nights
By Blaine LaCross
Played any Ligretto lately? How about Rumis, or Flux? New games like these join
classics like Scrabble, Risk, chess, and other familiars when Guemes families get
together for Game Nights at the Hall. The weekly gathering also includes more
active play, craft projects, and casual potluck suppers. Adults, teens, and younger
kids can all find something to engage their interest.
The Family Game Night Group was founded five years ago by Thea LaCross
and Sophia Dobra as a weekly
park day for home-schooled
kids on the island, and has
expanded to its present form
over the years. Another group
of school-age and younger kids
meets on Tuesdays at 4:20,
taking advantage of daylight
hours for indoor and outdoor
play at the Hall, as well as
stories and other library activities.These groups are open to
islanders of any age. For inforKatherine and J.T. Butler play a game of four-way
mation call (360) 299-0418.
chess with Finn and Rivers Olson.
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Save the Mountain Leaders Honored; Celebration Planned

Photos by danny lauve

Steering Committee co-chairs Paul Beaudet, Joost Businger,
Karen Everett, and Marianne Kooiman along with other steering committee members, key volunteers, organizers, and lead
financial supporters were recognized at an awards banquet
hosted by Skagit Land Trust and the San Juan Preservation
Trust on October 9. The event marked the successful protection of Guemes Mountain. Through the collaborative efforts
of Glen Veal, Joseph Miller, and Kit Marcinko, a beautiful

One of the views from Guemes Mountain.

commemorative medallion was created. Copies were cast
by Glen Veal of Anacortes Brass Works and given to leaders
and organizers of the campaign. Beaudet, Businger, Everett,
and Kooiman received framed aerial photographs of the
mountain in recognition of their exceptional leadership.
Guemes Island Resort owner, Mark Linnemann was recognized for his vision and inspiration throughout the project.
Rusty Kuntze, board president of Skagit Land Trust and
a steering committee member, acknowledged
the community’s effort and generosity. “Almost
600 families, individuals and businesses donated to the protection of the mountain either
financially, through an in-kind gift or volunteer
activity,” Kuntze noted.
Kuntze thanked the staff of both organizations for the work they put into the protection
project. And he said, “It’s not over yet—now
we pass the work on to our stewardship staff
and we will again ask the community for your
assistance. This time in caring for this beautiful
mountain.”
Skagit Land Trust now owns the property
and the San Juan Preservation Trust holds a
conservation easement on it. The two trusts
will partner in managing the mountain and the
community will be able to join in many stew-

Front and back views of the medallions created by Veal,
Marcinko, and Miller.

ardship activities. A planning and information meeting will
be held February 12 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Community Center. All community members are welcome.
The stewardship fund goal of $200,000 will continue to
be raised over the next few years. Donations are tax deductible and can be made to either land trust.
The land trusts are planning a celebration of the mountain, and the remarkable community that protected it, on
June 26.
Editors’ note: The list of Mountain donors published in the
final issue of the Evening Star was slightly incomplete. Look
for the missing names in the March issue of the Tide.

The Guemes Tide February 2010

Beachcombing
with Win Anderson

My heartfelt congratulations to the
wonderful crew that has volunteered to
produce a successor to the Star. The
most “seasoned” among the gems
washed up with the Tide is Bob Easton,
who has taken on some advertising and
circulation duties. This is in addition
to his position as secretary to the Edens
Cemetery Board of Commissioners. He
will be 88 next month.
Bob has been one of the Star’s cheerleaders over the years and as if to
prove he and his late wife Laurel were
Founding Subscribers, he produced a
copy of the first issue (July/Aug. 1995)
which contained a page 7 story
headlined “South Shore Road to Move
Inland?” How ironic is it that the
same headline could nicely introduce
the update in this first issue of the Tide
nearly 15 years later (see page 10)?
•
Jeff Gent always gets a little antsy as fall
dissolves into winter. This year he chose
the shortest day of the year to call his
friend Al inAustralia to discover that,
oddly, both were experiencing temperatures of 32 degrees. Of course Jeff’s was
the kind that creates solid water while
Al was basking in the Celsius kind
(32ºC = 89.6ºF).
Jeff booked a flight.
•
Our latest Turkey Day power outage
came on one of the calmest of fall days,
making it an anomaly in our history of
blackouts.
Betty Crookes’s story was typical.
The wind was screaming in her 1981
version. The turkey had just been put in
the oven when the lights went
out. Without missing a beat, the cooks
moved to the Spaeth cabin in SeawayHollow. Turkey in—power out, again!
On to Mary Lou and Bob Brown’s,
where the hosts’ bird was graciously
pulled for the visitors’. Just as a “good
bottle of wine” was opened, Betty’s
husband Spencer called to announce
that the power at home was back on.

