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By Roz Glasser
The Skagit County Planning Com-

mission held a public hearing on the 
Guemes Island Subarea Plan on August 
10, to receive comments about proposed 
changes to the plan following review 
by the county departments of Public 
Works, Health, and Planning. 

If adopted, the plan will play a key 
role in the island’s future. It includes 
more than 100 policies concerning cur-
rent and future land use, transportation 
(including the ferry), natural resources, 
the environment, and shoreline issues. 
Drafted by the Guemes Island Planning 
Advisory Committee (GIPAC) based on 
input from two community surveys, it 

was submitted to the county in 2007 af-
ter 19 years of effort by two committees. 

The plan provides guidance to the 
county and island residents in managing 
the effects of future development while 
sustainably maintaining the island’s nat-
ural resources. If adopted as proposed, 
the plan can protect such key resources 
as the groundwater supply and shoreline 
habitats. Other policies would maintain 
rural character and improve ferry ser-
vice. Subarea plans are authorized by the 
Skagit County Comprehensive Plan.

Commissioners take a look
In preparation for the hearing, seven 

members of the Planning Commission 

and Commissioner Ron Wesen toured 
the island with GIPAC members on 
July 29. Highlights included the Peach 
Preserve (Demopoulos Marsh), the val-
ley, and a view of Guemes Mountain—
all permanently protected by islanders’ 
efforts. The tour also included the Fire 
Hall, the Store, and homes where solar 
systems and other techniques are being 
used to conserve energy. Ocean Acres, 
where homes are clustered and a sub-
stantial area of the site is left as open 
space, was contrasted with large homes 
built on narrow lots along West Shore 
and North Beach that conflict with the 
island’s rural scale of housing and open 
space and block the public view of the 
water. Limitations of the island’s sole-
source aquifer were illustrated at the 
Potlatch neighborhood, where seawa-
ter had intruded into two public wells, 
requiring an expensive conversion to a 
community reverse-osmosis system.

Following the tour, commissioners 
met at the Community Center for fur-
ther questions and answers about poli-
cies on land use, the aquifer, and shore-
lines. After the meeting, Commissioner 
Elinor Nakis remarked, “Guemes ought 
to be a model. There should be little 
Guemeses all over the county.”

“Shall” vs. “should”
At the August 10 hearing, which was 

attended by more than 30 island resi-
dents, many of the comments focused 
on how restrictive the subarea plan’s 
policies should be. As a result of the 
county’s review, numerous revisions 
(continued on page 2) 

Subarea Plan Under County Review

The July 29 tour stops at the Resort. From left: Commissioner Mary McGoffin; islander Roz  
Glasser; Commissioners Annie Lohman, Kristen Ohlson-Kiehn, and Carol Ehlers; islander 
Gary Curtis; Planning Director Gary Christensen; and County Commissioner Ron Wesen
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Commissioners Tour Island, Then Hear from Residents
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(continued from front page) 
weakened the GIPAC version in or-
der to provide the county flexibility in 
implementing the plan. In many in-
stances, the word “shall,” which creates 
a requirement, was changed to “should,” 
creating a recommendation. For ex-
ample, “The County shall meet with the 
Ferry Committee” became “The County 
should meet . . . ,” meaning the county 
would not be required to take action. 

Most of the speakers at the hearing 
asked that the Commission restore the 
“shall” language to policies. Bob Ander-
son questioned “whether the county was 

serious about protecting the ecosystem 
of Guemes Island” in using “should” 
rather than “shall,” and pointed out sev-
eral instances where the county failed to 
enforce its own policies. 

David Wertheimer asked to rein-
state “shall” language so that the county 
would be required to work with the 
Ferry Committee. He compared the 
“should” language to “people who leave 
their false teeth in a jar and gum their 
way through the day, unable to put their 
teeth into anything. Let us find a way to 
not gum our way into the future, but  
really get our teeth into these policies.”

Joost Businger, the GIPAC Chair, 
spoke about the importance of the plan’s 
policy of placing an annual limit of 20 
building permits “to make sure that the 
aquifer can support added growth,” es-
pecially along shorelines, where much 
of the growth is expected. He added, 
“GIPAC believes the most prudent ap-
proach is to grow slowly to avoid a crisis 
where expensive alternative systems may 
be needed if standard wells cannot keep 
up with the demand.” Historically, the 
largest number of annual building  

permits issued was 16.
Marianne Kooiman reported on the 

Health Department’s effort to update 
the Seawater Intrusion Policy (known 
as SWI, for Sea Water Intrusion), a 
separate but parallel process to the sub-
area plan. She explained that the SWI 
will contain the actual requirements to 
implement the plan’s aquifer protection 
policies. It will also address alternative 
water sources, such as rainwater catch-
ment; strengthen requirements for new 
wells; and prevent reverse-osmosis sys-
tems from using groundwater.  

Other speakers expressed the desire 
for restrictive language in specific policy 
areas, including large homes on small 
lots, fish habitat, ferry operations, no-
tification of island zoning and Public 
Works proposals, and restrictions on 
water use for accessory dwelling units.

Steve Orsini called for a moratorium 
on new wells in the North Beach area 
unless they are approved by the Wash-
ington Department of Ecology. Tom 
Glade, representing Evergreen Islands, a 
local environmental group, called for an 
Island-wide building moratorium until 
the county fully assesses the availability 
of groundwater.

Several property owners expressed 
concern over the proposal to rezone a 
222-acre area north of and adjacent to 
Holiday Hideaway from 1 unit per 2.5 
acres to 1 unit per 10 acres due to lack 
of adequate water supply. Staff from the 
county Planning Department indicated 
that existing lots that would become 
substandard after rezoning would re-
main eligible for building, provided that 
current permitting requirements could 
be satisfied.

Study session in September
The Planning Commission—a nine-

member citizen body appointed by the 
county Board of Commissioners to 
provide recommendations on proposals 
to change the county’s Comprehensive 
Plan and other development controls—
will hold a study session on the subarea 
plan on September 14 at 6:00 p.m.  
at 1800 Continental Place, Mount  
Vernon. (No further public comment 
will be taken at the session.) It will send 
its recommendations to the county 

SUBAREA PLAN

The post-tour meeting at the Hall
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commissioners, who will hold a meeting 
before making the final decision.

The Guemes Island Subarea Plan is 
available at the Guemes Library and on 
www.linetime.org. 

The Tide Wants 
Your Feedback

Now that we’ve got seven issues 
under our belt, the volunteer crew that 
publishes the Tide has some questions for 
you, our readers and fellow Guemians:

What do you think of our coverage? 
What are we overlooking? What could we 
do better? What do you love, what could 
you do without? Should the paper (or the 
stories) be longer? Shorter?

What other questions should we be 
asking?

Please let us know, by e-mail  
(editorial@guemestide.org) or mail  
(7885 Guemes Island Rd. #1, Anacortes, 
WA 98221), or by catching up with one  
of us in the ferry line.   
—The Editors 
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By Karen Everett
Volunteers are 

being recruited 
right now to help 
build the new foot 
trail up Guemes 
Mountain.

The Washing-
ton Trails Asso-
ciation (WTA), in 
partnership with 
the Skagit Land 
Trust and the San 
Juan Preservation 
Trust, will begin 
work in Septem-
ber. The new trail 
will start at a grav-
el car pullout on 
South Shore Road and then meander to 
the mountaintop, covering about a mile. 
It is expected to be a fairly easy walk 
compared to the steep incline visitors 
currently encounter. Expected comple-
tion is 2011. Pets and bikes will be  
discouraged.

