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By Edith Walden
If you’re a friend of Gerry Francis, 

you probably haven’t spent much time 
with him lately. That’s because, on Au-
gust 24, Gerry started a rigorous train-
ing program to become an emergency 
medical technician (EMT).

The Making of an EMT
not in class, he spends four to five hours 
a day studying his 1,566-page textbook.

A near miss, a new recruit
The Francises first moved to Guemes 

from Utah in 2004, when Gerry retired 
as a maintenance planner with Kimber-

ly-Clark. They construct-
ed their home on Samish 
Street in 2005. In Novem-
ber 2006, a storm threw a 
huge fir tree through their 
bedroom roof at 5:30 a.m., 
just missing Lorraine’s head. 
Gerry remembers the im-
pressive help they received 
from then Fire Chief Carl 
Meinzinger and fire vol-
unteers Bob and Nancy 
White.

In 2008, at age 66, Ger-
ry joined the Guemes Is-
land Fire Department after 
seeing a recruiting flyer. “I 
kinda got bored not doing 
anything,” he says.

Gerry passed the back-
ground check, the physical, 
the drug screening and the 
driving test, and graduated 
as class valedictorian from 
the challenging firefight-
er training at the recruit 
academy. “It was a lot of 

work for an older gentleman,” he says, 
adding, “It was a lot of work for young 
people, too.” Gerry is currently inter-
im assistant fire chief and has just re-
placed Felix Edmunds (who is retiring) 
as maintenance engineer.

Gerry has witnessed his share of 

medical trauma and bad industrial ac-
cidents in his stint with the Navy and in 
his foundry, mine, electrical, and manu-
facturing work. One work partner was 
electrocuted. “It’s not my first rodeo, as 
they say,” he notes with sadness.

He’s been the first responder to 
many medical emergencies on Guemes, 
too. However, protocol restricts what 
firefighters can do at a medical call. “It 
gets a little frustrating,” he says, “when 
you can’t really do anything.” And he 
worries about times when there are only 
two fire volunteers on the island.

Though he may already have been 
leaning toward EMT training, he cred-
its Chief Medical Officer Nancy White 
as his biggest influence. “She is a good 
mentor and role model and she’s en-
couraged me,” he says. “It’s an opportu-
nity to be able to help somebody.” 

He wryly adds, “It’s certainly not the 
money.”

Although training an EMT is ex-
pensive—it costs about $2,500 to 
$3,000, according to Fire Chief Mike 
Stamper—the participants are paid very 
little. Trainees receive $30 per day plus 
expenses for off-island events and $15 
for on-island drills. EMTs and firefight-
ers then get a whopping $3.00 each for 
every call they respond to. (There have 
been 39 medical calls on the island this 
year to date.)

A serious commitment
Like all EMT trainees, Gerry must 

finish his 150 hours of classroom train-
ing; read and study 40 chapters on top-
ics ranging from legal and ethical issues 
to patient assessment to toxicology to 
pediatric emergencies to helicopter op-
erations; pass 19 quizzes, 3 practical  
(continued on page 3)

Gerry works on—and passes—his practical exam on  
respiratory procedures and apparatus.

Through December 16, Gerry will 
continue to spend every Tuesday and 
Thursday night from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
and one Saturday a month at the Skagit 
County Recruit Academy in Mount 
Vernon. Wife Lorraine describes herself 
as an “EMT widow” because when he’s 
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Attention, Guemes young people: 
the Tide is seeking a writer to help us 
cover youth activities on the island. It’s 
also a chance to learn what it takes to 
produce a community newspaper.

Are you a good writer (or would 
you like to be)? Are you “in the know” 
about the activities and concerns of 
your peers? Outgoing? Willing to take 
pictures, conduct interviews, and ask 
questions? Creative enough to come 
up with story ideas of interest to island 
youth? Responsible enough to meet 
deadlines? Able to accept constructive 
guidance from your editor?

If so, write to us at editorial@
guemestide.org or call Judith Horton  
at 293-8374 (leave a message). 

Letters
The Tide welcomes letters from our 

readers sharing information and/or opin-
ions on any topic of interest to islanders. 
We reserve the right to edit for length, 
clarity, and appropriateness.

Offense taken
In reference to Win Anderson’s ar-

ticle regarding ferry matters on page 6 
of your September 2010 edition, I find 
very offensive the statement, “Unfortu-
nately, due to ADA requirements and 
eelgrass concerns, the ramp will have to 
be installed over the boat-launch ramp.” 
In other words, due to enforcement of 
United States civil rights law, boaters 
will be inconvenienced during the ferry 
outage. Oh my—that is a shame.

