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A Piece of Island History Comes Home

Yes, the waiting for a meeting, when he spotted
legendary it. He recognized it immediately, even
driftwood ma-  though it was suspended from the ceil-
ven of Liten ing and (mis)labeled. “Well, there you
Lodge at the are,” he exclaimed.
end of Lervick He was given the Community
Avenue whose  Council’s blessing to pursue returning
exploits, it to Guemes. In the process, his quest
both real and ~ became the prototype for a deaccession
imagined, program for the Center for Wooden
would fill sev-  Boat’s new Collections Committee.
eral books. A
North Dakota Want the Tide to flow right

Mike Gwost (left) and Bill Everett accompanied the canoe back home.

By Win Anderson

Bubble’s canoe has come home.

It is not the canoe Henrietta “Bub-
ble” Finley used to paddle around
neighboring islands. And it is not any
longer the canoe that started out as a
small, second-rate cedar log decades ago
when a native craftsman saw its poten-
tial and began shaping an elegant, di-
minutive inland-sea vessel, adding sheer
strakes to double the freeboard.

We don’t know where, when, or
how Bubble acquired it, but it would
probably be a pretty good story. What
we know for sure is that Mike Gwost,
a newcomer to the island, spotted it
riding the top of Bubble’s camper on a
wind-whipped, gloomy, late M/V Al-
mar run to Guemes in 1978. For the
artist/boat builder from Minnesota,
it was love at first sight. He talked to
the camper’s driver, who told him, “It’s
Bubble’s canoe. She bought it from an
Indian in British Columbia.”

Bubble?

native, she ar-
rived in Ana-
cortes around
1907 and on
Guemes soon thereafter. Artist, carpen-
ter, stonemason, hunter, angler, exotic
dancer, and more, she was also a canoe
aficionado.

She modified the classic, unembel-
lished vessel by adding replica
native bow and stern elements
and mounted it on her handmade
stone house, a centerpiece for
hundreds of art pieces, found and
created. She referred to it as her
“Northwest Indian War Canoe,”
according to Gwost.

When Bubble died in 1995
the canoe languished, its fate un-
certain, as the story goes. It was
ultimately saved from destruction
by Bill Everett and Earl Cahail.

Wooden Boats in Seattle, which
retained possession until this month.
Bringing it back to Guemes was the last
chapter in Gwost’s labor of love for it.
He just happened to be killing time
at the Center’s Lake Union boathouse,

into your mailbox?
Subscriptions are $20 a
year (10 issues). Our
address is on page 2.

Fittingly, Gwost, with Bill Everett at
his side, chauffeured the canoe home. It
was presented to the community at an
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From left: Bart Hetterle, Bill Everett, Bill Mitchell,
Marc Caputo, Ron Flint, Mike Gwost, and an un-
They delivered it to the Center for identified guest welcome Bubble’s canoe to the

Hall on April 24.

April 24 dance at the Hall. Party queen
Bubble would have loved it.

For more information about Bubble,
visit the Anacortes History Museum on
8th Street. J
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Ferry Manager Ron

Panzero (right) confers with Rachel Beck, his interim successor.

Ron Panzero, a familiar face on
the ferry Guemes for 22 years, has an-
nounced his departure here for a posi-
tion as marine operations and mainte-
nance manager with the King County
Marine Division starting May 3. He will
be responsible for two high-speed pas-
senger ferries running from downtown
Seattle to Vashon and West Seattle.

He departs just
as his most ambi-
tious combination
of system up-
grades and capital
& improvements for
& the Guemes ferry
system near com-
pletion.

Panzero, 45,
first entered the
pilothouse to take
the helm of the
old M/V Abmar at
the age of 12, the

guest of his grand-
father, Captain
Ray Separovich. Following in Ray’s foot-
steps, he spent five years as a commer-
cial fisherman in Alaska before signing
on as purser/deckhand with the Guemes
in 1988. Within eight months he was
promoted to captain. By 2001 he was
senior master, and he became the Ferry
Division manager in 2007.

During his tenure Ron supported

Panzero Moves On After 22 Years

firming up the schedule by eliminating
“sailing on demand,” located his office
at the terminal, improved the preventive
maintenance program, and set up the
public-forum process. He also promoted
the new terminal/maintenance building
project while the concrete bridges on
both sides of the channel are replaced.

One of his last acts was to recom-
mend Captain Rachel Beck as his re-
placement as interim manager. “She
was the person with the experience to
take over with the least disruption. She
grasps things quickly and operates on an
even keel,” said Panzero. “She is going
to do a fantastic job. I think I'm leaving
the position in better hands.”

Panzero and Kelly, his wife of 23
years, plan to relocate to either Bain-
bridge Island or the Poulsbo area of Kit-
sap County. “I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the Guemes com-
munity for 22 wonderful years. It has
been a great pleasure and honor to serve
this community and I will surely miss
many of you,” said Panzero. J

Fisher Trial Set for May

Witnesses have been subpoenaed
for the May 10 Superior Court trial of
Anthony “Tony” Fisher on a charge of
vehicular assault involving Zeedie Col-
lins (Moline). However, the May date
will not be confirmed until three days

beforehand. 2

Savoring Seagoing Success

v

Proud papa Mike Murphy poses
with the America’s Cup and his sons
Gabe (left) and Austin (right) during
the Cup’s stopover at the Port of Ana-
cortes on April 10. All three worked on
building the winning boat. J

New Mountain-Trail Plans

Skagit Land Trust recently an-
nounced that the Guemes Mountain
trail easement with a neighboring land-
owner has been finalized, and that work
on the new mile-long trail will begin in
the fall in cooperation with the Wash-
ington Trails Association and local vol-
unteers. A small parking area will also
be constructed.

Skagit Land Trust and San Juan
Preservation Trust are working to create
a long-term management plan for the
Mountain to ensure permanent habitat
protection of the area. They are explor-
ing options for providing monitoring
and stewardship, especially during the
summer months when more public us-
age is expected. A Guemes Mountain
Stewardship Fund has been created
for ongoing trail and property mainte-
nance. So far, $100,000 of the needed
$200,000 has been raised.

A “Thank You and What's Next” cel-
ebration is planned for June 26 at 2:00
p-m. at the Murray Read Pavilion. J
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Beck Takes the Tiller
Captain Rachel Beck has been

named interim manager of the Guemes
ferry upon the resignation of Ron Pan-
zero. Beck came to the M/V Guemes
nearly four years ago, extending a nau-
tical career that began with her “com-
ing up through the hawse pipe” from
steward to captain (she currently carries
a 100-ton Near Coastal license).

She has worked on charter yachts
and small cruise ships, seeing duty up
and down the Pacific coast from Alaska
to Costa Rica and filling positions from
steward and assistant chef to deckhand,
mate, and captain. Her interim position
lasts for three to six months, at which
time the Board of County Commission-
ers will decide how to proceed. 9
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Workers get started on the second story of the new ferry terminal.

Ferry Outage Delayed and Extended

On April 18, outgoing ferry man-
ager Ron Panzero dropped another
bombshell in his final appearance before
a Guemes Island audience: the extend-
ed car-ferry outage scheduled for this
fall has been bumped into spring, with
another couple of weeks added to the
original estimate of six to eight weeks
for foot-passenger only service. As the
Tide went to press, Panzero and Interim
Manager Rachel Beck were still assem-
bling data as to exactly when the outage
will occur.

There will still be a two-week haul
out October 4-15 for routine mainte-
nance and to replace an engine. The
vessel will be hauled out again dur-
ing the spring shutdown to replace the
second engine. With the bridge girder
replacement project taking longer than
originally planned, concerns were that
it would run into November/December
weather extremes if started when origi-
nally planned, Panzero told the Public
Forum gathering of some 15 persons
at the Hall. He added that challenges
with permits and design account for the
added time.

Bob Anderson said that such a long
outage will present a hardship for those
who need tools to work off-island and
asked that the county find a way to get
vehicles on and off the island, such as
expanded barge service.

Other subjects included:

* Fare structure changes over the last
two years have paid off, Panzero said.
Random audits comparing tickets sold
with the Coast Guard count showed
30,000 passenger boardings unaccount-
ed for in 2008 (probably due to unlim-
ited passes). Even with lower traffic, the
2009 audits showed a positive fare re-
covery of $4,569.

* Because the current construction
makes parking so difficult and distant,
one woman requested that the crew be
more lenient with people walking to the
terminal a little late for scheduled de-
partures. Panzero gently suggested better
planning on the part of passengers.