The first two volunteer work par-
ties will be the weekends of September 
18-19 and 25-26. To sign up for either 
or both of these events, visit the WTA 
website at www.wta.org; click on the 
Volunteer section; click on “View the 
Work Party Calendar”; and scroll way 
down to near the bottom, where you’ll 
find the Guemes Mountain Trail listed. 
On-island camping will be available at 
Schoolhouse Park if you’d like to make 
this a weekend getaway.

Stewardship of the mountain has 
also begun with the formation of the 

four-person Stewardship Committee 
consisting of islanders Joost Businger 
and Marianne Kooiman, along with 
Ed and Carolyn Gastellum. They have 
formed a preliminary observation crew 
of three couples who hike the mountain 
regularly and report on what they see; 
another four people have volunteered to 
hike and observe once or twice a month.

The stewards aren’t sure if these ob-
servations will continue after the Labor 
Day weekend, so volunteers for this task 
are not being actively recruited. 

Lastly, islanders are asked to keep 
an eye out for teenagers who have been 
camping near and vandalizing properties 
that are neighbors to the mountaintop. 
Ideally, the community can help them 
understand what a treasure this moun-
tain is and how lucky we are that the 
neighbors allow us access to it. 

Trail Building Begins on Guemes Mountain

After a long search, Skagit County 
has hired Henry Hash as public works 
director. 

Hash is a Professional Engineer 
(P.E.) and has more than 20 years’ expe-
rience as a public works director in Cali-
fornia, Missouri, Wisconsin, and Mas-
sachusetts. His most recent job was as 
director of resource management agency 
for the County of Tulare, California. 
He last served as a public works direc-
tor from 2000 to 2002 in Gladstone, 
Missouri. He has a B.S. degree in civil 
engineering, an M.S. degree in man-
agement, and an M.S. degree in public 
affairs/administration with a concentra-
tion in urban planning.

In an unrelated move, on August 17 
Tom Holloran, Skagit County admin-
istrator, announced that Robert Mc-
Gaughey was no longer employed as 
county engineer. McGaughey had been 
hired for the position on June 7 of this 
year. The recommendation to relieve 
him of his duties came because “he was 
not embracing the mission and goals of 
the Board of Commisioners,” according 
to Billie Kadrmas, Skagit County hu-
man resource director. 

Public Works Director Hash has 
been appointed acting county engineer, 
and Paul Randall-Grutter, P. E., has 
been designated to perform all engineer-
ing services requiring a civil engineer’s 
license until the vacancy can be filled on 
a permanent basis. 

County Hires Public 
Works Director, Fires 

County Engineer
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T Community Update T 

The July 3 Guemes Chamber Music Series 
performance featured Page Smith, Ceci-
lia Archuleta, Brittany Boulding, and Karie 
Prescott. The next concert will be held in 
December.

Fall Festival Coming
The Guemes Community Church 

Women’s Fellowship will sponsor the 
Fall Festival on Saturday, September 4, 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. This tradition-
al part of the Labor Day holiday raises 
money for the Betty Crookes Guemes 
Gold Scholarship Fund.

Centered at the Hall, the festival dis-
plays the work of local artisans. Baked 
goods and hot dogs will be available.

Contact Peggy Pair at 293-5022 or 
Terre Scappini at 203-0271.

Birthdays
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Hilma Henry turns 88 on September 1.
Peter Smith turns 14 on September 2.
Malia Prescott turns 17 on September 3.
Noah Lux turns 13 on September 4.
Jamie Kate Davelaar turns 14 on 

September 5.
Cyprus Shade Harper turns 9 on 

September 12.
Sage Olson turns 14 on September 16.
Jeff Gent turns 67 on September 17.
Melia Brenden turns 8 on September 18.
Breanne Boyd turns 13 on September 20.
Ryan Everett turns 17 on September 22.
Autumn Reed turns 11 on September 25.
Jackson Lux turns 17 on September 28.
William McCracken turns 10 on 

September 29.

Chrystol White, daughter of Bob and 
Nancy White of Guemes Island, mar-
ried Schuyler Jones, son of Ken and Ann 
Jones of Tacoma, August 14 in a beauti-
ful setting in the White family forest on 
Guemes. Following the ceremony, 175 
guests dined outdoors under a canopy of 
three 54-foot headsails that neighbor Ian 
Woofenden helped string between trees 
nearly 35 feet above the ground. 

The couple met at and graduated 
from the University of Washington. 
Chrystol has been a teaching assistant 
at the Meridian School in Seattle and 
will attend Seattle University this fall to 
complete a master’s degree in teaching. 
Schuyler works as an office assistant to a 
psychoanalyst and plans to attend school 
to become a professional chef. They  
reside in the Ballard neighborhood of  
Seattle and will spend their honeymoon 
in southern France in late September.

Both the Jones and White families 
wish to express their thanks to everyone 
who helped make the event so special.

White-Jones Wedding

Islanders who were aware of the se-
verity of the injuries Richard suffered in 
a serious car accident on May 28 were 
happily surprised when he was released 
from the hospital in early July. He was 
allowed to come home rather than go 
to a care facility, as originally planned, 
since his sister came to help for the time 
he was confined to a wheelchair. 

When Richard returned to Harbor-
view Medical Center after a week at 
home, X-rays showed the bone around 
the screws holding his pelvis together 
had already knitted sufficiently to allow 
him to graduate to the careful use of 
crutches.

 In an August 21 interview, Richard 
reported that he feels well and is already 
back to doing many of the activities he 
has always enjoyed, but still tires quickly 
and takes frequent naps. He has been 
to the top of Guemes Mountain and is 

again riding his bicycle. 
Twice-weekly physical therapy is 

helping him regain his mobility and the 
muscle mass he lost during his many 
weeks in the hospital. Miraculously, 
there appears to be no permanent  
damage to his heart, lungs, and other 
internal organs that were injured in  
the crash.

Richard reported that the State Pa-
trol recently finished their investigation 
of the crash. They have sent the results 
to the Skagit County prosecutor, who 
will decide what charges will be brought 
against the young man who ran a stop 
sign and slammed into Richard’s truck 
at over 50 m.p.h. 

Richard also reiterated his great ap-
preciation for all the concern, support, 
and good wishes he and his family have 
received from fellow islanders through-
out his recovery.

Richard Houghton: Alive, Well (Mostly), and Back Home

Strings Ring Out
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Well-known Guemes artist Leo Osborne will be the featured artist at the West-
ern Washington State Fair, September 9-26 in Puyallup. “I am thrilled to be hon-
ored in my home state—the place where I feel that I belong,” says Osborne.

The specially prepared 60-by-20-foot exhibit space will be filled with 80 of Os-
borne’s pieces, both paintings and sculptures. He will be present on opening night 
and on the first and last weekends, when he will present a slide show. All the works 
on display will be for sale.

One piece that has a particularly interesting history, Still Not Listening, was 
done in Maine in 1989 during the Exxon Valdez oil spill. “I intended it to be a 24-

inch sculpture depicting three shorebirds,” Os-
borne relates. “I was about to start the third bird 
when the spill occurred, and instead of carving 
this bird sitting on a nest I decided to show it 
on its back with its wing caught in black sludge. 
When the pristine birdseye-maple burl carving 
was finished, I spewed black vinyl caulking over 
the bird with strands hanging from its wing. It 
was a personal ‘art happening’ similar to those 
staged in the ’60s—an artistic expression for 
something that’s happening in the world.”

