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Ferry Riders and Crew Face Ongoing Challenges
win anderson

ger-only launch Strait Arrow made five
runs during the outage.
• For planning purposes, islanders are
reminded that the car ferry will be out
of service for an estimated six weeks beginning October 4 while the concrete
transfer bridges on both docks are replaced. A launch will operate between
a temporary dock at Mangan’s Landing
and Cap Sante Marina. Every effort is

Want the Tide to flow right
into your mailbox?
Subscriptions are $20 a
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address is on page 2.
being made to accommodate disabled
passengers, Panzero told the Tide.
• The security system for the three
parking lots was still awaiting parts as
we went to press.
• Finally, Panzero said the county has
advertised for proposals for a ticketing
machine that he plans to have in operation by the time the new terminal building is finished.
holiday matchett

spaces, 5 handicap spots, and
4 public spaces.
The only other
parking shown is
4 in-line spaces reserved for
the crew on the
east side. Panzero says 13 of
the lost spaces
will be replaced
through a revised
plan on 6th
Street between J
and K avenues,
A group of Guemes schoolchildren checks on progress of the
new ferry-terminal construction.
for a net loss of
just 5 spaces.
According to Ferry Committee
By Win Anderson
In late March, City of Anacortes en- Chair Glen Veal, the proposed layout will likely be a primary topic at
gineers were striving to clear up traffican upcoming public forum on ferry
pattern and parking challenges brought
matters moderated by Panzero, schedabout by 6th Street construction. Ferry
uled for 2:30 p.m., Sunday, April 18,
manager Ron Panzero told the Tide
that the biggest problems have involved at the Community Center. This will be
a chance for the Guemes community
blocked driveways and the holding line
backing up on I Avenue. He added that to meet with Panzero and other Public
Works representatives to discuss this and
the engineers hope to have these snags
other ferry-related issues. The proposworked out by the time traffic picks up
al’s full text and drawings are posted
during spring break in April.
on LineTime (www.linetime.org).
Meanwhile, county planning engiComments can be addressed to Public
neers have produced a revised draft of
Works, 1800 Continental Place, Mount
the layout for the dock that shows the
Vernon, WA 98273.
elimination of 18 general public parkIn other ferry news:
ing places rather than the 30 estimated
• The 5½-hour shutdown of the
by island architect Tom Lindsey. The
M/V Guemes on Saturday, March 6, was
proposed layout, which is posted on
caused by an engine coolant problem
the Skagit County Web site, shows 2
requiring parts that had to be obtained
“ferry operations” parking spaces south
in Bellingham. Panzero says the repairs
of the new terminal building, followed
were made to both engines. The passenby a pair of five-minute public loading

The 6th Street resurfacing project appears
to have swallowed this worker.
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Spectacular Smoke Display
No Cause for Alarm

Wednesday afternoon, March 17,
black smoke billowed into the sky above
the Tesoro Refinery. The large flames
and the dense cloud of smoke, visible
for many miles, were due to the unexpected shutdown of three boilers, which
produce most of the refinery’s steam. As
a result, gases were briefly sent to the
flare safety relief system.
Human Resources Manager John
McDarment told the Tide, “The flare
system is designed to handle this type of
event and is working properly to safely
burn off excess gas. Smoke that was observed was due to burning off of gases
at the flare and was not associated with
a fire at the facility. All personnel are accounted for and there are no injuries associated with the event.”

Thank You, Donors, for
Tiding Us Over!
The Tide’s all-volunteer staff would like
to extend our gratitude to the folks listed below, each of whom contributed financial support to help make publication
of The Guemes Tide a reality.
Rod and Barbara Brown, Jim Carroll,
Arden Charles, Bob and Barbee Cromack, Gary Curtis, Jim and Reva Dugan,
Tom and Juby Fouts, Mike and Anne Jackets, Mary Killinger, Marianne Kooiman,
Charles Martin, Bob and Holiday Matchett, Sandy McKean, Priscilla Miller, Tom
Murphy, Lynne Myall, Pat O’Donnell, Jerry and Susan Posten, Alan and Sandra
Richardson, Bruce and Laura Saunders,
Jerry and Elizabeth Schreurs, Mark Simons and Brenda Trombly, and Naomi
Wilkins.
Thanks for supporting your community newspaper!

Guemes Community Receives Award
The Skagit Land Trust honored
all Guemes Islanders recently with
the Outstanding Community Partner
Award and a standing ovation.
Trust director Molly Doran presented the framed award to the community at the trust’s annual membership meeting March 19 at Hillcrest Park
in Mount Vernon. Accepting the award
on behalf of the island were Save the
Mountain steering committee co-chairs
Paul Beaudet, Joost Businger, Karen Everett, Marianne Kooiman, and tireless
worker and donator Mark Linnemann.
The award is on display at the Hall.
In addition, Joost Businger was sin-

gled out with a Special Recognition and
Conservation Award “in recognition of
his deep commitment to conservation
on Guemes Island, as reflected by his
donation to Skagit Land Trust of his ‘inholding’ on top of Guemes Mountain.
This was a critical part of the project
that will benefit generations of people
and wildlife.”
In accepting the award, the 85-yearold Joost said, “Since my grandfather
was Swiss, I always wanted to own a
mountain. And although I loved having the top of the mountain, I realize I
won’t live forever and that it’s better in
conservation.”

County Continues Search for Public Works Director
The Skagit County Public Works
Department has 145 full-time employees and an annual budget of $52 million. In addition to the Guemes Ferry,
the department’s responsibilities include
flood control, salmon restoration, shellfish protection, surface water and drainage, solid waste, utility permits, and the
maintenance of 800-plus miles of roads
and 105 bridges. What it doesn’t have is
a permanent director.
After reviewing the qualifications
of 22 applicants this fall for the vacated position and finding none satisfactory, the county reopened the position
on March 12, increasing the salary to
between $97,029 and $111,362. A
national search is underway, and preliminary interviews began at the end of
March. The position will remain open
until filled.
This saga began in January 2009,
when Director Jim Voetberg abruptly
resigned. He was replaced from within
the department by Interim Director Jeff
Miller, who left in March for a position
outside the county. Again from within
the department, Dave Sheridan was appointed interim director until he retired
in July. The current interim director,
Tom Ballard, is a private consultant
with considerable experience, including a stint as Deputy Director of Public
Works and Utilities in Pierce County.
According to the online job posting,

desired qualifications for the position
include the ability to “translate complex
issues into a clear plan that the community and County Commissioners can
fully understand” and to “bring appropriate judgment, flexibility and political
savvy when working with elected officials and outside agencies.”
The Guemes Tide (USPS #014-902) is published monthly except in January and August by
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Island Road, Anacortes, WA 98221. Periodical
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Lowest Part of Edens Road to Be Raised This Summer
necessary. Beginning in
April, the county plans
to start stockpiling materials on-island in order
to avoid heavy use of the
ferry during construction.
When South Shore
Road was closed to twoway traffic in 2008 to
prevent further deterioration of the south lane,
Edens Road became the
sole eastbound route
Franz Fellner hauls an outbuilding along a flooded Edens
for Holiday Hideaway
and South Shore Road Road in January 2005.
to avoid the high water. Raising Edens
residents. That winter
brought severe flooding to Edens Road, Road was one of the short-term recomand many islanders resorted to traveling mendations to the county by the South
Shore Road Advisory Committee.
the wrong way on South Shore Road