* Yes, there will be an elevator in the
new terminal building. It was added
to the original plan in order to qualify
for federal funds, according to Jennifer

Do you have an

Swanson, project manager.

* Proposals for a ticketing machine
should start arriving in August.

*'The crew is marking tires in the
parking lot in an effort to identify vio-
lators and remind them of the 72-hour
rule. “We are not towing,” said Panzero.

*'The new ferry terminal building is
on schedule to open the second week of
August. At that time the existing build-
ing will be demolished.

*There are no plans at present to up-
grade the Guemes parking lot except to
install a glass bus-stop shelter near the
pedestrian ramp.

* Panzero said the county is consid-
ering changes to the fare structure, re-
covery model, cost containment, and
schedule/operations master plan. He
asked that suggestions be forwarded to
Skagit County Public Works. (There is
also a Ferry Committee suggestion box
in the entry of Anderson’s store.) J
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Guemes Students Abroad

By Blaine LaCross

For 13 days at the end of March,
more than 70 Anacortes High School
students and their adult chaperones
traded the Northwest cold and drizzle
for sunny Spain. Among them were
islanders Ivy Gwost, 17, and Mirissa
Bosch, 16. Members of the AHS Span-
ish Travel Club, Ivy and Mirissa had
saved money and participated in fund-
raisers for over a year to afford the trip.

Both say that they’ve always wanted
to travel and thought this was a great
learning experience. “I gained a real in-
sight into the Spanish people and their
culture,” Mirissa said. “The knowledge
and experience that I gained will stay
with me for a long time.”

Ivy said that, in addition to learning
“a ton” of Spanish history, she developed
an appreciation for some things we take
for granted. “There were no drinking
fountains anywhere, and bottled water
was quite pricey—depending where
we were it could cost the equivalent of
$8! The first thing I did when I got to
the Seattle airport was drink from the
drinking fountain.”

Annual Pie Sale

Mark your calendars for Saturday,
May 29, the day of the annual pie and
baked-goods sale sponsored by the
Guemes Island Church’s Women’s Fel-
lowship as their yearly fundraiser. This
popular event is held at the Church,
where whole pies and individual serv-
ings will be available, plus ice cream and
coffee. Brownies, breads, and cookies
will also be on sale. The doors open at
11:00 a.m. (no early birds), and the sale
will continue until the goodies are gone.

Pie and baked-goods donations from
any islanders are welcomed, but only
fruit-filled pies are permitted per Health
Department rules. Please bring dona-
tions to the Church starting at 9:30
a.m. on the 29th.

“Bike Island”

To celebrate National Bike to Work
Day, Nick from Bikespot will be at
Anderson’s Store on Friday, May 21,
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. He will have a
bike repair stand and offer tuneup and
maintenance tips. There will be live
music from Barnum Jack starting at
5:30, and the Store will be featuring
a special menu.

This is all part of the store’s “Bike Is-
land” campaign, says manager Charlotte
Clifton, which also involves the store
crew keeping track of the miles they ride
their bikes or walk to work. The miles
will be donated to Skagit Beat the Heat,
a local nonprofit competing for a grant
from the City of Anacortes awarded for
the most miles traveled by bike or foot
instead of by car.

Runners to Converge on
Dog Island

On
June 5, the
Guemes
Library will
sponsor the
13th an-
nual Dog
Island Run,
! with pro-
kg ceeds ben-
efiting the
Library.

The 10K (6.2-mile) run begins at
Schoolhouse Park at 10:45 a.m., head-
ing counterclockwise along Guemes Is-
land Road, West Shore Road, and Edens
Road. For those interested in something
less strenuous, a 2-mile walk begins at
10:55. Last year’s event drew 178 run-
ners and walkers.

A free shuttle bus will run between
the ferry dock and the race site, allowing
participants to walk onto the ferry.

Registration is open until midnight
on Thursday, June 3. For more informa-
tion or to register, visit the website at
www.dogislandrun.com.

Art Up Close and Personal

Island artist Kit Marcinko (right)
discusses his work at the opening recep-
tion for his show “Out of the Woods”
on Saturday, April 17. The one-person
show, in the Studio Gallery at Sue Rob-
erts Studio, continues Saturdays and
Sundays through May 23. Call 770-
6140 for more information.

Lori Stamper Chosen for
Violet Richardson Award

The Fidalgo Island Chapter of the
Soroptimist International recently chose
Lori Stamper as one of the recipients
of their Violet Richardson Award for
community service. Lori, daughter of
Mike and Kim Stamper, was recognized
for her contribution to her community
as a junior firefighter with the Guemes
Island Fire Department. The award in-
cluded a $100 donation to the fire de-
partment in Lori’s name. She presented
the check to the Board of Fire Commis-
sioners at their last regular meeting on
April 13.

Lori and 25 other women from
throughout Skagit County were recog-
nized at the Annual Soroptimist Inter-
national Awards Reception on March
29, held at Skagit Golf and Country
Club near Burlington.



Second Annual Guemes
Heroes Banquet

Mum’s the word on who will
be honored, but the second annual
Guemes Heroes Banquet is slated for
6:00 p.m. on May 15 at the Hall. This
event is sponsored by the Guemes Island
Fire Department in cooperation with
Guemes CERT (Community Emergen-
cy Response Team) and Guemes Con-
nects. The celebration recognizes people
who “go above and beyond” to help
their island neighbors and have made
“life-improving contributions” to the is-
land and/or its residents.

The Fire Department recognizes fire-
fighters and laypeople who have con-
tributed to island safety, says Fire Chief
Mike Stamper.

Guemes CERT gives a nod to
“people on their team who helped to
improve emergency preparedness on the
island or went to extraordinary lengths
to help their neighbors during a CERT
activation,” says Stamper.

Guemes Connects honors our ev-
eryday heroes who are always there for
their neighbors, whether by providing
wonderful lunches or off-island trans-
portation for medical care.

A main dish will be provided. Please
bring your favorite casserole, salad, or
dessert.

Back From the Hunt

Close to 50 children swarmed
through the Park collecting Easter eggs
on April 3. Among the successful hunt-
ers was this trio of Cole Snell, Tyler
Guerreo, and Danni Lynn Snell. This
annual event is sponsored by GICCA.

It’s for the Birds

@ Mh.}

A red-winged blackbird awaits the count.

The annual North American Mi-
gration Count is happening on Satur-
day, May 8. Experienced birders Beth
Thompson and Valerie Shahan will re-
turn to lead the Guemes count, as they
do each year. When compiled, this field
data is sent to the Lab of Ornithology
at Cornell University. Over the years,
these counts have helped to monitor the
health of migrating species.

Anyone who feeds birds is requested
to keep their feeders filled in the days
prior to—and the day of—the event.
This will help counters to identify as
many birds as possible in their daylong
trek around the island. Anyone who
wants to participate is asked to meet in
the parking lot of Anderson’s Store at
7:30 a.m. so that areas can be assigned.
It is important that counts in each area
not be duplicated.

Contact Valerie at (360) 384-1281
or trekka@earthlink.net or islander Ju-
dith Horton at (360) 293-8374.

Scotch the Scotch Broom

On Friday, April 23, under cloudy
skies, diehard volunteers from four is-
lands met at the Peach Preserve (Demo-
poulos Marsh) on Guemes. Under the
guidance of Dean Dougherty from the
San Juan Preservation Trust, their goal
was to remove Scotch broom. Those
who participated last year were very en-
couraged because they found almost no
older plants and mostly just had to deal
with this year’s seedlings. This yearly ac-
tivity helps to clean out nonnative inva-
sive plants and encourage native plants
in this preserved marsh.
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Islanders Adopt Low
Carbon Diet

Becky Stinson, Holiday Matchett,
and Carol and Howard Pellett have
committed to losing 5,000 pounds—
carbon dioxide pounds from their
personal carbon footprints. They are
following a plan outlined in David Ger-
shon’s book Low Carbon Diet: A 30 Day
Program to Lose 5000 Pounds—Be Part
of the Global Warming Solution!

The program provides a step-by-step
plan for forming teams with neighbors,
family members, or colleagues to help
each other adopt climate-friendly life-
style practices. At a recent Soup Supper,
Becky and Holiday shared their experi-
ence, the new ideas theyd discovered,
and the fun they had as they established
their own plans for losing 5,000 pounds
of CO,. To learn more, contact Holiday,
holidaywm@yahoo.com or 299-8552,
or Howard, cpellett@cablerocket.com or
293-8128.

Islanders Clean Up

Maisy Havens-Slabaugh does her part.