The game of musical ovens ended with
dinner—late into the night.
•
The most imaginative solution I heard
for the 2009 version took place at
the home of Rob and Emma Schroder.
Again the power died at just the wrong
time. But, aha! Rob had just moved his
sailboat into the yard. And Chenoah
has a propane oven. A diminutive oven,
for sure, but world sailor Rob is
used to it and managed to stuff the bird
in. Dinner saved.
•
Dinner was saved at Anderson’s Store
two weeks later by quick-thinking
kitchen manager Yossarian Day during
that December 5 outage. As soon as the
crew fired up the generator, Day
whipped out a “Power-Out Food” menu
including such delights as pork rillettes
with gherkins and toast, wild caught
herring in wine sauce, and Tuscan style
white bean soup with ham,
bacon, and Parmesan.

Birthdays

(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)

and Anniversaries

Maeve McCracken turned 13 on Jan. 11
Grace Rydberg turned 96 on Jan. 13
Sophia McCracken turned 7 on Jan. 16
Stella Tsitsiragos turned 14 on Jan. 18
Jacob Lyons turned 17 on Jan. 21
Charlie Funk turned 10 on Jan. 25
Pair and Peggy Reese celebrated their
57th anniversary on Jan. 25
Willard “Felix” Edmunds turns 78 on
Feb. 14
Adam Bosch turns 6 on Feb. 19
Nicholas Danielson turns 16 on Feb. 19
Marvin and Alice Shoultz will celebrate
their 60th anniversary on Feb. 20
Grace Jennings turns 14 on Feb. 23
Lalon Moss-Mclean turns 5 on Feb. 24
Katherine Butler turns 9 on Feb. 26
Casey Funk turns 12 on Feb. 28
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Betty Crookes

•

In Memoriam

Longtime island resident
Elizabeth
“Betty” P.
Crookes died,
at age 94 in
the presence
of her family
on December
21 in Anacortes.
Betty
was born
on January
21, 1915,
and raised
in Bozeman, Montana, and graduated from the
University of Montana in journalism.
She met Spencer Crookes in Seattle, and
the two married December 26, 1939,
in Cleveland, Ohio, where Spencer was
studying social work.
After World War II, the couple
lived in New York, Seattle, and the
Philippines. In addition to raising four
children born from 1943 to 1956, Betty
continued to write, publishing a Junior
League magazine and bulletins for PTA
and the Children’s Home Society.
During a stint in Chicago, Betty
finally began fulfilling her journalism
dream as a feature writer for Pioneer
Press, a division of Time-Life Corporation. She interviewed Lillian Gish and
Donald Rumsfeld, and once phoned
Arthur Nielsen, TV pollster, during the
dinner hour to ask him what he liked to
watch on television.
Betty first came to Guemes Island
in the early 1950s and continued to
vacation here until 1976, when she and

