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Island Honors Its Neighbors and Heroes

Will Reichardt (left), chief criminal deputy, accepts a Heroes

Award on behalf of his department.

By Karen Everett

Unless you've just moved to Guemes,
you must know at least one of them.
You probably see them in the ferry line
and at island events. Or maybe they
drive by your house on their way to
work and you exchange a wave.

But these are not your run-of-the-
mill neighbors; they’re heroes. These are
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Nancy White is Firefighter of the Year.

the islanders who
sacrifice their free
time—and some
of them potentially
their lives—for you
and me. They were
recognized May 15
at the second annu-
al Guemes Heroes

Nearly 20 awards
were handed out.
Fire Chief Mike
Stamper, master of
ceremonies, be-
gan by presenting
a Lifetime Achievement Award to Gail
Nicolls for her leadership in organizing
the island’s Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT), a federally man-

dated program with some 70 volunteers.

Juby Fouts presented the Guemes
Connects Awards, offering humorous
anecdotes about Leta Hayden, who
was the inspiration for The Gathering
lunches on Thursdays, and Peggy Starr,
known for her organizing skills and
practical help for those who want to live
independently. Also lauded were Anne
Jackets, a founder of Guemes Connects,
and her husband, Mike.

Then Chief Stamper honored heroes
in four major incidents that have oc-
curred in the past year:

* The August 23 water rescue by two
locals, Dan Raynor and Steve Latimer

*'The September car-bicycle accident
severely injuring Zeedie Collins, with
Good Samaritan Awards to Win Ander-
son, Donna Davis, and Roger Babcock
(an off-islander working on Guemes)

* The December house-collapse

banquet at the Hall.

fatality, with recognition given to Mi-
chael Grennell and Dan Raynor, and to
Skagit County Sheriff’s Deputy Chris
Dodds, who served all night at the
house

*The unprecedented April 2-3 “ac-
tive shooter” events on the island, with
heroes accolades for the entire Skagit
County Sheriff's Office (close to 30 were
deployed here during the incident) and
Incident Commander Nancy White

Want the Tide to flow
into your mailbox?
Subscriptions are $20 a
year (10 issues). Our
address is on page 2.

Tom Fouts receives a Chief’s Award from
Mike Stamper.

Nancy was also named Firefighter of
the Year by the Firefighters Association.
In presenting the award, association
secretary Dave Margeson underscored,
“Nothing escapes her attention.” Al-
though White retired this year as assis-
tant fire chief, she continues to serve as
chief medical officer.

Nancy’s husband, Bob White, also
nabbed a Lifetime Achievement Award
for his nearly 22 years in the Fire
(continued on page 2)
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New Emergency-Alert
Technology Coming

By Thea LaCross

New technology promises to make
the job of providing vital emergency
information to every household on
Guemes easier.

At a May 23 meeting of the island’s
volunteer Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT), Coordinator Gail
Nicolls said that the updated system is
slated to be functional in July. A web-
site allowing county residents to update
their telephone contact information to
include cell-phone numbers should be
available sometime this fall. Guemes
residents can expect to receive a test call
from the 911 system sometime in Au-
gust.

The automated telephone response
system, called Surf Simple, is already
part of the countywide 911 emergency
network, but upcoming refinements will
make it possible for emergency man-
agers to target smaller areas within the
county when necessary, eventually down
to the neighborhood level.

Emergency alert calls are activat-
ed by law enforcement, fire, or other
emergency officials. In addition, CERT
maintains a telephone-tree system that
can be activated in cooperation with the
Guemes Island Fire Department.

The 40 CERT volunteers attending
the meeting had an opportunity to dis-
cuss emergency communication proce-
dures. There was broad agreement that
it was vital for every island resident to
know who their CERT neighborhood
leader is and to make sure that CERT
has their telephone and contact infor-
mation.

If you aren't sure of the current
leader for your neighborhood, you can
check the recently-updated map on the
bulletin boards in the Hall and in the
Library, and soon the information will
be on LineTime (www.linetime.org).
Leaders and alternates are still needed in
some neighborhoods; for more informa-
tion, contact Gail at 293-9540. J
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A Note to Our
Subscribers

You may have noticed that the expi-
ration date printed on your address
label now reads one month earlier
than on previous labels. This is just a
bit of clarification—your subscription
expiration date hasn’t changed. For
example, if your label reads “Expires
2011.03,” your current subscription
runs through the March 2011 issue.
Got questions? You can always
reach our subscription department at
subscriptions@guemestide.org. J
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Department, making him the longest-
serving member ever.

The crowd erupted with applause at
the recognition of Felix Edmunds with
a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Guemes Island Fire Commissioners. Re-
tired as fire chief in 1989, he returned as
vehicle maintenance expert in 1996.

The Chief’s Awards, the last for the
evening, were for Jim Dugan and Tom
Fouts. Dugan was named Community
Volunteer of the Decade, having been
fire commissioner for 15 years and the
“driving force who fills in the gaps,
giving untold hours of service for the
Guemes Island community.” Fouts was
honored for his versatile service as a fire-
fighter, EMS responder, and volunteer
extraordinaire, as well as his guidance in
getting solar panels on the Fire Hall.

Perhaps it was Chief Criminal Depu-
ty Will Reichardt from the sheriff’s of-
fice who best expressed the feelings of
the audience when he said, “The real he-

roes are the volunteer firefighters.” J

The Guemes Tide (USPS #014-902) is pub-
lished monthly except in January and August by
Judith Horton, interim publisher, 7141 Guemes
Island Road, Anacortes, WA 98221. Periodical
postage paid at Anacortes, Wash.

Contents © 2010 by 7he Guemes Tide except as
otherwise noted. Bylined articles and attributed
artwork are published by permission, with

all rights retained by their creators. Opinions
expressed here are not necessarily those of the
publisher. Unsolicited manuscripts and artwork
dealing with Guemes Island and its people are
encouraged but may not be returned.

Business Manager: Bob Easton

Circulation Manager: Dyvon Havens
Production and Design: Justin James
Managing Editor: Holiday Matchett

Editorial Board: Nick Allison, Judith Horton,
Edith Walden

Other Members of the Publishing Team: Bob
Anderson, Win Anderson, Nanette Cardon,
Sophie Dobra, Karen Everett, Juby Fouts, Blaine
LaCross, and Thea LaCross

You can reach us by email at:
advcrtising@gucmcstidc.org
editorial @guemestide.or;
subscriptions@guemestige.org

Submissions are due by the 15th of each month.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The
Guemes Tide, 7885 Guemes Island Road #1,
Anacortes, WA 98221-9560




THEA LACROSS

Produce Exchange Keeps Growing
Seasonal Market Promotes Sustainability

Marie Spring and Gary Davis exchange greetings and produce at last year’s market. The
exchange resumes this coming June 12 (but skips June 19).