This piece toured the world in the ’90s and 
spent more than a year in Japan. Since then it 
has been part of Leo’s personal collection, but 
will be reintroduced at the fair. “Unfortunately,” 
says Leo, “it’s time to bring it back. As the disas-
ter in the Gulf shows all too clearly, we are still 
not listening!”

Before the fair, Osborne will attend the opening of the Society of Animal Art-
ists 50th Anniversary Exhibition in San Diego. For the past three years, he has 
been awarded the title of Master Signature Artist at this exhibition, along with 12 
other artists from around the world.

The early archery season for any 
deer on Guemes Island will run from 
September 1 through 24, followed by 
the early muzzleloader season Septem-
ber 25 through October 3. 

Residents are not required to post 
their property, as state trespassing laws 
are strict. Persons noticing hunting  
violations—such as shooting on or 
across roads or using lights at night—
should contact the hunting hotline at 
(877) 933-9847 or the State Patrol at 
757-1175.

Deer-Hunting Season Starts

Anniversaries

The Andersons cut the cake for their 
25th anniversary (July 28) celebration 
July 31 at their island home.

Jim and Jackie O’Neil, island resi-
dents since 1988, celebrate their 60th 
wedding anniversary on September 9.

Their children hosted a reception in 
the couple’s honor in Anacortes on Au-
gust 14. Eleven of their children and 
17 of their grandchildren, along with 
many from the Guemes and Anacortes 
communities, joined to celebrate the 
occasion. Family and friends from all 
over the nation also came to visit and 
reminisce—including every brides-
maid from the wedding party.

Jim and Jackie O’Neil

Bob and Boots AndersonAll interested islanders are invited to 
join the ongoing meditation group that 
meets on Guemes every Sunday morn-
ing from 8:30 to 10:30. “Our practice 
is inspired by Zen Master Thich Nhat 
Hanh and is open to everyone regardless 
of religious tradition or experience,” says 
founder Jon Prescott.

The group meets at the Island 
Sangha Zendo (which means “group 
meditation hall”) over the garage at 
Prescott’s home. “We sit, walk, talk, and 
eat together, enjoying each moment,” 
says Jon, “letting go of the distractions 
that frequently occupy our minds. We 
find this practice very refreshing and 
welcome others to join us.”

Call Jon at 929-6996 for orientation 
and directions.

Island Sangha Zendo?

Osborne Featured at State Fair

The brochure cover for Leo’s 
exhibition at the fair
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By Win Anderson
Summer has had its challenges, but 

as Interim Ferry Manager Rachel Beck 
completes her fourth month in charge, 
her confidence level is high and she says 
she loves nearly every part of the job—
from the paperwork to skippering the 
boat to dealing with the public. 

This from a person who was thrust 
into the position during the busiest sea-
son and as the system is also undergo-
ing the most ambitious set of upgrades 
in 30 years. It’s all just part of the job 
for this 14-year veteran of the maritime 
industry. 

It is regrettable, she says, that on two 
August Sunday nights, families leav-
ing the island late learned a run after 
scheduled hours would cost them $100. 
There were four cars stranded on the 8th 
and 19 on the 15th. The victims paid, 
sharing the cost, but were not happy. 
One family member accused the captain 
on duty of “extortion” in a letter to the 
Skagit Valley Herald. 

“If someone has a problem, they can 
come to me,” she says, adding that it’s 
not part of the crew’s job description to 
take that kind of abuse.

Regarding those overload late runs, 
the crew’s directives from above are 
clear: by resolution, the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners eliminated double 
runs or “clean-up runs” outside of the 
schedule unless they are paid for at the 
printed rate.

So while Beck is managing mainte-
nance, scheduled haulouts (two in the 
next eight months), scheduling around 
the Big Shutdown next spring, moving 
into the new Anacortes terminal build-
ing, running the boat as needed, and 
such tasks as compiling an annual fare 
target revenue report, she is also more 
than willing to listen. “I welcome phone 
calls, office visits, and comments from 
anyone,” she says.

And she relishes solving problems.
Beck credits her crew for solving 

a big one on July 5, when a hydraulic 
snag left the Guemes dock immovable 
with a flooding tide certain to shut it 
down. After consulting with Captain Ed 

Beck to the Future

McNamee and 
Mechanic Bob 
Martin regarding 
the dock’s safety, 
Beck agreed 
with McNamee’s 
suggestion and 
ordered the crew 
to skip dinner 
and empty the 
lineup on the is-
land before high 
tide made the 
dock unusable. 
“We finished 
by 9:00 p.m. 
The crew did a 
great job,” she says. Oversized vehicles 
were barred the next day during repairs. 
“Wednesday was a day of trucks,” she 
says with a chuckle. 

Beck and her new boss, County En-
gineer Rob McGaughey (who was then 
let go on August 17—see story on page 
3), also met with the Ferry Commit-
tee on August 4 in an informal get-ac-
quainted session. One of the items that 
came up were some “late departures” 
recently. Beck explained that among 
the several reasons were the many pas-
sengers unfamiliar with the payment 
system. To meet operational demands 
during the summer and holiday week-
ends, she asked for and received permis-
sion to add a fourth “mid watch” crew 
person to cover as purser while the boat 
is on a run. 

That brought up the question of a 
ticketing machine, a system the county 
has been mulling for years and hoped 
to put in operation this fall. A single 
bid was received—for $95,000, or 30 
percent higher than budget. Beck hasn’t 
given up on the concept, but she wants 
to be sure any new system simplifies 
rather than complicates procedures and 
continues to provide payment options 
to which islanders are accustomed. 

Concludes Beck, “I welcome the 
challenges that this position presents 
and I remain positive that improve-
ments can be made if issues are brought 
to light through the proper channels.” 

Other ferry news
• The second annual public forum 

on the ferry will be held Sunday, Sep-
tember 12, at 2:00 p.m. at the  Com-
munity Center. Interim Ferry Manager 
Rachel Beck and other officials will be 
present as available.

• The new walkway between the 
K Avenue parking lot and the middle 
“Railroad” lot should be ready by mid-
September. Scimitar Construction won 
the job with a bid of $23,000. County 
attorneys are still negotiating with An-
chor Cove Marina regarding future use 
of the portion of the Railroad lot that 
infringes on marina property.

• The new ferry terminal building 
will be dedicated sometime in October. 

• The M/V Guemes is scheduled for 
haulout October 4-19 for routine main-
tenance, Coast Guard inspection, and 
an engine replacement. 

• The temporary 80-foot ramp and 
10-by-40-foot dock on the Guemes side 
is scheduled for in-water work, such as 
pile driving, to be complete by February 
15. Unfortunately, due to ADA require-
ments and eelgrass concerns, the ramp 
will have to be installed over the boat-
launch ramp. 

• The Big Shutdown for the replace-
ment of reinforced concrete beams at 
both terminals is tentatively scheduled 
from March through April. Foot pas-
senger service will be to and from Cap 
Sante Marina. 

Interim Manager Rachel Beck Moves the Ferry Forward

Rachel Beck stands near the almost-completed Anacortes terminal.
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French doors open to beautiful 
pond landscape and bay. 