A group of clean-minded islanders,
14 in total according to organizer Ivy
Gwost, joined in the annual Guemes
cleanup on Saturday, April 10, work-
ing to remove detritus from roads and
beaches. Among the odder items collect-
ed were old window sashes, the remains
of an oil stove, and a number of orange
road markers.

While the day’s effort was quite suc-
cessful, there’s still a chance for those of
you who missed the opportunity. The
roads in Holiday Hideaway and the
beach in front of Anderson’s Store are
still awaiting cleanup, and trash bags are
still available from Ivy. Contact her at
391-9311 or 293-5708.
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Assault, Fires, and Manhunt Shatter Island Serenity
Dispute Over Money Leads to Largest Police Action in Guemes History

Editors note: The events of the night
of April 2 and morning of April 3—in-
cluding a lockdown of the volunteer fire
department, deployment of the Skagit
County SWAT team, and a fire that de-
stroyed an island residence—have been the
subject of much conversation and specula-
tion, as well as numerous news accounts,
mMOSt CONtAining indaccuracies.

In an effort to set the record straight,
volunteer Tide staffers conducted some rwo
dozen interviews with participants, wit-
nesses, and law-enforcement officials, and
examined numerous public documents.

What follows is a chronology of the
events of that night and morning. All in-
Jformation not attributed to an individual
has been checked with at least two knowl-
edgeable sources, and we believe it to be
accurate.

It started with a disputed $150 debt.

On Friday, April 2, Stephen Cal-
lero, 46, an island contractor, spoke
by phone to a Skagit County sheriff’s
deputy. He wanted advice on how to
approach fellow islander Charles Feld,
53, to get paid $150 for some rototill-
ing equipment he had rented for Feld.
According to Callero, he had made re-
peated attempts to get paid but Feld had
refused, responding with four obscene
and threatening phone calls.

Sheriff’s office records say the deputy
told Callero that this was a civil court
matter and advised him twice against
confronting Feld—but that, if he did
s0, he should not go on his own but
should take along some witnesses. Cal-
lero recalls the deputy saying, “There is
strength in numbers.”

Around 6:00 p.m., Callero and
Guemes resident Tim Hanby, 58, say
they drove to the Feld residence on
Edens Road in Hanby’s pickup truck,
stopping about 50 feet from the house.
They were followed at a distance by Cal-
lero’s son Aaron, 21, who parked close
to Edens Road and never left his truck.

Callero and Hanby approached the
house on foot, Hanby carrying a 16-
inch fish club. Feld appeared on the
deck of the residence, and Callero asked

The fire utterly destroyed Callero’s trailer residence and all its contents.

for the money. A heated argument en-
sued between Feld and Hanby.

Eventually Feld went into the house
and returned with a white plastic buck-
et, from which he slung a yellow liquid
at Hanby and Callero, hitting Hanby’s
head, face, and body and splashing Cal-
lero. Feld then produced a lighter and
threatened to light them on fire. Ac-
cording to court documents, Feld later
told deputies that he had anticipated
Callero confronting him and had pre-
pared a mixture of gasoline, ammonia,
bleach, and dish soap.

Hanby, temporarily blinded, asked
Callero to call 911. The Skagit County
dispatch center received the call at 6:21
p-m. and remained on the line with Cal-
lero for about 10 minutes as the inci-
dent unfolded.

According to Callero and Hanby,
Feld began throwing items from the
deck, then went back into the house. He
emerged holding a semiautomatic pistol
and threatened to kill the two, firing at
least two shots. As Hanby and Callero
began to retreat to the truck, Feld fired
again. Hanby got in the driver’s seat and
Callero reached the passenger seat with
the door open. Feld approached Callero
and, at a distance of two to three feet,
pointed the gun at Callero’s head. The
gun clicked but did not fire. Callero got

the door shut, but Feld broke the pas-
senger-side window with the butt of the
pistol and began trying to pull Callero
out. Hanby hit Feld on the arm with the
fish club and ran around the truck to
pull Feld off Callero. Callero and Hanby
drove off, as did Aaron Callero.

Volunteers and authorities
respond

At 6:22, dispatch called the Skagit
County Sheriff's Office with a priority-
one-event alert and ordered a hold for
the Guemes ferry. The Guemes Island
Fire Department and Anacortes para-
medics were alerted. Hanby and Callero
went to the Fire Hall for medical treat-
ment and as a safe haven.

Volunteers from the fire department,
including the incident commander
(IC), responded to the assault-with-in-
jury call at about 6:30 p.m. (Fire Chief
Mike Stamper was out-of-state.) Medi-
cal treatment of the two victims com-
menced. Around 6:45, three deputies
and the Anacortes paramedics arrived.
The victims refused transport to Ana-
cortes, and the paramedics left.

One deputy remained at the Fire
Hall while the other two went to the
Feld residence to secure the crime
scene. A deputy reported that someone
had seen Feld heading toward the Fire

SANWVYIr NIlsnr



Hall, and at 7:03 the IC was officially
instructed to initiate lockdown proce-
dures: cover windows, lock doors, stay
in a safe place, and keep calm.

Two firefighters continued to treat
the victims while the deputy began to
take their statements. Another deputy
went to the Callero residence to escort
his two sons back to the Fire Hall for
their protection.

At 9:10, dispatch received a call
from Feld threatening to kill the officers
if they didn’t leave his property. At 9:30,
Chief Deputy Tom Molitor arrived at
the Fire Hall. Soon thereafter, a callout
was made for all available uniformed of-
ficers in the county.

Between 9:30 and 9:45, neighbors
near the Callero residence on Holiday
Boulevard began hearing what sounded
like fireworks and saw an orange glow.
Witnesses say they saw two fires about
150 feet apart—a one-ton dump truck
ablaze and a trailer residence engulfed in
flames 20-40 feet high, with ammuni-
tion apparently exploding inside.

Dispatch received the first of many
fire calls at 9:54 p.m. and notified the
sheriff’s office and the Guemes Island
Fire Department. Fearing a potential
ambush and/or hostage situation, of-
ficials determined the scene was not safe
to respond to.

Around 10:00 p.m., the 10-member
sheriff’s office SWAT team arrived on
the island in an armored van and a con-
verted military transport %
vehicle.

Meanwhile, an island
resident checking on a
friend near the Callero
residence noticed the glow
and went to investigate.
He encountered a friend of
Aaron Callero’s; for more
than an hour, these two,
along with two neigh-
bors, tried to control the
fires with household fire
extinguishers and garden
hoses. They managed to
move the truck Aaron had
been driving—which now
had a slashed left rear tire—away from
the dump truck to keep it from catch-
ing fire. They focused their efforts on

WIN ANDERS

Feld in April 2008

keeping the fire from spreading to some
nearby propane tanks and to surround-
ing trees.

Around 11:00 p.m., four members
of the SWAT team, armed and in full
protective gear, arrived to secure the
burn area. They notified the IC, who
called out firefighters to respond to the
fire. At 11:36, the first rig was en route
to the fire scene. Two pumper trucks,
one water tanker, and six firefighters ar-
rived at the scene and put the remains
of the fire out.

The trailer was completely destroyed,
along with all of Callero’s personal and
business possessions and records. The
dump truck and a flatbed trailer were
also destroyed. Callero was not insured.

A long night and then
a surrender

As rumors began spreading around
the island, dispatch was receiving more
and more calls from panicked people. At
11:18 p.m., at the behest of a volunteer
for the island’s Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT), dispatch con-
sulted with a deputy, who issued a re-
quest to activate CERT. Calls first went
out to residents of Holiday Hideaway
telling them there was a gunman loose
and they should lock their doors and
windows and stay indoors. Around 1:00
a.m., the effort was expanded to cover
the entire island. However, numerous
residents did not receive calls.

; Throughout the
evening, the ferry had
continued its normal
runs while transporting
at least 30 law-enforce-
ment vehicles and as
many officers onto the
island. It continued to
run all night until the
morning shift (10 extra
runs).

A hostage-nego-
tiation team from the
Mount Vernon Police
Department arrived on
the island around mid-
night. At about 2:30
a.m., the two victims and one family
member were escorted to Anacortes and

housed by the Red Cross.
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According to Molitor, until about
2:30 or 3:00 a.m. authorities attempted
to negotiate with Feld but were unsuc-
cessful. At that time they made phone
contact with Phyllis Feld, Charlie’s wife,
and convinced her to leave the house.