•

Spencer moved to the island full-time. They lived
in Holiday Hideaway with
a lovely view of Mt. Baker
and the water (known to
the family as Betty Bay),
and in virtual isolation
as the only full-time
residents in the immediate
area. Betty loved having a
place on the island where In mid-December Betty penned this haiku, paired it with
artwork by her daughter, Betsy Ockwell, and dated it
her adult children could
12/21, to create cards to be received on the solstice
gather, and attributes the
– which turned out to be the day of her passing.
family harmony to those
gatherings.
Betty was very active here on
Skagit Valley, poetry, reading, crossword
Guemes. She started the first island
puzzles, and Scrabble. She truly apprecibook club and took leadership positions ated all the arts.
in the Holiday Hideaway Association
She is survived by daughter Betsy
and the Guemes Island Commu(Fred) Ockwell; sons Joe (Terry Inzerinity Center Association. For years, she
llo) Crookes, Chris Crookes, and Dan
headed-up the island’s yearly Christmas
(Jean) Crookes; nephews John (Kathy)
Bird Count. She wrote more than 40
Parker and Phillip Parker; and grandfeature profiles for the Evening Star. As a children Elizabeth Crookes, Spencer
member of the Guemes Island Women’s Crookes, and Kalia Crookes.
Club, she established the Guemes
She was preceded in death by her
Gold scholarship fund for our talented
husband in 1986, and her brother, John
students, which was recently renamed
P. Parker, in 1999.
for her. She was an avid participant in
In a recent interview, when asked
regular bridge, mahjong, and Scrabble
about advice for living a good life, she
events. In 1999 she was named Guemes said, “Well, don’t put it off too damn
Island Citizen of the Year.
long. If there’s something you should
Betty, with her wry sense of humor
do, do it now. Otherwise, you’re not
and indomitable spirit, was an island
going to bother.
icon, seemingly 20 years younger than
“If you want things to happen, you
her chronological age. For her 89th
have to help a little bit.”
birthday she had a chestnut-backed
Memorial tributes may be made to
chickadee tattooed onto her shoulder.
the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold ScholBetty disliked pretension, bad gram- arship Fund, P.O. Box 131, Anacortes,
mar, pool halls, sports on television, and WA 98221 or to Skagit Hospice Founher own impatience. She loved birds,
dation, P.O. Box 1376, Mt. Vernon,
wildflowers, Jim Beam, hiking, the
WA 98274.
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Dick Hein

Richard “Dick” Hein, Guemes Island’s
pro bono architect for community
places, died December 22, following a
short illness. He was 84.
He was born August 19, 1925, to
Herman and Kathe Hein in Mill Valley,
California, where he graduated from
high school and at age 16 began work
as an electrician’s apprentice aboard a
World War II Liberty ship under construction. Two years later he was drafted
and served aboard the seaplane tender
USS Pine Island in the western Pacific.
Upon his return after the war he
enrolled at the college of Marin where
he met Alice Upham, who became his
wife of 61 years.
After receiving his degree in architecture at the University of Oregon, Dick
and Alice returned to Marin County.
Hired by the Bechtel Corp., one of his
first jobs took him to the little town
of Anacortes to develop a site plan for
the new Shell refinery’s administration
building. A fan of northwest native
art, Dick sketched in a reflecting pool
overseen by a totem pole. The client was

delighted, the work was commissioned,
and the pole stands to this day.
Later Dick had more opportunities
to express his artistic side while designing interiors for passenger ships for
American President Lines.
One of his proudest designs was his
“ultra-modern” Quarry Visitor Center at
Dinosaur National Monument, which
encloses a vast fossil bed exposed by
paleontologists. A photo detail graces
the cover of the 2000 book Mission 66
Visitor Centers.
He was also the project architect for
the iconic Chapel of the Holy Cross in
Sedona, Arizona (often erroneously attributed to Frank Lloyd Wright).
Planning for retirement, Dick and
Alice bought property on Section Avenue in 1981 and six years later moved
into the house he designed.
In “retirement” for 22 years, Dick
threw himself into community work
while maintaining a practice writing
specifications for other architects’ work.
Early on he served a term as president of the Property Owner’s Association and was spotted on one occasion
on his hands and knees at the Mangan’s
Landing waiting room making improvments to the bike rack. Besides designing some 35 private projects on the
island, Dick donated countless hours
of professional public work including
the Fire Hall remodel/addition, the
Community Center addition (now the
library), improvements to the Community Church, and the designs for
Anderson’s Store and water tower—all
as “gifts to the community.”
Dick had a lifelong love of nature
and outdoors, and his great sense of hu-

9

mor was greatly appreciated at the Men’s
Breakfasts, and at island talent shows.
Many remeber his recitation of Andy
Griffith’s classic humorous story, “What
it Was, Was Football.”
Besides his wife, Alice, survivors
include daughters Lora and her partner
Nora Carlson of Kirkland and Kristi
(Casey) Bazewick of Anacortes; sons
Eric and Peter of California; sister Linde
in Germany; and two grandsons.
Memorials can be made to the
Guemes Island Firefighter’s Association
or the Community Church.