Enjoy solitude and abundant bird life.
6132 South Shore Road
Anacortes, WA 98221

(360) 293-0373 seahaven@clearwire.net

Seahaven

Guest  Room
O n  G u e m e s  I s l a n d

By Edith Walden
On August 11, a 12-member jury 

deliberated less than an hour before it 
returned a guilty verdict for Anthony 
“Tony” Fisher, 57, on charges stemming 
from an accident on September 9, 2009. 
That afternoon Zeedie Collins (married 
to Russ Moline) was traveling on her bi-
cycle on Guemes Island Road to attend 
a wedding. To avoid northbound ferry 
traffic, Collins rode northbound on the 
shoulder of the southbound lane. 

According to evidence submitted 
during the two-day trial, Fisher, who 
reported not having slept for four days, 
took twice the prescribed dose of Ambi-
en (a fast-acting central nervous system 
depressant) while waiting in the ferry 
line to return to his home on Guemes. 
When the ferry arrived at the island, he 
was unable to start his van until a deck-
hand put the vehicle’s transmission into 
“park” for him. He then drove straight 
over the guardrail in the far-right lane 
and had to be assisted several times by 
ferry crew to get his van offloaded.

After driving past his residence, he 
veered twice into the southbound lane 
as though to pass the vehicle ahead of 
him, being driven by Win Anderson. 
The second time, he hit Collins from 
behind, sending her flying onto his 
hood, into his windshield, and then 
onto the pavement. Collins suffered a 
concussion, a fractured rib, deep lacera-
tions in her head, neck, and arm, and 

Anthony “Tony” Fisher Convicted of Vehicular Assault 

Susan Miller, a former Guemes resident, was one of 13 people chosen from 280 
county residents to serve on the Fisher jury.  A first-time juror, she was impressed that 
a dozen randomly selected people would rise to the occasion and take responsibility 
for their duty.  The experience “brings out the best in people,” she stated following the 
trial. “Everyone felt the seriousness of what we were called to do.” 

She revealed that one juror had broken out in hives and another was anguished 
about the potential consequences to a man’s life by the verdict.  Jurors made constant 
attempts to be fair during their deliberations, according to Miller.  She found the blood-
test results persuasive, along with the testimony of Win Anderson and other first wit-
nesses to the scene. Defense arguments struck her as “weak, ineffective, and presump-
tuous.” The evidence to convict was so strong and blatant, she said, that many jurors 
were furious the case had ever been brought to court, wasting taxpayers’ money.  

A Juror’s Perspective

bruises and abrasions over much of her 
body, requiring surgery and four days of 
hospitalization.

Anderson, a former volunteer fire-
fighter, testified that he called 911, in-
structed Fisher to remain in his vehicle, 
tended to Collins until help arrived, 
and then took photos of the scene. Fire 
Chief Mike Stamper and EMT Juby 
Fouts, first responders to the scene, 
testified that Fisher seemed confused, 
didn’t know what had happened, was 
not able to communicate, and kept fall-
ing asleep. State pathologist Asa Louis 
stated he found a presence of Ambien 
well above normal therapeutic levels in 
Fisher’s blood, drawn 90 minutes after 
the accident.

After a motion to dismiss the case 
was denied by Superior Court Judge Su-
san Cook, private defense attorney Ron 
Wolff rested his case without present-

ing a defense. In his closing statement, 
Wolff expressed “our deep sympathy to 
the victim.” Fisher nodded emphatically, 
in an unusual display of emotion.

A hearing on a defense motion for a 
new trial and on sentencing is scheduled 
for September 22. Fisher, who has a pri-
or felony conviction, faces a maximum 
fine of $20,000, ten years’ imprison-
ment or both, plus possible restitution 
and assessments. He remains free on 
$50,000 bail and must remain in Skagit 
County, must possess or consume no 
alcohol or controlled substances, cannot 
possess weapons or firearms, and cannot 
drive. He can be prescribed only weekly 
doses of medication and can have no 
contact with the victim.

Collins, still suffering from her inju-
ries, expressed relief at the verdict. Hav-
ing exhausted all her medical coverage, 
she plans a civil suit against Fisher. 
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The logging crew at work
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By Nick Allison
On July 5, the Skagit County Sher-

iff’s Department received a call from a 
property owner in the Muriel Lane area, 
reporting that someone had broken into 
their barn. A few items were missing, 
and there was nearby evidence of a party 
around a campfire.

Two days later, a neighbor reported 
finding another, similar party spot; scat-
tered around were several items that the 
first neighbor had reported missing. The 
same day, a third resident of the neigh-
borhood reported that someone had 
apparently used a hatchet or small ax to 
cut down several small trees.

On July 9, a representative of Index 
Cable arrived at the company’s storage 
facility near the top of the Mountain to 

By Judith Horton
Curious about all those logging 

trucks in the ferry line lately? The logs 
are coming from Karon Monahan’s West 
Shore Road property. She is harvesting 
about 20 of her 80 acres as part of her 

About Those Logging Trucks
family’s forestry management plan.

Karon’s grandparents (the Carroll 
family) bought the land in the 1930s. 
This part of the acreage has been logged 
twice before. According to Karon, “The 
trees were last harvested in the 1970s, 
and the family did extensive replanting 
of fir at that time. Some of those trees 
are probably coming out now. The De-
partment of Natural Resources says we 
don’t have to replant this time because, 
although some firs and cedars are being 
taken, it’s mostly alder that will regrow 
rapidly on its own.” 

Bob Cogdal, co-owner of C & S 
Forestry Management of Burlington, 
who is removing the trees, told the Tide 
that when C & S finishes the Monahan 
property, they will have harvested some 

250,000 board feet of lumber.
C & S is a member of the Washing-

ton Contract Logging Association, and 
Bob and his partner, Wayne Fligar, are 
certified to harvest sustainably grown 
“green lumber.”

When asked how much longer the 
logging will continue, Cogdal replied, 
“Probably until it rains. We’re not 
clearcutting, and we don’t put in gravel 
roads—we just move carefully through 
the forest with our equipment.” 

Although they have almost complet-
ed the Monahan project, they will also 
be logging alder on Jeff Gent’s property 
next door. According to Cogdal, Gent’s 
is also certified green lumber. He added, 
“There’s a lot of ripe hardwood on the 
island. After 75 years it should come 
out. Otherwise it starts to rot.” 

find that someone had broken down their 
door with an ax or hatchet, taken some 
items, and vandalized the property exten-
sively, making a significant mess.

“We suspect they’re all tied together 
due to the use of the hatchet, the loca-
tion, and the timing,” Chief Criminal 
Deputy Will Reichardt told the Tide. 
However, there are so far no suspects.

Second car thief sentenced
Bryan Yates, one of two men charged 

with the theft of two vehicles on Guemes 
last November 12, pled guilty in Skagit 
County Superior Court on June 17. The 
19-year-old was sentenced to 60 days’ jail 
time (some of which may be served as 
“partial confinement”), $2,000 in victim 
restitution, and $600 in court costs.

Yates and another man, Charles  

Dillon Whitney, stole two vehicles 
from the ferry parking lot on the is-
land, wrecking one. Whitney pled 
guilty April 16 and was also sentenced 
to jail time, restitution, and court fees.