At 4:30, they executed a search war-
rant to secure evidence of a crime and
apprehend Feld. Using tactics that in-
cluded tear gas, the SWAT team secured
the Feld residence and outbuildings and
determined Feld was not inside. Ac-
cording to court documents, the search
turned up about 100 rounds of ammu-
nition, though the pistol used in the
confrontation was not found.

At 6:09 a.m., as preparations were
being made for the next phase of the
operation, Feld appeared at the prop-
erty, surrendered to a deputy, and was
taken into custody.

On April 7, Feld was charged with
first-degree attempted murder, first-de-
gree assault, first-degree arson, and un-
lawful possession of a firearm. Bail was
set at $1.5 million. The case was contin-
ued until May 7.

Feld is a respondent in a current
no-trespass order issued by the sheriffs
office for an island property. Charles
and Phyllis Feld are both respondents
in a current anti-harassment order is-
sued by Skagit County District Court
on February 1 of this year. In 1994, Feld
was convicted in Pierce County of resi-
dential burglary and intimidation with
a firearm. Court records show a long
criminal history along with multiple
recent threats to local government and
law-enforcement officials.

Praise for the volunteers
Chief Molitor of the sheriff’s office

says the fire department “did a tremen-
dous job in the face of a high-risk, dan-
gerous situation. They showed real cour-
age. This is as big an event as we've had
for years. It went from a small event to a
big event very quickly.”

Fire Chief Mike Stamper com-
mented, “Our people did a remarkable
job under the circumstances in staying
calm and handling things as they came
at them. The incident commander did
a really great job and worked well with
the sheriff’s department.” J
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Meeting Will Review Island Emergency Procedures

Ron Knowles demonstrates the CERT
ham radio at the Fire Hall.

On Sunday, May 23, members of
Guemes’s Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT), Fire Chief Mike
Stamper, and a representative from
Skagit County Emergency Manage-
ment will meet to discuss and fine-tune
emergency response procedures on the
island. All CERT volunteers are urged
to attend, and the public is welcome as
well. The meeting will be from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. in the Hall.

CERT, first organized in 1996, is a
team of island volunteers prepared, if
called upon by the fire chief, to respond

to any island disaster, man-made or
natural.

Every residence on the island has
been assigned a neighborhood lead-
er who, in the event of a disaster, will
check on all households in that area.
CERT also has an emergency communi-
cations network made up of 8 ham and
18 Family Radio Service volunteers; if
island phone service is lost in a disas-
ter, reports from neighborhoods can be
relayed by radio to the Fire Hall Emer-
gency Communications Center, where
CERT net control Ron Knowles will be
in contact with Skagit County Emer-
gency Management. CERT emergency
communications volunteers participate
in regular bimonthly tests of the system.

To learn more about CERT and to
find the name of your neighborhood
leader and locations of the emergency
radio nearest you, check the CERT
folder on the Guemes Library bulle-
tin board, find CERT under “Guemes
Island Organizations” on LineTime
(www.linetime.org), or call Gail Nicolls

at 293-9540. J

Fine, Citations Issued in Construction Death

By Nick Allison

The state’s Department of Labor
and Industries has fined an Anacortes
construction company $5,000 for safety
violations that led to a worker’s death on
Guemes last December 12.

Fidalgo Construction LLC was in
charge of lowering a house near South
Shore Road onto a new foundation
when the house shifted suddenly. David
Leep, 57, of Mount Vernon died in-
stantly at the scene. Five other workers
escaped unharmed.

The department’s notice, issued
March 24, cites Fidalgo for three “seri-
ous” violations:

* Failure to “ensure that an adequate
amount of bracing was utilized to pre-
vent the unintended horizontal move-
ment of the structure”

* Failure to compute the weight of the
house, “to ensure that all components
used in the move are substantial enough
to provide a safety factor of five”

* Failure to a have “a formal Accident
Prevention Program”

Department spokesman Hector
Castro told the 7ide, “Having a strong
Accident Prevention Program, one that
identifies hazards employees might face
and then includes appropriate training
or other efforts to mitigate those haz-
ards, is critical for any business to have.
.. . In this case, you had a company that
had no formal Accident Prevention Pro-
gram, which gives you some sense of the
safety culture there.”

The citation also listed six lesser vio-
lations. These included screw jacks not
being marked with the manufacturer’s
rated capacity, safety meetings and pro-
cedures not being properly documented,
and having no one at the work site with
a current first-aid certificate.

The house, belonging to Mark and
Bonnie Antoncich, has been demolished
and removed from the property. The
Antonciches intend to rebuild. &

Workshop Participants
Draw Power From the Sun

Renewable-energy workshops or-
chestrated by lan Woofenden marched
through five sessions from March 27 to
April 17 in the Community Center and
around the island.

Following the Introduction to Re-
newable Energy workshop, Ian teamed
up with E. H. Roy from New Hamp-
shire to teach solar electricity to 16
students from Canada and the U.S,,
including Guemes Islanders Sally Stapp
and Dick Brigham.

During the workshop, Sally and
Dick’s home was equipped with an

Participants in the Solar Energy Interna-
tional workshop install a solar array on
the Stapp-Brigham home.

array of 14 Washington-made solar-elec-
tric modules. Within minutes of the test
connection to the utility, the wattage
had risen above 500 on a drizzly day.
The return on Dick and Sally’s initial in-
vestment in renewable-energy technol-
ogy will continue for decades. Dick was
quoted as saying, “Let there be light—
and money, t0o.”

Solar pool heating and domestic hot-
water systems on the island and a hy-
droelectric system on the mainland were
projects for the last three workshops
in Solar Energy International’s spring
workshop series. J

LILIHDOLVYIN AVAITTOH
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar, May 2010

When

What

Time

Where

Contact

May [, Saturday

May Day Plant Sale
& Care for Cole Bake Sale

10:00am — 2:00pm

Church sidewalk

Anne Jackets 293-0530

Library open 2:00pm — 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
May 2, Sunday Meditation 8:30am — 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am — 10:30am Church Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
Fiber Arts 9:30am — 1:00pm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Betty Crookes Guemes Gold  3:00pm Church Harry Finks 588-9192
Scholarship Presentation
May 3, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
May 4, Tuesday Brown Bag Book Club 1:30pm Passarelli home Marianne Kooiman 293-5815
After School Library Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Hall/Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper - “Susan Ferrel”  6:00pm — 8:30pm Church Julie Pingree 293-2269
May 5,Wednesday  Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting 1 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708
May 6, Thursday The Gathering Luncheon [1:30am — 12:15pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
May 7, Friday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
May 8, Saturday Annual Migration Count 7:30am Outside Anderson’s  Judith Horton 293-8374
Library open 2:00pm — 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 9, Sunday
Mother’s Day

Meditation
Sunday church service

8:30am — 10:30am
9:30am - 10:30am

Island Sangha Zendo
Church

Jon Prescott 929-6996
Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor

May 10, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Library Book Club 8:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May | I, Tuesday After School Library Day with  4:00pm — 6:00pm Hall/Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Margaret Read MacDonald
Soup Supper -“WWII Holland” 6:00pm — 8:30pm Church Julie Pingree 293-2269
GIPOA Board Meeting 9:30am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128
Fire Commissioners’ Meeting  7:30pm - 9:00pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995

May 12,Wednesday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting | 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

May |3, Thursday The Gathering Luncheon [1:30am — 12:15pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men’s Book Club 7:00pm — 9:00pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

May 14, Friday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Live blues & folk music 5:30pm — 8:30pm Anderson’s Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

May 15, Saturday Guemes Heroes Banquet 6:00pm — 9:00pm Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995
Library open 2:00pm — 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May |6, Sunday Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am - 10:30am Church Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
Fiber Arts 9:30am — Ipm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Intro. to Landmark Forum [:00pm — 4:00pm TBD Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097

All events listed are open to the public (some require pre-registration)
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar, May 2010

When What Time Where Contact

May 17, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Library Board Meeting 7:30pm Hall Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

May 18, Tuesday After School Library Day 4:00pm - 6:00pm Hall/Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper —“WWII Africa” 6:00pm — 8:30pm Church Julie Pingree 293-2269

May 19, Wednesday Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men’s Breakfast 8:00am Church Jeff Gent 293-6346
Cemetery Meeting 9:00am Anderson’s Robert Easton 299-0570
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 4:00pm - 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-4995

May 20, Thursday = GICCA Meeting & Dinner Eat: 6:15pm/Mtg: 7pm Hall Harry Finks 588-9192
Kids' play time/reading 6:30 - 8:30pm Library

May 21, Friday Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Bike Day/Live music at the Store  4:00pm - 6:00pm Anderson’s Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