John Waller
John Dudley Waller, a 14-year resident of Guemes, died September 30 at
home. He was 72.
John was born in Seattle on December 27, 1936, and grew up in the
Lakewood area where he graduated as
president of his class from Clover Park
High. He attended Stanford University
before serving with the Army in Korea.
He was married for 13 years to Marilyn Wright. They had four children.
In 1977 he married Patricia Patrick.
They lived primarily in the Seattle/Bellevue and Whidbey Island areas before
moving to Guemes. John was involved
in every aspect of financial investments,
including the creation of his own technology market-timing program and as a
consultant and mentor to others.
Survivors include his wife, Patsi;
sons Peter (Christi) and Jay (Heather);
daughters Charlotte (Dan) and Mary
(John); sister Barbara; and seven grandchildren.
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South Shore Road Studied Further

justin james

On September 28, Tom Ballard, interim
director of the Skagit County Public
Works Department, and Forrest Jones
of the department’s Transportation and
Programs area walked South Shore Road
from the “chicken foot” intersection
to the ferry landing, accompanied by
representatives from the South Shore
Road Advisory Committee (SSRAC).
The officials expressed concern at the
continuing
degradation of
the road.
As a result,
the geotechnical engineering firm Materials Testing
and Consulting (MTC)
was hired to
determine the life expectancy of the
road, whether the road should be closed
permanently, whether the road could
support two-way traffic, and whether
the current weight restriction was adequate. During the fall, MTC examined
the road and slope failures and studied
the results of ten drilled borings.
They conclude that the road has a
life expectancy of 20 years, provided
there’s a 10-foot setback from the south
road edge along the entire alignment.
Sections of the road within that setback
should be closed permanently. They
identify four critical areas and four areas
of concern. If these areas can be circumvented, a combination of closures,
reroutes, and maintenance might allow

two-way traffic along some sections of
the road.
MTC proposes a number of drainage recommendations: that existing and
new culverts be connected to closed
pipe outlets routed to the bottom of the
slope; that the road be regraded, so that
surface runoff flows into existing drainage ditches on the north side; or that
ditches be provided on the downhill side
to keep sheet
flow from
draining onto
the bluff.
County
staff are now
identifying drainage
recommendations, along
with possible improvements to the inadequate
sections of roadway, and determining
which sections are suitable for two-way
travel. Ballard said he expects to review
staff recommendations by the end of
January.
Surveyors have been determining
county rights of way along the road,
which will help identify areas where it
might be moved north to provide the
necessary 10-foot setback.

Helpful Facts About Island Life
Did you know . . .
. . . that anyone who lives on Guemes can
call Skagit Area Transit (SKAT) and schedule
a pickup at the ferry landing on the Anacortes side? Just call (360) 757-4433 or tollfree (877) 584-7528 and ask for dispatch.
. . . there’s a weather station on top of Anderson’s Store that feeds data to the National Weather Service? Check out the display panel next to the cash register.
. . . you can now recycle plastic bags and
styrofoam at the Community Hall? On the
north side of the Hall, recycling champ Anne
Jackets has placed a bin that can take grocery bags, dry-cleaning bags, bread bags,
plastic wrappers for bulk goods (like from
Costco), cereal bags, and clean food wrap.
There’s a separate bin for styrofoam, and
others for cans, plastic bottles, and paper.
These bins are distinct from the large Waste
Management bins, and it’s important NOT
to put these kinds of plastic in their bins.
Anne personally collects this plastic and styrofoam and takes them off-island to recycle
at centers that accept them.
. . . about LineTime, Guemes’s community
Web site? It’s chock-full of up-to-the-minute information regarding the ferry schedule, flooding problems, events, etc. It also
includes posts from island organizations, a
phone directory, message boards, and lots
more. Check it out at www.linetime.org.