thea lacross

Junior Firefighters Learn, and Also Serve
both medical and fire
calls, although there
are some restrictions
on their hours and onscene duties.
Both Zander and
Lori cite a desire to
help the community as
one of the attractions
of the program. “I’ve
watched my dad go
out and help people all
my life, and it really
inspired me to help,
Junior firefighters Lori Stamper (left) and Zander Woofenden
too,” said Lori. “I want
(right) pose with new “regular” firefighter Olivia Snell. They
must learn to don all the gear, from boots to helmet, in under to give back to the
community I’ve grown
60 seconds.
up in and help those
By Blaine LaCross
Three times a month, the old siren
on the Fire Hall summons the members
of the volunteer fire team to a meeting. That team now includes two young
islanders: Zander Woofenden, 16, and
Lori Stamper, 17, who joined the department as junior firefighters last fall.
Started in September of last year, the
junior firefighter program offers local
16- and 17-year-olds the opportunity
to learn from and work alongside the
fire team. Junior firefighters respond to

who’ve always helped me.”
Both teenagers say they have also enjoyed learning new things. “Mostly, I’ve
learned to stay calm in tense situations,”
Zander notes. “From the time when
your pager goes off to when you return
to the Fire Hall, it’s very easy to get in a
hurry and make a mistake.”
Adds Lori, “I’ve learned a ton about
how to deal with fires, as well as medical
emergencies. I’ve learned the protocols
for first-on-scene for both med calls and
fire calls and how to pull, hold, and put
away hose. And I’ve also learned about
staging and traffic control.”
For more information about the junior firefighter program, contact Mike
Stamper at mike@guemesfire.com.

win anderson

Edens Road’s tendency to flood during heavy rains should soon be a thing
of the past, thanks to a county project
to raise the road’s grade.
According to Mike Farthing, project
manager for the Skagit County Public
Works Department, the county recently conducted a hydraulic analysis and
road survey as part of the Edens Road
Improvement Project. The resulting design raises the road 18 inches at the low
point of the valley, along a distance of
some 600 to 800 feet.
The bid opening for the project is
expected in mid-June, and the two-week
construction project is tentatively scheduled for mid-July to mid-August. Construction crews will make every effort
to keep one lane open, but short road
closures during nonpeak hours may be
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Bubble’s Canoe Comes Home
In late-breaking news, Mike Gwost
reports that a 10-year effort to bring the
dugout canoe once owned by island legend Henrietta “Bubble” Finley has been
successful. On March 31, he received
the official phone call from the Center
for Wooden Boats in Seattle that they
are transferring ownership of the canoe
to the Guemes Island Community Center Association. There will be a homecoming celebration on Saturday, April
24, that will include a salmon barbeque
and potluck, with music provided by
Spoonshine. This event will start at 6:00
p.m. at the Hall, where the canoe will
be on permanent display.
Wittman’s Song Accepted by
Folklore Society

Woodchoppers’ Ball — Always a Hit
and the iconic symbol of the ball, fireThe 24th annual Woodchoppers’
wood. Lucky fire winners were: Michael
Ball did indeed get “pulled out of the
hat” by host Mike Gwost. In fact, it oc- Brown, Cathy Schoenberg, Bud Ashcurred most appropriately on the last of- back, M. O’Hara, and Tobias Smith.
As usual, a good time was had by all.
ficial eve of winter, Saturday, March 20,
at the Hall. Everywhere you looked you Mike’s opinion of the event? “It turned
out to be a good night—no one ended
could see smiling faces!
up in a ditch.”
The evening started with a potluck,
Diners enjoyed their meals and some
old-time bluegrass courtesy of George
Park and Mike. The main headliner for
the night was the Blackberry Bushes
Stringband, whose cross between folk
and old-time “stompin’ music” inticesed
a whole flock of islanders out on the
floor to show their moves. Rumor has it
that Mike even gave a clogging demonstration.
There was the traditional raffle for
door prizes, which included a shop-vac
The Blackberry Bushes Stringband livens
donated by Sebo’s, a Bartlett pear tree
up the Woodchoppers’ Ball.
from Ace Hardware, a whole salmon,
Ferry Committee Ballots Due
On March 22, ballots were mailed to March issue of the Tide.
Ballots must be postmarked prior
Guemes registered voters for approval of
to April 8 or placed in the official bala proposed amendment to the Guemes
lot box at Anderson’s store by 5:00 p.m.
Island Ferry Committee charter. For
(store clock) on April 7.
details, see the article on page 15 of the

The group Cannery Row, from left: Greg
Hobson, Pam Hobson, and Tim Wittman

Islander Tim Wittman’s songwriting
and performing talents have been recognized by the Pacific Northwest Folklore
Society (PNWFS), which is including one of his songs on an upcoming
CD. Tim wrote “Cannery Row” (also
the name of his group, formerly called
Windsong) about the Sebastian-Stuart
Cannery, the red one you see from the
ferry. He used to play there as a kid.
Later, PNWFS contacted Tim to
see if he had any songs about tugboats,
to use on a tribute CD they are preparing. In response, Tim wrote “Ode to the
Enchantress,” about the tug of that name
that was abandoned in Padilla Bay. Both
songs can be heard on the PNWFS Web
site (www.pnwfolklore.org).

Poetry Festival Bigger and Better Than Ever
biannual event in downtown La Conner for the past decade. Sponsored by
the Skagit River Poetry Project, it funds
poets visiting classrooms throughout
Skagit and Whatcom counties. The
project recently received a Golden Apple
Award for excellence in education.
This undertaking actually has roots
here on Guemes. Anne McCracken was
one of the poetry project’s founders, and
works tirelessly for its success. Shirley
Gladish edited this year’s anthology of
Islander Thelma Palmer is one of the
poems from each participating poet. Lofestival’s local poets.
cal poets include Guemes’s own Thelma
This year’s Skagit River Poetry Festi- Palmer and former islanders Jean Hallingstad and Jim Bertolino.
val (May 20-22), featuring such literTo learn more, visit www.skagitriverary luminaries as Sherman Alexie and
poetry.org. We’ll also have more inforTed Kooser, is one of the largest poetry
mation in the Tide’s May issue.
events on the West Coast. It has been a
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Bag That Trash