By Sophie Dobra

As summer arrives, so does summer
produce—and so does the Produce Ex-
change.

The exchange started soon after the
American Institute of Architects held
sustainability meetings on Guemes in
2006. These meetings inspired Frea
Woofenden to do something tangible to
foster sustainability in her own commu-
nity. “I wanted to grab hold of some-
thing that was already happening,” she
says of her vision of a weekly meeting
where islanders could exchange their
surplus produce and farm goods.

The first season was a great success,
and the event has continued to grow
each year.

To clear up any confusion potential

attendees might have, the basic policy is:

buy, sell, trade, or give it away. Buyers
with nothing to trade are encouraged.
Sellers are welcome to bring a table, and
there are no stall fees or requirements.
Expect to see an array of colors, tex-
tures, and shapes. Bring your morning
coffee and linger, catch up with friends
and neighbors, trade garden tips or reci-
pes, learn about new varieties of plants,

and share in the abundance of local
growers and gardeners.

Eating seasonally and locally couldn’t
be easier—just plan your menu around
what’s fresh and available at the Produce
Exchange. Early-season offerings might
include lettuce, spinach, peas, radishes,
chard, kale, herbs, plant starts, flow-
ers, berries, and maybe a surprise or two
from greenhouse growers.

Starting in July, the Produce Ex-
change will be held every Saturday
morning at 8:30 a.m. at the Pavilion
(through Labor Day), with two early
dates in June to kick off the season: June
12 and June 26.

Do you have an

Each Offtce 1 Indepandently Owned Ang Operated

(360) 202-7373
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Feld Refuses Court
Appearance, Will Have
Mental Evaluation

Charles Feld, currently held in
Skagit County Jail, refused to appear in
Superior Court May 13 to be arraigned
on charges stemming from an incident
on Guemes on April 2-3. He had also
refused to appear in court on May 7.

Superior Court Judge Michael E.
Rickert heard testimony from sheriff’s
deputies that it would take a “full-
fledged wrestling match” requiring total
restraints to bring Feld to court. One
deputy reported that Feld violently pro-
claimed that the judge should “go kill
himself.” Concerned for the safety of
officers, of Feld, and of others, Rick-
ert considered holding the arraignment
outside Feld’s isolation cell but dis-
missed the idea because of concerns for
open court requirements.

Court-appointed defense attor-
ney Wes Richards and Skagit County
Prosecuting Attorney Richard Weyrich
requested that a mental evaluation be
conducted in jail. However, Richards
noted that Feld refused to cooperate
with an independent evaluation in jail.
A deputy reported that Feld was now
willing to be evaluated at Western State
Hospital. Rickert then ordered that Feld
be held at Western for up to 15 days to
determine whether he is competent to
represent himself in court.

Feld is charged with attempted first-
degree murder, first-degree arson, three
counts of first-degree assault with a
firearm or deadly weapon, and unlaw-
ful possession of a firearm. Two of the
assault counts were added April 30, for
firing at two deputies on April 3. Feld’s
bail is now set at $1 million. J

vinning Reed
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Garden Tour Coming
P Ty B

“Eat Your Yard” is the focus of the
annual Guemes Garden Tour, which
is on June 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Becky Stinson, this year’s organizer,
says the tour includes the gardens of sev-
eral islanders who are actively producing
food. The mix of “working” and orna-
mental gardens provides a wide variety
for garden lovers to enjoy.

Participants may register and obtain
a Garden Tour map at the Hall. For
those walking over on the ferry, shuttle
service to the Hall and transportation
for the tour will be provided. The do-
nation of $10 per person will go to the
Skagit Land Trust’s Guemes Mountain
Stewardship Fund.

Plant Sale Aids GIPOA

Guemes Islanders know “spring has
sprung” when a plant sale springs up
along Guemes Island Road. This spring
it was May 8, and the rain of preceding
days disappeared just in time for garden-
ers to buy seedlings of tomatoes, colum-
bines, and many other favorites—and to
add to the coffers of the Guemes Island
Property Owners Association, which
sponsored the sale. The efforts of gar-
deners Roz Glasser, Carol and Howard
Pellet, Anne Jackets, Dennis Palmer, Ju-
dith Horton, and Bob Groeshell helped

raise $733 for the organization.

The Library Needs You

The Guemes Island Library is seek-
ing additional volunteers for help with
a variety of tasks. Contact MJ Andrak,
mjandrak@fidalgo.net, 293-6398; or
Carol Pellett, carollp@cablerocket.com,
293-8128, for more information.

Children’s Author on Guemes

On May 11, Margaret Read Mac-
Donald—daughter of Murray Read and
an internationally-known storyteller
and author—spun a tale for the Tuesday
After School Play Group at the Guemes
Island Library. Margaret also donated
three of her recent picture books to the
Library’s collection.

She will be telling tales for children
of all ages at the loft at Anderson’s Store
on Friday, July 3, at 2:00 p.m.

pdate x

Back to the Park!
! | '

By Blaine LaCross

With summer nearly here, the week-
ly Park Day is back. The cooperatively-
organized Park Day, now in its fifth
year, offers kids of all ages an oppor-
tunity for team or small-group games
and activities. In previous years, Park
Day activities have included relay races,
four-square games, bocce ball competi-
tions, and soccer matches. In addition,
the Pavilion offers a place for arts and
crafts projects, chess and other board
games, and card games such as Magic:
The Gathering,.

Park Days are held at School-
house Park from 4:15 to 6:00 p.m. on
Wednesdays. The school bus will drop
off with parent permission. Parents are
encouraged to come and play; please
make arrangements in advance if you
want your child to attend alone.

Contact Stella Spring at 588-1588

for more information.

dith Horton, and Holiday Matchett.

Island Birders Pitch In on Migration Count

Valerie Stahan from Lummi Bay and
Beth Thompson from Arlington have
been conducting the important North
American Migration Count on Guemes
pretty much by themselves for more than
10 years. This year the count was on
May 8 (it’s always the second Saturday
in May), and thanks to some advance
planning, they headed up a team of four
island birders to identify and count the
birds: Gary Curtis, Dyvon Havens, Ju-

The six spent a collective total of 23.75 hours in the field. It was a glorious day,
and 69 species were recorded, with 1,442 birds counted. Top populations were Eu-
ropean Starling (105), American Robin (104), Rufous Hummingbird (101), Red-
Winged Blackbird (92), American Goldfinch (80), and Violet-Green Swallow (75).



