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Array of Hope

Islanders Create Region’s Largest Home Solar Installation

Deb and Dave stand proudly before their |198-panel array.

By Nick Allison

It seemed like a simple enough idea:
install some renewable-energy gear and
reduce dependence on electricity from
the grid. A windmill, maybe, or some
solar panels. How hard could that be?

Three years later—after a false start
or two, tons of research, six months of
full-time sweat equity, and lots of help
from friends—islanders Deb Bear and
Dave Wolf fired up the largest residen-
tial solar array in Puget Sound Energy’s
entire service area. At some 34 kilowatts,
it’s the third-largest solar installation of
any sort in PSE’s grid, surpassed only
by the 9,000-acre Wild Horse Wind
and Solar Facility near Ellensburg and a
commercial array in Olympia.

The road to solar
A long and winding road brought
these two to Guemes and to this project.

Dave, originally
from St. Louis,
and Deb, from
Santa Barbara,

had each carved
out successful ca-
reers in the Seattle
area as high-tech
project managers.
Somewhat ruefully,
they admit to hav-
ing met in 2003
through an Inter-
net dating service,
though they quick-
ly discovered mul-
tiple acquaintances
in common. In
August 2004, they
moved to a scenic, wooded parcel on the
northwest side of Guemes Mountain.

They are a striking couple—both
tall, self-assured, and articulate, and
both radiating a sort of good-natured
intensity. They're also diehard do-it-
yourselfers, the kind of folks who de-
sign and remodel their home on the fly,
making a plan as they go. (No, it’s not
quite done.)

When they first got seriously inter-
ested in generating solar power, a solu-
tion seemed obvious. Their property had
come with a huge, not-quite-completed
horse arena. Why not mount solar pan-
els on the roof?

In August 2009, they had a struc-
tural engineer take a look. No go: the
building wasn’t strong enough.

But as graduates of a forest-steward-
ship course, they knew that the scruffy
wooded hill behind the arena wasn’t a

healthy forest. So they decided to re-

place it with a forest of solar panels.

A project grows (and grows)
Finding a good deal on Sharp 170-
watt panels, they ordered 198 of them,
planning to install 11 racks of 18 panels
each. That meant figuring out a way to
mount them at just the right angle, in
such a way that theyd stay put on a hill-
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side, come rain, wind, or flood.

The solution: custom aluminum
racks, each screwed onto a “tripod” of
three concrete footings anchored into
bedrock. It was a tall order.

First came clearing the land. Even
after salvaging all the millable wood and
firewood, that operation produced a
debris pile that took four days to burn.
Next was surveying to find true south,
the most efficient direction for solar
panels to face.

Then came the hardest part: creating
and anchoring 33 foundation piers. It
involved digging down to bedrock, drill-
ing 18-inch-deep holes (using a rock
drill they bought on eBay), and cement-
ing a rebar shaft into each hole. Once all
33 of those were in place, they attached
a handmade rebar-and-wire “cage” to
each and then poured concrete over it
into a tubular cardboard form. The
(continued on page 2)
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team went through an astounding 350
80-pound bags of cement, completing
three piers a day.

Next was assembling the frames,
which were custom-fabricated in Blaine;
digging trenches and running colossal
amounts of conduit and about a mile of
wiring; upgrading the electrical meters;
attaching the solar panels to the racks;
and installing an inverter beneath each
rack to turn the DC current into AC.

Though many people helped with
the project, Deb and Dave made special
mention of Tom Fouts—Deb’s brother-
in-law, who was a key contributor and
inspiration on the project—and their
friend Jim Menne, a retired electrician.

Fitting into the grid

Finally, after six months of full-time
labor by a crew of friends that at times
swelled to six, the system went live on
May 18. Like all solar arrays, its output

to make a foundation hole.

varies with the weather—bright sun-
shine is better than clouds, of course,
but the panels are also more efficient the
cooler they are. So far, Deb and Dave’s
array has on average put out consider-
ably more electricity than they use: they
are net power producers, feeding extra
electricity to their neighbors via PSE’s
grid. This is known as “net metering,” in
which a special meter measures power
flowing in and out. Currently, solar-ar-
ray owners don’t get paid by the util-

ity for the power they send to the grid.

However, in any net-positive year (a year

Larry Pyke (right) and Deb attach a panel.

when they generated more than they
used), their electrical bill for the year
goes to zero. In addition, federal incen-
tives help offset equipment costs, and a
state incentive pays by the kilowatt-hour
for total solar power produced (not just
what’s sent to the grid).

According to Jake Wade, Puget
Sound Energy’s net-metering program
manager, residential solar is small in
the context of PSE’s 1 million electrical
customers, but is growing fast. “From
2000 to 2007, residential solar grew to
90 customers,” he told the 7ide. “It took
7 years to get those 90 customers. Since
the beginning of 2007 to date, another
469 customers have added solar arrays.”
That’s still a tiny fraction—but it’s mov-
ing in the right direction.

For those interested in learning more
about solar power, Wade recommends
the websites for PSE (www.pse.com)
and the nonprofit Solar Washington
(www.solarwashington.org).

Counting the cost

Deb and Dave both say the project
was worth the trouble. For one thing,
they expect the financial investment to
be recouped in 12 to 13 years (though
that assumes their labor was worth
nothing). But the glow of pride as they
recount their adventure, and as they
show off their work, is palpable.

Did they really have any idea what
they were getting into when they first
started? “Well,” says Deb with a wry
smile, “it’s not like we were blind about
it, but . . . we certainly did not lay the
whole thing out.”
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Bob Easton, Founding Tide
Staffer, Moves On

We 7ide volunteers would like to ex-
press our gratitude to a special contribu-
tor to the paper. Our founding business
manager, Bob Easton, has moved off-
island, passing his responsibilities on to
Juby Fouts.

It’s hard to imagine having gotten
the paper started without his enthusi-
asm, expertise, and good humor. We'll
miss him, and we wish him the best in
his new home.

LLIHDLVYIA AVAITOH

Bob passes
the torch, then
takes the cake.
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Fire Department Gets New Water Tanker

By Karen Everett

The Guemes Island Fire Depart-
ment (GIFD) welcomes another new
rig: a water tanker, which arrived in
late June from Southlake, Texas. The
20006 Freightliner (Class M2) sports a
4,000-gallon stainless-steel water tank
and an automatic transmission—and
has only 2,500 miles on it. GIFD paid
$69,500. The fire department’s Tom
Fouts flew out on a Thursday, gave it
a once-over on Friday morning, and
determined it was mechanically okay.
Fouts headed back to Washington State
on Friday afternoon with the truck.
GIFD’s Gerry Francis flew down to Salt
Lake City to meet Tom, and they long-
hauled it together back here.

A funny thing happened on the way
back home: Tom was staying in Flag-
staff, Arizona, where a wildfire had just
ignited, and Tom offered “our” truck to
help out. Turns out they had plenty of
water, but had it been a pumper truck,
the fire department would have had a
new volunteer in Flagstaff ! J
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note: there was
some confu-
sion amongst
our readership
regarding last
month’s article
on “Guemes
Heroes” and
who has served
longest for the
Guemes Island
Fire Depart-
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Tom Fouts (left) and Jim Dugan with the new rig

ment. The longest-serving current mem-
ber is Bob White, who started in 1989.
The longest-serving retired members are
Al Bush, Dave Rogers, Arnie Veal, and
David McKibben, all with 25 years. Al,

Dave, and Arn served their time all with
the GIFD, while David served time
with the North Bend Fire Department
before coming to GIFD. J

Fisher Trial Rescheduled to August

The trial for Anthony “Tony” Fisher is set for August 2, after Fisher failed to
appear for a pre-trial hearing in May. Fisher is charged with vehicular assault
in a car-bike collision on Guemes Island Road that seriously injured Zeedie

Collins last September.

Feld Found Competent to Stand Trial

At an arraignment hearing on June
10, Judge Michael E. Rickert signed an
order finding Charles Feld competent
to stand trial, following a mental evalu-
ation at Western State Hospital. The
court then entered not guilty pleas on
his behalf for all six charges against him:
attempted first-degree murder, first-de-
gree arson, three counts of first-degree
assault with a firearm, and unlawful pos-
session of a firearm. The charges stem

For Quality TV Reception and high
speed intemnet at a
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Friendly, competent
technicians providing
excellent service.
Toll free

866.794.4283

from an incident on Guemes April 2-3.
Feld had refused to appear at his
first two scheduled arraignments. At
this third one, he shouted at the judge,
“Your laws do not apply to me. As an
ambassador for the God of Justice, I
warn you that your deaths have been
appointed.” Feld continued to yell and
was removed from the courtroom.
When he was brought back in, 15
minutes later, he continued to loudly
predict the deaths of the judge and of
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prosecuting attorney Richard Weyrich,
as Judge Rickert shouted the order of
competency into the record. Trial was
set for August 2.