—Terry Ebersole
Win Anderson replies: Dear Terry, not 

my intended meaning, sorry you took of-
fense. I was reporting pertinent details as 
briefly as possible. If I could revisit that 
story I would have said: “In order to most 
efficiently comply with both the Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife and the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA) require-
ments, Skagit County Public Works will 
erect a temporary dock for the foot-pas-
senger ferry over the Guemes Island boat 
ramp. That the ramp will not be available 
to islanders is unfortunate, but the safety 
and well-being of all passengers is,  
of course, the county’s highest priority.”

(Editors’ note: The possibility that 
safety issues could arise from not having 
a boat ramp available on Guemes during 
the outage was discussed at the biannual 
ferry Public Forum. The county agreed to 
look into making the Cook’s Cove ramp 
available in case of emergencies.) 

A perfect balance
Thanks for asking for input. My 

wife and I are impressed with the qual-
ity of the Tide and hope you will be able 
to continue to publish for a long time! 
The stories are timely and interesting, 
and very well written. It appears to us 
that you have struck a perfect balance 
between human interest and news, all 
focused on residents and happenings of 
Guemes Island. 

The only suggestion we have is to 
consider continuing to publish proper-
ty transactions on the island. All in all a 
fine paper, one subscription that we will 
be happy to renew!

—Tom and Rosemary Murphy

Shocked (in a good way)
When a friend who lives on Guemes 

told me you were getting ready to pub-
lish a Guemes newsletter I thought, 
“Well, lots of luck.” I just thought that 
such a small community could not gen-
erate enough news to make this project 
worthwhile.

Well, you people showed me. I am 
shocked at what a good job you people 
have been doing. What a professional 
and interesting product you produce.

Now, something that has nothing 
to do with you. I see they have a live 
webcam on the Anacortes side of 
the ferry. Have they ever considered 
installing one on the Guemes side?

—Karen Byrd
Editors’ note: We haven’t heard word 

of any plans for a webcam on the Guemes 
side, but Interim Ferry Manager Rachel 
Beck encourages public input. You can 
reach her at rachelb@co.skagit.wa.us or 
through the Public Works Department at 
336-9400. 

The Tide Is Now on the Web!
The Guemes Tide has a brand-new website, located at www.guemestide.org. It 

features links for reaching our staff, information about subscriptions and adver-
tising, a brief history of the paper, free downloads of back issues, and more. 

Index Cable to Stay in Business
Matt Varhaug of Index Cable, the island’s provider for cable TV and Internet 

service, told the Tide that rumors of their demise are false. He still plans to improve 
Internet service by installing wireless equipment in the near future. Changing to a 
broadband system was recommended to him almost two years ago by the Guemes 
Island Internet/TV Advisory Committee. 

The Tide Is Seeking a  
Youth Writer
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In cooperation with the Guemes Is-
land Fire Department, Skagit 911 will 
test their new public-information dis-
semination system on a group of 10 
to 20 households in a Guemes Island 
neighborhood. The test is scheduled for  
early October. 

The Surf Simple system is designed 
to notify the public in the event of an 
emergency and to provide information 
and instructions as appropriate. Had the 
system been in place during the Charles 
Feld incident last spring, Skagit 911 
could have notified all or part of the is-
land about the incident and provided 
safety instructions specific to individual 
neighborhoods. 

The system can send messages to 
phones and cell phones and through 
the Internet in the form of voice mes-
sages, text messages, and/or e-mail. For 
the Skagit 911 staff, specifying a target 
group to receive messages can be as easy 
as drawing a circle around a geographi-
cal area on a computer screen.

Participants in the test will be noti-
fied in advance and will receive a test 
message through all the modes of com-
munication they are signed up for.

As the system comes online follow-
ing testing, residents and landowners 
in Skagit County will be able to sign 
up for any or all modes of notification. 
Those with landline phones are auto-
matically in the system. 

Our EMTs, from left to right:  Tom Fouts, Juby Fouts, Dave Wolf, Fire Chief Mike Stamper, 
Deb Bear, Nancy White, and Adam Veal; not pictured: Larry Pyke and Mark Spahr

MAKING OF AN EMT
(continued from page 1)

Skagit 911 to Test  
Emergency Notification  

System on Guemes
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exams, a final written and final skills test 
(trainees must be 80 percent correct on 
each test, quiz, or exam to pass); and 
work a 12-hour ambulance shift and 
a shift in a hospital emergency room. 
Then he’ll be eligible to take the nation-
al certification test.

His training won’t stop there. Chief 
Medical Officer Nancy White is in 
charge of the ongoing training and 
evaluation program for all EMTs, who 
must complete, and be tested on, six 
online training modules each year. Each 
EMT must pass a practical evaluation 
on the modules twice a year, must 
practice CPR and using the defibrillator 
twice a year, and must attend training 

on blood-borne and other pathogens 
once a year. Four additional nights 
of training are required, on top of 
monitoring equipment, checking 
personal medical bags, and participating 
in group reviews of each medical call.