A Letter From the Snells

Dear Friends,

Thanks so much for your gener-
ous offerings of time, talent, energy,
and money for Cole Snell’s fundrais-
er. The entire Snell family was very
moved by the outpouring of com-
munity spirit. Many of you have
asked about Cole. He continues to
make steady progress. His cardiolo-
gist at Children’s Hospital in Seattle
is hopeful that he will make a com-
= plete recovery.

Again, many thanks for your wonderful gifts and many kindnesses.
—Dan and Olivia Snell (Coles parents) and
Bob and Connie Snell (Coles grandparents)

Chamber Music Concert Returns

Two island vio-
lists, Karie Prescott
(who lives in Los
Angeles but recently
bought a home on
the island) and her
niece Malia Prescott,
will perform a cham-
ber music concert
at the Community
Center on July 3 at
7:00 p.m. The con-
cert is a part of the ongoing Guemes Island Chamber Music Series.

Karie and Malia will perform with three Seattle musicians, two of whom have
played here previously: Brittany Boulding and Cecilia Archuleta (violins) and Page
Smith (cello). Their program includes Bach’s Suite No. 4 in E-flat Major for unac-
companied cello, the Handel-Halvorsen Passacaglia Duet for Violin and Cello,
Telemann’s Concerto in G Major for Two Violas, Dvorak’s American String Quar-
tet, and a Cole Porter quartet yet to be announced.

The concert will run about 1% hours, so listeners will easily be able to catch the
9:00 or 10:00 p.m. ferry.

Robert Sund Celebrated on Guemes
; A celebration of the life of poet,

painter, and writer Robert Sund was
held at Schoolhouse Park on Friday and
Saturday, May 14-15. Sund, who died
in 2001, spent much of his life in and
around the Skagit Valley and had many
Guemes connections.

The ninth annual event was spon-
sored by the Robert Sund Poet’s House

= Trust in Anacortes, which has published

two books of Sund’s poetry, Poems from Ish River Country and Taos Mountain. The
group has also just produced a video about his life and work called 7n the Hall of
Light, which was shown as part of the Skagit River Poetry Festival in La Conner on
May 21-23.

For more information on Sund, visit www.robertsundpoetshouse.org/main.cfm.
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Come Alive!

On Saturday, June 19, the Guemes
Island Property Owners Association
(GIPOA) will present Guemes Guide
Comes Alive, an educational “fair” pre-
senting a variety of island-related orga-
nizations and services. The event runs
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Center and is open to all.

Numerous island organizations and
programs will be represented, as well as
county and city ones. It’s a chance to
learn more about Island Hospital, the
County Sheriff’s Department, County
Extension Service, weed control, solar
energy, and many other topics. It’s also
an opportunity to find out more about
children’s activities on the island and
other ways to be involved in island com-
munity life.

Following Guemes Guide Comes
Alive, GIPOA will conduct its annual
meeting at 4:00 p.m. Ofhcers and the
Guemes Island Citizen of the Year will
be elected.

For Quality TV Reception and high
speed internet at a
reasonable price

Friendly, competent
technicians providing
excellent service.
Toll free

866.794.4283

TIDEWATER
PLUMBING
& MECHANICAL

Quality, Professional Service
New Construction, Remodels
Hydronic Heating Specialist
Pumps and Water Systems
Complete Water Treatment

Systems

Eldon Johnson
Phone: 360.293.7794
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Here Comes the Run!

On June 5, at 10:45
a.m., the 13th annual
Dog Island Run will
get underway from its
new starting line at
Murray Read Pavilion.
The newly-certified
10K course will pro-
ceed north on Guemes
Island Road, wind west and south on
West Shore Road, and conclude with
an uphill push on Edens Road back to
the Park. Participants may also walk a
2-mile course or walk the entire 10K
(6.2 miles).

Race Director Tim Wittman will be
assisted by a sizable team of volunteers
from the island and from the Skagit
Runners club.

Off-island participants are encour-
aged to leave their cars in Anacortes and
walk on the ferry; cars can also be left
in the parking lot on the Guemes side.

Volunteer drivers, using vans from Rosa-
rio Assisted Living/Fidalgo Care Center,
will take runners and families up to the
Park and return them back to the ferry
after the awards presentation. (Those
who want to walk the 10K should in-
form the registration table, so they can
begin early and finish in time to catch
the van to the ferry.)

Registration on race day is $20 per
person (youth under the age of 14 are
free) or $30 including a commemora-
tive T-shirt; T-shirts alone are $15 each.
All proceeds go to the Guemes Island
Library, for which this is the only fund-
raiser.

Awards will be presented for the
fastest female, fastest male, and first,
second, and third-place finisher in each
10K age division (in ten-year incre-
ments). There will also be random draw-
ings for prizes donated by supporting
merchants in Anacortes. J

Island Legal Cases
Moving Along

By Nick Allison
Several Guemes-related criminal
and civil matters are working their ways

through the Skagit County legal system.

Guilty plea in car theft

Charles Dillon Whitney, 18, one
of two men charged in the theft of two
vehicles on Guemes last November 12,
pled guilty on April 16 in Skagit Coun-
ty Superior Court. He was sentenced
to 20 days’ jail time, $800 in fees and
fines, and restitution to the victims. A
hearing to determine the amount of res-
titution was scheduled for June 4.

The other man charged in the case,
Bryan Yates, 19, has not yet been tried.
His next court appearance is scheduled
for June 4.

Assault defendant a no-
show

Anthony D. “Tony” Fisher, 56,
charged with vehicular assault for a
car-bike collision on the island last

September 9, failed to appear in court
for a pretrial hearing in early May. A
bench warrant was issued, he was arrest-
ed the following week and then released
on bail, and he is now due to appear in
court on June 25.

In the crash on Guemes Island Road,
Zeedie Collins was knocked off her bike
and suffered serious but not life-threat-
ening injuries. She’s now back at work
and doing much better.

Dog breeder under scrutiny

On May 4, two Skagit County depu-
ties and a county animal-control offi-
cer (ACO) served search warrants on a
Yorkshire-terrier breeding operation in
the Holiday Hideaway area to investi-
gate a report of unfit living conditions
for the dogs. The ACO had been refused
entry on a previous visit.

No charges were filed, and the breed-
er has been given deadlines (30 days for
some regulations, 90 days for others) to
bring the operation into compliance. J

Welcome, Henry
Greenlaw

Henry Michael Greenlaw, born to
Megan and Michael Greenlaw on Feb-
ruary 21 in San Angelo, Texas, made his
first visit to the island on May 1 with
his mother to see grandparents Gail and
Bill Greenlaw and honorary grandmoth-
er Edith Walden.