From the inaugural issue of the Evening Star, July/August 1995
South Shore Road to Move Inland?
The long-rumored relocation of South Shore Road from the ferry landing to the
“S turns” is being given serious consideration by the Skagit County Public Works
Department. . . .

Tragedy Strikes Island
Construction Project
A long-running land-use dispute on the island took an
almost unthinkably tragic turn in December, as a house
being lowered onto a new foundation fell and killed a construction worker.
The house, near the ferry landing just off South Shore
Road, was built in 2005, but was found to be taller than allowed by neighborhood covenants. The homeowners, Mark
and Bonnie Antoncich, responded by having the roof of
the 1,800-square-foot house lowered. However, that wasn’t
sufficient to bring it under the covenant’s height limit.
In June 2009, the Antonciches applied for a building
permit to move the house onto a new, lower foundation.
That work was underway at around 3:00 p.m. on December 12 when, for reasons as yet unknown, the house shifted
on its supports and fell several feet down and sideways. Six
workers were under the house.
Neighbors from both sides rushed to the scene and
called 911. Anacortes and Guemes Island fire department
responders arrived within minutes. Meanwhile, five workers crawled out from under the house. But David Leep, 57,
had been trapped between two beams and killed instantly.
As the tragic afternoon wore on, representatives from
the Skagit County Sheriff’s Department, the coroner’s office, and TV reporters from KING and KOMO arrived.
Neighbors opened their homes so the rescuers and construction workers could escape the weather. Sandy Lane,
who lives next door, provided hot cocoa. Tom and Juby
Fouts brought food from the Holiday Potluck.
Leep’s body was recovered that evening, after a boom
truck was able to lift the house to provide access.
Over the ensuing days, the house continued to settle
further. “It is considered to be totaled and is going to be demolished,” said Guemes Island Fire
Chief Mike Stamper. “We’ve never had a structural collapse on the island,” said Stamper, and
noted that the closest specialists in this type of
emergency are in Snohomish County. He said
the department plans to start training a team in
structural-collapse work.
Hector Castro, of the Washington State Department of Labor and Industries, told the Tide
that there is an ongoing investigation into the
accident. Castro said he cannot release any information concerning the investigation until it
is complete.
Leep, a native of Manhattan, Gallatin County, Montana, had lived in Mount Vernon since
1975. He was laid to rest in Hills Cemetery near
Manhattan on December 19. An informal memorial fund, begun by Anne Jackets, filled an
envelope at the store and was delivered to Leep’s
family via Evans Funeral Chapel in Anacortes.
Further memorial contributions can be made to
Habitat for Humanity.
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The house where the acccident occurred is slated for demolition.
A letter to the Guemes community from
Mark and Bonnie Antoncich
On December the 12th, 2009, our house collapsed and killed David
Leep. He was hired by our contractor just the day before. We did get
to meet his grown children and other members of the family at Evans
funeral home.They were wonderful and strong and were as concerned
about our well-being as we were for them. The contractor and his
crew have also suffered a great deal, and we are thankful that none of
them were physically hurt. At this time, there has not been any determination as to the cause.
Our goal is to rebuild and hopefully be Guemanians again by
Christmas. We miss all you folks over there, and want to thank all of
you for the many phone calls, e-mails, letters and cards of concern and
support. We have been offered cottages, homes, bedrooms and basements, both on island and off, as well as in Seattle, and 5 other states.
It’s so overwhelming to know that there are that many good-hearted
people out there. There were several letters and offers from people
we don’t even know.
We are living in Anacortes for now. We hope to see you all again
soon on our rock, beautiful Guemes Island.
—Mark and Bonnie Antoncich, mandb@antoncich.com
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A Taste of Guemes

jon prescott

Dawn Ashbach and Janice Veal

Dawn (left) and Janice cook up some fun.