In separate Superior Court docu-
ments, Marvin and Alice Shoultz filed a
civil complaint to eject daughter Phyliss
Feld and husband Charles Feld from the
Shoultzs property on Edens Road where
the Felds have been residing. The Felds
claim title to the 19.5-acre property
through adverse possession. J
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Fall Festival Is Coming!

The annual Fall Festival will be held
on Saturday, September 4, at the Com-
munity Center, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This is a project of the Guemes Island
Community Church Women’s Fellow-
ship, with proceeds going to the Betty
Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship
Fund. Vendor tables are available for
$25—jewelry, note cards, soaps, and
various handcrafts have been offered in
past years. To reserve a space, contact
Peggy Pair at 293-5022 or Terre Scap-
pini at 293-0271.

July 4th Schedule

Don’t forget the traditional 4th of
July parade, beginning at 10:00 a.m.
on North Beach. To accommodate
those who wish to attend or participate,
Church will begin at 8:30 that day.

If you want to march in the parade,
it forms at the intersection of Guemes

Island Road and West Shore Road.

Betty Crookes T-shirts

Available

Liz and Dan Crookes, Betty’s granddaugh-
ter and son, model the new shirts.

T-shirts to raise money for the Betty
Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship
Fund will be on sale at the July 4th pic-
nic and at Anderson’s Store. The shirts,
designed by Justin James, sport a chest-
nut-backed chickadee (Betty’s favor-
ite bird) in memory of the tattoo Betty
received for her 89th birthday. Proceeds
fund awards given each year to high-
achieving Guemes students.

Another Sunny, Successful Dog Island Run

This year’s 10K Dog Island Run, a
Guemes Island tradition, drew nearly
200 walkers and runners, including one
gentleman from London who was in

the area visiting friends. The winners of
the men’s and women’s divisions were,
respectively, Justin Dempsey-Chiam,
with a time of 37:01, and Adrienne
Nova, with a course-record-setting time
of 40:19. Bright weather, willing vol-
unteers, and generous sponsors made
the 13th annual Dog Island Run a great
success.

Tim Wittman, who works to make
the run happen each year, refuses to take
all the credit. He points out, “Joseph
Miller photographs our event, devel-
ops the registration brochure, and posts
our information on LineTime. Other
unsung heroes are Jan Ebersole, who
creates each year’s custom T-shirt, and
Carol Pellett, who does a lot of work be-
hind the scenes.” Many others volunteer
their time to set out water tables, put
up portable restrooms, sell T-shirts, and
much more.

pdate x

Soup Supper Schedule

Soup Suppers will continue at the
Church through the summer. Supper is
at 6:00 p.m. each Tuesday, and the pro-
gram starts at 7:00.

July 6: Visit with Mike and Anne
Jackets before they move to Anacortes at
a salad bar potluck.

July 13: Two of Kit Harma’s Peace
Corps buddies from two years of service
in India will be visiting Guemes. These
two spent considerable time in Vietnam,
and will reflect on that experience from
the perspective of four decades and our
current involvement in Afghanistan.

July 20: Win Anderson speaks on
early commercial activity on Guemes.

July 27: Bob Anderson will lead a
“tour” of five outstanding Mexican mu-
seums to view pre-Hispanic tribal art
from 3000 BC to 1519 AD.

August 3: Members of our Guemes
drama group will do a Reader’s Theater
presentation of George Bernard Shaw’s
Pygmalion, acts 111 and IV.

August 10: Juby and Tom Fouts con-
tinue the tale of their South American
adventure.

August 17: Ron Knowles will treat us
to a humorous evening featuring famous
standup comics of the ’50s and ’60s.

The programs for August 24 and 31
have yet to be arranged.

Spiritual Practices Classes

Guemes Island Community Church
is offering a class this summer on spiri-
tual practices from world faith tradi-
tions. According to interim minister
Joan Henjum, “The intention is to come
together in heart-opening, mind-ex-
panding ways.” Classes are held at the
Community Center, from 5:00 to 6:30
p.m. Everyone is welcome; please RSVP
to Joan, at joanhenjum@yahoo.com or
(206) 766-0097.

The next two classes are:

July 7: Sufi meditation and practices,
led by Anne Casperson.

July 21: Chanting, meditation, and a
talk on awakening from the “small self,”

led by David Slabaugh.



Islander’s Quilts
Help Kids

Guemes has a legacy from Charles
Schulzs “Peanuts” comic strip: Project
Linus, whose mission is “to provide love,
a sense of security, warmth and comfort
to children who are seriously ill, trau-
matized, or otherwise in need, through
the gifts of new handmade blankets and

afghans, lovingly created by volunteer
‘blanketeers™ (www.projectlinus.org).

Islander Hilma Henry is one of
thousands participating in 367 chap-
ters across the country who have given
3,314,881 blankets to children since the
project began in 1995.

Hilma has been making Linus quilts
for several years with the Women’s Fel-
lowship quilting group that meets on
Wednesdays at the Church. She has also
donated quilts to the Salvation Army,
the Anacortes Senior Center, and vari-
ous women’s shelters.

“Making quilts is just plain fun!”
says Hilma. Another benefit is that one
of her great-granddaughters is learning
to sew and embroider at her side. Hilma
adds that you are encouraged to donate
any quilting fabric or scraps you find
when visiting garage sales or discover
hidden in a closet. Just mark a bag with
her name or with “Quilting Group” and
put it under the bench in the foyer of
the Church.

Guemes Connects Honors
Departing Members

Leta, Peggy, and Anne enjoy farewell lunch.

On Thursday, May 27, the Guemes
Connects board gave a farewell lun-
cheon at Flounder Bay Restaurant in
Anacortes to departing board members
Leta Hayden, Peggy Starr, and Anne
Jackets, who are moving off the island.
They were awarded Honorary Life
Memberships in Guemes Connects for
all their devotion and hard work over
the years and presented with a framed
photograph of Guemes Island signed
by all those present. Said fellow board
member Susan Rombeek, “Although we
will miss these three wonderful women
dearly, the luncheon was quite a suc-
cess—about 30 members of Guemes
Connects attended, and it concluded
with a farewell song.”

Bike-Repair Stand Donated

In June, a bike-repair stand was in-
stalled at Anderson’s Store, on the side
of the feed cabin. The stand was do-
nated by Nick Stowe, owner of Bikespot
in Anacortes, and modified by Win An-
derson and Andy Gladish. Stowe hopes
that the stand will be accompanied in
the future by a modest toolbox so that
bikers can make their own repairs.
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GIVE Is There to Help

GIVE, the Guemes Island Volunteer
Exchange, offers a hand to islanders in
emergency situations, such as illness, ac-
cident, or house fire. Although money is
never given directly, rent, electric bills,
food vouchers, gas cards, ferry passes, or
other necessary living expenses can be
paid. Those who receive help are never
expected to reimburse the fund.

While the GIVE fund operates un-
der the Guemes Island Community
Church’s nonprofit 501(c)(3) status, the
Church does not control or influence
GIVE disbursements, even though a
number of Church members are on the
GIVE board. All members of the board
are pledged to confidentiality. To seek
GIVE assistance, any islander may con-
tact one of the GIVE board members—
Guemes Community Church: Bob
Prescott, 588-82006; Fire Department:
Larry Pyke, 293-6817; Community
Center Association: Sandy Warmouth,
293-3718; Women’s Fellowship: Hilma
Henry, 293-8685; Member at Large:
Penny Hewitt, 770-2931; Member at
Large: Agnes Ashback, 293-6979; or
Guemes Island Property Owners Asso-
ciation, Roz Glasser, 293-0373.

The Guemes Guide
Comes Alive

The Guemes Island Property Owners
Association (GIPOA) hosted a special
event called “Guemes Guide Comes
Alive” on Saturday, June 19, from 2:00
to 4:00 p.m. at the Community Cen-
ter. Each island organization listed in
the Guemes Guide was invited to send
a representative to meet community
members and share information about
their group. Many participated, in-
cluding GIPOA, which puts out the
Guemes Guide.

Other groups included the Guemes
Island Community Church, 7he Guemes
Tide, the Guemes Fire Department, the
Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholar-
ship Fund, the South Shore Road Advi-
sory Committee, CERT, Guemes Con-
nects, and Solar Energy International.