Michael graduated in January with
honors from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base in San Anto-
nio, Texas, and is currently training as
an imagery analyst. The Greenlaws will
be stationed at Beale Air Force Base in
California starting in August. J

Birthdays

(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)

and Anniversaries

Madge Welch turned 88 on May 18.
(Sorry, we missed it last issue!).

Healy Christine Reinholt turns 10 on
June I.

Abby Layel turns 8 on June 4.

Bill Westenhaver turns 85 on June 6.

Rose Fraley turns 80 on June 8.

William Gillis Gleason turns || on
June 9.

Deanna Wagner turns 71 on June 1 1.

Sidney Grassi turns 6 on June 4.

Sam Stamper turns |3 on June 18.

Mirissa Bosch turns |7 on June 22.
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar, June 2010

When What Time Where Contact

June 1, Tuesday Brown Bag Book Club 1:30pm Snell Residence Marianne Kooiman 293-5815
After School Library Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Hall/Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper: Depression Era  6:00pm — 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784

June 2, Wednesday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting  11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

June 4, Friday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

June 5, Saturday Dog Island 10K Run/2K Walk  10:45am Park Carol Pellett 293-8128
Library open 2:00pm — 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 6, Sunday

Meditation

Sunday church service

8:30am — 10:30am
9:30am

Island Sangha Zendo
Church

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor

Fiber Arts 9:30am — Ipm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090
June 7, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Library Book Club 8:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
June 8, Tuesday After School Library Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Hall/Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper: Topic TBD 6:00pm — 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784
Fire Commissioner’s Meeting  7:30pm — 9:00pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995
June 9, Wednesday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting  11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708
June 10, Thursday Men’s Book Club 7:00pm — 9:00pm Library George Meekins 840-9391
June |1, Friday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
June 12, Saturday Produce Exchange 8:30am Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm — 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
June 13, Sunday Art & Spirituality Class 8:00am Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

Meditation 8:30am — 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
June 14, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Library Board Meeting 7:30pm Hall Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Guemes Isl. Historical Society 7:30pm Church Win Anderson 293-4539
June 15, Tuesday After School Library Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Hall/Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper: Culture of 6:00pm — 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784
Kenya
June 16, Wednesday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men’s Breakfast 8:00am Church Jeff Gent 293-6346
Cemetery Meeting 9:00am Anderson’s Store Robert Easton 299-0570
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting  11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

(continued on page 8)
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar, June 2010

When What Time Where Contact

June 16, Wednesday Family Park Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588

(continued) Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-4995

June 17, Thursday GICCA Meeting & Dinner Eat: 6:15pm/Mtg: 7pm Hall Harry Finks 588-9192
Kids play time/reading 6:30 - 8:30pm Library

June 18, Friday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

June 19, Saturday GIPOA Board Meeting 9:30am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128
Guemes Island Garden Tour 10:00am — 4:00pm Starts at Hall Becky Stinson 770-6037
GIPOA Guemes Guide Alive  2:00 — 4:00pm Hall Howard Pellett 293-8128
Library open 2:00pm — 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
GIPOA Annual Meeting 4:00 — 6:00pm Hall Howard Pellett 293-8128
Live Music: Ali Marcus 5:30 - 8:30pm Anderson’s Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

June 20, Sunday Art & Spirituality Class 8:00am Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

Father’s Day

Meditation

Sunday church service

8:30am — 10:30 am
9:30am

Island Sangha Zendo
Church

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor

Fiber Arts 9:30am — Ipm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090
June 21, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
First Day of Summer Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
June 22, Tuesday Soup Supper: Darrel Berg 6:00pm — 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784
June 23, Wednesday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting  11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708
June 25, Friday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
June 26, Saturday Produce Exchange 8:30am Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm —4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
June 27, Sunday Art & Spirituality Class 8:00am Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

Meditation 8:30am — 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum, Interim Pastor
June 28, Monday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
June 29, Tuesday Soup Supper: WWII Holland ~ 6:00pm — 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784
June 30, Wednesday Strength Building Group 7:30am — 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting  1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 4:00pm — 6:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm — 8:00pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

ONGOING

* Through June:Terminal building construction and 6th Street improvements
* Through the summer: Showing of Cathy Schoenberg’s prints and paintings in Anderson’s Gallery Loft

COMING UP NEXT MONTH
July 3 - Margaret Read MacDonald tells stories for children of all ages at Anderson’s Store - 2:00 pm

Chamber Music Concert at the Hall - 7:00 pm. Contact Jacquie Prescott 588-8206 for more details.

July 4 - 4th of July Parade on Guemes Island Road at North Beach - 10:00 am
4th of July Hot Dog Sale at the Park & Pavilion - Noon

Compiled by Sophie Dobra

To add your event to the calendar, contact Sophie at 588-9090 or sdobra@cablerocket.com (by the 15th of the month).



Where Do You Want To Live?

High nt High Bank Waterfront Idyllic Views Southwest Views
#56050 $768,000 #73849 $450,000 #21867 $140,000 #23234 $799,000
Well maintained, 3BR/2.25BA 5 acres, 335’ of waterfront with  Westerly views of the Guemes  Low-bank waterfront home w/2
high bank waterfront home views of islands, Padilla Bay Channel & San Juan Islands ~ BD/1.5 BA, 1760 sf. Tidelands
with views of Mt Baker. and Mt Baker. Well and power on this two acre lot. and sandy beach are included.

4083 Forest Lane

This exceptional, pristine 5.55 acre
property offers 273 SF of no bank
waterfront w/spectacular views of
Mt. Baker, the islands & Padilla Bay.
This ultimate retreat features a
{ beautifully designed 4767 SF, 5 bed &
3.5 bath home plus a guest apt above
an additional 2 car garage. This home ot
has quality throughout. The great room Home with Acreage
has a large stone fireplace, vaulted #1405 $450,000
ceilings & skylights. Kitchen has maple 1.76 acres, 1848 SF. 4

cabinets, stainless appliances, island bedroom 1.75 bath. main level
w/bar, pantry & hardwood floors. ) ’

Tidelands included.
#29032321 $2,695,000

living home Large shop and
beautiful gardens.

A st AR

Beautiful Large View Lot Stunning Channel Views Affordable Waterfront Living Guemes Channel Views
#23267 3260,000 #29162579 $298,500 #51489 $335,000 #29155257 $198,000
Views of Cypress Island & 1.18 acre property with beach ~ High bank waterfiont lot with ~ Park-like 1/2 acre w/ power,
Bellingham Channel from access across the road. Great  Guemes Channel views on .60 water & 3BR septic already at
this .41 acre lot. Beach Access.  location near store and ferry.  acres. Beach rights at 3 coves.  lot. Beach & moorage rights.
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Not-Just-Dog Island Pets

Getting Up Close and Personal With Yaks

Popeye strikes a pose with his mom, Rosie.