Equine Education on Guemes
Guemes Students
Make Honor Roll

Earth Day is coming early on
Guemes! Join the island cleanup organized by Ivy Gwost on Saturday, April
10, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Volunteers
meet at the Pavilion to pick up trash
bags and instructions. For more info,
contact Ivy at 391-9311 or 293-5708.
BirdNote Program a
Soup Supper Hit
For those of you who wake
up listening to the birds,
“BirdNote”—which airs
seven days a week
at 8:58 a.m. on
KPLU-FM (our
local National Public Radio station at 88.5)—is a must. This two-minute program on birds, birdsong, and
avian ecology is packed with an amazing
amount of information.
Founder and executive producer
Christina Peterson and her husband,
Todd, who is editor and one of the writers, were invited to Guemes by Bob
Porter. They enthralled the Soup Supper
crowd on February 9 with the history of
the program and some great tales about
its production. “BirdNote” gives its over
350,000 national listeners a well-researched seasonal tidbit about a specific
bird every morning. They have already
produced more than 850 programs.
Susan Freeman, the granddaughter of Aldo Leopold, author of A Sand
County Almanac, will be featured on
“BirdNote” on April 21.
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Christine Cole (third from left) with participants, including Jackie Wittman’s Chip

During the week of March 1, islanders and their horses had the opportunity
to learn from “equine expansion coach”
Christine Cole. After introducing some
of her ideas at the March 2 Soup Supper, Christine then offered brief handson consultations with horses and their
people. On Sunday there was a workshop for those who wanted a more indepth experience with their horses.
Christine says that her 50-plus years
of experience have allowed her to take
the basics of Natural Horsemanship to
a whole new level. By using her methods of interacting with horses at liberty
(free of equipment), Christine says you
can learn to “demonstrate a new kind of
leadership, one that horses and people
recognize. And this experience has a
profound impact on our awareness of
the choices we make and how we define
our personal space.”
Some of the island’s “horsey set” are
hoping Christine will return this summer. For more information, contact Susan Bassett at 293-2609.

Art Show for Kit Marcinko
Artist Kit Saturdays and Sundays from April 17
Marcinko,
through May 23.
who has had
Although he works full-time on his
a home and
art and has a studio filled with paintstudio on
ings and sculptures, Marcinko has rarely
the west side shown his work outside of his own
of Guemes
space. This show will help make more
for over 30
islanders aware of this gifted artist’s
years, will be found-wood assemblages and freeform
featured in
bronze sculptures.
a one-perThe opening reception for the show
son show,
is April 17 from 6:30 to 10:00 p.m., at
“Out of the
the Studio Gallery, 5425 South Shore
Woods,” in the Studio Gallery at Sue
Drive. For more information, call Sue
Roberts Studio. The gallery will be open Roberts at 770-6140.

These Guemes Island students are
included in the Anacortes High School
Honor Roll for the fall/winter semester:
• Running Start Senior Ivy Gwost
• Senior Adair Cardon
• Running Start Juniors Malia Prescott
and Ara Verbano
• Juniors Mirissa Bosch, Shawna
Sparrow, and Lori Stamper
• Sophomores Ryan Everett and Jacob
Rector
• Freshman Jacqueline Anderson
Guemes Book Clubs 2010
Editors’ note: Over the next few issues
the Tide plans to share information about
some our island book clubs. If you would
like to have your club included contact
editorial@guemestide.org to get your club
included.
The Men’s Book Club is an informal
discussion group for island men who
enjoy mulling over books. Meetings are
on the second Thursday of the month at
7:00 p.m. at the Library, for about two
hours. The discussion usually focuses on
the current book selection, but may include other books that participants have
read. April’s book is The Long Emergency
by James Howard Kunstler (available at
the Guemes Library). You are not required to have read the current selection
in order to join in. For more information, contact George Meekins,
840-9391, gemeekins@yahoo.com.
The Library Book Club meets the
second Monday of each month at the
Library at 8:00 p.m. The group will be
discussing The Secret Subscription by
Sebastian Barry on April 12. Contact
Susan Rombeek, 293-0777, drsuus@
fidalgo.net.
The Brown Bag Book Club meets
the first Tuesday of each month. The
Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery will be discussed at the home of
Marianne Kooiman on Tuesday, April 6,
at 1:30 p.m. The reviewer is Anne Passarelli, and refreshments will be provided by Jackie Hartwich. Contact Holiday Matchett, 299-8552, holidaywm@
yahoo.com.
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Beachcombing

trish nisbet

with Win Anderson

The five-hour car ferry outage Saturday, March 6, gave me an unexpected
opportunity to show off the practical
wonder of traversing the Channel by
rowboat.
Store chef Yossarian Day called me
at home with some desperation in his
voice to say his assistant, Rocky Evans,
was stranded on the other side. In less
than an hour, fighting a robust ebb, the
mission was accomplished, beating the
Strait Arrow passenger launch, which
had just been called into service.
Not such a big deal if you consider
that as late as 1917, rowboats and native
canoes were still the Guemes-Anacortes
commute vessels of choice, though foot
passenger ferries had been in operation
on and off for a few years. (Noted Anacortes skiff builder Harry Rickabee credited the four young ladies of the Mangan clan as business-boosting attractions
for sales and rentals to rowing suitors at
the turn of the 20th century.)
In 1937, 22-year-old Betty Lowman (Carey) launched a 13-foot rowing
canoe off North Beach for a successful
66-day voyage to Alaska. Her boat is on
display in the Anacortes History Museum (as is a Rickabee skiff). You must
see it to believe Betty could have done it
in that tiny pea pod.
My former business in Anacortes
profited nicely during the years 197884, when I rowed to town three or four

khe, Dan Folkers, Brion Toss, and Carl
Meinzinger.
The rules specified that the course
begin at the front door of the American,
with the rowers restricted to nonmotorized transport. Riggs was allowed any
ride he wanted for the seven blocks to
the dock, and to choose the starting
time so he could catch the one o’clock
boat. Riggs chuckled and waved from
his Mustang as he passed the Cirrus
crew sauntering down 6th, shouldering
their 12-foot oars.
He wasn’t laughing when
they strolled past him as he
helplessly waited in line.
The Cirrus crew took
their time launching and getting settled, then dawdled
near the dock until Bacetich
advanced the throttles to roar
up to 10 knots. At a blistering 40 strokes per minute, the rowers were losing
Coxswain Lorrie Steele of the gig Cirrus urges her
rowers during their epic race with the M/V Guemes
ground.
almost 30 years ago.
But it was no contest.
My enthusiasm for rowing led to the Although both boats landed about the
same time, it was a full two minutes befounding of the Old Anacortes Rowfore Riggs could drive off to reach the
ing and Sailing Society (OARS) and to
a peculiar “race” that, as it happens, will finish line.
And therein lies the beauty of the
celebrate its 30th anniversary in a few
row: you are always first in line, and you
months.
can leave your ferry schedule at home.
The contest was between Anacortes
You can also forget about the gas can
American sports editor Dave Riggs, usand that noisy, stinky outboard you foring the then-new ferry M/V Guemes
got to winterize. Just bring along a log
piloted by Captain Al Bacetich, and
dog, a hammer, a lock, and some chain.
islander Lorrie Steele, coxswain of the
Leave your oars at the terminal building
four-oared Bronstein gig Cirrus, which
and enjoy your walk to town.
was powered by rowers Malcolm Wendays per week, working as late as I wanted. But I had several advantages: moorage at Anchor Cove Marina (thanks to
several customers whose yachts I worked
on); a safe place to land and store the
boat on Guemes; and the ferry as a
backup in times of extreme current or
storm, or when I had truck cargo. Since
you asked . . . the average slack-tide
crossing was about 12 minutes, and you
could add a half-hour depending on
wind and current.
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GICCA Board Continues to
Pursue Bandstand Project

Last summer’s temporary stage proved
popular, as this spontaneous play demonstrates. The GICCA board is researching
the cost of a permanent version.