May 22, Saturday Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 23, Sunday Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am - 10:30am Church Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
CERT Meeting 1:30pm Hall Gail Nicolls 293-9540
May 24, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
May 25, Tuesday After School Library Day 4:00pm - 6:00pm Hall/Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper —“Navy Pilot” 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Julie Pingree 293-2269
May 26, Wednesday  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708
May 28, Friday Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
May 29, Saturday Annual Pie Sale 11:00am Church Carol Harma 293-5784
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Live foot-stomping music 5:30pm - 8:30pm Anderson’s Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

May 30, Sunday

Meditation

8:30am - 10:30am

Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996

Sunday church service 9:30am - 10:30am Church Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
May 31, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Memorial Day Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

ONGOING

e Through May: Terminal building construction and 6th Street improvements
e Through May 23:“Out of the Woods" art show by Kit Marcinko at Sue Roberts Studio, open Saturdays & Sundays
e May 20, 21, 22: Skagit River Poetry Festival - visit www.skagitriverpoetry.org for schedule of events

e May 28 through the summer: Showing of Cathy Schoenberg'’s prints and paintings in Anderson’s Gallery Loft

COMING UP: June 5 - Dog Island Run/Walk 10:45am at Schoolhouse Park (fundraiser for the Guemes Island Library)

Compiled by Sophie Dobra

To add your event to the calendar, contact Sophie at 588-9090 or sdobra@cablerocket.com (by the 15% of the month).



Htgh Bank Waterfront
#56050 $768,000
Well maintained, 3BR/2.25BA

high bank waterfront home
with views of Mt Baker.

Where Do You Want To Live?
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Idylltc Vtews
#21867 $140,000
Westerly views of the Guemes
Channel & San Juan Islands

on this two acre lot.

Smclatr Island Waterfront
#29133728 $598,000

6 acres, 450’ of waterfront &

2 homes on a beautiful cove.
Includes a mooring buoy.

& 'F*

Beautiful Large View Lot
#23267 $260,000
Views of Cypress Island &
Bellingham Channel from

this 41 acre lot. Beach Access.

(360) 202-0041 .

\ margi@windermere.com
1 www.guemesisland.com

4083 Forest Lane

This exceptional, pristine 5.55 acre
property offers 273 SF of no bank
waterfront w/spectacular views of
Mt. Baker, the islands & Padilla Bay.
This ultimate retreat features a
§ beautifully designed 4767 SF, 5 bed &
3.5 bath home plus a guest apt above
an additional 2 car garage. This home
has quality throughout. The great room
has a large stone fireplace, vaulted
ceilings & skylights. Kitchen has maple
cabinets, stainless appliances, island
w/bar, pantry & hardwood floors.
Tidelands included.
#29032321 $2,695,000

Southwest Views
#23234 $799,000

Low-bank waterfront home w/2
BD/1.5 BA, 1760 sf. Tidelands
and sandy beach are included.

Home with Acreage
#1405 $498,000
1.76 acres, 1848 SF, 4
bedroom 1.75 bath, main level
living home Large shop and
beautiful gardens.

Affordable Waterfront Living
#51489 $335,000
High bank waterfront lot with
Guemes Channel views on .60

Stunning Channel Views

#29162579 $298,500
1.18 acre property with beach
access across the road. Great
location near store and ferry.

- —wm

acres. Beach rights at 3 coves.

Guemes Channel Views
#29155257 $218,000
Park-like 1/2 acre w/ power,
water & 3BR septic already at
lot. Beach & moorage rights.
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Guemes Women’s Love of Poetry Makes
All the Work Worthwhile

“Poetry makes me look at everything in
the world from a different perspective. It
lets my brain open and lets my imagina-
tion grow.” —Ben, fourth grade

Comments like these from Skagit
County student participants in the
Skagit River Poetry Project’s poets-
in-schools program are all the reward
islanders Shirley Gladish and Anne Mc-
Cracken need for the many hours both
have contributed to this month’s sixth
annual Skagit River Poetry Festival. The
festival is a main funding source for the
award-winning schools program.

McCracken, a retired English teacher
and wife of acclaimed island sculptor
Phil McCracken, has always loved and
promoted poetry. She is one of the proj-
ect’s founders and works hard behind
the scenes to make each festival a suc-
cess. Island artist Shirley Gladish is also
a retired teacher and wife of deceased
island poet David Gladish. She spent
countless hours creating the just-pub-
lished anthology of festival participants’
poems, Into the Open.

Both women encourage fellow is-
landers to enjoy one or all days of this
year’s event, May 20-22 in La Conner.
See below for more festival information,
including the website. J

SUSAN BASSETT

LANE PARKS

Anne McCracken

!‘n f/r." /X £ :71 it )

This anthology, edited by Shirley Glad-
ish, includes one poem from each of this
years poet-participants in the Skagit River
Poetry Festival Phil McCracken’s sculp-
ture,“The Mole,” is featured on the cover.
Copies will be on sale at the festival, and
later at Anderson’s Store and other local
outlets.

o}

- AL O

Skagit River
?oet?zz/%ﬁmi

Three Days of Readings, Conversations

and Workshops with Featured Poets

May 20,21 & 22 + La Conner WA

skagitriverpoetry.org

Tickets available at brownpapertickets.com, 1-800-838-3006
The Next Chapter Bookstore, La Conner - Village Books, Bellingham
Watermark Book Company, Anacortes « Easton’s Books, Mount Vernon

Open Books Emporium, Seattle
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Remembering Gerald Young

By Win Anderson

May 30 is Memorial Day, a time to
remember those who have gone before.
Notably, this year marks the 20th anni-
versary of the passing of Gerald Young,
whose wife Yadi and daughter Melody
are still island residents.

Unless someone told you (and it
wouldn’t have been Jerry), you would
never have guessed that this unassum-
ing neighbor was the recipient of the
nation’s highest military honor: the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

Young served in Vietnam as the pilot
of an HH-3 “Jolly Green Giant” heli-
copter assigned to the 37th Air Rescue
and Recovery Squadron. He took great
pride in its mission to pull endangered,
and often injured, troops to safety. He
and his crew had successfully flown 59
missions in November 1967 when they

volunteered to back up another chop-
per in a nighttime “desperate attempt”
to save an ambushed patrol near Khe
Sanh. (Two helicopters had been shot
down trying the day before.)

The lead helicopter rescued five
men but took damaging fire despite
considerable air support. The Rescue
Center told Young to return to base,
but he and his crew appealed the order
and went in. Two wounded men were
pulled aboard before a rifle-launched
grenade struck the right engine, flip-
ping the chopper on its back, in flames.

With his clothing on fire and hang-
ing upside down by his seat belt, Young
managed to kick out a window and
release himself. With his bare hands he
put out the fire on himself and an un-

conscious soldier who had been thrown
free. He hid the injured man and, act-
ing as a human decoy to lead enemy
troops from the scene and provide an-
other chance for rescue, he fled into the
brush. After groping his way through six
miles of woodlands, he came to a field
and signaled for his own rescue.

Later, a ground party and helicopters
were able to evacuate seven survivors
and the remains of six men. Young spent
six months in the hospital recovering
from second- and third-degree burns.
The first helicopter pilot to receive the
distinction, he was presented the Medal
of Honor by President Lyndon Johnson.

Lt. Col. Young retired to Guemes
in 1980 and died of a brain tumor ten
years later. He was buried at Arling-
ton National Cemetery with full mili-
tary honors, and a marker was placed

e IN MEMORIAM ¢

Esther Smith

Esther Tye Smith, a former resident
of Guemes, died March 1 in Redmond.
She would have been 100 years old
next July 26.

Esther was born in Kansas City,
Missouri, to Ida and Earl Tye. Her love
for the violin led to a BS in music from
Kansas State Teacher’s College and a
master’s degree in music from North-
western University.

She became a charter member of
the Seattle Philharmonic Orchestra and

played with them for 38 years.

While living in Kirkland she
met Nathan Leighton Smith. They
were married in 1950 and moved to
Guemes’s South Shore in retirement.
Among her many island activities,
Esther was a member of the Guemes
Community Church and the Women’s
Club. She returned to Kirkland in 1985.
Survivors include stepdaughter Virginia
Sherwood (Wade), six grandchildren,
and ten great-grandchildren. J

The Guemes Tide May 2010 13
at Edens Cemetery near the graves of
his parents. The park near the resort is
named for him, and last Memorial Day
a Peace and Meditation Circle there was
dedicated in his honor.