By Karen Everett

Even if you know what yaks look
like—big, lumbering, shaggy bovines
with dangerous-looking horns—baby
yaks are not what youd expect. They
run and play like puppies and have long
tails that they sometimes stick straight
up in the air.

Yaks, native to the moun-
tains of Central Asia, are a
surprising sight on Guemes.
In fact, islanders Herb and
Sally Smith surprised them-
selves when they first consid-
ered the animals. Sally grew
up in the venerable Peth fam-
ily of Skagit Valley beef farm-
ers; Herb is a Skagit native
as well. The couple contem-
plated what animals might be
good to breed—cows, buf-
falo, goats>—and, after some
research, the answer was,
“Why not yaks?”

They bought a bull and
three cows through a Liztle
Nickel want ad in Sequim in 2006.
With several additional purchases along
the way, and their 5 new baby yaks, the
couple now have a herd of 15.

The yaks somehow seem a natural
fit for the Smiths’ gorgeous, pastoral 30
acres at the end of Glencoe Lane. And
it’s clear these yakkers are in love with

their herd. “They are pets,” says Sally.
“They’re very smart—they retain every-
thing they learn. They make no noise,
except the occasional grunt. And they’re
very affectionate, really. Our bull, Gus,
who's almost four, well . . . I can scratch
him on his neck and he’ll lie down to
get the better scratch, like a dog.”

The yaks often walk up to peer into
the home’s large corner window, and
once even came into the house and wan-
dered around when the door was open.

“You can gather their shedded fiber
[hair] and spin and weave it,” adds Sally.
“And their meat is delicious, even bet-
ter than buffalo”—though the Smiths
can't bring themselves to butcher their
own herd and buy yak meat from other
sources.

The names the Smiths gave their five
babies, born in April and May, reveal
their affection. There’s Lexie (the only
heifer calf), and “our little boys are Wil-
lis, Popeye, Diesel, and Tuxedo—Tux-
edo because he’s all black and was born
the day of our daughter’s wedding.” J

May GICCA Meeting Features Packed Agenda

By Thea LaCross

May’s Guemes Island Community
Center Association (GICCA) dinner
and meeting filled the Hall with island-
ers and the allotted time with agenda
items. The meeting, intended to be
the last before a summer hiatus, was so
packed with business that the board de-
cided to hold a June meeting.

Bob Easton reported that he had
completed the bylaws-mandated ac-
counting review of GICCA’s financial
records for 2009 and had found every-
thing in good order.

Leslie Tysseling reported on the
board’s meeting with mediator Roger
Ridgeway to explore whether a facilita-
tor could help board members improve
their communication and decision-mak-
ing. Ridgeway’s proposal for follow-up
services was read, and a discussion of
the costs and benefits of going ahead
was begun, but was continued to next
month’s meeting because of the press of

other business.

Members of the Park stage/band-
stand committee described the progress
of design and engineering data-gather-
ing. Island architect Tom Lindsey has
volunteered to provide preliminary ar-
chitectural drawings. A site-preparation
work party will be planned soon. When
this initial project-scoping phase is com-
pleted, its findings will be discussed at a
general meeting.

As agreed earlier this year, President
Harry Finks requested that the board
consider whether to continue to fund
the pre-meeting dinners, prepared for
the past four months by community
volunteers. This precipitated a num-
ber of comments from the board and
attendees. Sandy Warmouth said that
some of the cooks had discussed hold-
ing a special fundraising raffle, and a
number of people mentioned that they
would like to donate at each dinner.

(In fact, a full-looking donation basket

in the foyer indicated that many people
were already making donations.) Due to
time constraints, further discussion was
postponed until next month’s meeting,.

Suggestions, comments, and dona-
tions can now be placed in a locked
Suggestion Box, located in the Hall
foyer, and are encouraged!

In other business:

*The board voted, after an advisory
vote from attendees, to proceed with
installation of the wainscoting already
purchased and prepped last year.

*The trustees reported on a lengthy
list of projects that have been completed
and scheduled.

* Joe Hyland announced that the
Washington State Fish and Wildlife
Department will conduct a fawn count
on the island next month, relative to
the issuance of additional deer tags. He
requested that people who regularly
have deer on their property call him at

293-2212. J



Beachcombing

with Win Anderson

The westerly windstorm Monday,
May 3, was one of those rare, unfore-
seen, and mostly unwelcome reminders
that we live on an island. This was in-
deed a perfect storm, shutting down the
ferry from morning ’til night—nearly
12 hours.

The Store did a booming business,
with unhappy stranded commuters
commiserating with each other as they
watched the storm whipping the Chan-
nel into a maelstrom of whitecaps.

Guemes kids got a “wind break”
day off. Unlike snow days, it does not
have to be made up. Is that because the
district is confident that Guemes kids
spend the entire day studying at home?
Uh-huh.

Retired school-bus driver Barbara
McGuinness told me such wind breaks
occur about once a year. She’s our best
source, having driven the route four
times a day for 18 years—about a quar-
ter of a million miles on Guemes, she
figures.

Rob Schroder’s recent visit to his
105-year old aunt Dorothy for a game
of chess brings to mind one of our own
island centenarians.

Adele “Dottie” Graham died just
four years ago, her life having spanned
the 19th to the 21st centuries. Many
stories have been told of this valued is-
land leader defined by her generosity,
unpretentiousness, and sense of humor.

One favorite story involved her no-
table fondness for farmers. Her daugh-
ter Doris “Doe” Burn told of driving
mom through the country when Dottie
urgently ordered, “Pull over, pull over!”
There was nothing to see but a lone
rancher working in a pasture.

But Doe complied and Dottie, cast-
ing an admiring gaze at the man in the
field, wondered aloud, “Do you think
he’s married?” She was 105 years old
and I guess everything was working.

The research library for the Guemes
Island Historical Society finally has
a home, thanks to the Community

Church. The Church has rearranged a

storage room and generously loaned the
society a mini-office that will be dedi-
cated to the storage of books, clippings,
letters, oral histories, and other docu-
ments collected by the society and pre-
viously held in private homes. There is
also desk space for a computer, printer,
and other equipment.

This comes at a propitious time as
the society and 7he Guemes Tide have
merged under the society’s nonprofit
corporate umbrella.

Tide staffers will now have a place to
work with access to historical records,
including a complete set of 15 years
of The Evening Star and 80 copies of
Charley Gant’s newspapers of the early
1900s. (All have undergone detailed in-
dexing by Nanette Cardon.)