By Karen Everett
When Dawn Ashbach and Janice Veal
set out to write their first cookbook, San
Juan Classics, in the mid 1980s, they
were young Guemes Island mothers and
wives—yet had already been friends on
Guemes for 17 years.
Now—two best-selling cookbooks, a
children’s activity book, and thousands
of great meals later—40 years of friendship are still going strong.
Ashbach and Veal have always had a
huge amount in common. Both attended Western Washington University
and became teachers. While at Western,
both were drawn to Guemes Island boys
(Bud Ashbach and Glen Veal), whom
they both ended up marrying—and
raising a pair of boys each. Their husbands fished commercially in the summers, so there was no lack of fresh seafood in either home. Both have fantastic
senses of humor, and sometimes refer to
themselves as “Lucy Ricardo and Ethel
Mertz,” from the I Love Lucy show.
Both learned to love to cook in the
early days of their marriages. “Our families each had a lot of good recipes, and
this is before everyone became the foodies they are now,” says Veal. Ashbach
adds, “Living on Guemes Island, we always had so many things that are taken
for granted today all over the country,
like fresh produce and seafood.”
San Juan Classics, published in 1987,
and its sister San Juan Classics II feature
just those luscious kinds of ingredients. They were working with greens

and berries straight
from island gardens,
and of course wild
seafood like Dungeness crab, oysters, and
clams straight from
the North Beach tide
flats or kings or silvers
fresh off the boat
when the guys came
in from fishing. Both
women avoid processed foods in their
recipes.
From travels around the islands, the
duo determined there was a real lack of
good island souvenirs like a cookbook.
“There wasn’t much in the way of competition,” says Ashbach, “except lame
T-shirts and hats.”
Yet the success of their cookbooks
relied on a strong work ethic, too. “We
made a commitment to view it as a job,
and worked on it from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
five days a week,” says Veal. “We’d write
all morning and then get hungry and go
make a fabulous lunch and then trudge
back upstairs and write some more.”

Casting a wide net to find their recipes, they wrote letters to many famous
island restaurants, B&Bs, and cooks
known for their incredible foods. They
went out to the islands and met with
chefs, too. Ashbach adds that “the hardest recipes were the ones from chefs . . .
not everyone thinks in ounces.” The duo
worked hard to create the standardized
recipe format that put their cookbooks
a cut above most regional efforts. Not
to mention the recipes! Each one was
tested and retested in their kitchens.
When it came to those first sales,
the pair had their work cut out for
them. Loading up Dawn’s van, they hit
every touristy gift shop, bookstore, and
boutique in the San Juan Islands, as well
as all local towns and the Seattle area.
Cooking classes were another way to get
people quickly sold on their cookbook.
It was a hit! They quickly sold out of
the first printing of 5,000 books. In the
past 23 years, they’ve had 14 printings
and sold more than 70,000 copies.
And, on the question everyone wants
to ask, “Will there be a San Juan Classics
III?” Ethel and Lucy are mum. . . .
But they did share with me a new
recipe not yet in any cookbook. I tested
it in my kitchen, and it is delish!

Winter Chicken Soup
The fennel and escarole add unique flavor to a traditional chicken soup. For variety, use
different combinations of pasta. Delicious on a cold winter day. Serves 8.
1 chicken breast
1 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon olive oil
½ cup chopped onion
1 bulb fennel, trimmed, cored, and chopped
4 medium carrots, peeled and sliced
4 cloves garlic, minced
1½ teaspoon dried thyme
1 teaspoon dried fennel

8 cups chicken broth
2 cups assorted dried pasta (such as
orecchiette and gemelli)
2 15-ounce cans cannellini beans, rinsed
1 small head escarole, roughly chopped (about
4 cups)
Salt and pepper to taste
Fennel fronds (optional)
1 cup grated Parmesan cheese