(Thanks to Dick Iversen and Air
Force Magazine for providing back-
ground information for this piece.) J

FANTON CONSTRUCTION

T'iM FANTON LIC, TFANTOCC2441P
5383 W SHORE RD 360.293.1938 HOME
GUEMES ISLAND 360.941.7559 CELL

Window & Gutter Cleaning

sSolariums, Skylights & Screens
sNew Construction
sMoss Control & Removal
www.kleanwindows.com
Free Estimates

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Anacortes/Skagit 360-540-4333

Agent for
Stevens Van Lines
DOT# 72029

HG#61459

——

Local Moving - Interisland - Interstate - Storage

.'—*’ 9889 Padilla Heights Rd. #3 - Anacortes WA 98221

360-588-1378

&> Wwww.vikingmovingservice.com
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Letters

Thanks from Callero

Dear Editor,

I want to thank the community and
especially the volunteers of the fire de-
partment for their help and concern re-
garding the assault and fire.

My thanks to the courageous friends
and neighbors who tried to control the
fire and to the many who have offered
help and support to our family.

I am also grateful to the organiza-
tions who have assisted our family fol-
lowing this event.

—Sincerely, Stephen Callero

Editors’ note: An account has been
opened at Skagit State Bank, PO. Box 36,
Anacortes, WA 98221, for donations to
replace Stephen’s destroyed possessions.

Calendar congrats

Congratulations! The first issues of
The Guemes Tide are wonderful! In addi-
tion to the great stories, we really appre-
ciate the Community Calendar in the
April 2010 issue.

—Tom and Rosemary Murphy J

[
U-SAVE
AUTO RENTAL =
210 251h Streel
Anacorlas, WA SB221
3-8686 = 1-877-451-6985
anacorasusaveaulo® earthlink.nel

"Wea'll pick yvou up and won't let you down.”
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EMS Week Honors First Responders

During 2009, there were 52 calls
to 911 placed from Guemes Island for
medically-related emergencies. Each of
these calls was answered by members of
the Guemes Island Volunteer Fire De-
partment—your neighbors who volun-
teer their time to receive the extensive
training that prepares them to be avail-
able to help you, anytime day or night.

National Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Week, May 16-22, provides an
opportunity for these individuals to be
honored for the on-call lifesaving ser-
vices they provide.

If you have a medical emergency
and call 911, the crew is alerted by pag-
ers and the siren and will respond with
basic life-support care. Anacortes Fire
Department paramedics are also called

Helpful Facts for

Island Residents
Did You Know ...

...that you can register to be informed
by phone, e-mail, text message,or TTY
device when a legal offender’s custody
status changes? VINE (Victim Informa-
tion and Notification Everyday) and
VINELink, its online version, are avail-
able to crime victims and other con-
cerned citizens. See www.vinelink.com
or call toll-free (877) 846-3492.

... that you can file your health-care
directives in a secure Department of
Health database! In case of an emer-
gency, statewide health-care providers
can have access to your information,
making it more likely your wishes will
be fulfilled. For more information, call
(360) 236-4365 or visit the website at
www.doh.wa.gov/livingwill.

... that both common over-the-coun-
ter medications and prescription drugs
pose a serious threat to our water
quality and the environment? DON'T
FLUSH THEM, even if your doctor’s of-
fice tells you to. Instead, put them in
sealed plastic bags with some kitty lit-
ter or coffee grounds and toss them in
the nonrecyclable garbage. J

and will respond with advanced care. If
it is determined that you need transport
to the hospital, the Anacortes ambu-
lance provides this service. If your call
comes after ferry hours, the ferry crew is
called out.
Help the Fire Department help you

by:

* Having your address sign in a loca-
tion that is easily seen from the road

* Wearing a medical-alert tag or brace-
let if you have a serious medical condi-
tion

* Having a list of your current medi-
cations and any allergies to medications
(Guemes Connects provides a form on
their website, which can be accessed at
www.guemesfire.org under “Emergency
Medical Information” or on LineTime.)

The department currently has 17

members—nine trained as Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMTs), six fire-
fighters, and two junior firefighters.
Their weekly trainings sharpen skills and
empbhasize that safety for community
members and responders is the number
one priority.

Editors note: Lets all take this op-
portunity to let our volunteers know how
much we appreciate them. Hug a Guemes

EMTlfirefighter today! 3

Birthdays

(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)

and Anniversaries

Josiah Lyons turns 13 on May 2.

Catherine Reyburn turns |4 on May 4.

Hallie Freeman turns 13 on May 12.

Richard and Margi Houghton celebrate
their 26th anniversary on May 12.

Rachel Jalbert turns 14 on May 2.

Marguerite Adams turns 82 on May 15.

Maxwell Seto turns 10 on May 18.

Katelyn Albright turns 17 on May 9.

Otter Moon Moline turns 9 on May 23.

Jill Brenden turns 5 on May 24.

Elle Jennings turns || on May 24.

Iris Forrester Sherman turns 86 on
May 29.

JT Butler turns 8 on May 31.

Louie Padovan turns 89 on May 31.
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A Taste of Guemes
Jan lversen

aerospace manufacturers
bidding on parts for the
first B-1 bomber. Dur-

ing that period, she was
coerced into a blind date
with a recently widowed
pilot who also happened to
be director of the B-1 pro-
gram for the Air Force. The
friend who set up the date
urged her to go, if only “to
think of the business you
might get!” So off she went
and met . . . Dick Iversen.
“It was love at first sight,”

Jan attacks an onion in her South Shore kitchen.

By Karen Everett

There’s a lot more to Jan Iversen
than being the bubbly “hostess with the
mostest.” She has catered some of the
island’s biggest weddings and parties at
her South Shore beachfront compound,
but most people don’t realize that Jan’s
pre-Guemes life includes a no-nonsense
business career spanning decades.

Jan was born in 1946, a fifth-gen-
eration Renton girl. Her great-grand-
parents were among the founders of the
city, and her father was nicknamed “Mr.
Renton” for his work creating low-in-
come senior housing there. After high
school, Jan studied music at Western
Washington University in Bellingham.

In the ’60s, she embarked on a long
career in a man’s world, well ahead of
her time. The list of jobs is long: cus-
tomer relations in international sales
for Boeing; selling electrical equipment
for Thomas & Betts to such clients as
the Columbia Tower in Seattle, Bangor
Naval Base, and the Anacortes refinery;
and designing electrical systems in the
early days of Silicon Valley giants like
Intel and Memorex. Next, she created
a consulting firm for the aerospace and
manufacturing world. But it wasn’t all
work and no play: Iversen also owned
an unlimited hydroplane called Miss
Prodelco.

By 1985, Jan was working for
Grumman Aerospace as a composite
specialist and also represented several

says Jan, “for both of us—
although we did argue that
night about where the larg-
est stockpile of titanium forgings were
in the world.”

The pair were soon married, and Jan
joined Dick at Strategic Air Command
headquarters in Omaha, Nebraska.
“What a change!” she recalls. “Suddenly,
I was a colonel’s wife and mother of two
teenagers. The Air Force even sent me to
Protocol School!”

A few years later, the pair moved
back to the Northwest and lived in
Kirkland. Dick worked for Boeing
for the next 10 years, and Jan became
president of a manufacturing com-
pany for impact-absorbing injection-
molded products. Projects included the
dance floor for Pacific Northwest Ballet;
PUMA, Reebok, and Nike insoles; and
horse pads for thoroughbreds. “That

was a good one,” she laughs. “The client

Mahogany Chicken

5 Ibs. boneless, skinless chicken thighs

About 2/3 bottle Costco-sized (63-ounce)
Mr. Yoshida’s sauce

4-inch piece fresh ginger, peeled and sliced
into “coins”
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wanted me to demonstrate putting it on
the horse. Here I am at the Meadow-
lands in my white suit, being a farrier!”

By 1988, Dick, a native of Ana-
cortes, had shared a little paradise called
Guemes Island with his bride. They
bought their spot on South Beach and
started coming up every weekend, slow-
ly transforming it into the showplace it
is today.

During this same period, the couple
went through the prolonged illnesses
and deaths of both of their parents. It’s
because of those heart-wrenching expe-
riences, says Jan, that she became seri-
ous about senior advocacy. With a long
background in public service, she ran a
successful bid five years ago for the post
of hospital commissioner, and is also
very supportive of Guemes Connects.
“We don’t want anyone on the island
at home alone or sick,” says Iversen.
“My main contribution to this is the
Gathering, where lunch is provided
every Thursday to seniors and others
on the island.”