L]

Correction: In the May issue, the
Tide erroneously credited Bill Everett
with accompanying Mike Gwost on the
Seattle trip to pick up Bubble’s native
canoe. It was actually Doug Jones who
made that excursion. Everett provided
valuable assistance to Gwost in negotia-
tions with the Center for Wooden Boats
for the vessel’s return.

Gwost, gazing in admiration at the
canoe with all its patches, modifications,
weathering, and bruises, commented,
“It’s far more entertaining in this con-
dition than if it were perfect. It’s like a
story stick.”

The canoe was carved to 1572 feet
long (16’ 8” with the added figurehead),
just under 30 inches at maximum beam
and 14 inches in depth. Alice Cahail
wrote in Stories of Gallant Pioneers that
such a canoe, the smallest working
model, was considered a “trolling or
run-about canoe used for everyday con-
venience for errands near home and was
big enough for one or two people.” 2

FREE
CONSULTATION

Expert Garden Service

25 years experience, Local references.
Planting, pruning, maintenance.
For fast, efficient, reliable service

call (360) 293-3834
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sEmergency power specialists
«Pumps and wells.

«Three generations

« /5 years combined experience

serving Guemes Island
Since 1990

(Area code 360) Lecal: 333-2853
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Q" Whether you live here or you’re in from out of
) town, there’s nothing quite like spending the day
" on Guemes Island.
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. meal with us
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~ And don’t
forget to browse
our assortment
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Guemes since 1998

Design Right
Plumbing

Water Treatment
Cor?lmer.cial N =
Residential

Service

Repair

Serving contrac-
tors & homeowners on Guemes
Island and Anacortes. 33 Years ex-
perience

Call Bart at 293-0521

or 770-6900.
Lic #DESIGR1083C5
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FANTON CONSTRUCTION
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CUSTOM HOMES

T'iM FANTON LIC, TFANTOCCR441P
5383 W SHORE RD 360.293.19358 HOME
GUEMES ISLAND 360.941.7559 CELL

Window & Gutter Cleaning

sSolariums, Skylights & Screens
sNew Construction
sMoss Control & Removal
www.kleanwindows.com
Free Estimates

Major Ferry Shutdown Delayed to Spring or Later
Two-Week Haulout Now Set for October

By Win Anderson

The “Big Shutdown” of drive-on
Guemes Island ferry service has been
tentatively delayed until the spring of
2011, and perhaps longer, says Interim
Manager Rachel Beck. “That date is
subject to change and we will do our
best to provide as much notice as we
possibly can,” she added.

The installation of new reinforced-
concrete bridge girders on both sides
of Guemes Channel was originally set
to take place this fall. But the schedule
was revised when it was determined that
the shutdown would take longer than
planned, extending it into the more se-
vere weather late in the year. In April,
outgoing ferry manager Ron Panzero
told islanders that a spring 2011 date
was more likely.

However, even that time frame is in
doubt, as another permitting challenge
involving new environmental regula-
tions for piling installation have put
any in-water work on hold. Since the
temporary dock needed to service the
Guemes side will require pilings, the
timing is still up in the air, according to
Beck. “It is just too early to speculate

how this will all play out,” she said.
Meanwhile, islanders should plan
for a regular two-week haulout some-
time between October 4 and 29. Beck
says the boat will get a new engine and a
Coast Guard inspection at that time.
In other ferry news:

*Beck told the 7ide that 6th Street
would open to traffic prior to Memorial
Day, although construction there will
continue.

*'The property survey of the so-called
“railroad” parking lot commissioned by
Skagit County is complete. It shows that
the lot does infringe on property owned
by Anchor Cove Marina. Beck said the
matter was being studied by county at-
torneys. “We hope to retain as many
parking places as possible,” she added.

* Progress on the new terminal build-
ing is on schedule. The $750,000 build-
ing should open in September. More
than 100 people have been working on
the structure, funded by the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

* Summer surcharge fares went into
effect May 20. The unchanged price of
frequent-user passes makes them a bet-
ter bargain. J

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Anacortes/Skagit 360-540-4333

Helpful Facts for Island Residents: Did You Know ...

.. . that many emergency responders are trained to look for “ICE” on your
cell phone? It stands for “In Case of Emergency.” In your phone’s contact list,
put the phone number of the person(s) who should be contacted during an
emergency under “ICE.” For more information, check the Guemes Fire De-
partment website (Www.guemesfire.org).

. . . that since The Guemes Tide pays “periodical” postage rates, it will be for-
warded with your other mail when you notify the post office of an address
change?

. . . that wasps like to make their nests in mailboxes? A lot of mailboxes on
Guemes are affected this year. Look before you stick your hand in! J

AC Eqp
BUEMES PET CARE \g?, X ,‘)&

Caring for your pets while [ :
you're away. | R
Guemes References '
Dale and Elena Creager
299.9147

Daleelena@aol.com
206-427-0384 (cell)

% yikdng Moviny Sorvices, e

;u Agent for

I”
Stevens Van Lines

A e, gl DOT#72029
' Lo

‘ﬁ\) Local Moving - Interisland - Interstate - Storage

=

- 9889 Padilla Heights Rd. #3 - Anacortes WA 98221

¥  360-588-1378

» www.vikingmovingservice.com

Biological Fertilizers
Richard Houghton

7538 Guemes Island Rd.
Anacortes, WA 98221

360.202.0200
richardhoughton@earthlink.net
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Meet Your Ferry Crew

By Barbee Cromack
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Clint Lucci

Clint Lucci is a man on the go—by foot, bicycle, motorcycle, and now ferry.
He says the Guemes ferry, where he has been an on-call deckhand since July
2009, is his first experience on the water. However, his love of the outdoors and his
enthusiasm for his bicycle and motorcycle have taken him on tours through most of

the Western states on dry land.

Clint’s favorite bicycling adventures so far include the Iron Horse Trail—a
110-mile trail from Ellensburg to Snoqualmie Pass—and the Trail of the Coeur
d’Alenes, where he rode nearly 80 miles across the Idaho panhandle.

Clint’s parents moved from California to Vancouver, B.C. when he was a child.
They obtained permanent resident status and became what is known in Canada as
“landed immigrants.” Clint has lived in Anacortes with his wife, Laura, since 1993.

Donnie Kelly

Donnie Kelly, a part-time purser deckhand, has a list of favorite things: Ashley,
his wife of two months; Anacortes, where he was born in Island Hospital; working
out at the gym every day; watching movies; and his church, which he says is central
to his life.