Mailboxes raided
On August 24, some outgoing mail 

was stolen from several mailboxes on 
Guemes Island Road. It’s a common 
rural crime, says Reichardt. “If you’re 
going to mail bills, checks, or other 
important things,” he says, “don’t put 
them in your roadside mailbox—take 
them to a regular, secure mailbox or 
postal center.”

Generally, Reichardt pointed out, 
property crimes on the island have 
been few in recent months. “It’s been 
pretty quiet out there,” he said. 

Crime Roundup
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Beachcombing
with Win Anderson 

Here’s a short historical quiz.
1. Name the two Guemes Islanders 

who ran against each other for a posi-
tion in the state legislature in the 2008 
election. 

2. Name the first Guemes Islander 
who served in the state legislature and 
the year he was elected.

3. How many official post offices 
have there been on the island?

4. The original ferry Guemes served 
the island for:

a. 10 years
b. 20 years

5. The Sloan Shipyard on Guemes’s 
south shore laid the keels for five wood-
en transports in 1918. How many men 
were employed?

a. 150
b. 300

6. Name the man who donated land 
for the Ladies’ Social Club Hall and the 
Community Church in 1914.

7. The island’s first school was locat-
ed ¾ mile east of the Landing in 1873. 
The second school was on land donated 
by the Edens family at the crossroads in 
1885. When did it close? 

8. Public electricity came to Guemes 
in 1949. When did telephone service 
first arrive? 

9. The Samish Tribe hosted some 
4,000 Indians for The Last (regional) 
Potlatch of the Puget Sound on West 
Beach in what year?

10. When was the volunteer Guemes 

Island Fire Department formed?
	 a. 1910
	 b. 1946
	 c. 1963
11. Name the editor of the island’s 

first newspaper, The Tillikum.

Answers
1: Trick question. The answer is the 

same as it’d be for this year: Green Party 
challenger Howard Pellett and Demo-
cratic incumbent Jeff Morris. Morris 
grew up on Guemes and now lives in 
Mount Vernon.

2: John Edens, 1883. He also served 
a term in the state senate.

3: Four: O’Bryant, Mangan, Black-
inton, Gilkey.

4: d. 40 years.
5: c.  600 men
6: Jack Kidd. He also served on the 

board that resurrected the original ferry 
Guemes after World War I. 

7: The school closed in 1963 and was 
demolished 10 years later when the land 
was preserved as Schoolhouse Park.

8: 1908.
9: 1880. The waterways from which 

the potlatch drew participants are now 
formally named the Salish Sea, stretch-
ing from Desolation Sound in Canada 
to southern Puget Sound.

10: c. 1963.
11:  Charley Gant. He also pub-

lished The Beachcomber into the 1920s.
Want to know more? Join the 

Guemes Island Historical Society the 
second Monday of each month, 7:30 
p.m., at the Church. 

Mike Stamper, Guemes Island fire 
chief, announced on July 15 that a burn 
ban was in effect for the island. The ban 
prohibits all burning except for recre-
ational fires, which are those used for 
cooking and pleasure and consist only 
of charcoal or firewood. All recreational 
fires must meet the following criteria:

•	Fires must be in an enclosure that’s a 
minimum of 16 inches high, no wider 
than three feet across, and made of ce-
ment block, stones, or #10 gauge steel.

•	Burned materials must be kept lower 
than the sidewalls of the enclosure.

•	A charged garden hose or two five-
gallon buckets of water must be on site.

•	Fires must be 25 feet from any 
standing timber and there must be no 
tree branches within 15 feet above the 
enclosure.

•	At least one person 16 years of age or 
older who is capable of putting the fire 
out must be in attendance at all times.

The Fire Department will be enforc-
ing these restrictions without excep-
tion, Stamper said. Debris-burning fires 
are not allowed until further notice. 
Stamper expects the ban to be in effect 
until sometime in October. He does not 
anticipate that a complete ban will be 
necessary this year because of adequate 
moisture levels in fuels. The Washington 
Department of Natural Resources deter-
mines moisture levels and recommends 
the level of any ban.  

Burn Ban in Effect

c. 30 years
d. 40 years

c. 600
d. 1,000
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When was Guemes’s first Fourth of July parade held? No one seems to know for sure. According to Gertie Howard’s Guemes 
Gleanings, the island’s first documented Fourth of July celebration took place on South Shore Road, near the Wilfong place (now 
owned by the Fred Mills family) in 1876. However, it isn’t known whether a parade was involved.

Thanks to Tim Wittman for help with historical research.

The Fourth Through History

The first Independence Day photo we’ve seen 
is the one above, taken in 1894 at an unknown 
location on the island. Were these costumes 
and flags part of a parade? (Photo and ref-
erence from Chechacos All: The Pioneering of 
Skagit, ed. by Margaret Willis; Mount Vernon: 
Skagit County Historical Society, 1973)

The photo at right, tak-
en in 1938 on North 

Beach, is the first hard 
evidence we could 
find of a Fourth of 

July parade on the is-
land. (Photo courtesy 

Guemes Island Histori-
cal Society)

At right is another North 
Beach 4th of July parade, 

probably from 1940, showing 
that equestrians got involved 
early on. Pictured are Martha, 

Charles, and Mark Gilkey of 
North Beach. (Photo courtesy 
Guemes Island Historical Soci-

ety, Lloyd Brown collection)

Celebrating the Fourth of July,
Guemes Style
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Mike and Anne Jackets Move On

A Note from Howard Pellett
Dear friends and neighbors,
I regret not being able to attend Anne and Mike’s Soup Supper farewell, so am sharing my comments here.
I’m not sure exactly when Anne appeared on the peace vigil scene on Guemes, but I believe it was shortly after an alter-

cation between another Guemian and myself. It would be in Anne’s character to stand with me as a true witness to main-
taining peace. She participated for a number of years and was a real asset. Anne not only lived the peace that she articulated, 
but also added a goodly dose of intelligent conversation and good cheer to what otherwise was a rather bleak, lonely vigil. 

I’m also uncertain of the date Anne left the Guemes peace vigil. I’m sure that she moved on to other equally worthwhile 
ventures. I do know that I missed her cheery demeanor and our great discussions. 
However, Anne had started participating in the peace vigil at 12th and Commer-
cial that she still faithfully attends. 

One thing that stands out is Anne’s positive approach to the vigils. Instead of 
being against something, she wanted to be positive, so her sign reads “Peace Pro-
moter.” Combine the sign, the smile, and the enthusiasm, and you have to won-
der why everyone who knows her isn’t working towards peace.

Long live Anne Jackets! May her efforts on behalf of peace continue until 
“peace breaks out.” 

—Howard Pellett

By Holiday Matchett
Soon after Independence Day, island 

residents had to face the reality of their 
independence from the daily dedica-
tion of Mike and Anne Jackets, Gueme-
sians extraordinaire. The Jacketses have 
moved to Anacortes.

A July 6 Soup Supper was set aside 
to allow friends and neighbors to show 
their appreciation to the Jacketses. 
Many who spoke highlighted the cou-
ple’s many contributions to island life 
with humor and sadness. As little Danni 
Lynne Snell wrote in her card, “Dear 
Anne, you crack me out.”

One of Anne’s most public areas of 
service was as co-president of the Com-
munity Council for three terms. During 
this time she was instrumental in rais-
ing funds for such projects as paying off 
the debt for the Hall and the construc-
tion of the handicap bathroom. Guemes 

Connects is another brainchild she 
has helped develop cooperatively.