Waxing introspective, Jan says, “I
was just thinking . . . I have no inner
turmoil, no projects left undone, and
every single day is complete fulfillment.
Living with Dick on Guemes gives me
complete contentment.” And I, for one,
completely believe her. You see it in her
radiant smile and hear it in her laugh.

The recipe below was on the “hit
parade” at Jan’s catered weddings. “The
brides would always beg me for the rec-
ipe,” she says. “In those days, they were
called ‘Jan’s Thighs,” but out of respect
for the Church where the Gathering is, I
now call it Mahogany Chicken.” J

(aka Jan’s Thighs)

8-10 garlic cloves, chopped

| c. good dry sherry

Toasted sesame seeds (for garnish)
Green onion, chopped (for garnish)

I. Mix together everything but onion and sesame seeds.
2. Pour into a large baking pan (sides at least 4 inches high). The sauce needs to almost cover the

chicken; if it doesn’t,add | c. water or more Mr. Yoshida’s.

3. Bake at 350° for 2 hours, stirring every |5 minutes.
Serving: Drain off half the sauce and serve on the side. Sprinkle chicken with toasted sesame

seeds and chopped green onion. Serve with rice medley, carrots sautéed in brown butter, and

creamy cabbage salad.
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Beachcombing

with Win Anderson

I look back with amusement to one
of the first meetings of the staff of the
Tide when someone, maybe Holiday
Matchett, wondered how the group
could ever find enough news to fill 12
pages. Now the question is how to stuff
it all in. Well, one way is to ignore the
rumors and dig out the facts—even
when the major media ends up repeat-
ing huge deviations from the truth. Case
in point: the coverage of recent events
that resulted in a charge of attempted
homicide against a Guemes resident.
The Tide staff put its later deadline to
good use and has come up with a much
more accurate story (page 6).

Two off-island events are worth
mentioning here since both caused me
total befuddlement at the time. The
first was the earthquake in Chile, which
I felt here on Guemes, or at least I
thought I did. Turning on the TV while
still half-asleep, I listened to CNN de-
scribe the devastation and heavy after-
shocks. Suddenly I heard a scrappy rat-
tling sound and the whole house shook!
I quickly planted myself in the safety
of the pantry doorway before realiz-
ing the house was pretty well anchored,
and what was shaking—a little—was
the kitchen range stovepipe. A wayward
starling was attempting to evacuate.

Since the stovepipe is well secured
to the back of a 400-pound cast-iron
range, this was a problem I was not

Windermere

WRE/Anacortes Propertie

= R

Margi Houghton
(360) 202-004 |

MargiHoughton.com
margi@windermere.com

WIN ANDERSON

The stranded starling awaits rescue.

prepared for. I had to think about it.
Six hours later I returned from more
important matters (more important to
me, but probably not to the starling)
to see to my delight the little explorer’s
head protruding from the small draft
opening—Ilooking like a miniature
stuffed trophy bird. And the cooking
tongs were hanging right there! At first
the bird dodged back into the dark but
soon he/she nosed out again and let me
gently midwife it to freedom. Hardly
lost a feather and it flew off the front
porch like . . . well, like a bird.

The second event was not so happy.
This time the house really did shake, as
a portion of the Tesoro refinery blew up
directly across Fidalgo Bay. Along with
many of you, I was jarred out of bed by

Get Results

Waterfront + View * Residential

the shock wave that felt
like a truck hit. Then

I heard the sirens and
saw the smoke. The
huge billowing clouds
were ripped by the gale
but still so thick I nev-
er did see the massive
flames others reported
from upwind locations.
Later we learned of

the true horror of the
tragedy: seven of our
Anacortes brothers and

sisters so badly burned
that they died.

Here on Guemes
we're always thinking
about conserving our water by metering
for leaks, using low-flow showerheads,
etc. That's why reading an article about
Mark and Delia Owens made me think
about Sally Stapp and the work done by
the island Waterworks group.

In 1974, the Owenses were stationed
in remote Deception Valley, Botswana,
studying large animals. Their water was
transported in steel drums and “tasted
like metallic tea” after they cooled it
down on plates in the shade. They al-
lowed themselves seven gallons per week
apiece. After washing dishes they took
sponge baths with the dishwater and
then strained what was left through
cloth for the truck radiator. Remem-
ber that the next time you're tempted to
let the water run while you're brushing
your teeth. J

Wbrk with a Top Producir;g A_ge_n

Investment * Land

guemesisland.com




Dog Island Diary
Why Do They Call It “Dog Island”?

shoulder and had
long, white fur. The
Samish people spun,
dyed, and wove this
fur into blankets,
which were an im-
portant trade item
as well as being an
integral part of the
tribe’s ceremonies.
The distinctive
characteristics of the
dogs fur were ge-
netically recessive, so
it was necessary to
keep the wool dogs

An artist’s depiction of the now-extinct “wool dog”

By Thea LaCross

Editors note: From time to time the
Tide will include anecdotes and accounts
about the history of Guemes under the title
“Dog Island Diary.” This first installment
explains how the island got its nickname.

To anyone who has had to navigate
around a relaxed Guemes canine sun-
ning in the middle of the road, the nick-
name “Dog Island” makes perfect sense.
But the name actually can be traced
back to some earlier dog islanders.

Through the late 1700s and early
1800s, the Samish tribes—Ilike other
Coast Salish peoples from the Olym-
pic Peninsula to southern Vancouver
Island—raised a breed of domestic
canines now known as “wool dogs.”
Described as looking like today’s Spitz,
they stood about 17 inches high at the

Learning More Guemes History

Here are two great sources of
information on Guemes’s past.

In 1978, Gertie Howard wrote an
anecdotal history of Guemes that’s
packed with interesting tidbits:
http://tinyurl.com/GuemesGleanings

As Western Washington University
students in 1986, Dawn Ashbach and
Janice Veal researched and wrote a
fascinating history of Indian life
on Guemes:
http://tinyurl.com/SamishHistory

separate from other
village dogs. They
were maintained in small “flocks” on
different islands and were fed raw and
dried salmon.

In 1986, when Janice Veal and
Dawn Ashbach interviewed Ken Han-
sen, then chairman of the Samish tribe,
for their research paper on the tribe’s
Guemes history, he told them that the
Samish name for the island actually
meant “Dog Island.” He said the dogs
were kept on Guemes when the tribe
was living on Samish Island (they had
seasonal villages on both islands) and
then were moved to Samish when the
tribe returned to Guemes. Some mem-
bers of the village would travel to feed
and water them daily.

Wool dogs were shorn once a year
using mussel-shell knives, and the re-
sulting fur was so thick that it hung
together like a pelt (one of these pelts
is in the collection of the Smithsonian
National Museum of Natural History).
The breed died out as expanding white
settlement pushed the tribes off the is-
lands and native weavers switched to
sheep wool. The dogs probably became
extinct in the mid-1800s.

But of course, today there is no
shortage of dogs on Dog Island. We
know people’s dogs even if we don't
know their owners, and we know where
to slow down to avoid those four-legged
sunbathers. The spirit of Dog Island

lives on. J
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#&” PELICAN Bay BoOKs
Used & Antiquarian

1104 9¢h St. Anacortes, WA 98221
(360) 293-1852
palicanbay@vﬁrizon.net
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-4

TIDEWATER
PLUMBING
& MECHANICAL

Quality, Professional Service
New Construction, Remodels
Hydronic Heating Specialist
Pumps and Water Systems
Complete Water Treatment

Systems

Eldon Johnson
Phone: 360.293.7794

For Quality TV Reception and high
speed internet at a
reasonable price

Friendly, competent
technicians providing
excellent service.
Toll free

866.794.4283

BILL WARMOUTH

Many Projects on GICCA’s Agenda

From left: Robert Olson, Mike Gwost, and Mark Linnemann peer
through Mike’s model of the proposed Park bandstand.

By Thea LaCross

On April 15, Guemes Island Com-
munity Center Association (GICCA)
president Harry Finks kept his promise
to hold monthly meetings to an hour
and a half, despite a full agenda and a
room packed with attentive community
members.

Howard Pellett presented a mo-
tion to hire a professional facilitator to
help board members improve commu-
nication among themselves, which he
described as highly conflicted. Some
members agreed that there were com-
munication problems, while others saw
an improvement over past years and
didn’t feel mediation was necessary.
Ultimately a motion was passed calling
for an initial evaluation by a mediator
to determine whether such consultation

GUEMES [SLAND RESORT

E)cachfront chta| Accommodations
Kustic to ( ._-fmfcm;r'or.?.fq - (abins, [Jouses & Yurts

e (hift \Shop []___ocai[}j-made Jtems)
™ Bc‘.c‘.réy Winc:

o Snac'.!-cs & Jce

o Massage Thcrapy

. 5auna Ey]']ot Tul:z

(360) 29%-6643
WWW.gUCI’ﬂCSiS andresort.com

could improve
board function-
ing. A report
on that session
will be brought
to the next
meeting.