Several off-island groups were also
present, including Island Hospital’s
Health Resource Center and Washing-
ton State University Extension Service.
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* More Community Update x  Anotner Wittman song

Gains Notice

- i i Island songwriter Tim Wittman
LongStreet Smith weddlng has had another song published on the
Beau Lodge’s 3 Jv wwes Richard Longstreet—own-  Pacific Northwest Folklore Society’s
beautiful 70-acre fa- & W~ crs of the Deception Café website. Tim says the song, “Sweet
cility in Bow will be and Grill—and brother of =~ Wawona,” is an ode to the Wawona,
the location for the Sarah. He was raised on “the last of the merchant vessels pow-
wedding of Jennifer Guemes. ered by sail. Sadly the boat, a national
Smith and Beck Long- The couple will reside relic, was destroyed by wood rot.” The
street on July 30. The in Seattle, where the groom  song can be accessed at pnwfolklore.org/
bride is the daugh- is a second-year medical SweetWawona.html.
ter of Theresa Smith student at the University of Tim will be performing at the Seattle

of Anacortes and
Tim Smith of Forest

Washington. The bride, a Wooden Boat Festival on the 4th of
graduate of Western Wash-  July. On July 30, at 7:00 p.m., he’ll per-
Grove, Oregon. Beck ington University, is pursu-  form “Sweet Wawona” at the Anacortes
is the son of longtime ing a career as an elemen- History Museum, as part of a special ex-
islanders Kathy and tary school teacher. hibit for which the song was written.

Men’s Breakfast
Due to the recent retirement of Mike Jackets and Fred Wintermantel, longtime
breakfast cooks, the future of the monthly Men’s Breakfast was in doubt. The group | The 2010 Guemes phone books, put out
was founded around 1981 by Gene Ashback, late husband of Agnes. Now, thanks [t:>y”the hC ommunlt')l' tfl: hut;c?hW%r:en;
to Justin James and Bob Cromack, it will continue. as doxi lgéoarree :;adl ZneJ:Iy 4;] W“LII r;;e
The next get-together is scheduled for July 21, when Gary Curtis will speak available at they Park—still only $5.
about building his steel sailboat. It’s at 8:00 a.m. at the Church—and still only $1!

Phone Books Available
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Lovely Guemes Island - Design Right Birthdays

\" Whether you live here or you’re in from out of

(Recognition for those |8 and under
., town, there’s nothing quite like spending the day

* on Guemes Island. 7 Plumbing and the chronologically gifted)

b g ; W | Water Treatment and Anniversaries
delicious

B | SR ¥ |Commercial Ao Elijah Lux turns 9 on July 1.

i l::::tsm,s Residential Hubert Adams turns 85 on July 3.
¥ General ) 3 i Sam Clarke turns 13 on July 4.
\ i‘::’jm,c _ Semf:e Blake McCracken turns 9 on July 12.
) f::S::::r:m? i Repalr Emma Moline turns |1 on July 14.
) of local foods — e Serving contrac- Demi Davelaar turns |1 on July 15.
y and productal — s tors & homeowners on Guemes Bailey Reyburn turns 12 on July 17.
* opn days . (= 3 Island and Anacortes. 33 Years ex- Cordelia Whitman turns 5 on July 21.

o penence Brittany Reed turns 17, Finn O
e Coowd Call Bart at 293-0521 rrany Reec s 4 T e
worwGuemes j:\ turns 4, and Bob and Boots Anderson
IslandStore.com I or ?70“6900- o o
o ET:::Z; :?::“1599% 01‘% Lic #DESIGR1083C5 celebrate their 25th anniversary on
= ———— July 28.
Bob Anderson turns 75 on July 29.
GUEMES ISLAND RESORT Blaine LaCross turns 16 on August |.
Beachfront Rental Accommodations Don Strom turns 81 on August 7.
Kustic to ( _-(;;;fc.‘n.;rfo.’:'r.f_‘f,.' - (Cabins, [Houses & Yurts Matilda Whitman turns 2 on August 9.

(_‘_‘_!]-{ft :-_:J}_'OP [1__0Cﬁil\r_j--n1;3(‘[t: Items} Lori Stamper turns .|7, Aiden Varsi turns
Beer & Wine : I, and Mallory Kilbreath turns 10 on
- August 5.

Nota Tsitsiragos turns 13 on August 7.
Ethan Kilbreath turns 8 on August 20.
Alex Bosch turns |13 on August 21.
Keenan Hein turns |5 and Marvin

www.guemesislandresort.com \_ Shoultz turns 84 on August 25. )
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By Win Anderson

After the story on Bubbles canoe ap-
peared in the May issue of the Tide, I was
amazed at how many islanders expressed
bewilderment as to who she was. That’s
when I realized that a whole new genera-
tion has come of age—or moved here—
since the legendary monarch of Liten
Lodge died 15 years ago. Here are some
highlights from her remarkable, rambunc-
tious life that will provide the basics for
those who never knew her and should
create angst or nostalgia for those who
did. —W.A.

She was born Henrietta Hill Crosby
Blaisdell to Edward and Paula Blaisdell
on May 25, 1903. (Or possibly 1902.
One story contends she was born on the
immigrant ship from Europe and her
date of birth was “delayed” to make her
an instant citizen.)

Her early years were spent in Min-
nesota and North Dakota. She moved
to Anacortes with grandmother Henri-
etta Blaisdell Bird in about 1907, and
they began camping out on West Beach.
Around 1919 her grandmother bought
Bubble some property there, and the
youngster built her first structure, a log
cabin, by hand and self-taught. Thus by
age 16, “Henri” had established the ad-
venturous pattern she would embroider
for the rest of her life.

In the mid “Roaring Twenties,” she
transformed into an exotic entertain-
er. She was dazzling in her self-created
costume as Ming Toy, Oriental dancer
and assistant to LaVerne the Magician
(Lawrence Kronquist). “They were good
enough to go on the road and not get
pelted with vegetables,” remembered
Anacortes friend Bill Lowman in 1979.

Contrary to what some believe, the
nickname Bubble did not originate in
those years. It was bestowed on her at
about age eight based on her person-
ality, she said. And about that name,
Bubble/Bubbles: In the phone book she
was Bubble, for a time she adopted the
plural, but she also used One Bubble—
even Hank. And among close friends
she was Henri.

After her show business career, she

Living Out Loud

directed her talents to artistically orna-
menting her home on Lervick Avenue.
She was a talented, if untrained, artist/
cartoonist; self-taught carpenter and
freeform stonemason; a hunter, angler,
boat handler, beachcomber, clam digger,
bird and dog lover, explorer, treasure
hunter, and quilter.

She claimed to have built five cabins
on Guemes, the most enduring being
her round stone-and-concrete house fur-
nished with built-in couch and desk of
the same native material.

Bubble enjoyed company but made
sure certain rules were inviolable by
posting signs everywhere. There was
never a doubt as to where the flatware
went or where to find dishes or condi-
ments. Anacortes mural artist and close
friend Bill Mitchell recalled in 1995,
“The sign I remember best was out at
her saltwater pool with big black crabs
and octopus painted on the bottom.

It read, ‘I don’t swim in your toilet, so
please don’t pee in my pool.”

Friends also remember that she was a
devoted hypochondriac, living in fear of
germs and regularly predicting her de-
mise. But she feared little in the natural
world, following the ways of the natives
by setting out in her canoe for camping/
hunting trips all around the San Juans

and in Alaska (although not, as

Version)

Bubble strikes a gag pose on her beloved West Beach.
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far as I can tell, paddling from one to
the other).

Her rebellious, independent, and ar-
tistic personality attracted young people
right to the end of her life. She loved a
party and admirers continue to this day
to honor her memory with dances. Old-
timer Jane Read recalls her handiwork
decorating “a classic,” the Lights On
Party celebrating the coming of electric-
ity to Guemes in 1949. This was an im-
provement for which she had vigorously
campaigned. (She was co-owner of the
Guemes Island Utility Company with
second husband John Irvine and the
man who became her third husband,
Doc Finley).

She was as big-hearted and gener-
ous as anyone you'll meet, according to
longtime island friend Jackie Bohn, but
she wasn't shy about asking for help,
either. The first time I met her was in
1980 when she was between compan-
ions and said she needed chainsaw help
for a log on the beach. It turned out the
log was not quite on the beach—yet,
nor was it on her property. I believe the
statute of limitations has run out.