“Time can have a major effect on 
a patient’s outcome,” says White, “so 
it is a great benefit to have medically 
trained responders as close as right next 
door. Guemes is fortunate to have this 
dedicated and compassionate team 
that responds anytime day and night.” 
Guemes is also fortunate that Gerry 
Francis isn’t bored anymore. 

Other Fire Department News
The burn ban has been lifted. GIFD 

has responded to 13 fires this year. 
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Community Update 

Birthdays
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Bud Strom turns 88 on October 3.
Ara Verbano turns 18 on October 5. 
Ian McCracken turns 4 on October 6. 
Jane Read turns 92 on October 7. 
Richard Nicolls turns 83 on October 11. 
Liam Ericsson Mast turns 15 on

October 15. 
Brenna Rae Perry turns 10 on  

October 16. 
Hunter Michael Danilson turns 11 

on October 18. 
Iona Moss-McLean turns 2 on

October 20. 
Nancy Ballard turns 95 on October 25. 
Audrey LaCross turns 87 and 

Shawna Nan Sparrow turns 17 
on October 28. 

Madison Grassi turns 18 on October 30.

Well-known island musician Re-
becca (Becky) Rodman presented the 
August 31 Soup Supper program on a 
subject dear to her heart: the history 
of violin-making. She learned the art 
in Cremona, Italy, from several well-
known luthiers (stringed instrument 
makers). She spoke of the importance 
of Antonio Stradivari, whose workshop 
created more than 1,000 instruments in 
his long (93-year) lifetime. More than 
600 are still known to be in existence. 
Becky displayed many of the parts and 
tools needed to make a stringed instru-
ment and showed slides of luthiers at 
work. She also discussed and played a 
violin and a viola that she made herself.

Becky is also learning to make bows 
and explained the bow’s importance 
to the instrument’s musicality. Bow-
making turns out to be as interesting 
as making instruments, incorporating 
Brazilian pernambuco wood, ivory from 
prehistoric mastodon tusks, and the tail 
hair of Mongolian stallions.

Tim Wittman’s group Cannery Row, 
shown playing at the Store on September 
12, is a family affair. Shown left to right 
are nieces Tessa and Ana Hobson, Tim, 
and sister and brother-in-law Pam and 
Greg Hobson.

Islander Ian Woofenden, Northwest 
coordinator for Solar Energy Interna-
tional (SEI) and senior editor for Home 
Power magazine, will lead a series of 
hands-on renewable-energy workshops 
on Guemes from October 9 to 30.

Ian and his large family have lived 
off-grid on Guemes for almost 30 
years, using photovoltaics and solar and 
wind power. SEI workshops held on 
Guemes give participants the unique 
opportunity to build actual renewable-
energy projects for island or regional 
homeowners or businesses. Part of 
the legacy of these workshops is that 
the island is home to more than 30 
renewable-energy-system sites, and Ian 
draws on this resource to provide daily 
opportunities for learning away from 
the classroom.

SEI Northwest also has a tradition 
of having a potluck dinner open to all 
islanders. This year’s potluck will be 
Friday, October 15, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Hall. This is an opportunity to share an 
educational evening with your island 
neighbors, renewable-energy users, and 
visitors from around the Northwest.

Renewable-Energy 
Workshops and Potluck

On October 3, Fiber Arts will 
resume with a potluck lunch, “show 
and tell” session, and yarn swap to kick 
off the season and as a nod to National 
Spinning and Weaving Week (October 
4 through 10). 

Bring your current work-in-progress, 
as well as some of your completed 
projects to show off and a potluck dish. 
Gather inspiration and ideas from oth-
ers. Are you stuck? This is an excellent 
place to find expert advice (or at least 
several opinions). Ready to de-stash? 
Bring your unwanted extra materials to 
the yarn swap.

Fiber Arts meets at the Hall (unless 
otherwise posted) the first and third 
Sunday of each month from 9:30 a.m. 
to around 1:00 p.m. It’s free and open 
to all.

Fiber Arts Restarts

Becky Rodman Is  
Instrumental at 

Soup Supper

Cannery Row  
Makes Music
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By Blaine LaCross
Spirits ran high at the fifth annual 

Camp Guemes, held the weekend be-
fore Labor Day at the Park and Mur-
ray Read Pavilion. The overnight family 
campout marked the end of summer 
Park Days. With a giant cardboard cas-
tle to build, boffers (foam-and-duct-
tape swords) galore, games, and the 
odd glow-in-the-dark soccer ball, both 
kids and parents came prepared for a 
great time—and it was!

Between castle construction, boffer 
battles, hide-and-seek tag in the dark, 
long chats by the fire pit, and the second annual Guemes Idol com-
petition, it’s a wonder that it all fit into one day. 