1. Place chicken breast in a medium stockpot. Cover with water (about 4 cups), add
salt, and bring to a boil. Reduce heat, cover, and simmer until done, about 15 minutes.
Remove chicken from broth to cool and cut into bite-size pieces. Reserve broth.
2. In a large frying pan, heat oil over medium heat. Sauté onion, fennel, carrots, and garlic
until tender. Stir in dried herbs and set aside.
3. Add chicken broth to reserved broth in stockpot and heat to boiling. Cook pasta according to package directions.
4. Add vegetable mixture, beans, chicken, and escarole to stockpot and heat through.
Season with salt and pepper to taste.
5. Serve in individual heated soup bowls. Garnish with leafy fennel fronds, if desired.
Parmesan cheese can be used as garnish or served in a bowl for the table.
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Burglaries Still Unsolved; Arrests in Car Theft
Sheriff’s deputies visit island
justin james

in the ferry line, call 911. If a sheriff’s
deputy can’t be there to meet that boat,
the Anacortes police can hold a suspect
until we can get there.”
Arrests in multiple-vehicle theft

Two Anacortes men were arrested in
early December and charged with two
counts each of theft of a motor vehicle.
The charges against Charles Dylan
Whitney, 18, and Bryan H. Yates, 19,
stemmed from an incident on November 12, when two vehicles were stolen
from the ferry parking lot on the island.
First, a yellow Chevrolet pickup was
taken. It was soon run into a ditch and
abandoned. Next, a white Toyota station
wagon was stolen; it developed a flat tire
and was run off the road and into a tree,
totaling the vehicle. Inside the car was
fresh blood, as well as an assortment of
items apparently stolen from other cars
justin james

By Nick Allison
Residential burglaries on the island
surged in the last four months of 2009,
echoing a trend seen in late 2008. Skagit
County law officers suspect that the
same individual or group is responsible
for the break-ins, but have no suspects.
Islanders are advised to keep their eyes
open for suspicious activity.
The frequency of the crimes is historically unusual. Chief Criminal Deputy
Will Reichardt of the Skagit County
Sheriff’s Office told the Tide, “Between
2002 and 2007, the high-water mark
[for Guemes burglaries] was three in
a year. But then in 2008 we had three
over the July 4th weekend, and then
eight that fall.”
The burglaries slowed down again—
for a while. “In the first eight months
of 2009 it was back to the old pattern.
Then, starting in September 2009,
there’ve been probably eight to ten in
four months.
“I’m convinced they’re connected,”
says Reichardt. He adds that the perpetrator is “probably somebody who’s pretty familiar with the island, somebody
who’s comfortable there, who doesn’t
draw attention to themselves”—such as
a resident, former resident, or frequent
visitor.
The sheriff’s office has investigated
several suspects, but they were “definitively cleared.” At present the department has no good leads. Deputies did
lift fingerprints from at least one crime
scene, and are awaiting results from the
state’s crime lab. However, the prints
would need to be of high quality and to
match someone in the Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS)
database. It may be many months before
any result is returned.
Meanwhile, Reichardt urges islanders to be on the lookout for unusual
or suspicious activity, such as someone
approaching a neighbor’s house when
they’re not home. “I would encourage
people not to take aggressive action,”
he cautions. “Just get a good look and a
license number.”
He adds, “If you see a suspicious car

The wrecked Toyota was abondoned.

in the ferry lot.
Acting on a tip, sheriff’s deputies
later questioned the two men, one of
whom had injuries consistent with
the accident. They were arrested and
charged, and are currently awaiting trial.

Deputies Molitor and Sheahan-Lee

On January 24, about 50 islanders filled
the Community Center hall for an
evening presentation by two representatives of the sheriff’s department. A few
highlights:
• Chief of Field Services Tom Molitor emphasized that, despite the recent
burglaries and other incidents, Guemes’s
crime rate is “astronomically low” compared to the county or nation.
• Sergeant Jennifer Sheahan-Lee, who
works extensively with block watches,
placed special emphasis on recording
the serial numbers of valuables—most
burglaries, she said, are solved through
recovering stolen property via pawn
shops or fences, and “we like to know
who to give it back to.”
• Both officers urged islanders to report
any suspicious activity by calling 911.
• Sheahan-Lee passed out a copy of the
sheriff’s department’s interactive crime
map, which is available at www.skagitcounty.net/Sheriff/Applications/IncidentMap/ASP/CrimeMap.asp.