By Thea LaCross
Guemes Island Community Center Association (GICCA) trustees and
volunteer cooks hosted another wellattended dinner before the March 18
meeting at the Hall. About 45 diners
of all ages shared a meal and conversation, with many staying for the meeting.
Kathy Finks offered activities for kids in
the Library.
The proposed Schoolhouse Park
bandstand/stage project was a key agenda item. Mark Linnemann reported that
the Park Committee has been collecting
drawings and photos of similar stages
from nearby communities and acquiring some rough ideas of cost. A lively,
positive discussion between the board
and the attendees followed, including
questions and comments about design,
materials, and the planning process.
President Harry Finks requested
an advisory vote by those attending as
to whether the board should proceed
to the next phase of planning, which
involves gathering information about
siting, codes/permits, and other official
details. The advisory vote was a unanimous “yes.” The board then voted unanimously to proceed, approving a small
budget to cover county planning-meeting fees and similar expenses.
Also on the agenda was a discussion
of legal and financial issues relating to
liability insurance for GICCA trustees
and officers. Mary Brennan, an attorney
who provides pro bono consultation to
GICCA, was present to help clarify the
legal aspects. Details will be posted on

the GICCA Web site (www.gicc.octopia.com) for community review prior to
any board action on this matter.
In other business:
• The Washington Trails Association (WTA) reports that finalizing access easement contracts for the Guemes
Mountain trail project is taking longer
than expected. With the WTA’s other
summer commitments, starting the trail
work may be delayed until fall.
• A locked “suggestions and donations” mailbox is being installed in the
Hall foyer.
• Harry Finks announced the formation of four new committees and encouraged community participation in
the following areas: Long-Range Planning, Park (and bandstand), Election
Process Review, and Community Building (community-related activities beyond stewardship of the physical properties).
• Volunteer cooks were encouraged to
get together and sign up for one of the
upcoming GICCA community dinners.
The next meeting will be Thursday,
April 15, with dinner at 6:15 p.m. and
the meeting starting at 7:00.

Birthdays

(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)

and Anniversaries

Jim O’Neil turns 81 on April 1.
Elaine Boyd turns 72 on April 6.
Alexander “Zander” Woofenden turns
17 on April 6.
Joan Nelson turns 78 on April 12.
Jacob Anthony Davelaar turns 16 on
April 16.
Jim Kager turns 85 on April 17.
Anna Tysseling Prewitt turns 8 on
April 20.
Samantha Marie Spahr turns 3 on
April 21.
Kessandra Danielson turns 13 on
April 28.
Wallie Funk turns 88 on April 29.
Hannah RaNelle Reinholt turns 13
on April 30.
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When

Apr 1, Thursday
Apr 2, Friday

Apr 3, Saturday

Through Apr 17
Apr 4, Sunday

Apr 5, Monday

Apr 6, Tuesday

Apr 7, Wednesday

Apr 8, Thursday
Apr 9, Friday
Apr 10, Saturday

Apr 11, Sunday
Apr 12, Monday

Apr 13, Tuesday

What

Time

Where

Contact

The Gathering Luncheon
Halloween Party
Strength Building Group
Easter Egg Dyeing
Family Game Night
Easter Egg Hunt
Library open
Solar Energy International (SEI)
Potluck
SEI – Workshops
(registration required)
Meditation
Easter Service
(Fiber Arts canceled for Easter)
Easter Brunch
Strength Building Group
Library open
(Yoga canceled due to SEI)
Brown Bag Book Club (1st Tues)

11:30am – 12:15pm
High noon
7:30am – 8:15am
4:00pm – 6:00pm
6:00pm – 9:00pm
10:00am
2:00pm – 4:00pm

Church
Cemetery
Church
Hall
Hall
Park/Pavilion
Library

Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Lawrence Kelly
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Stella Spring 588-1588
Thea 299-0418/Sophie 588-9090
Tom Butler 632-0002
Carol Pellett 293-8128

7:00pm

Hall

Ian Woofenden 293-5863

All day

Hall

Ian Woofenden 293-5863

8:30am – 10:30am
9:30am – 10:30am

Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Church
Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor

11:00am
7:30am – 8:15am
2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm

Church
Church
Library

Julie Pingree 293-2269
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128

12:00

Holiday Matchett 299-8552

After School Library Day
Soup Supper – Guam
Strength Building Group
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga
Ferry Ballots Due
The Gathering Luncheon
Men’s Book Club (2nd Thurs)
Strength Building Group
Family Game Night
GIPOA Board Meeting
Island Cleanup
Library open
Meditation
Sunday church service
Strength Building Group
Library open
(Yoga canceled due to SEI)
Library Book Club (2nd Mon)

4:00pm – 6:00pm
6:00pm – 8:30pm
7:30am – 8:15am
11:00am
2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm
6:30pm – 8:00pm

Home of Marianne
Kooiman
Hall/Library
Church
Church
Church
Library
Hall

11:30am – 12:15pm
7:00pm – 9:00pm
7:30am – 8:15am
6:00pm – 9:00pm
9:30am
10:00am – 3:00pm
2:00pm – 4:00pm
8:30am – 10:30am
9:30am
7:30am – 8:15am
2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm

Church
Library
Church
Hall
Library
Pavilion
Library
Island Sangha Zendo
Church
Church
Library

Lorraine Francis 293-8364
George Meekins 840-9391
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Thea 299-0418/Sophie 588-9090
Howard Pellett 293-8128
Ivy Gwost 293-5708
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128

8:00pm

Library

Susan Rombeek 293-0777

After School Library Day
Soup Supper – Guam Pt. 2

4:00pm – 6:00pm
6:00pm – 8:30pm

Hall/Library
Church

Tom Butler 632-0002
Julie Pingree 293-2269

Fire Commissioner’s meeting

7:30pm – 9:00pm

Fire Hall

Jack Fees 293-4493

7:30am – 8:15am
11:00am
2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm
6:30pm – 8:00pm

Church
Church
Library
Hall

Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Susie Gwost 293-5708

Apr 14,Wednesday Strength Building Group
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga

Tom Butler 632-0002
Julie Pingree 293-2269
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Susie Gwost 293-5708

All events listed are open to the public (some require pre-registration)
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April 2010
What