In one of her four incredible “scrap-
books” she admits to a bit of innocent
larceny. It was possibly in the 1920s that
a storm took out the grass around her
(continued on page 8)
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Story of Bubble

(continued from page 7)

cabin. Wrote Bubble: “I went up on
Lervick’s deserted farm and cut long
strips and replanted them on the sand.
Lervick himself turned up half hour lat-
er and was he mad—he raged and yelled
on his stolen grass. He offered me $10
reward if I could [find] the dirty so &
so’s who did it. As he walked the loose
strips [of grass] kept flipping up—I felt
sure he'd notice, but he was too mad—
gosh! I never dreamed anyone would
care. Miles of grass up there and never
used—my word.”

Bubble loved antlers. On a trip to
Alaska, Doc refused to let her take any
home. She was not to be denied:

“I go to work—in coach upper bunk
I set moose horns spread over six feet,
length in bed. Then smaller . . . ten sets.
Wrapped tops with cloths and goodies
& Doc never suspected. Also shells un-
der car seat smelled a bit & Doc won-
dered what?

“At St. Johns [he discovered them],
said OK if I'd rope them on—could
take home four sets. Soon had six pair
wired on. At customs checking horns re-
ally sweat, but said they OK.

“Why Doc hates horns: Once Doc
backed my coach into a set of horns on
shed and tore a hole in car. —He was so
mad he whirled the car around and ran
into a tree and broke a window.”

One story relates that during her
marriage to John Irvine, he put in for
a discharge from the Army in order to
care for his wife who was “rather ill.” It
might have worked had his superiors
not paid a visit to the “ailing woman”
unannounced. Reported Bubble: “Two
officers came and found me digging a
very deep toilet hole singing at the top
of my voice . . . great shovels of dirt and
rocks flying out. (End of sad story) No
discharge for John.”

Another indomitable island woman,
Betty Crookes, summed up Bubble’s
saga well in 1978: “Few Guemesites,

N

Bubble as Ming Toy

including Bubble herself, bother to sort
the rich mix of fact and fiction that have
made the feisty, charismatic woman a
legend in her own time.”

(The Evening Star, The Seattle
Times, and The Anacortes American
Fidalgo Magazine were referenced in pre-
paring this piece. The Anacortes Museum
has an extensive file on Bubble.) 3

Update on Richard
Houghton

By now many of you have heard of
islander Richard Houghton’s serious
collision that occurred on Friday, May
28. The Tide is happy to report that,
according to wife Margi, he is expected
to eventually make a full recovery, al-
though it will be a slow process.

Richard was heading north on Best
Road when a young man driving east
on Young Road at high speed failed
to heed the stop sign and broadsided
Richard’s vehicle. Luckily, Richard was
driving his heavy Magic Earth Land-
scaping truck and is in excellent physi-

cal condition or he probably would not
have survived. The other car was trav-
eling so fast that Richard’s truck was
pushed off the road and into the adja-
cent field.

Richard sustained major internal
injuries and was airlifted to Seattle’s
Harborview Medical Center. There he
underwent extensive surgery and for
a short time was kept in a medically-
induced coma. After being in Intensive
Care for about two weeks he progressed
enough to be moved to Acute Care.

No one who knows Richard will be
surprised to hear that he has endeared
himself to his nurses. According to
Margi, right from the beginning he has
greeted them with his winning smile
and maintained a cheerful attitude, even
when they know he is in pain. She adds,
“We have nothing but praise for this
outstanding facility and the quality of
care that Richard has received.”

Mother-in-law Marianne Kooiman

reports that Richard has received an
overwhelming number of cards wish-
ing him well—both from islanders
and from his many landscaping cli-
ents—which has meant a lot to him.

In response to questions concern-
ing the man who hit Richard, it is
Margi’s understanding that the Wash-
ington State Patrol is still investigat-
ing and that a hearing date will be set
soon. In terms of Richard’s business,
son Tim has stepped up and proceed-
ed with the major job already under-
way at Chandlers Square in Anacortes.

The family continues to stress the
positive: that Richard improves a bit
and gets a lictle stronger every day,
even though he still has a long way to
go. At press time, it is hoped that in
about two weeks he can be moved to
a skilled nursing facility in Anacortes.
Margi asks, “Please continue to keep
Richard in your heart and picture him
whole and full of energy.” J

A note from Richard
My family and | would like to thank the Guemes community for the incredible outpouring of
support and caring we have received since my accident. | know it has contributed immensely
to my recovery. We all feel fortunate to be part of such a wonderful, caring community.

—Richard Houghton

NOILD3TT10D TTaHDLIW 17119
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JULY

When What Time Where Contact

July 1, Thur. Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588

July 2, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

July 3, Sat. Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Park Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Storytelling w/Margaret Read MacDonald 2:00pm Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Chamber Music Concert 7pm Hall Jacquie Prescott 588-8206

July 4, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996

4th of July Sunday church service (earlier time) 8:30am - 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097
July 4th Parade 10am North Beach Mike Stamper 293-4995
July 4th Hot Dog Sale Noon Park Harry Finks 588-9192

July 5, Mon. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Library Book Club 8:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 6, Tues. Soup Supper: The Jackets 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784

July 7, Wed. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Spiritual Practices Class: Sufi Meditation ~ 5:00pm - 6:30pm Hall Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

July 8, Thurs.  Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Men’s Book Club 7:00pm - 9:00pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

July 9, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Live Music: Judd Wasserman Band 5:30pm Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

July 10, Sat. Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Park Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 11, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097

July 12, Mon.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

July 13, Tues.  Soup Supper: Vietnam Retrospective 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784
Fire Commissioner's Meeting 7:30pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995

July 14, Wed.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

July I5, Thurs. Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588

July 16, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Live Music: Winston/Taylor Duo 5:30pm Anderson's Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

July 17, Sat. Shipwreck Day (Anacortes) 8:00am Commercial Ave Chamber of Commerce
Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Park Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 18, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097
Fiber Arts 9:30am - Ipm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090

July 19, Mon.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

July 20, Tues.  Soup Supper: Win on Early Guemes 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784

Knitting Night

7:30pm

Pellett Residence

Carol Pellett 293-8128

All events listed are open to the public (some require pre-registration).
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July (cont'd)
When What Time Where Contact
July 21, Wed.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast 8:00am Church Jeff Gent 293-6346
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting I1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Spiritual Practices Class: Chanting 5:00pm - 6:30pm Hall Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

July 22, Thurs.  Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588

July 23, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-022|

July 24, Sat. FireWise Workshop/Pancake Breakfast ~ 8:00am Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995
Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 25, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097

July 26, Mon.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

July 27, Tues.  Soup Supper: Bob A. on Pre-Hispanic Art 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784

July 28, Wed.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-022|
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Meeting 9:00am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

July 29, Thurs.  Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
CERT Emergency Radio Test 7:00pm Gail Nicolls 293-9540

July 30, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-022|

July 31, Sat. Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

August

When What Time Where Contact

Aug |, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097
Fiber Arts 9:30am - Ipm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Aug 2, Mon. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Library Book Club 8:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug 3, Tues.  Soup Supper: Reader's Theater 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784

Aug 4, Wed.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting I1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

Aug 5, Thurs.  Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588

Aug 6, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-022|

Aug 7, Sat. Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug 8, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097

Aug 9, Mon. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

Aug 10, Tues. Soup Supper: Travels w/Tom & Juby 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784
Fire Commissioner's Meeting 7:30pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995
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August (cont'd)

When What Time Where Contact

Aug I'l, Wed. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

Aug 12, Thurs. Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Men’s Book Club 7:00pm - 9:00pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

Aug |3, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-022|

Aug 14, Sat. Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
GIPOA Meeting 9:30am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug |5, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097
Fiber Arts 9:30am - Ipm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Aug 16, Mon.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

Aug 17, Tues.  Soup Supper: History of Humor 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784
Knitting Night 7:30pm Pellett Residence Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug 18, Wed.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast 8:00am Church Jeff Gent 293-6346
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

Aug 19, Thurs. Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588

Aug 20, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Live Music: Big Fellas 5:30pm Anderson's Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

Aug 21, Sat. Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug 22, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097

Aug 23, Mon.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

Aug 24, Tues.  Soup Supper: TBA 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784

Aug 25, Wed.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Meeting 9:00am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Susie Gwost 293-5708

Aug 26, Thurs. Family Park Day 2:00pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588

Aug 27, Fri. Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Live Music: JP & the OK Rhythm Boys 5:30pm Anderson's Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

Aug 28, Sat. Produce Exchange/Farmer's Market 8:30am Pavilion Frea Woofenden 293-7448
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug 29, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am  Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Sunday church service 9:30am Church Joan Henjum (206) 766-0097

Aug 30, Mon.  Strength Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973

Aug 31, Tues. Soup Supper: TBA 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784

ONGOING  Terminal Building construction and path relocation
Showing of Cathy Schoenberg's prints and paintings in Anderson's Gallery Loft

COMING UP Sep 3rd - Ali Marcus plays live at Anderson's General Store, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Sep 4th - Fall Festival at the Community Hall from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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A Taste of Guemes
Joyce Baker

Joyce relaxes in her West Shore kitchen.