Her interest and dedication in 
recycling has shown her to be both 
a “doer” and an excellent persuader 
of others to her cause. Her project to 
build a permanent recycling station 
on Guemes is left for her friends to 
carry on under the winning banner of 
“Guemes Collects.” 

She also carried this torch to Ana-
cortes by introducing a way to recycle 
plastic film (plastic bags and the like) 
there, just as she did on Guemes. 

Mike, a person who is always there 
when he’s needed, is well known for his 
many different kinds of rescues. His tal-
ents as a handyman and “Jack-of-many-
trades” became legendary after he built 
an electric car from the ground up. The 
island will find him irreplaceable—es-
pecially since he has the inside scoop on 

how to keep the appliances running in 
the Church and the Hall, and has been 
instrumental in the operations of the 
Cemetery.

Both individually and as a couple, 
Mike and Anne have left a large “heart-
print” on Guemes that will continue to 
nurture a variety of good works they set 
in motion during their many years of 
service to our community. 

Fall Festival
At This Year’s

David Smith original 
blown glass seashells, glass light-
ing, drinking glasses, ornaments, 
starfish paper weights, and busi-
ness card holders

Lon  
Clark master-
fully blown vases 
along with whimsi-
cal figures and 
glass barnacles.

displaying porcelain bowls, platters, 
mugs, vases, bird feeders, bells, and 
floral jewelry

Julie deRouche

On Guemes
September 4th



The Guemes Tide     September 2010     15      

Edens Road Raised to Prevent Flooding

By Edith Walden
On August 17, the Skagit County 

Board of Commissioners met to hear 
public comments about the Public 
Works Department proposal to return 
South Shore Road to two-way traf-
fic, narrowed to one lane at six places. 
Commissioners will make their decision 
on or before September 7.

Forrest Jones of Traffic Operations 
presented the proposal, citing the his-
tory of erosion and deterioration of the 
road and mapping the proposed signage 
and turnouts. A representative from the 
South Shore Road Advisory Commit-
tee stated the committee’s unanimous 
approval for adopting the proposal, 
adding that the desire for a return to 
two-way traffic was a high-priority issue 
for many who had attended the com-
mittee’s public meetings. Six islanders 
spoke in favor of the proposal, citing the 
dangerous winter road conditions on 
Edens Road and the east leg of South 
Shore Road; the current danger of con-
struction trucks and other cars that are 
traveling the wrong way along the road; 
the recent confusion by first respond-
ers who took extra time to drive around 
Edens Road to reach a medical emer-
gency close to the ferry landing; and the 
waste of gas and release of unnecessary 
emissions for the extra mileage required. 
One islander spoke in favor of postpon-

ing two-way traffic until the county 
could build a full, new south lane. The 
county had received at least seven other 
letters of support for the proposal.

Six letters had been submitted by 
islanders who favor keeping the traffic 
one-way and retaining the bicycle/pe-
destrian lane in order to prevent faster 
deterioration of the road and mitigate 
safety hazards. One islander suggested a 
compromise of making traffic two-way 
just to Chestnut Lane.

If the two-way proposal is adopted, 
County Engineer Robert McGaughey 
indicated, it would take several weeks 
to engineer the signage. He predicted 
that work, including blacking out the 

Commissioners Review Two-Way Traffic for South Shore Road
thick white line, could begin the first of 
October, depending on weather. When 
he was reminded of the ferry haulout at 
that time, he indicated that he would 
try to have the work done sooner. It is 
probably coincidental that he was fired 
that afternoon (see story on page 3).

In related news, Skagit Surveyors, 
contracted by the county, began their 
field work to locate and map existing 
rights-of-way along South Shore Road 
and are expected to finish by the end of 
September. Regrading the road near the 
S curve to improve surface-water drain-
age is complete. 

Construction to raise 
Edens Road 12 inches 
at its lowest point began 
August 19 and paving 
was completed August 
27. The road was raised 
along an approximate 
length of 900 feet, and 
two 18-inch culverts 
were installed to allow 
cross drainage under the 
road. 

To reduce the impact 
of large trucks taking up 
space during regular ferry 
runs, contractor Strand-
berg Excavation was 

required to haul aggregate and asphalt 
materials when normal runs would 
not be affected; the only beneficial 
tides were between 2:00 and 6:00 a.m. 
Empty trucks, each weighing 35,000 
pounds, returned to the ferry via Edens 
Road so as not to exceed the weight 
limit on South Shore Road. One lane of 
Edens Road remained open during the 
project, although there were minor  
traffic delays during construction. 
Strandberg completed the work well 
within the 30 working days they were 
allotted by contract. 

Raising Edens Road was a high-
priority recommendation by the South 
Shore Road Advisory Committee. A crew prepares Edens Road for paving.
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By Karen Everett
“Oh look, honey, there goes the Mc-

Crackens’ pterodactyl,” comments my 
husband, Billy, from the deck of our 
North Beach home. He’s referring to the 
giant, prehistoric-looking bird soaring 
so close you can almost feel the wind 
off its wings. It’s our next-door neigh-
bors Phil and Anne McCracken’s “pet” 
great blue heron. The bird’s resemblance 
to the extinct flying reptile is uncanny. 
And that he’d be a “pet” in any sense of 
the word is unreal.

Big Bird arrived “nearly dead,” ac-
cording to Phil, in December of 1997, 
foraging for goldfish in their little front-
yard pond. Phil laid out four bait her-

rings, the heron gobbled 
them up—and Big Bird 
has pretty much lived with 
them ever since. “We fig-
ured he hatched that very 
summer, because he was 
small,” says Anne. “We feed 
him shellfish or fish once or 
twice a day.”

Herons aren’t picky eat-
ers; they’re famous for wolf-
ing down everything from 
fish to mice to snakes. But, 
says Anne, “We’ve found 
out he doesn’t like scallops. 
Or cornbread.” 

Billy recalls that in the 
1960s through the ’90s, 
you might see one heron 
on the tideflats. Now, there 

are about 20 of them. The McCrackens 
are pretty sure Big Bird is the father of 
the new colony.

“When the tide is low in the sum-
mer, we don’t see him because he has 
food,” says Anne. “But when the tides 
are high, or in the winter, he’ll sleep in 
the tree next to 
our house. He 
‘stalks’ us in the 
mornings for his 
food. He prances 
back and forth 
outside our bed-
room window 
between 6:00 
and 7:00 a.m., 
and if we don’t 
get up and feed 
him, he’ll do a 
few fly-bys, just 
to remind us he’s 
there.” 

I’m not sure 
whether Phil and Anne are better 
known for their artistic tendencies or for 
their love of all creatures wild. Over the 
years Billy remembers the McCrackens 
having a pet owl, a spider monkey that 
telegraphed up and down the power 
lines, and a baby deer named April, first 
found floundering by Billy’s sister, Susie 

“Big Bird” of North Beach

The heron dubbed “Big Bird” looks quite at home 
in the McCrackens’ yard.
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rumor that the deer, as well as a skunk 
(deodorized), slept in their bed back in 
the day! 

Phil, a world-famous sculptor, has 
has created two works related to Big 
Bird: Ascension, a life-sized heron in ce-
dar, and Heron Poem, blue mussel shells 
inlaid into a cedar plank. For the latter, 
Phil was inspired by the “mumblings” 
he hears from Big Bird in their tree—
which are quite different, says Anne, 
from the “squawk” or “shriek” normally 
heard from herons. 