Time

Where

The Gathering Luncheon
GICCA meeting & dinner
(Kids playtime at Library)
Apr 16, Friday
Strength Building Group
Family Game Night
Apr 17, Saturday Library open
Kit Marcinko Art Reception
Apr 18, Sunday
Meditation
Sunday church service
Fiber Arts (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Ferry Public Forum
Apr 19, Monday
Strength Building Group
Library open
Library Board Mtg. (3rd Mon)
(Yoga canceled - Lib. mtg.)
Apr 20, Tuesday
After School Library Day
Soup Supper – America’s Cup
Apr 21,Wednesday Strength Building Group
Men’s Breakfast (3rd Wed)
Cemetery meeting
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga

11:30am – 12:15pm
Dinner 6:15pm
Mtg. 7:00 – 8:30pm
7:30am – 8:15am
6:00 – 9:00pm
2:00pm – 4:00pm
6:30 – 10:00pm
8:30am
9:30am
9:30am – 1:00pm
2:30pm
7:30am – 8:15am
2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm
7:30pm

Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Hall

Harry Finks 588-9192

Church
Hall
Library
Sue Roberts Studio
Island Sangha Zendo
Church
Hall
Hall
Church
Library
Hall

Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Thea 299-0418/Sophie 588-9090
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Sue Roberts (360)-770-6140
Jon Prescott (360)-929-6996
Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Glen Veal 293-3721
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Carol Pellett 293-8128

4:00pm – 6:00pm
6:00pm – 8:30pm
7:30am – 8:15am
8:00am
9:00am
11:00am
2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm
6:30pm – 8:00pm

Hall/Library
Church
Church
Church
Anderson’s
Church
Library
Hall

Tom Butler 632-0002
Julie Pingree 293-2269
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Mike Jackets 293-0530
Robert Easton 299-0570
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Susie Gwost 293-4995

Apr 22, Thursday
Apr 23, Friday
Apr 24, Saturday

The Gathering Luncheon
Strength Building Group
Family Game Night

11:30am – 12:15pm
7:30am – 8:15am
6:00pm – 9:00pm

Church
Church
Hall

Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Thea 299-0418/Sophie 588-9090

Native Plant Sale

10:00am – noon

Skagit Display Garden Marianne Kooimann 293-5815

Library open
“Bubble’s” Canoe Party

2:00pm – 4:00pm
6:00pm

Library
Hall

Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mike Gwost 293-5708

8:30am
9:30am
7:30am – 8:15am
2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm
6:30pm – 8:00pm
4:00pm – 6:00pm
6:00pm – 8:30pm
7:30am – 8:15am
11:00am
2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm
6:30pm – 8:00pm
11:30am – 12:15pm
7:30am – 8:15am
6:00pm – 9:00pm

Island Sangha Zendo
Church
Church
Library
Hall
Hall/Library
Church
Church
Church
Library
Hall
Church
Church
Hall

Jon Prescott 929-6996
Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Tom Butler 632-0002
Julie Pingree 293-2269
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Susie Gwost 293-5708
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Thea 299-0418/Sophie 588-9090

When

Apr 15, Thursday

Apr 25, Sunday

Meditation
Sunday church service
Apr 26, Monday
Strength Building Group
Library open
Yoga
Apr 27, Tuesday
After School Library Day
Soup Supper – Sailboat Race
Apr 28,Wednesday Strength Building Group
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga
Apr 29, Thursday The Gathering Luncheon
Apr 30, Friday
Strength Building Group
Family Game Night

Contact

ONGOING through the month of April: Terminal building construction, 6th Street improvements, and path relocation
Compiled by Sophie Dobra
If you have an event you’d like to add to the Community Calendar. Call Sophie at 588-9090 or write sdobra@cablerocket.com.
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open 7 days
m-f 8-7
sat 8-8
sun 8-7
293-4548

www.Guemes
IslandStore.com

The last month was, happily, a quiet
one for law enforcement on Guemes.
Last fall’s spate of burglaries continues
to look like an anomaly, as things settle
back to a normal low level.
According to Will Reichardt, chief
criminal deputy for the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office, there were only two
island break-ins reported between late
February and late March, both on Holiday Boulevard.
One occurred sometime between
last October and March 6, during
which time the owner never visited his
vacation home. He returned to find the
front door open and evidence of someone having been inside—yet nothing
was missing.
The other incident occurred on February 24, and was very similar: someone had gained entry to a house but
nothing was missing.
“I think they’re very likely related
and they probably both happened on
the 24th,” said Chief Reichardt. “It
sounds like kids ‘exploring,’ but who
knows for sure?”

proudly serving
Guemes since 1998

justin james

March Is Quiet
Month on Island

Lovely Guemes Island

Whether you live here or you’re in from out of
town, there’s nothing quite like spending the day
on Guemes Island.
Be sure to stop
by and
have a
delicious
meal with us
here at
Anderson’s
General
Store!
And don’t
forget to browse
our assortment
of local foods
and products!

A Tradition Passes From
Hand to Hand
Not long after moving to Guemes
in 1984, Clifford “Kick” Weigel landed
the job of mowing Edens Cemetery.
The routine consists of mowing once or
twice a week, depending on the season,
and also edging and cleaning up debris
as needed.
After a 26-year run, Kick has finally
handed over the John Deere riding
mower’s keys to Kristen Nicholls. She
had placed an ad on LineTime looking
for lawns to mow.
Kick’s greatest pleasure with the
cemetery job was making a visit to his
wife, Janice, who rests there.

A Mighty Chorus
thea lacross
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Pacific chorus frog: small body, big voice

By Thea LaCross
They’re only an inch or two long,
but their spring mating calls make them
as impossible to miss as the yellow
splashes of daffodil dotting field

and roadside.
Pacific chorus frogs (Pseudacris regilla)—also known as Pacific tree frogs,
though they don’t spend much time
in trees—generally start their riotous
mating calls in late February and early
March, when large numbers of males
gather around vernal (ephemeral) ponds
and try to outcall one another in hopes
of winning the dating game. Females are
attracted to those with the loudest calls,
so evolution has favored strong vocals.
(In fact, the frogs’ call is so loud and
distinctive that it’s been used as night
background sound in countless Hollywood movies.)
Once eggs have been laid, the party’s
over, and the frogs move back into the
woods to wait for the next breeding
season. Although it’s not clear just how
far each frog may stray from its pond,
scientists say they do return to the same
spot for breeding each year. They can
live for three or four years.
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Letters
Northwind closing
Dear Guemes Friends,
With a very heavy heart, and with
careful thought, I am closing the Northwind Gallery this coming season. However, I want the gallery to remain as an
art center, and hope to continue with
special events such as artist receptions,
music concerts, and an occasional trunk
show, art sale, or holiday sale. I plan to
visit universities, community colleges,
and art schools around the Northwest,
looking for young art students who
would like to show their work.
The gift that Northwind Gallery has
given me was the opportunity to meet
so many wonderfully interesting people,
many of whom have become close
friends. I THANK YOU ALL for your
support. Now I look forward to spending more time enjoying my family and
my magical grandchildren, working on
my own art, and in my “needy weedy”
garden. If you want to be added to the
Northwind Gallery E-mail list, please email me at northwindgal@gmail.com.
Fondly,
—Sally Ross Riordan

Water-softener info needed
Hello Editors,
Congratulations on your second issue of The Guemes Tide. There is an
important topic I would like to see you
address in the future, and that is how
the use of water softeners in our homes
affects the quality of our groundwater. I
have seen some information from Mark
Spahr, who takes care of the Holiday
Hideaway water system, and I think he
would be the best person to write the
article. There are several types of softeners, and they all affect the groundwater
differently.
—Marianne Kooiman
Marianne, never let it be said that the
Tide is not responsive to its readers. Mark
was amenable to our request (he is indeed
a great resource), and his article on page
15 of this issue starts to address some of
these concerns. There is so much information that we will spread it out over two or
three issues. Thanks for the idea!
—The editors

Helpful Facts
About Island Life
Did you know . . .