By Karen Everett

For those islanders who know Joyce
Baker, it’s hard to pick what to like best
about her: her huge heart, her gor-
geous brown eyes, her delicious food,
or her wry sense of humor. I met Joyce
soon after she moved here in 1989. Her
husband, Dix, a retired Seattle police
detective sergeant in the vice squad, had
become friends with my then-boyfriend
Billy Everett. Billy introduced Dix and
Joyce to Guemes Island, and the rest, as
they say, is history.

The Bakers moved here soon after
their first visit, buying a sweet cabin
perched on the bluff of West Beach with
a killer view of Bellingham Channel and
Cypress Island.

Joyce and Dix became quite the
island entertainers, famous for their
parties and happy hours. Joyce, also
known as “Mrs. BaGillaCuddy,” always
served up something yummy to the
guests basking on their deck—“whores

d’oeuvres” such as bacon
horseradish dip, panko
zucchini with hollanda-
ise, chicken with curry
dip, sesame chicken,
chili dip, or teriyaki
beef strips—while she
popped out smart-aleck
remarks left and right.
Raised a “poor coun-
try girl in Arkansas” on
country cooking like
“biscuits, gravy, and
fried chicken,” she was a
tomboy who learned to
drive a dump truck from
her dad. He also taught
her carpentry, and to
this day she loves “to
cut wood and measure
stuff.” Part Cherokee In-
dian, she jokingly refers
to herself as a “blanket
butt and wagon burner,”
in part a reference to the
not-so-funny taunts she
endured as a kid. After
touring the country
with her dad and his
various jobs, she graduated from high
school near Spokane. Joyce made a brief
stab at a first marriage, which produced

son Keith, who will soon be 50.

By 1962, the now-single mom was
working as a head “carhop” at Burger-
master in Seattle’s University Village. It’s
there that she first waited on and fell in
love with her current hubby, who she
still refers to as “Mr. Wonderful.” Mar-
ried in 1964, they will soon celebrate
their 46th year together.

Then there was a stint at the Corned
Beef Palace in the Seattle Center Food
Circus (yes, when the Bubbleator was
there). Joyce credits the Palace for cre-
ating her love of corned beef and roast
beef—and for teaching her how to cook
it right.

In ensuing years Joyce had a variety
of other jobs, besides helping to raise
Dix’s four daughters and one son.

After moving to Guemes, Joyce was
instrumental in the launch of the deli
at Anderson’s General Store in 1998,
where her classic potato salad became
a big hit with islanders. People were
always asking for the recipe, and she
still makes containers of it for those she
loves on the 4th of July.

Quite content as she approaches 70,
still blessed with her inimitable “blanket
butt” wit, Mrs. BaGillaCuddy has hit
the trifecta of Guemes Island life: mar-
ried to Mr. Wonderful, taking in sunsets
from her west-facing home, and feast-
ing like a queen on superior food of her
own devising. J

Chinese BBQ Pork

“Every time | bring BBQ pork to a party, people always want the recipe,”
says Joyce. ‘| figured once and for all I'd give the whole island the recipe

so they can stop asking.”

1 c. brown sugar
2 c. soy sauce
4 cloves garlic, chopped

1 oz. (a bottle) red food coloring
4 tablespoons plum sauce
3 pork loins

1. Mix first five ingredients together and pour over loins. Marinate for 8 to
10 hours or overnight, turning to make sure all ingredients soak meat.

2. In a 195-degree oven, bake loins for 60 to 80 minutes, or until tender.
Insert a toothpick into the meat; if it pierces meat easily, it is perfect.

Don’t overcook!

3. Slice pork thinly and serve with Chinese hot mustard and sesame seeds
for dipping—or with dipping sauces such as soy sauce, pickled ginger,
and wasabi. BBQ pork can be frozen and served later.
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GICCA Community Committees Need You!

GICCA is secking members for a
variety of committees. Participants will
explore options, problems, and potential
solutions in the areas of:

* Long-Range Planning
* Park/Pavilion Property (including
the stage)
* Election Process
*Beyond the Buildings and Property
* Hall Decor
Committees will meet during the

summer. Some, such as Long-Range
Planning and Beyond the Buildings and
Property, are involved with ongoing
matters, so volunteers for those com-
mittees can expect meetings to continue
after the summer.

The Hall Decor committee will meet
midsummer to address issues related to
the completion of Hall interior renova-
tions. Members will be asked to remain
on-call after the summer as work pro-

ceeds. The Park/Pavilion committee is
already meeting regularly to plan for the
Schoolhouse Stage. Timing is particu-
larly important for the summer meet-
ing of the Election Process committee,
which will present results at the Septem-
ber GICCA meeting. Yossarian Day is
chairing this important group.

Potential volunteers can contact
Harry Finks at (360) 588-9192 or
kfin@earthlink.net.

GICCA Looks at Park Stage, Keys, and More

Tom ButIer,Jamle Diamond, Robert Olson,Willie McWat-
ters, and Mike Gwost display a trim board for the Hall

planed from donated Douglas fir.
By Thea LaCross

Islanders gathered at the Hall on
June 17 for the last dinner and general
meeting of the Guemes Island Commu-
nity Center Association (GICCA) until
September. Most of the agenda had
been carried over from May.

Windermere

WRE/Anacortes Propertie

= R

Margi Houghton
(360) 202-004 |

MargiHoughton.com
margi@windermere.com

Mark Linnemann re-
ported that Tom Lind-
sey has volunteered to do
initial drawings for the
Schoolhouse Stage proj-
ect, and the committee
is preparing information
needed for an engineering
review. The board voted
to approve up to $2,500
for preliminary engineer-
ing costs. Draft plans and
cost estimates will be pre-
sented at a general meet-
ing this fall.

In another vote, the
board approved the installation of a new
key system for the Hall using coded
lockboxes, eliminating the need to man-
age numerous separate keys.

Board president Harry Finks report-
ed that the officers and trustees will find
a way to pay for the next community

Waterfront -

View ° Residential

dinner (before the September meet-

ing) through donations or fundraising.
At that meeting there will be a discus-
sion and decision about how the dinners
should be funded going forward.

Vice President Leslie Tysseling re-
ported on the board’s meeting with me-
diator Roger Ridgway; see Harry Finks’s
letter on page 10.

In other business:

* Carl Cady announced his resigna-
tion as leader of the Hall trim project,
citing communication difficulties with
the board.

*Several community and board mem-
bers brought up concerns about repairs
or other work taking place under the
Hall without engineering approval; Har-
ry Finks said no digging would occur
without appropriate consultations.

The next general meeting will be at
7:00 p.m. Thursday, September 16, with
dinner at 6:15. J

Investment * Land

guemesisland.com
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Guemes Celebrates

Our Mountain
By Katie Allison

On Saturday, June 26, Guemes resi-
dents and friends gathered at the Com-
munity Center to celebrate the success
of the Save Guemes Mountain Cam-
paign. The Mountain is now officially
preserved through a partnership of the
Skagit Land Trust (SLT), which owns
the land, and the San Juan Preservation
Trust (SJPT), which holds a permanent

conservation easement.

_ \\\ 2 Guemes llountain

* | CONSERVATION AREA

Joost and Marlanne pose with fellow
stewards Ed and Carolyn Gastellum.

Representatives of the two organiza-
tions included Molly Doran, executive
director of SL'T, and Tim Seifert, execu-
tive director of SJPT. Michael Kirshen-
baum, director of stewardship for SLT,
explained the importance of planning
and fundraising for ongoing stewardship
of a property after its acquisition. On-
going monitoring of the mountain to
maintain its ecological integrity and to
support restoration of native habitat will
be supported almost entirely by volun-
teers. To this end, longtime Guemians
Joost Businger and Marianne Kooiman
and Anacortes residents Ed and Caro-
lyn Gastellum were named the official
volunteer stewards and also honored for
their generous contributions of time and
money to this community effort.

Future plans include the develop-
ment of a safe, permanent trail. Starting
at a small gravel parking area off South
Shore Road, the mile-long pedestrian-
only trail will be designed to maximize
safety and access to viewpoints while
minimizing hikers’ impact on wildlife
and the fragile mountaintop environ-
ment. This will be a major project of
the Washington Trails Association and
is slated to begin in September. A notice
will be sent out giving islanders the op-
portunity to become involved. J

Our Not-So-Secret Beaches

Many islanders have asked us about the June |8 Skagit Valley Herald article
called “The Secret Is Out,” reporting that Guemes had been named one
of the top ten “secret” beaches in the U.S. It referred to a piece posted on
www.aol.com, where writer Jordan Simon listed Guemes alongside para-
dises in places like Hawaii and Florida.