Anne and Phil both agree that the 
heron is not your normal animal-king-
dom “friend.” Wisely, they have not 
attempted to touch it or lure it into 
their house over all these years. After 
all, they’ve heard the story of two men 
trying to band a heron for tracking; the 
heron didn’t like it and fatally drilled 
into one of the bander’s skulls.

However, Big Bird would appreci-
ate any donations of freezer-burned 
fish. “We used to be able to go to the 
fish outlet by Bow and get salmon for a 

dollar a pound,” says Phil. “But now it’s 
really expensive to feed him.” To donate 
food to Big Bird, contact the McCrack-
ens at heronm@cablerocket.com or 293-
6626. After all, how many opportunities 
do you get to support wildlife, art, the 
human-animal bond, and prehistoric 
birds all at once? 

Phil’s artwork Heron Poem was inspired by the bird’s “mumblings.”

Not-Just-Dog Island Pets
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By Thea LaCross
You’ve probably heard stories like 

this: a longtime islander loses a spouse 
and finds her home too high-mainte-
nance and expensive to keep up alone. 
An energetic young person with skills 
to share doesn’t have a lot of cash to pay 
rent. A retired couple wants to travel 
more but has concerns about home 
maintenance and pet care. Guemes-
raised off-islanders want their own chil-
dren to be able to grow up near island 
grandparents. 

Until now, islanders who’ve needed 
to find a different place to live or to 
modify their living arrangements have 
had to depend on word of mouth, post-
ing a notice in the usual places, or just 
being in the right place at the right 
time. Folks who would have loved to 
stay on the island, and whom the island 
would have liked to see stay, were forced 
to cross the Channel to meet their hous-
ing or living needs.

With that in mind, a group inspired 
by ideas from Guemes Connects met 
this summer to explore the need for a 
low-key, phone-based clearinghouse that 

New Group Seeks to Foster
Connections for Guemes Housing 

could match people who have housing 
to rent or share with people who need 
a place to live. The group, provisionally 
known as Housing Connections, is clear 
that its function would be just to make 
the connection—all agreements, vet-
ting, and the like must be made directly 
between the parties involved. Still, an 
initial quick survey revealed a number 
of potentially available houses and share 
opportunities, as well as a number of 
people whose current island residences 
don’t meet their needs.

The next step is to move beyond 
informal surveys and put the question 
to the community at large: Would you 
like to put an empty house, cottage, or 
even a room to use? Would it be useful 
to share your space with someone else? 
Do you need a different place to live on 
Guemes? Could making this informa-
tion more accessible help us maintain a 
strong and diverse community?

To answer some of these questions, 
or for more information about the 
Housing Connections project, call Ron 
Knowles at 588-9922. 

•	Cars & pickups- some good, some not 
•	3 utility trailers 
•	60’ Single wide live-in trailer w/fold 	

       out rm. 
•	16’ aluminum boat, motor & trailer 
•	16’ steel life boat 
•	8’ Livingston boat 
•	Backhoe, Cat, good 
•	Cat bulldozer D4H, good 
•	Cat crawler loader 977H, good 
•	Fuel tanks 250-1000 gallon 
•	50 gal. drums 
•	Misc. chains & cables 
•	Tools, hand & power, mech. & wood 
•	Shed, approx 12 x 12 
•	Chainsaws 
•	Dirt bike, Honda CR125R 
•	Arc welder- trailer mounted 
•	Pumps- various 
•	Landscape rocks, all sizes 
•	Fridge, washer, dryer 
•	Riding mowers 
•	Concrete mixer 
•	Weed eaters 

EXCESS STUFF SELL OFF  

All at DOWNUNDER GUEMES.  
CALL, COME BY, INSPECT,  

ACCEPT MY PRICE OR MAYBE I’LL 
ACCEPT YOURS & 

 HELP YOU MOVE IT IF NECESSARY.  
CALL JEFF AT 293-6346

Becky’s
House, Garden, & Pet Watch

Worry Not. I’ll watch ‘em, feed ‘em, walk ‘em, water 
‘em, eradicate your slugs, and dead-head your annuals  
while you are away, even for a day.            References.
Becky Stinson 770-6037     riverheart@earthlink.net 

By Judith Horton
This community meeting was held 

on August 28 as the Tide was going to 
press. In October we’ll report more on 
the issues addressed. 

Those present included County 
Commissioners Sharon Dillon, Ken 
Dahlstedt, and Ron Wesen; Peter 
Browning, health department director; 
Chief Criminal Deputy Will Reichardt; 
and Planning and Public Services De-
partment Director Gary Christensen. 
Public Works was represented by Paul 
Randall-Grutter, engineering division 
design section manager; Dan Berentson, 
natural resources division manager; and 
Rachel Beck, interim ferry manager.

The department officials each gave 
brief reports, highlighting current proj-
ects and challenges, including the iden-
tification of septic tanks and wellheads 
(Browning) and current Guemes road 
projects (Randall-Grutter).

Nine County Officials Meet With Guemes Community
Public comments and questions 

were delivered in a lively, coherent, and 
(mostly) positive manner, and the de-
partment officials responded in kind. 
Among the key discussions:

• Coordinating the ferry schedule 
with the SKAT bus and making wheel-
barrows available in the K street lot

• Anne Jackets’s permanent recycling 
structure on the island

• Ferry service, including chronic 
lateness, the lack of mop-up runs, and 
the role union interests and regulations 
may be playing in these and other ferry-
related issues

• The 10-12 weeks of foot-passen-
ger-only service during dock upgrades. 
Mike Gwost presented a new construc-
tion plan that would require much less 
down time. According to Randall-Grut-
ter, adopting a new plan at this point 
might push the project back to 2012 
due to the lengthy approval process. 
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•  in memoriam •

Margaret “Maggie” Christine Floe, a 
longtime summer resident of West Shore 
Road, died August 12 in Seattle. 

Margaret was active as a volunteer at 
Northwest Hospital. She was a mem-
ber of Zeta Tau Alpha sorority, valued 
her friendships with her “Golden Girls,” 
and treasured 
the time she 
spent at her 
Guemes Is-
land second 
home.

Her hus-
band Joswald 
“Joe” Floe 
preceded her 
in death in 
1993. Survi-
vors include 
sons Warren 
Floe of Marysville and Martin (Annie) 
of Lynnwood, and five grandchildren.

Services were held August 18 at Ever-
green Washelli Funeral Home in Seattle. 

Madge Welch died July 24 in Ana-
cortes.

She was born May 18, 1922, to 
Norman and Emme Hastings in New 
Zealand, where she grew up on a dairy 
farm. She met American serviceman 
Bob Hogan there while he was on R&R 
from World War II duty in the South 
Pacific. They were married in 1943, and 

The trial of Charles Feld on three counts of attempted first-degree murder, first-
degree arson, first-degree assault, and unlawful firearms possession has been post-
poned to November 2. Feld is being held in Skagit County jail until trial. 

Feld Trial Postponed

Margaret FloeMadge Welch
after the war they started a family in 
Wenatchee. 

After 10 years they drifted apart, and 
Madge met Jackson Welch, whom she 
married in 1955. They lived in Yakima 
and purchased their South Shore Drive 
home on Guemes in 1968, moving here 
full time in 1972. 