. . . that alkaline batteries are not accepted as household hazardous waste
at Skagit County’s Solid Waste Division
Transfer Center? Since they no longer
contain mercury, the batteries aren’t
hazardous and can be placed in the
regular trash.
. . . that your functioning but outdated
cell phone can be converted into an
emergency phone for women needing crisis assistance? You can donate
phones to Skagit Domestic Violence
Services at (360) 336-9591. Working
cell phones exchanged at Anacortes
Radio Shack are also donated to helping organizations.
. . . that parts of your broken cell phone
can be useful? You can donate nonworking phones for recycling by dropping them off at Anacortes Radio Shack,
or by printing a prepaid mailing label at
www.recyclemycellphone.org.

Corrections
Our February story on the sheriff’s deputies’ visit to Guemes (p. 13)
neglected to mention that the deputies were invited by the Guemes Island
Property Owners Association.
In the March issue, our article about
the Guemes Mountain trail meeting (p.
3) implied that the Guemes Island Environmental Trust was officially represented at the meeting. They were not.
Additionally, we misstated the name of
the San Juan Preservation Trust.
Finally, we’d like to add Franz Fellner to the list of donors to the Save the
Mountain campaign.
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Businger and Kooiman Win 2009 Sustainable Guemes Award

Joost Businger and Marianne Kooiman have won the 2009 Sustainable
Guemes Award, announced Kit Harma,
chair of the selection committee that
sponsors the annual award. The award
recognizes special achievement in enhancing the long-term quality of island
life by balancing human activity with
the requirements of the natural world.
Since moving full-time to Guemes
in 1989, Joost and Marianne have been
leaders and participants in numerous
island organizations. Both played key
roles in the successful Save the Mountain campaign. Along with Paul Beaudet
and Karen Everett, they co-chaired the
steering committee. Joost participated in

negotiations with the owners of the mountain property, contacted key donors,
and led many hikes up the
mountain with potential
donors. Marianne also
contacted donors, organized the T-shirt sales and,
with Ann Cady, created a
native plant display for the
Mountain Day celebration
last summer. Joost and
Marianne, along with Gail
Nicolls, organized the auction that raised $70,000
(including matching funds) toward the
purchase of the mountain. Joost also donated a small but critical parcel of land
at the top of the mountain to the Skagit
Land Trust.
Marianne, who has a master’s degree in ecology, may be best known for
her interest in groundwater issues on
the island. As an early member of the
Guemes Island Environmental Trust,
she wrote the grant proposal that funded the 1992-93 groundwater study by
the U.S. Geological Survey and did part
of the fieldwork. She successfully shepherded an application through the Environmental Protection Agency to designate the island’s water supply as a sole

source aquifer, dispelling the myth that
island water came from an inexhaustible underground river with origins on
Mount Baker.
Marianne’s other contributions to
Guemes include importing and distributing 200 rain barrels to island gardeners, serving on the Skagit County
Seawater Intrusion Committee, successfully fighting against roadside spraying,
and working to encourage eradication
of invasive noxious weeds. She is also
a member of Waterworks, a committee that focuses on research and education about groundwater issues and water
conservation. For 15 years, Marianne
has been monitoring static water levels
and chloride and nitrate levels in wells
of participating property owners.
Joost is an internationally recognized, award-winning atmospheric scientist and author who serves as
the island’s resident expert on climate
change. He is the chair of the Guemes
Island Planning Advisory Committee
(GIPAC), which drafted the sub-area
plan that has been submitted for approval to Skagit County, delineating
growth patterns that will preserve the
island’s rural quality. GIPAC was also
responsible for bringing a team from
the American Institute of Architects to
Guemes, who conducted a study of the
island and held a workshop where residents identified guiding principles in
building a sustainable community.
Joost has contributed to the wellbeing of the island in many other
ways. He was instrumental in preserving Square Harbor as a Department of
Natural Resources wildlife habitat; he
managed the successful negotiations
concerning the Fohn subdivision that
cut the number of waterfront lots from
eight to four; and he has purchased and
preserved many acres of property with
conservation easements that will protect
them from future development.
Joost and Marianne were named Citizens of the Year in 2006 by the Guemes
Island Property Owners Association in
recognition of their wide-ranging service
to the island. The Sustainable Guemes
Award will be presented to them at the
Mountain Celebration on June 26.

• In Memoriam •
Elizabeth (Betsy) Burdock
Elizabeth Burdock, a much loved
18-year resident of Guemes Island, died
March 18 at home.
Born October 18, 1949, in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, Betsy received her
Bachelor of Fine Arts from Syracuse
University. She was known for her wonderful stained-glass work, locally here
at the Church and in homes across the
country. An avid traveler, she found joy
in the exploration of destinations both
nearby and abroad, but was happiest
here on the island with her garden, family, and pets.
Betsy was truly one of a kind. An
amazing wife, mother, and friend, she
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will be remembered for her kind heart,
warm soul, and whimsical nature.
Betsy was preceded in death by her
beloved dog, Angel. She is survived by
her husband Jep Burdock, of Guemes
Island; daughter Garland Eigner, of
Corvallis, Ore.; daughter Flora Burdock, of Brooklyn, N.Y.; parents John
and Virginia Tytus, of Seattle; brother
William Tytus, of Whidbey Island; and
sister Katherine Buhl, of Portland, Ore.
Her smile is very much missed, but
her love of all things wonderful remains
in her family and friends.
Memorials may be made to Skagit
Hospice Foundation, P.O. Box 1376,
Mount Vernon, WA 98273.