However, savvy locals noted a few anomalies: the AOL article called
Guemes a “sliver of sand” and said it took two ferries to reach (a correc-
tion was later posted). Tide staffers were unable to get in touch with Simon
to ask how Guemes had come to be so honored (?)—though we did learn
that the Herald article was the last piece filed by writer Marta Murvosh
before she left the paper! (Foul play is not suspected.) If any islanders have
information about Simon, please contact us at editorial@guemestide.org.

On a related note, City Dog magazine recently listed Guemes among the
West’s “Top 10 Bow-wow Worthy Beaches” (see www.citydogmagazine.
com/html/toptenbeaches.html).

Enough publicity, already! —The Editors

Letters
CERT needs ham operators, leaders

Dear friends and neighbors,

An important component of Guemes CERT, our Community Emergency Re-
sponse team, is the emergency communications network that will go into action
when island phone service is lost. The CERT communications team consists of
volunteer ham and FRS (Family Radio Service) radio operators. The team needs
more ham operators, particularly in the island’s northwest and northeast areas.

Another component of CERT is made up of neighborhood leaders and alter-
nates who check on residences in their neighborhoods when CERT is activated.
Every residence on the island has a neighborhood leader, but there are nine neigh-
borhoods that have no alternate to help the leader or to take over if the leader
is unable to respond to an emergency. To find the name of your neighborhood
leader and to see if your neighborhood needs an alternate, check the CERT folders
posted on the bulletin boards in the Community Hall and Library. To volunteer,
please call me at 293-9540.

—Gail Nicolls, Guemes CERT coordinator

Interested in island communication?

To the Guemes community,

Last month the GICCA board met with Roger Ridgway, a professional media-
tor who promotes collaborative, convivial relationships. He offered two propos-
als. One was working strictly with the board, but at the June meeting, most board
members said that for the most part they worked together positively.

Ridgway’s other proposal was that a group of interested islanders, representing
a wide variety of viewpoints, experiences, attitudes, and relationships, meet with
him. The GICCA board has struggled with divisions in the community through
the years, and the current board aims to find ways to include community mem-
bers who have historically not been part of GICCA activities. If there is enough
interest from enough of our island’s varied folks to work together in a process of
mediation, the council welcomes the opportunity to join this important work.

This topic will be on the GICCA September meeting agenda. Please let us
know your thoughts: talk to your board members, or drop a note with your ideas
in the suggestion box in the Hall.

—Harry Finks
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Road-Construction Projects Loom

By Edith Walden

Islanders can expect a number of
road-construction projects this sum-
mer and fall on Edens and South Shore
roads.

Bids were opened on June 28 for the
Edens Road Project, which will raise the
roadbed 18 inches at its lowest point to
prevent flooding. Project manager Mike
Farthing expects construction to begin
in mid-August and last no more than 30
working days. He anticipates minimal
road closures, with one lane kept open
most of the time, and aspires to keep
traffic running smoothly with as lictle
impact as possible.

Two-Way Traffic Proposed
for South Shore Road
The Skagit County Public Works

Department has released a plan to

return South Shore Road to two-way
traffic, narrowed to one lane at several
spots. The proposal delineates six places
where there is less than 12 feet from
the south bank to the edge of the south
lane. Trafhic will be restricted at these
spots to one-lane travel, with eastbound
traffic yielding to westbound. The plan
includes numerous new road signs, in-
cluding a stop sign at the S curve.

The South Shore Road Advisory
Committee met June 16 and unani-
mously approved the plan with the fol-
lowing recommendations:

* Mark the dangerous spots of the
road edge with reflective striping and
post warning signs for pedestrians and
cyclists.

* Add 25-m.p.h. speed limit signs at
the beginning of the road near the ferry
dock and at the S curve.

Historic Icebox Surfaces

By Win Anderson

A large five-door ice-
box believed to be the
island’s oldest commer-
cial appliance has been
donated to the Guemes
Island Historical Society.
The piece is a gift of the
late Harry and Louise
(Merchant) Fisher fam-
ily through son Dan.

Family members
have a unique interest in
Guemes history, tracing
their lineage to the is-
land’s first white settlers,
the James Matthews
family, circa 1866.

The plain, heav-
ily built contrivance is
believed to date to the
second decade of the 20th century, pos-
sibly as early as 1917, when Harry Lat-
imer advertised selling ice cream in his
Guemes Island Shipyard-era store.

It is unknown when the icebox was
decommissioned and came into the pos-
session of the Merchant family from
“the store at the Landing,” but it was
certainly no later than 1949, when

Dan Fisher looks over the icebox that had been used for
storage on family property for decades. Dan saved the unit
from destruction when an outbuilding was cleared out.

electricity lit up the island.

Besides ice cream, the doors on the
box advertise “Hot Dogs on Ice, Cold
Drinks, Picnic Lunch, Cigars, Tobacco,
Candies.” For the time being, the box
can be seen in the log cabin at Ander-
son’s Store. It is one of several artifacts
for which the Historical Society is plan-
ning to find a permanent home. J
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* Use sturdier or more permanent bol-
lards (the orange posts) to delineate lane
closures and use striping on the pave-
ment.

The public comment period closed
at the end of June. The plan must be ap-
proved by the county engineer and the
Board of Commissioners. Maps of the
proposal appear on LineTime (www.
linetime.org).

Other projects slated for South
Shore Road include regrading a portion
of the road near the S curve so that sur-
face water drains to the north; replac-
ing the culvert under South Beach Lane
with a drain to channel runoff to the
north drainage ditch; installing 150 feet
of asphalt berm along the southern edge
of the road; and repairing a concrete
culvert. This work is expected to begin
by August. 9

Becky's
House, Garden, & Pet Watch

Worry Not. I'll watch ‘em, feed ‘em, walk ‘em, water
‘em, eradicate your slugs, and dead-head your annuals
while you are away, even for a day. References.
Becky Stinson 770-6037  riverheart@earthlink.net
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Guest Room

On Guemes lIsland

French doors open to beautiful
pond landscape and bay.

Enjoy solitude and abundant bird life.
6132 South Shore Road
Anacortes, WA 98221
(360) 293-0373 seahaven@clearwire.net

FREE
CONSULTATION

Expert Garden Service
25 years experience, Local references.
Planting, pruning, maintenance.

For fast, efficient, reliable service
call (360) 293-3834
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Beachcombing

with Win Anderson

I've heard it’s a common occur-
rence on the state ferries and occasion-
ally we have to “educate” newcomers on
Guemes. But I zever thought I would
see what I witnessed on Memorial Day.

I was tipped off when I spotted
Drew Norton and Mike Grennell in the
store parking lot, watching the 10:45
ferry line creep toward the boat, a sight
they found wildly amusing. They said
they had just witnessed a car jump the
line at South Shore Drive, another sneak
in from the parking lot, and three more
bypass the entire column, which extend-
ed past the Church, to encroach into
the line at the dock. Now, that seemed
a little far-fetched, and both these guys
have been known to stretch the truth
like cheap suspenders.

Just at that moment, another guy,
apparently fearing he might not make
the run, evacuated his place in line and
bounded to the landing, where three
drivers denied entry but the fourth let

Clyde Davis brandishes a clamp.

the scofflaw violate the Guemes culture
of respectful, patient, and fair behavior.

Please excuse my double exclamation
marks, but six outlaw cars make up 27
percent of a boatload!! As Jimmy John-
son concluded in a recent cartoon, “The
veneer of civilization is very thin.”

Another common misstep for new-
comers is to pass another car en route
to the ferry. As Kit Marcinko explains:
All cars on the way to the landing are
effectively in line. It is the sign of a real,
uh, jerk, to break into that line. And Kit
has a good story, best told by him, that
proves that drivers of luxury cars can be
real, uh, jerks too.

I relaunched my wooden rowboat
last month. It waited patiently for 15
years for a new plank and makeover,
which I was able to get to thanks to
daughter Charlotte retiring me from
the store. A few friends were there to
witness the saltwater christening of Isak
(named for my father). Joseph Miller
put some pictures on LineTime. What
the pictures fail to record is the awkward
moment when my maritime LeMans-
style, splash-and-leap launch abruptly
ended with the vessel coming hard upon
a devilishly concealed rock just offshore.

No damage, except for my self-
esteem. And the wildlife of Guemes
Channel are safe—no oil spill.