Donnie graduated from Anacortes High School in 2000 and then spent nine
years in various endeavors, including two years at Skagit Valley College; a four-
year stint in the Marine Corps, including service in Iraq and Afghanistan; and six
months in Bolivia and Mexico as a missionary. He went to work for Skagit County
in 2007 and spent nine months on the ferry crew before moving to Chicago, where
he met Ashley. He got his old ferry job back again in April 2009 and now enjoys
time with his wife, his parents, two brothers and a sister, and five nephews and
nieces all under the age of four! J

Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarships Awarded

By Thea LaCross

Betty Crookes, co-founder of the
scholarship that bears her name, once
advised its winners, “At this point in
your lives . . . you deserve help. But
don’t forget to say thank you!”

This year—the 19th for the Guemes
Gold awards—scholarship recipients
have more people to thank. Officially
sponsored by the Guemes Island Prop-
erty Owners Association, the awards are
supported by the Guemes Island Com-
munity Center Association, the Guemes
Island Library, the Guemes Island His-
torical Society, the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church, the Women’s Fellow-
ship, and Guemes Connects.

Choosing among a record number of
intelligent, involved, creative applicants
was a tough job for the awards com-
mittee, as Janice Veal emphasized in her
opening remarks. Each had to answer
questions about academic achievements,

community involvement, ac-
tivities, and future plans.

Gold Awards ($1,000) were
given to Ivy Gwost and Adair
“Addie” Cardon. A Bronze
Award ($400) went to Malia
Prescott. Certificates of Merit
went to Mirissa Bosch, Lori
Stamper, and Ara Verbano.

Ivy is a senior at Anacortes
High School (AHS) and is in
the Running Start program at
Skagit Valley Community Col- it L a
lege. She is on the Honor Roll, Addie, Lori, Malia, and lvy enjoy their accolades.
plays soccer, recently returned
from a study trip to Spain, and has been
accepted at Washington State Univer-
sity. She wants to study athletic training
and education. Ivy is the daughter of
Mike and Susan Gwost.

Addie is a senior at AHS and is on
the Honor Roll. She has a red belt in tae
kwon do and instructs young students.

She’s a teaching assistant in French,
knits infant hats for Skagit Valley Hos-
pital, and transcribes oral histories for
the Guemes Island Historical Society.
She spent time in Kenya working at a
children’s home and has been accep-
ted at four universities. Addie is the

(continued on page 16)
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Home Water-Treatment Basics: Water Softeners, Part 3

By Mark Spahr

In the April and May installments
in this series, you learned what consti-
tutes water hardness/softness and the
pros and cons of the most common type
of water softener, which uses a sodium-
chloride brine ion-exchange medium.
Since a growing number of people are
concerned about the adverse effects of
excess sodium on their health and about
the negative impact of both extra so-
dium and chloride in our water supply,
there is a growing market for “salt-free”
water softeners.

Where there’s a growing market for
a product, entrepreneurs rush to fill the
void. Unfortunately, this has resulted in
misleading advertising, uninformed sales
representatives, and products that are
not adequately tested. However, it has
also led to some very reputable products
that do an excellent job.

When shopping for this type of
product, don't be in a hurry. The best
approach is an open mind balanced
with a healthy dose of skepticism. Gath-
er information, check reputable con-
sumer-product rating magazines, and
do some research on impartial websites
(see list of resources at the end of this
article). If a product claims to solve a//
water quality issues with 70 negative ef-
fects, be extra-skeptical!

Doing the homework

There are a variety of “saltless water
softeners,” so it’s very important to do
your homework and understand the
chemistry and physics of how the unit
works. This includes the product’s po-
tential impacts on your health and on
the health of your island’s water supply.
If a sales representative won't take time
to explain how the product works on
this level or doesn’t know, you probably
shouldn’t buy from that person.

For instance, some “saltless” water
softeners use potassium chloride instead
of sodium chloride for the ion exchange
that softens the water. Potassium is a
nutrient associated with good nerve and
blood-vessel health, with a recommend-
ed daily intake of one to six grams; so
healthwise it is much better than

sodium. As with many nutrients, exces-
sive intake can have serious negative
results. So it’s important to know how
much potassium you will receive in each
glass/gallon of water. Your doctor or nu-
tritionist can help you determine a safe
level of potassium for your household
(for instance, infants, teens, and adults
may have varying limits).
Unfortunately, while the potassium
part of the brine mix has no particular
environmental effects, the chloride part
acts the same as in the sodium chloride
mix. It can lead to clogged leach fields
and damaged vegetation and can create
conditions inviting saltwater intrusion.
Some companies market devices that
use electronic or magnetic fields to alter
the calcium ions in the water to reduce
scale formation on sinks and bath-
tubs. They may be mislabeled as “water
softeners,” but they do not remove the
minerals that create hard water. Some of
these are fairly effective in reducing the
amount of scale, but don’t expect them
to change the “feel” of the water or to
reduce the amount of soap needed to

get a good lather.

Purity through osmosis

Among the technologies currently
on the market, the approach that seems
to me the surest and best-grounded in
science is reverse osmosis (RO). RO units
subject the water to progressively finer
filters before passing it through a spe-
cial membrane that allows only water
molecules to pass through. An RO unit
produces water that is virtually pure
(even the “good” minerals are removed).
These units produce varying quantities
of water, ranging from an under-the-
sink model producing 25 to 50 gallons
per day (plenty for cooking and drink-
ing) to whole-house units that produce
up to 300 gallons per day (if you want
to bathe and launder in pure water).

These devices also have their pros
and cons. On the plus side, you are
drinking pure water without additional
sodium or anything else. And the min-
erals that are removed could be disposed
to the soil or your septic system without
adverse effects. You would just be giving

back to the earth the minerals that were
in your water in the first place.

Negative factors are more compli-
cated. For one thing, RO units tend to
be expensive, and with a whole-house
unit you must use special, nonmetallic
plumbing because the pure water would
be extremely corrosive to regular plumb-
ing and to the heating elements in your
hot-water tank.

Also, for an RO system to work well,
you need relatively high water pressure,
since the unit reduces your pressure by
about 30 percent. So if you are begin-
ning with only 30 to 50 psi pressure,
you may have to add a pumping system.

Perhaps most troublesome in terms
of Guemes is that RO uses a lot of wa-
ter. While a traditional filter must be
periodically flushed or replaced as it be-
comes clogged or depleted, the special
membrane of the “molecular filter” is
very expensive to replace. So these de-
vices are kept clean by continually flow-
ing water past the membrane. Especially
if you live near the perimeter of the is-
land, using a RO unit could increase the
risks of seawater intrusion into your—
or your neighbor’s—well.