ö ö ö ö Not-Just-Dog Island Pets õ õ õ õ
This column will alternate with Karen Everett’s “A Taste of Guemes.” Submit candidates of any species
(see staff box) and tell us why he/she is a true island character. (It’s rumored that a yak may be next).

justin james

Beachmaster Duncan Mardesich

By Karen Everett
Duncan Mardesich is a swashbuckling beachmaster who cuts a wide swath
through Guemes Island. Sweet-tempered, intelligent, and a great tide-flat
hunter, he always brings a gift in his
mouth, whether a large maple leaf or a
live Dungeness crab.
“Dunkie” was raised on North Beach
by the Mardesich family. “He’s a purebred Golden Retriever, but of Canadian
field-trial champion stock rather than
show dogs,” says mom Jayne. “I think
that’s why he always brings things to
people.”
His prowess as a lover is legendary.
Out of his union with Jenny Stapp’s
Golden, Honeysuckle, came a whole
slew of puppies—Duncan Junior, Luna,
Lucy, Ginger, and Fuzzy. Another time,

Dunkie joined in
(nonsanctioned) bliss
with Khris Breckinridge’s yellow Lab,
Autumn. Their litter
included Mark and
Kelly Linnemann’s
Biko.
One of Dunk’s
most infamous
jaunts yielded several daughters and
thus grandpuppies.
Sniffing out Aaron Peterson and Jessica
Snelson’s Kenai, a gorgeous ¾ Siberian
Husky and ¼ Malamute, he enticed her
to go on a four-day spree. “Dunk and
Kenai sightings were reported everywhere,” says Jamie Diamond. “They
were even spotted jumping on a sheriff’s
car at Anderson’s.” Soon came many
gorgeous results, including Aaron and
Jessica’s Raven, Willie McWatter and
Jamie Diamond’s Fortuna, Carl Abadie’s
Jasmine, and Russ and Zeedie Moline’s
Berniece. Fortuna made Duncan an
island grandfather many times over.
“This all came to an end when Dunk
was fixed eight years ago,” laughs Jayne.
“And he pretty much roams only North
Beach now.”
Dunk is truly a thief of hearts . . .
and a giver. Just last night he brought

me another leaf. Hey, Dunk, how about
a crab next time?

Agent for
Stevens Van Lines
DOT# 72029

HG#61459
Local Moving • Interisland • Interstate • Storage
9889 Padilla Heights Rd. #3 • Anacortes WA 98221

360-588-1378

www.vikingmovingservice.com
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Meet Interim Pastor Joan Henjum

Pastor Joan leads an outdoor service last August.

By Thelma Palmer
Interim Pastor Joan Henjum of
the Guemes Island United Church of
Christ ain’t your daddy’s kind of pastor.
Though she preaches the usual gospel
principles of love and service, her approach is different and exciting.
Pastor Joan often begins meetings
and services by quietly arranging a cloth
and candle on a low table. The lighted
candle helps to focus our minds on our
own spiritual light with never a word
being spoken.
She invited church member David
Slabaugh to speak about his understanding of Eastern spiritual ideas and how
they are very much like Christian concepts. David recently spent almost three
months in India studying and meditating. Before he left, the congregation
gathered around him, each one holding onto the next person, and blessed
him on his journey with words from the
heart.
Laney Kamala Adams led the congregation in a guided meditation and a
“deep” listening to the Lord’s Prayer as
sung by Andre Boccelli.
During Christmas, each person was
provided with a bell to ring in joyful and raucous celebration of Christ’s
birth after listening to a poem with the
tongue-in-cheek title, “Beam Us Up,
Jesus.”
In our recent “Mardi Gras” all-music service, we nearly had to restrain our
“Tambourine Girl,” 92-year-old Frances
Hyland.
We worship. We have fun. We cel-

ebrate our foibles and strengths and
celebrate life and each other, as well as
cherishing the sacred silence at the heart
of life.
Joan grew up on the prairies of Minnesota, right next to the golden wheat.
Her parents were lifelong DFL’ers
(Democratic-farmer-laborites) and she
was schooled in Catholicism. After
graduating from Carleton College, she
joined forces with the anti-Vietnam-war
movement in the Bay Area. Following a
civil disobedience event, Joan spent 30
long days in Santa Rita prison considering her options.
Next came elementary school teaching in the Boston area, and then a 15year stint with the Institute of Cultural
Affairs, a global community development organization. She met and married an Aussie, Don, and they spent five
years working in Australia, as well as
two years in the Marshall Islands and
South Korea.
Their three adult children, Andrew,
Peter, and Elizabeth, along with two
darling granddaughters, live in Seattle.
Her other son, Bob, lives in Minnesota
with his wife and son, Matt, who was an
All-American high hurdler last spring at
St. Thomas University.
Don got cancer in 1994, and the
support of his church, Plymouth Congregational UCC in Seattle, shifted her
image of the congregational church
from an intellectual church to a church
of the heart and mind. Joan joined the
UCC after Don’s death. That eventually
led to entering seminary at Seattle Uni-

versity in 1999.
After she graduated in 2005, Joan’s
first position was at the Church of Mary
Magdalene, a church for homeless women in Seattle. That was an education!
And very tough work, even as it built on
her previous experience directing a food
bank and running a resource center for
homeless people.
Joan is now married to the awesome
Chris Marsh, her consort in play of all
kinds. Together they draw spiritual inspiration from a variety of sources, including Buddhist teachers, the self-awareness work of Landmark Education, and
Amma—the “hugging saint” of India.
Joan is finding Guemes church folk
open to new ideas, possibilities, and ways
of being. She says they also embrace the
activity of God as they continue wrapping their minds and hearts around the
realities of being vital in serving this
hurting, beautiful world. She is inspired
by the vision of the Christian church
pruned back to its bare essence, nurturing self-aware people who love God and
neighbor and celebrate their blessings!
Joan’s contract with our church goes
through the end of May. Of course, our
last “interim minister,” Darrel Berg,
stayed for 13 years. Many of us are secretly praying that Joan, too, will be
extended. But if that is not to be, we are
going to miss her laughter, her heart, her
insight, and her intelligence. What after
Guemes? God only knows!

Farewell Dream About Joan
Jesus rode up on a bicycle
as we said goodbye to you.
Slammed on the brakes
and skidded sideways in gravel.
“Hop on!” He said.
and you did
and we all cheered
as the two of you
flew off in a cloud of dust,
your scarves flying
your laughter ringing.
“Come back, Come back,” we called
but then reneged knowing
your path ahead is joyous mystery
because you ride with the right Dude.
— Thelma Palmer
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Home Water-Treatment Basics #1:
Water Softeners
By Mark Spahr
(Editors’ note: A professional civil engineer with more than 35 years’ experience
in regulating, managing, and operating
public water-supply systems, Mark has
agreed to share some information about
the use of home water-treatment units.
This is a big topic, so we have asked him to
break it down into several articles over the
next few months.)
Relying on groundwater as we do,
it may be helpful to Guemes Islanders
to have a better understanding of water
hardness and water softeners.
Groundwater originates from precipitation that percolates into the
ground and eventually accumulates
in an aquifer—an underground layer
of rock, sand, or gravel from which a
useful quantity of water can be withdrawn from a well or spring. It may
take months or years for rainfall to seep
into an aquifer before it is drawn from
your well. During that time, the water
leaches minerals out of the soil, and this
is why groundwater is more “mineralized” or “harder” than rainfall or surface
runoff.
Water hardness is related to the
amount of certain naturally occurring
minerals dissolved in your water. The
three major causes of hardness are calcium, manganese, and iron, which are
very common in groundwater.
Hardness is measured in several
ways, including grains per gallon. A
more scientific measure is milligrams per
liter (mg/l) as calcium carbonate. Using
the second method, hardness can range
from virtually zero (very soft—such as
distilled water or rainfall) to over 1,000
mg/l (very hard—commonly associated
with water taken from limestone aquifers). In Western Washington (and on
Guemes), groundwater typically ranges
from 100 to 150 mg/l, which is considered moderately hard.
Hard water has pluses and minuses.
On the plus side:
• It is not very corrosive to your
plumbing system