Another wooden rowboat will soon
be splashed off Guemes’s south shore.
Clyde Davis’s 15-footer is looking beau-
tiful. For the installation of the inwale,
Clyde managed to shatter the traditional
carpenter’s lament that “you never have
enough clamps” (see photo). J

Tide Benefits from

Summer Intern’s Help
This issue of the Tide was cre-
ated with the help of summer
intern Katie Allison, an English
and editing student at Western
Washington University. Her in-
valuable help included interview-
ing, writing, editing, photography,
and general tasks. We all ap-
preciated her abundant energy,
good will, and sharp wit.

Katie multitasks during a layout session.

NO.LYOH H.llanr

FANTON CONSTRUCTION

T FANTON LIC, TEFANTOCC2441P
5383 W SHORE RD 360.293.1938 HOME
GUEMES ISLAND 360.941.7559 CELL

Austin’s Inc.

Window & Gutter Cleaning

sSolariums, Skylights & Screens
sNew Construction
sMoss Control & Removal
www.kleanwindows.com
Free Estimates

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Anacortes/Skagit 360-540-4333

% yntang Bloving Servicss, Inc.

Agent for
Stevens Van Lines
DOT# 72029

HG#61459

Local Moving - Interisland - Interstate - Storage

‘“‘m, 9889 Padilla Heights Rd. #3 - Anacortes WA 98221

¥  360-588-1378

www.vikingmovingservice.com

BUEMIES PET CARE

Caring for your pets while
you’'re away.
Guemes References
Dale and Elena Creager
299.9147

Daleelena@aol.com
206-427.0384 (cell)
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Islanders Offer Seasonal Tips for Growing Vegetables on Guemes

By Dyvon Havens

It's now July. You've already harvest-
ed your asparagus, your peas are start-
ing to come on strong, and your green
beans—well, if the voles or slugs have
left you a few starts, you'll begin pack-
ing them in next month. Some of us are
breathing a sigh of relief as the planting
season is ending. Others, however, are
looking forward to more dirty knees as
we start planting our veggies for fall and
winter harvest.

In early July you can plant kohlrabi,
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, and Swiss
chard for fall harvest. Chard will survive
a mild winter for spring harvest. You
can pick Brussels sprouts from Novem-
ber to March.

Any time in July you can plant kale,
collard, and spinach. Spinach will sur-
vive a mild winter for spring harvest.
Kale and collard can be harvested all
winter.

In July or August you can plant let-

tuce, cilantro, and radish for fall harvest.
“Winter Density” is a hardy lettuce vari-
ety that will survive a mild winter.

Gardening Tips from Fellow
Guemians

We asked a few islanders who love
the sport of veggie gardening to share
some of their favorite tips on the sub-
ject. Here are a few of their offerings:

Jodi Meekins uses straw bales for
planting her tomatoes. She makes a hole
in the bale about the diameter of a one-
gallon pot and as deep as possible and
plants the tomato in the bottom of the
hole. She strips the lower leaves from
the plant, fills the hole with soil, and
adds water. The advantages, Jodi says,
are that “the bales remain consistently
moist, the roots stay cool, it doesn’t take
space in our raised beds, and the decom-
posing bales are filled with earthworms.”

Kick Weigel prefers bush beans to

pole beans, because bush types produce

Gazing at Gorgeous Gardens

About 190 participants enjoyed
lovely weather for the 2010 Guemes
Island Garden Tour on June 19. Seven
highly-varied gardens were featured
on the tour, including both orna-
mental and edible plantings. The tour
raised $1,665 for the Guemes Moun-
tain Stewardship Fund.

Photographers, clockwise from
top: Nancy Fox, Holiday Matchett,
Nick Allison.

Susan Ferrel’s vegetable garden off Chest-

nut Lane is part of an effort to create a com-
munity-supported staple-foods farm serving

Guemes and Fidalgo islands.

Top: Duanne and Dave Rogers’s gar-

dens include these spectacular peonies.

Bottom: Gardener extraordinaire Joan
Petrick (right) discusses her garden
with longtime islander Jane Read.

more beans. His favorite variety is “Blue
Lake,” which produces beans that are
“the right size, shape, and color for can-
ning.”

Peggy Starr has a foolproof method
for making pole-bean teepees. Rather
than using twine, she uses rubber strips
cut from an old inner tube to fasten
the poles together. Peggy cuts a 1" strip
across the tube to create a big “rubber
band” and wraps it around the top of
three or four poles. This allows adjust-
ments to get the poles in straight while
keeping them firmly together. At the
end of the season, she leaves the rubber
bands on and folds up the pole teepee
for tidy winter storage.

Bob Anderson suggests placing
stones as mulch around peppers, which
holds the sun’s warmth longer and
transfers it to the plants. He also plants
carrots late in the season to avoid car-
rot rust fly maggots, which have a peak
emergence in June. J

GIANT
% Ath of JULY % x

SALEN
All Day
JEWELRY 60% OFF!!
GALLERY INVENTORY
50% OFF
ARTWORK 50% OFF
lowest marked
price!!

WEATHER PERMITTING
at NORTH BEACH brown
house across from
boatramp.
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e IN MEMORIAM °

Grant Kelley

Grant E Kelley died June 9 at his
Ocean Acres home on West Beach.

He was born December 5, 1932, in
Seattle to Georgia Zigweed and Eu-
gene Kelley. He attended Franklin High
School and Seattle University before
serving in the U.S. Army from 1952
through 1954.

He attended Mexico City College
for two years and later graduated from
Seattle University in 1957 with a degree
in psychology.

As a member of the Seattle Junior
Chamber of Commerce, he was chair-
man of the Miss Washington Pageant,
which led to his marriage to Connie
Rae Hughes, Miss Washington 1960.

He was employed with United

Airlines and Alaska Airlines, managed
his own TV and service business, and
was a partner in the Mia Roma Restau-
rant before immersing himself in the
stock market.

Grant served on the volunteer Fire
Department for a time after he and
Connie moved to Guemes in 1974.
Connie, well-known proprietor of Pro-
files Hair Salon in Anacortes, preceded
him in death. Survivors include daugh-
ters Lisa and Sara, son Bret, and six
grandchildren.

No services are planned, but dona-
tions may be made to the Fidalgo Rota-
ry Connie Kelley Memorial Vocational
Scholarship fund. Evans Funeral Chapel
handled the arrangements.

Jack Monahan

John (Jack) R. Monahan, 91, died of
natural causes March 18. He was born
September 10, 1918, to Tom and Mary
Monahan. He served in the U.S. Army
with the 749th Railway Battalion in the
Philippines in WWII and was then a
conductor on the Pacific Coast, North-
ern Pacific, and Burlington Northern
Railroads, retiring after 42 years.

Jack and his wife, Veronica, began
coming to Guemes in the 1960s to visit
their oldest son, Terry, and his wife,
Karon, who owned West Shore prop-
erty. Jack and Veronica, with three other
children, later purchased part of the
first Guemes homestead on South Shore
Road from Horace “Hoss” Hammill.
Jack loved the isolation and quiet that

TIDEWATER
PLUMBING
& MECHANICAL

Quality, Professional Service
New Construction, Remodels
Hydronic Heating Specialist
Pumps and Water Systems
Complete Water Treatment

Systems

Eldon Johnson
Phone: 360.293.7794

the island provided, in addition to hav-
ing a place for large family gatherings.
In 1988, Jack was staying at the

West Shore cabin when he was awak-
ened in the middle of the night by his
Irish setter, Rory, to a fire that burned
the cabin to the ground. Jack escaped in
his underwear but Rory did not survive.
Jack was preceded in death by his
wife, Veronica, son Terry, and grand-
sons Neil Parker and Kevin Monahan.
Survivors include sons Daniel and Tom;
daughters Mary Margaret Parker, Ve-
ronica Leech, Michele Monahan, and
Moira Tueffers; daughter-in-law Karon
Monahan; 13 grandchildren; and 14
great-grandchildren.

Bob Brown

Former Guemes resident Robert R.

“Bob” Brown died May 23 at Island
Hospital. He was 87.

Bob was born April 4, 1923, to
Reginald and Johanna Brown. He re-
ceived his B.A. and Ph.D. degrees in
physics from the University of Califor-
nia. Between those degrees he served
as a Japanese translator in the Naval
Reserve, 1944-46.

He joined the Physics Department
at U.C. Berkeley in 1957 as an upper
atmosphere and geomagnetosphere
researcher. He also spent an academic
year on sabbatical at the Kiruna Geo-
fysiska Institut in Kiruna, Sweden.