The efficiency of an RO unit is a
measure of the ratio of water passing
through the unit to the amount of treat-
ed water produced. For example, a de-
vice with 70 percent efficiency produces
7 gallons of treated water for every 10
gallons of water used. If you consider an
RO unit, you obviously want one with
the highest efficiency rating. It is also
important to determine if the untreated
water must be “wasted” or if it can be
used for other purposes in the home.

For more information

The U.S. EPA website (www.epa.
gov) recommends that prospective buy-
ers of home water-treatment devices
review the results of tests conducted by
independent testing agencies such as
Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Na-
tional Sanitation Foundation (NSF),
or a trade organization called the Water
Quality Association. These organiza-
tions have websites that can provide you
with factual information. J
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* IN MEMORIAM °
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Captain Al Bacetich

Captain Albert “Al” Anthony Bace-
tich, 27-year veteran of the Guemes
Island ferry system, died suddenly May
10 at the age of 82. Al’s tenure as deck-
hand and master/manager spanned the
transition from the M/V Almar to the

M/V Guemes 1.

Al was born in Anacortes to Kuz-
ma and Frana Bacetich on October 29,
1927. He graduated from Anacortes
High School in 1947 and married Nor-
ma Jean Wudtke in 1951.

Following several years fishing in
Alaska (and even driving trucks on
Guemes, putting in roads in Holiday
Hideaway), Al signed on as the fourth
crew member on the Almarin 1961.
Three years later he was promoted to
master, with additional responsibilities
as on-site manager, positions he held
until his retirement in 1988. (An exten-
sive interview with Al was carried in the
March 2006 Evening Star.)

Besides Norma, his wife of 59 years,
survivors include sons Anthony, Don-
ald, and Dominic, five grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren.

A memorial gathering will be held at
a later date. —WA. 2

Donald Groves

Donald Carlyle Groves, 83, formerly

of Guemes Island, died April 14.

He was born March 16, 1927, in
Sumas, Washington, the son of Charles
and Maude (Pyvis) Groves.

Don was a U.S. Navy veteran and
1950 graduate of the University of
Washington in chemical engineering.
He was employed in the pulp mill in-
dustry for 35 years before moving to
Anacortes, Guemes, and La Conner in

Windermere

WRE/Anacortes Propertie
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Margi Houghton
(360) 202-004 |

MargiHoughton.com
margi@windermere.com

retirement. His interests included boat-
ing, reading, gardening, and fishing.

Besides his wife, Barbara, of La Con-
ner, survivors include daughters Teresa
(Robert) Leighton, Jeri (Mason) Groves
Hodgkinson, and Catherine (Albert)
Groves-Kuhnle.

Donald was buried in Edens Cem-
etery. A celebration of his life will be
announced at a later date. Arrangements
were by Evans Funeral Chapel. J
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Dog Island Diary

Obsidian Shines with Scroton History

PHOTO SUPPLIED BY JAMES MCKEEHAN
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Norman and Marion dine al fresco.
By Omi Cummings

Editors note: From time to time the
Tide will include anecdotes and accounts
about the history of Guemes under the
title "Dog Island Diary.” Bob Anderson
brought this account ro the Tide.

In front of the Church, north of the
readerboard, sits a small slab of obsidian
with the names of Norman and Marion
Scruton engraved on a plaque. While
serving as a memorial, it is also a piece
of history that links Guemes to Ana-
cortes, and to many other places stretch-
ing from coast to coast.

The Scrutons served as pastors of
the Anacortes Pilgrim Church and the
Guemes Community Church back in
the 1970s, after already having served at

R

16 churches across rural
America from Maine to
Washington. They shared
in the joys and sorrows
of many folks during
their more than 40 years
of ministry, and many of
the people whose lives
they touched lived right
here on Guemes. The
Scrutons were loved by
many and lived life to the
fullest.

Every summer they spent a month
somewhere in exploration of the natu-
ral world around them, canoeing rivers
in the far north, visiting deserts, and
exploring mountain peaks and deep
canyons. Their spirits thrived on the
wonders of our natural world, and their
ashes are scattered across the country in
some of the places that were most spe-
cial to them.

One of these areas is in Oregon
on the edge of the high desert, where
a jumble of lava beds contain jagged
domes of obsidian rocks. These glass
mountains glow in a full moon and
were sacred to Native Americans—and
to the Scrutons. In their memory, their
family placed a chunk of obsidian from
this place on another of their favorite

spots, Guemes Island.

When you pass their memorial, I
think Norman and Marion would in-
vite you to reflect on the beauty of our
world and what your own unique im-
print upon it will be.

Note: Naomi Cummings, the Scru-
tons’ daughter, wrote this article while on
an extended American adventure with her
husband, Bob. The epitaph on the memo-
rial is one any of us would be proud to
have: “They were good folks.”

—Bob Anderson I

GUEMES GOLD AWARDS
(continued from page 13)

daughter of Nanette Cardon.

Malia, a junior at AHS, is on the
Honor Roll and in Running Start. An
accomplished musician, she plays with
the Skagit Symphony and the Fidalgo
Youth Symphony and is involved in
community service concerts with those
groups. She is preparing for a two-
week service trip to China. Malia is the
daughter of Jon and Sandra Prescott.

Mirissa, Lori, and Ara are high-
achieving juniors at AHS. Marissa is
the daughter of Jeff and Sherri Bosch;
Lori is the daughter of Mike and Kim
Stamper; and Ara is the son of Larry
Verbano and Chris Damarjian. J

Looking Back

(From the files of the Guemes Island Historical Society)

Five Years Ago

The ferry outdrive problems result-
ing in two breakdowns in two months
are reviewed in “Beachcombing.”

The Art in the Parks county proj-
ect features handmade benches by Russ
Moline at Young’s Park and School-
house Park.

Sharon Dillon’s bronze Sun Signs
sculpture reviewed by Betty Crookes.

(The Evening Star, May/June 2005)

Ten Years Ago

A $1,000 reward is offered for infor-
mation leading to the conviction of the
person responsible for injuries to Noel

Miller’s horse Scotty.

Update presented for David Hart-
ford’s life project: the construction of a
traditional 50-foot schooner.

The off-islander responsible for
string of burglaries on island sentenced
to 25%2 months in prison.

(7he Evening Star, May/June 2000)

Ninety Years Ago

A packed ferry brought friends from
Anacortes to celebrate the dedication of
the new church on Guemes. “The new
edifice is built near the Community hall
on land donated by John ‘Jack’ Kidd. It
is all finished up nicely: it is spick and

span and as trim and neat a little church
as can be found in the state.”

(The Anacortes American, April 22,
1920) 2

: e
An unknown artist’s sketch of the Church,
from the cover of the 1981 phone book.