Madge was active in the Community 
Church, holding various offices includ-
ing president of the Church board. She 
was an avid bridge player and loved to 
travel. She was also actively involved in 
the lives of her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Husband Jack preceded 
her in death.

Survivors include sons Bill (Robbi) 
of Anacortes and John of California, five 
grandchildren, and three great-grand-
children.

Services were held at Guemes Island 
Community Church with Rev. Joan 
Henjum officiating. She was buried at 
Edens Cemetery. Arrangements were in 
care of Evans Funeral Chapel. 

Winter weather and heavy 
tides brought the usual de-
bris up on the Seaway Hol-
low beaches. When the Griggs 
family performed their ritual 
cleanup in front of their home, 
father John pitched a pile of 
large pebbles where son Steve 
was raking. A huge agate was 
in that pile. Steve reports, “It’s 
taken me 30 years to find the 
biggest agate I have ever seen 
on a beach with big rocks.” He 
challenges islanders to top this 
find on a Guemes beach. 

Agate Challenge Issued 
From Seaway Hollow

Bette Lee Thompson, 88, a long-
time resident of Upland Drive, died Au-
gust 22 at Island Hospital. A full obitu-
ary will appear in the October Tide. 
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Did You Know . . .
. . . that Skagit County has a 

webcam pointed at the Anacortes-
side ferry dock, so you can watch 
the ferry come and go? There’s a link 
on LineTime’s home page (www.
linetime.org), in the right column.  
A new image is sent about every 30 
seconds (click “Refresh image”).

. . . the Guemes Library has re-
placed its 10-year-old computer with 
a high-performance computer (8GB 
RAM, 1TB hard drive, with a 21" 
LCD monitor)? Library patrons may 
also use the free Wi-Fi service and 
the new color inkjet printer to copy, 
print, scan, or fax (local only) mate-
rial. These services are currently free 
of charge, but the Library does not 
intend to provide high-volume ser-
vice. Wireless computers can connect 
directly to the printer. To save paper, 
the printer automatically prints dou-
ble-sided copies.

. . . temperatures of 90 and 92 
degrees broke records on Guemes 
August 14 and 15? The high on the 
14th beat a record of 87 degrees for 
the same day in 2002. The next day 
a record that stood for 68 years was 
bested by two degrees. 

Helpful Facts About 
Island Life

New Volunteer 
Firefighter Hired

Justin James, 27, became the latest 
recruit for the Guemes Island Fire De-
partment in April. Along with Olivia 
Snell, he is attending the tough and de-
manding 12-week course at the Skagit 
County Recruit Academy to become a 
Firefighter 1.

James came to the island in 2008. 
He received a B.F.A. in Digital Media 
from the University of Georgia, where 
he had been employed as the assistant 
director of the Visual Resource Library. 
He now works doing landscaping, con-
struction, computer assistance, and 
graphic design.

“I wanted to help people out on 
the island and possibly explore a new 

career,” James said of his reasons for 
joining the department. James also vol-
unteers as a cook for the Men’s Break-
fast, as a librarian at the Guemes Island 
Library, as a member of the Guemes 
Island Historical Society, and as a de-
signer and layout artist for The Guemes 
Tide—he designed the paper’s “flag” 
(front-page logo). 

Imagine life beyond your wildest dreams… 
Experiencing each day as new and unique, free from the constraints and 

limitations of the past… full of possibility, self-expression, and aliveness; with the 
freedom to make a difference for ourselves and others.

The Top 5 Benefits over 90% of individuals report after participa-
tion in The Landmark Forum, Landmark Education’s flagship course, 

are: 

•		 Effectiveness in relating to others 
•		 Personal productivity 
•		 Making the right choices/pursuing what is important to you 
•		 Confidence 
•		 Living life fully 

Which of these benefits would make a difference in your life? 

A FREE Introductory Session is available to find out more about this 3 ½ 
day program on the following date, time and location:

Saturday, September 18, 2010
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Best Western Cotton Tree Inn
2401 Market Street, Mount Vernon

			    
This Event is sponsored by the Skagit Valley Scholarship Program

For more information visit www.landmarkeducation.com or call A.M. Noel, 206/545-3730.
Seating is limited.

 

Recruits James (left) and Snell on top of 
the academy’s training tower



Looking Back
(From the files of the Guemes Island Historical Society)

Want the Tide to flow into your 
mailbox? Subscriptions are $20  

per year (10 issues). Our address is 
on page 2.

Five Years Ago 
Headline: Ferry Rates Climb, State 

Help Sought; “The 61 percent fare in-
crease raised a bellow of protest. . . .”

Fired ferry skipper Pat Hoyland-
Smith, denied state unemployment 
compensation, dropped her grievances 
with the county in return for a lump 
sum of $74,000 based on salary and 
earned retirement benefits.

—The Evening Star, September 2005

Ten Years Ago
Ernie and Paulette Clayton rescue 

the Lamoreux family from the 40-foot 
yacht Whiskers as it burned off Cypress 
Island. Paulette is the daughter of John 
and Connie Martinis of West Shore 
Road. 

Andy Thorneycroft named Citizen 
of the Year.

Concrete slab poured for the Murray 
Read Pavilion at Schoolhouse Park.

—The Evening Star, September 2000

Fifteen Years Ago
Commissioner Bob Hart takes the 

initiative in expediting the purchase 
of Port of Anacortes property for the 
Guemes ferry parking lot at 6th and K.

Former Fire Chief Felix Edmund 
called from retirement by commission-
ers to oversee maintenance of rolling 
equipment at the Fire Hall.

Don Taylor relates the classic tale of 
the flying dog Towser. (This tale is to be 

retold next issue —Ed.). 
Community Center gets new heat-

ing system. 
—The Evening Star, September 1995

Fifty Years Ago
Classes were continued for 15 stu-

dents in grades one through three at 
Guemes School on the recommendation 
of Superintendent Henning after a wa-
ter chlorinator and building repairs were 
authorized.

—Anacortes American, June 9, 1960

Ninety Years Ago
Headline: Ferry to Run
“The news, bringing the glad intel-

ligence to the effect that the big (6-car) 
ferry Guemes is again to resume her run, 
‘Comes Like a Benediction which fol-
lows after Prayer,’ and acts as Balm of 

Gilead to cure our sea sick souls.” (The 
county commissioners had agreed to a 
subsidy of $250 a month for six months 
and $200 per month for the following 
six months.)

“The work of destroying the two 
unfinished ships at the Guemes Island 
yards is proceeding slowly. The Huns 
could have accomplished the work 
much quicker with a submarine.”

“PRUNES FOR SALE— I have 
a limited amount of fine prunes for 
sale at 4 cents per pound. Leave orders 
at Guemes Island Store. MRS. E.D. 
RINEHART.”

“FOR SALE— My five-acre place 
and bungalow on Guemes Island. 1 acre 
cleared, ideal berry land. $1,500. Wm 
E. EVERETT.”
—Charley Gant’s Guemes Beachcomber, 
September 22, 1920

The first M/V 
Guemes, also 
known as “the big 
ferry,” could car-
ry “four machines 
or two teams.” 
It was built in 
1917 to serve the 
Sloan Shipyard on 
Guemes until the 
yard went bank-
rupt at the end of 
World War I. The 

wooden boat was placed back in service in 1920, altered to carry up to six cars. 
It served for 40 years until replaced with the 12-car M/V Almar in 1960.
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