In retirement as of 1982, Bob and
his second wife, Mary Lou, moved to
Guemes, where both pursued their
mutual interests in ham radio and
classical music.

Bob maintained a weather sta-
tion at his Channel View Drive home,
sending monthly reports to 7he Eve-
ning Star. Following the death of
Mary Lou, he provided valued sup-
port for the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT), to which he
donated much equipment when he
moved to Anacortes.

Bob and his son, Bruce, also en-
joyed building and playing early key-
board instruments.

Survivors include daughters Janet
Brown Becker (Alfred) and Jennifer
Brown Modestou (Modestos), son
Bruce Alan Brown (Scott), and four
grandchildren.

Services were held at Fidalgo Care
Center and at Randy’s Pier 61. Ar-
rangements, including a private burial
service, were handled by Evans Fu-

neral Chapel.



Kudos and New Leaders at GIPOA

By Holiday Matcherr

The Guemes Island Property Own-
ers Association (GIPOA) held its an-
nual meeting at the Hall following their
special event, “Guemes Guide Comes
Alive,” on Saturday, June 19. Outgo-
ing president Howard Pellett passed the
gavel to Bob Groeschell; Harry Finks’s
successor as secretary is Leona Price; and
new trustees are Boots Anderson (on-
island) and Sally Stapp (off-island).

Anne Jackets, who is moving to Ana-
cortes, received a gift in appreciation of
her many years of service to the island.
She spoke about one of her pet projects,
plastic bag and plastic wrap recycling—
and announced that this service will
continue thanks to Holiday Matchett
taking over the job of transporting the
bags to Skagit River Steel and Recycling.

The Citizen of the Year Award went
to Lorraine Francis. Her organizational
and food-preparation skills have as-
sisted the community in many ways
over the last several years: The Gath-
ering luncheons, the Guemes Heroes

dinners, and many other special events.
Also commended for their community
service were Tim Wittman (Dog Island
Run) and Sharon Hughlitt (chauffeur-
ing and otherwise helping others).
Reva Dugan provided the program
for the meeting. She explained the is-
land’s Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT), demonstrated the use of
the FRS (Family Radio Service) radios,
and provided a map showing the loca-
tions of the emergency equipment on
Guemes, including the ham operators.
Reva also requested that anyone willing
to volunteer with the organization call
her or another CERT administrator.
Bob Groeschell announced that the
GIPOA board had awarded Howard
Pellett an Honorary Citizen of the Year
commendation for his ongoing efforts
preserving GIPOA as a vital organiza-
tion on the island, providing leader-
ship and raising money for the Betty
Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship

Fund and many other island causes. J

Cathy Schoenberg Art at the Store

By Bob Anderson

On a cold, wet spring day at the Store you would be forgiven for wanting to go
into one of Cathy Schoenberg’s paintings now showing in the loft—places of lan-
guid heat, with women reclining on soft beds, dozing in sunflowers, gazing at the

ocean amid tropical flowers.

May Hear (shown at right) covers the full color spectrum plus black-and-white
accents, a daring range attempted by few painters. Bold dual perspective of frontal
and bird’s-eye views at first disorient and then enable the viewer to see more fully

into the tropical light, appre-
ciating details of tile borders,
plant leaves, sleeping pets,
rich costumes, expressive fac-
es. The colors are almost “fau-
vist,” and her style captures
Rousseau anew. Even some
Cubist hints enrich Cathy’s
rich, eclectic art. Her greens
in the chartreuse-shaded
Basket Weaver oil surround a
wary but warm woman’s face,
and her red swirling Mari-
posa dancer can be seen at any
Mexican street dance.

My wish list surely in-
cludes one of my neighbor’s
paintings. J
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Fireworks Restraint
Urged for the 4th

Two island organizations are taking
steps to keep this 4th of July safer and
easier on sound-sensitive residents—
both human and animal.

Last year, the Guemes Island Prop-
erty Owners Association (GIPOA)
started posting signs around the island
stating “Illegal fireworks are prohibited
on Guemes.” (Outgoing GIPOA presi-
dent Howard Pellet told the 7ide that,
according to the fire marshal, “Illegal
fireworks are those that go ‘boom.””)
GIPOA members were also encouraged
to appeal to neighbors to reduce the
impact of ongoing loud noise by limit-
ing fireworks to just July 4th itself. Since
last year did seem to be much quieter,
GIPOA has put the signs back up and
again asks for the cooperation of island-
ers and visitors.

Working to attain the same goal of
a quieter, safer celebration, the board of
directors of the Holiday Hideaway As-
sociation has voted to contract with the
Skagit County sheriff’s office to have an
off-duty officer patrol the neighborhood
during the evening of the 4th up until
1:00 a.m. They announced that “anyone
shooting off illegal fireworks will be sub-

ject to arrest.” J

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

sEmergency power specialists
«Pumps and wells.

«Three generations
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Serving Guemes Island |
Since 1990

(Area code 368) Local: 333-2853
MKLUGKS362PD
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Ferry Terminal on Schedule; Shutdowns Still Hazy

By Win Anderson

The new Guemes ferry terminal
building on the Anacortes side is on
schedule and will likely be dedicated af-
ter Labor Day, according to interim Fer-
ry Manager Rachel Beck. The building
should be finished in August but won't
be opened for business until a complete
transition from the old terminal is ac-
complished, she told the 7ide. She said
she wants all systems up and working
without any gap in service.

The new rerouted concrete walk-
way between the K Avenue and

210 251h Streat
Anacorias, WA 98221
{360) 233-5686 = 1-877-451-6085
anacortesusaveaulo @ earthlink.net

"We'll pick yvou up and won't lal you down.”

@7 PeLicAN BAy Books
Used & Antiquarian

1104 9th St. Anacortes, WA 98221
(360) 293-1852
pelicanbay@verizon. net
Mon, Tue 10-5

Wed Closed

Thur-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4

GRAVEL PIT = SITE PREP
TRUCKING « STORAGE

GUEMES ISLAND, WA

293-6346
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“Railroad” parking lots should
also be complete by the end

of August, according to Mike
Farthing, project manager. He
said access between the lots will
be blocked for only a couple of
days.

The tentative dates for the
biannual ferry haulout are Octo-
ber 4 through 19; Beck will issue
the firm schedule in early July.
Besides routine maintenance, the

boat will get a replacement en-
gine and have a Coast Guard inspection.
The Big Shutdown in the spring
will be preceded by piling work on the
Guemes side for the installation of the
temporary dock to be used by foot pas-
sengers. In-water work must be com-
plete by February 15.
The 80-foot-long by 4-foot-10-inch-
wide gangway will lead to a 10-by-40-

foot dock, all handicap friendly, accord-
ing to Beck. The 8- to 10-week closure
is necessary in order to replace the
deteriorating reinforced concrete fixed-
bridge girders at both terminals. The
walk-on launch will ferry between the
temporary dock on Guemes and Cap
Sante Marina in Anacortes. J

Looking Back

(From the files of the Guemes Island Historical Society)

Five Years Ago

The Board of County Commission-
ers schedules a hearing about ferry rate
increases.

Newly formed Friends of Guemes
hire an attorney “to see that the Board
follows the law and its own policies be-
fore they do something rash—Ilike ex-
tending the weekday ferry schedule.”

Longtime resident Henry Hammill
died of injuries sustained in a propane
explosion at his home in Arkansas.

—The Evening Star, July/Aug. 2005

Ten Years Ago

Power to Guemes is temporarily shut
down while Puget Energy successfully
removes a 10,000-pound anchor entan-
gled in the island’s submarine cable.

Nearly 3,000 fewer cars used the
Guemes ferry in 1999 compared to the
year before, and ferry manager Steve
Cox credits the new store with the un-
expected change.

Guemes Gold winners are Shannon

Bragg, Flora Burdock, Gabe Murphy,

Jason Krapf, and Louis Woofenden.
—The Evening Star, July/Aug. 2000

Fifteen Years Ago

Win Anderson publishes the first is-
sue of 7he Evening Star.

Guemes Gold scholarship winners
are Jennifer Johnson, Matt Ashbach,
Shane Spahr, Eric Veal, Lisa Kirkpatrick,
and Clarity Miller.

Headline: South Shore Road to
Move Inland?

—The Evening Star, July/Aug. 1995

Thirty-Seven Years Ago

An apparent low bid of $930,600
was submitted by a California shipyard
for a new 22-car Guemes ferry. No bids
were received from Washington firms.
(Note: All bids were rejected.)

The price of a meal will be $2.50 for
adults at the Guemes Island Commu-
nity Club and Fire Department’s annual
salmon barbecue.

—Anacortes American, Aug 29, 1973
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