Mark Linne-
mann provided
an update on
planning for the
Schoolhouse
Park band-
stand project.
He invited the
community to
participate by
attending the
next planning
meeting, which
was held at the
Park on Wednesday, April 21.

Jim Nichol read the Trustees’ Annual
Project Plan, which includes many small
to midsized improvements and repairs
both inside and outside the Hall. Trust-
ees agreed to report monthly on projects
completed and their costs.

In other business:

* It was agreed that the current indi-
vidual liability insurance coverage for
officers and trustees is adequate.

* Installation of Bubble’s canoe in the
Hall is being planned.

* An accountant suggested by Howard
Pellett will help with the bylaw-mandat-
ed financial review process.

* Some ideas were presented for solv-
ing the long-running Hall key issue of
providing security while maintaining
ease of access.

*The board is conducting a detailed
review of GICCA’s bylaws to determine
whether they fit the organization’s cur-
rent goals and challenges.

* Volunteers are being sought for the
four committees now forming (Long-
Range Planning, Park/Bandstand, Elec-
tion Process, and Community). Inter-
ested islanders can contact Harry Finks
at 588-9192.

The next meeting will be Thursday,
May 20, at 7:00 p.m., preceded by din-
ner at 6:15. J



The Guemes Tide May 2010 19

Home Water-Treatment Basics: Water Softeners, Part 2

By Mark Spahr

In the last issue of the 7ide, 1 talked
about what a salt-based ion-exchange
softener does to remove hardness from
water, basically taking out iron, manga-
nese, and calcium and replacing those
minerals with sodium. When the typical
water-softener unit needs to be regen-
erated, the process produces up to 50
gallons of very concentrated salt water
(brine) that must be disposed of. Some
units’ regeneration cycles are on timers,
while others have a cycle triggered when
a certain quantity of water has been
treated.

There are no sewers on Guemes, so
the brine waste must flow into the septic
system. The main concerns are the effect
this has on a septic system and how it
affects the island’s groundwater.

Septic systems. A high concentra-
tion of salt kills or inhibits bacteria, yet
the proper function of a septic system
depends on a culture of viable, healthy
bacteria. The effect of periodic brine
discharges into septic systems has been
studied with mixed results. Some studies
have shown little adverse impact, while
others have shown that the ability of
bacteria to break down wastes and paper
products in the septic system has been
reduced, leading to more solids pass-
ing into the drainfield (which creates its
own set of problems). Critical factors in-
clude the size of the septic tank and the
quantity of brine vs. nonbrine wastes
being discharged into the system. In
other words, if a septic tank is small and
brine discharges are frequent, there is a
greater likelihood of an adverse impact
on the system.

My conclusion is that periodic brine
discharges to septic systems are not ad-
visable. However, if you choose to use a
salt-based water softener, make sure that
your septic system has a large capacity
and that it receives a significant quantity
of nonbriny water discharges to dilute
the salt concentration. In an infrequent-
ly used vacation home with a water soft-
ener on a timer set to regenerate every
week or two regardless of water usage,
you could expect an adverse impact on
the septic system and its performance.

Groundwater. There are two sepa-
rate issues involving groundwater. First,
since septic tanks do not remove salt, it
ends up in the drainfield. When sodium
ions are discharged to the ground, soil
particles (particularly clay) tend to swell.
This may reduce the soil’s ability to ab-
sorb as much water, causing more runoff
and limiting the amount of rainwater
reaching the aquifer.

The second issue is that, since salt is
generally not removed in soil, it eventu-
ally reaches the aquifer, which supplies
drinking water to everyone on the is-
land. The impact of this on our ground-
water quality is best characterized by
the old saying, “Dilution is the solu-
tion to pollution.” With minimal and
widely scattered use of water softeners,
the impact is probably minimal. How-
ever, with a significant use of sodium-
ion-exchange water softeners, an adverse
impact on water quality is more likely,
particularly on the wells closest to these
systems.

There are many documented cases
where discharges from water softeners
have resulted in saltwater contamination
of nearby wells. I have personal expe-
rience with a small community water
system that had to abandon its well and
obtain a costly new water source because
the brine discharge from decades-long
use of a water softener eventually led to
salt contamination of the well. Once a
well is contami-

ter softener, please be aware of these is-
sues. The next article in the series will be
on the small but growing field of other
techniques to soften water that do not
rely on the use of rock salt. 3

BUEMIES PET CARE

Caring for your pets while
you're away.
Guemes References
Dale and Elena Creager
299.9147

Daleelena@aol.com
206-427-0384 (cell)

FREE
CONSULTATION

Expert Garden Service
25 years experience, Local references.
Planting, pruning, maintenance.
For fast, efficient, reliable service
call (360) 293-3834

4 p
The Famous Guemes Beach
House

I1deal for vacation or family and friends.
3 bedroom 2 bath beachfront home
for up to 6 guests
For More Information:

Please email famousguemes@pobox.
\_ com or call (206) 250-9043

nated with salg, it
may take decades
to reverse the
problem. So, as
always, prevent-
ing the problem
is a much better
course of action.
In summary,
there is the poten-
tial for significant
adverse impacts
to septic systems
and groundwater
associated with
disposal of salt
brine. If you are
considering a wa-
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Looking Back

(From the files of the Guemes Island Historical Society)

Five Years Ago

“Big, Giant Bra Ball” displayed on
Guemes courtesy of artist Ron Nicolino
(since deceased).

The Guemes Island Planning Advi-
sory Committee holds workshop for our
Marine Shoreline Plan.

Islanders gang up on Scotch broom
at the Peach Preserve (Demopoulos
Marsh), a project of the San Juan Pres-
ervation Trust.

Noted former director of the Wash-
ington State University Master Garden-
er’s Program, Dyvon Havens, moves to

Guemes. (7he Evening Star, May 2005)

Ten Years Ago

A 10,000-pound ship’s anchor
ripped the power cable off the Guemes
terminal pole, shutting down electric-
ity to the entire island for some seven
hours. Had the cable parted it would
have taken at least a month and $1 mil-
lion to replace.

Betty Crookes presents Part Two:
History of the Women’s Club, 1960-70.

Fire Department fund for addition
reaches nearly $15,000 in donations.

(7he Evening Star, May 2000)

Ninety-four Years Ago

FINISHING THE |
PIONEERS WORK & vy

Never in the his-
tory of Guemes Is-
land have prospects
for the speedy devel-
opment of the fertile
acres been brighter
than at the present
time. The bright new
blood of enterprise
has been injected
into the veins of the
landholders. . . . The
art of real farming
was never applied to
Guemes Island until
recent years. This, however is not held
against the old pioneers, the men who
crossed the continent, blazed the trails
and with practically no implements and
tools, built the first cabins and caused
the first garden patch to smile on a
clearing in the wilderness. . . .

But the old timer must rest; his once
sinewy hands have grown thin and fee-
ble from the incessant toil of years. . . .
The future farm development of

SupportYour Community
Paper—Subscribe Today!

Early islander Charley Gant

Guemes Island is now in the
hands of the younger genera-
tions and well have they begun
the development of the fertile
acres for which nature has
done so much. . ..
Guemes Island is being
modernized, the old regime
of things is passing away. . . .
The inhabitants can point with
pride to some new beauty spot
which was not there the year
before. Every farm is being
polished like an agate from the
sun-kissed beach surrounding
them and it is only a matter
of time when this beautiful
and scenic, fertile and healthful
island will be the home port of hun-
dreds of enterprising people . . . to use
their energies in the development of the
great gift handed to us by the pioneers,
who will soon be retired from activity
and content to view the fruits of their
pioneering as they walk along the “cool
sequestered nooks of life’s declining
years.”
(Charley L. Gant, 7he Guemes Beach-
comber, May 13, 1916) 2

Advertise in

C[llw Guemes C.[’icle

and give your business
or service a summer boost!

It's cheaper than you think.
Rates start at only $10 a column-inch.

Call Bob Easton today at (360) 299-0570
or email advertising@guemestide.org

A year (10 issues) is only $20. Please send us a check payable to
The Guemes Tide along with your name, mailing address,
and phone number to:

The Guemes Tide
7885 Guemes Island Rd #1
Anacortes, WA 98221