• It contains naturally occurring
minerals that our bodies need in order
to maintain good health.
On the negative side:
• When used for cleaning or cooking,
the minerals in hard water leave a deposit on your clothes (they won’t feel as
soft), and on pans, windows and cars
• It requires more soap for cleaning
• Toilets, tubs, and sinks can develop
stains.
A conventional ion-exchange water
softener removes the calcium, manganese, and iron by chemically substituting sodium ions from salt. Within the
water softener is a bed, or media, of
small plastic beads of a chemical matrix
called zeolite, which is covered with sodium ions. As water flows through this
media, calcium, manganese, and iron attach to it, and this releases sodium into
the water.
When all the sodium is released, the
media must be recharged by soaking it
in a very concentrated salt brine solution. This soaking releases the accumulated minerals and recoats the media
with sodium.
The treated water is now very soft,
and has its own pluses and minuses. On
the plus side, your laundry will feel softer, you will use less soap, and mineral
deposits will not build up on your porcelain fixtures or stain your pots. However, there are several serious negatives:
• Soft water is very corrosive to your
household plumbing system, which often includes soldered copper with brass
fittings and valves. Very soft water will

leach copper and lead from these fixtures. This not only shortens the life of
your plumbing, but also creates higher
levels of copper and lead in your drinking water.
• A water softener removes minerals
that are beneficial to our bodies (calcium, iron, and manganese), and increases
our intake of sodium.
Finally, don’t forget that the salt
brine used to recharge the water softener
(which now also contains iron, manganese, and calcium) has to be disposed
of. If placed in your septic tank it can be
very harmful to your sewage system, and
if placed on the soil it eventually leaches
into the groundwater, adding more sodium. There are other ways in which it
can be harmful, but that will have to
wait for the next installment.
So now you know the facts about
salt-based ion-exchange water softeners, allowing you to make an informed
choice on whether or not to use one.
Future articles will deal with disposal of
the brine waste from these units, and
alternative methods for softening your
water, including reverse osmosis.
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Joyce, the New Mail Lady

By Susan Ash (former Guemes Mail Lady)
Joyce Laddusire became the regular
Guemes mail carrier the first of the year.
She has worked for the Anacortes Post
Office for 15 years, first as a substitute
carrier and most recently delivering to
the Rosario area of Fidalgo Island.
I caught up with Joyce in the ferry
line on a cold, sunny afternoon and
asked her how she likes her new job.
“I waited eight years for this route
to become available, and I really like it,”
she said. “The island is scenic and peaceful, and the people I’ve met are so nice.
But I miss seeing my good friend [Susan] at work!”
Joyce commutes from Mount Vernon, as does her husband, David, who
is a general contractor on Lopez. They
spend a lot of time on ferries.
She also spends a lot of time tending their extensive rose beds. “A hundred and fifteen rose bushes came with
our house,” she said. “I find myself both
captivated by their beauty and held captive by their needs.”
In her spare time, Joyce enjoys spoiling her two toddler grandchildren. “We
love to take long strolls together, especially on the Tommy Thompson trail.”
As we waited for the ferry, Joyce reflected that it had been a long journey
to this job, and that she still has another
15 years until retirement. “I just hope
my Jeep and I can last that long!
“A postal van has been promised
for this route, but I’m not holding my
breath. I’ve owned five right-hand-drive
vehicles so far, and my Jeep Cherokee has been the best in snow. It was
shipped here from Alaska.”
Mondays are Joyce’s day off, when
you’ll see Daniel Burnett or Sonny Jordan delivering the mail. The Tide hopes
to interview them in a future issue.

Prescott and Casperson Speak About Dying
Jon Prescott, chaplain at Island Hospital and “navigator”
for their Oncology Department, and Anne Casperson,
family therapist and volunteer
on the Skagit Hospice bereavement team, spoke March 23 to
a rapt audience at Soup Supper
about their experiences working with people who are dying
and those who are grieving.
Both emphasized the imporAnne (left) and Jon discuss end-of-life issues with
tance of being fully present,
Soup Supper attendees.
both to the one who is dying
and to ones who are left behind.
times just being present by holding a
Jon spoke about how to talk to a
hand is all that is needed.
person who is dying, a process he deAnne spoke of the skills needed to
scribed as losing everything one holds
be with the bereaved. As with those who
dear. He emphasized the importance of
are dying, it is important to give those
acting with clarity: recognizing death in who are grieving permission to be where
everyday life and coming to terms with
they are. Often, after a few months,
it, living so there is no unfinished busithe full impact of the loss sets in, when
ness with loved ones, and setting one’s
friends and family may have drifted
own concerns, fear, and anxiety aside.
away. Friends who can be fully present
This allows the dying to talk openly to
and able to listen can promote healing,
someone who can actively listen. Some- as several participants verified.

Looking Back
(From the files of The Evening Star)
One Year Ago: April 2009
Following an unprecedented tie vote,
the Guemes Island Ferry Committee decides to seat both incumbent Glen Veal
and challenger Allen Bush, Jr.
Headline: Save the Mountain Effort
Girds For Final Run
Rachel Jalbert’s Yorkshire terrier,
Boaz, named International Champion
in All Breed Canine Association show in
Enumclaw.
“Horsey” Hammill remembered for
equine, farming, and distilling skills.

Five Years Ago: April 2005
A series of Guemes ferry mechanical failures—including loss of a propeller, outdrive failure, throttle lock,
uncontrolled outdrive spin, and frozen
outdrive—summarized in “Scary Ferry”
report.
Betty Lowman Carey’s 1937 historic

row from North Beach to Alaska in a
13-foot canoe remembered.
Headline: Clean Sweep of Scotch
Broom [Guemes Island Environmental]
Trust’s Goal
The 25th anniversary of the “Great
Race” between the M/V Guemes and a
21-foot rowboat. The rowing gig guided
by Guemes coxswain Lorrie Steele won.

Ten Years Ago: April 2000
Murray Read Pavilion design revised.
The Great Ice Storm and “Artic Express” of Dec. 28, 1990, recalled.
The story of big-band vocalist Carol
Frisbie Mays told by Jan Ebersole.
The Women’s Club “Doll Project”
raises funds to support a liver transplant
for Madeline Murakami.
Residents donate $12,000 for
Guemes fire station addition.