How to help keep Guemes safe
for you and your neighbors

Chief Reichardt offers these tips for preventing crime on the island:
- Make it difficult to get into your house. Lock all doors and windows.
- Don’t make it obvious when you’re away. Tell your neighbors when you will
be gone.
- Engrave ID numbers (such as your driver’s license number) on valuables.
- Install a motion-detector alarm.
- Talk to your neighbors and tell them what precautions you’ve taken. Ask
them to call 911 if they see any unusual activity or hear an alarm.
- Don’t hesitate to call 911 if you see or hear anything suspicious—it’s the best
way to reach the sheriff’s office, even in a nonemergency.
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Index Cable Upgrades Internet System
On Sunday, January 17, Matt Varhaug of Index Cable announced to the
Guemes Island Internet/TV Advisory
Committee (GIITAC) that the Varhaug
family will retain ownership of the
company and has begun upgrading the
speed of the current Internet system.
For the past year, the Varhaugs have
been working with a prospective buyer
of the company. Their decision not to
sell resulted from a combination of legal
delays, the economic downturn that
reduced the financial backing of the
buyer, and Matt’s decision to stop working for Comcast as a contractor.
Matt has had the system thoroughly
and professionally tested and has fixed a
number of problems, which is resulting
in faster upload and download speeds.
He will soon be upgrading to a wireless link in Anacortes for the Internet
connection to Guemes Island, as was
advocated by GIITAC. This move will
enhance speeds further. He initially
expects to provide speeds of 2.0 megabits per second for downloading and

.512 megabits per second for uploading,
for the same monthly fee ($44.95) that
Index Cable customers currently pay
for Internet service. Cablerocket will
continue to be the service provider.
There are no immediate plans for
upgrading the cable television service or
channel lineup, although Matt is considering digital and/or high-definition
packages that might become available
next year.
This year, Matt plans to extend service to Solstice and Lewis Lanes, and is
researching extensions to Nootka Lane,
Ocean Acres, and Clark Point.
How to Check Your Internet
Connection Speed
Use your browser to go to the www.
speedtest.net Web site. Wait until the “Begin Test” button appears on the map. Click
that button to test your download and
upload speeds, as well as your latency—a
“ping” number that indicates the efficiency
and speed of signal travel between your
computer and the host server.

Looking Back (From the Files of The Evening Star)
One year ago: Febraury 2009
South Shore Road Committee is established and gets to work.
County installs weather station at
Anderson’s Store.
Public Works Director Jim Voetberg
resigns.
Five years ago: February 2005
A long-range plan for the Community
Center includes off-street parking, on
land donated by the Humble family,
and upgrading and expanding the
existing hall.
Two injured bald eagles from
Guemes were released near Mangan’s
Landing after treatment at Wolf Hollow
Animal Rehabilitaion in Friday Harbor.
Ten years ago: February 2000
Work on the Murray Read Pavilion
urged to start after three-and-a-half
Mr. Watch It

(Michael Herrboldt)
House Sitting, Home Checks, Winterizing, Warmups, and Handyman Services
360.391.0814 www.MrWatchIt.com

years of preparation.
Marvin and Alice Shoultz celebrate
50 years on Guemes.
A “Star-Gazer” dome has been
ordered for the playground at Schoolhouse Park.
101 years ago: October 7, 1909
Pacific Telephone Co. laid its 5,500-foot
cable across Guemes Channel from
the foot of Commercial Avenue to “the
East Point on Mrs. (Flora) Mangan’s
property. The exchange will be maintained in the Island Grocery Store.”
—Anacortes American
If islanders don’t know about you,
how can they hire you?

Give your business a
spring tonic by advertising in
the March issue of

The Guemes Tide
Contact Bob Easton at
(360) 299-0570 or
advertising@guemestide.org