And what, you may ask, is Guemes Idol? It’s a parody of the TV 
show American Idol. Emcee Zander Woofenden kept things lively as 
contestants, ranging from Finn Olson (age 4) to brave parent Stella 
Spring (whose age we decided not to ask), took the stage to hum, 
sing, strum, or recite a favorite song or poem for an appreciative au-
dience. Tongue-in-cheek awards were presented.

After a pancake breakfast the next morning, young pirates, 
knights, and princesses headed back to the castle while some of the 
older kids and parents pitched in to give the Pavilion a good end-
of-summer cleaning. And everyone agreed—as we do every year—it 
was “the best campout yet!”

By Holiday Matchett
The success of the Fall Festival 

on September 4 was made more 
bountiful by the beautiful weath-
er, which also helped account for 
all the smiling faces. The displays 
of 28 artisans generated a lot of 
interest, as did the lure of famous 
Guemes homemade baked goods 
(yes, Win, there was pie) and the 
smell of caramelized onions from 
the hot-dog vendors.

The two youngest entrepre-
neurs, one selling felt slippers and 
the other her original “pup treats,” 

especially captured the spirit of the day. Through vendor space rentals and the sale 
of baked goods, hot dogs, T-shirts, lap quilts, and some of Agnes Ashback’s famous 
agates, the Guemes Community Church Women’s Fellowship netted $900 for the 
Betty Crookes Gold Scholarship Fund.

Break bread with friends and 
neighbors Tuesday nights at the Church 
and enjoy a program presented by a fel-
low islander (or sometimes one of their 
off-island connections). Soup is served 
starting at 6:00 p.m. 

Oct. 12: Julie deRouche, “The Largest 
Cod in the World, Newfoundland”

Oct. 19: Joan Henjum, “Spirit in 
Stroke, Coma, and Dementia”

Oct. 26: Carol Harma, “Print to Pixels”

A Festive Start for Fall

Report from Camp Guemes

October Soup  
Supper Topics
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The City of Anacortes has notified Interim Ferry Manager Rachel Beck that diago-
nal parking will not be allowed on 6th Street during this year’s haulout, nor can you 
park in any part of the ferry holding lane. Ferry users can continue to park in marked 
spots on 6th Street between I and M avenues, although the four westernmost parking 
spots on the north side of 6th Street are now permit parking only. Additionally, the 
Kiwanis Parking Lot at the top of the hill will keep its four-hour limit during the haulout. 

At press time, a number of islanders—including Ferry Committee member Glen 
Veal—were working vigorously to get the city to better address the situation. Keep an 
eye on www.linetime.org for updates.  

By Thea LaCross
With the next haulout fast approaching, it’s likely that more folks will need to 

use the loaner wheelbarrows that the ferry system provides. Interim Ferry Man-
ager Rachel Beck requests that wheelbarrows be left at the top of the ramp on the 
Guemes side and be returned to the Anacortes terminal. That’s where what Beck 
calls “wheelbarrow karma” comes in.

“Without attempting to set an official policy . . . if you have a free set of hands 
and you see wheelbarrows up at the top of the ramp, grab one and bring it across,” 
she suggested. “That way, maybe next time you need a wheelbarrow, there will be 
one waiting for you.” 

Skagit Transit will offer bus service 
on the island during the ferry haulout, 
October 4-19. The bus will pick up pas-
sengers on the nearest main road to 
their homes and take them to the fer-
ry parking lot from 7:00 a.m. to 6:15 
p.m. Monday through Saturday and 
7:30 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. Sunday. The bus 
will attempt to meet every arriving fer-
ry during those same hours for return 
trips. For service, call 770-0310 at least 
an hour before your requested pickup. 
(If there is no response, call 757-4433, 
press 1, and ask for dispatch.)

On the Anacortes side, Skagit Tran-
sit will continue to provide requested 
service (call 757-4433 one hour in ad-
vance) hourly on 6th Street and I  
Avenue. See www.skagittransit.org for 
route maps and schedules.

Petitions asking that the Guemes 
ferry terminal in Anacortes become a 
regular stop on Route 49 are posted on 
www.linetime.org and at the ferry ter-
minals. The deadline is October 15. 

By Win Anderson and Tide staff
At the Guemes Island Ferry Opera-

tions Public Forum on September 12, 
islanders had a chance to meet Hen-
ry Hash, the new Public Works direc-
tor (see story on page 13), and to voice 
concerns about a wide range of ferry-re-
lated issues. Also present to respond to 
questions were County Commissioner 
Ron Wesen, Interim Ferry Manager Ra-
chel Beck, Interim Construction Section 
Manager David Walde, Controller Ken 
Johnson, and Accounting Technician 
Jim Martin.

Representing the Dock Rehabilita-
tion Project—the reason for the long 
ferry outage next spring—were Proj-
ect Manager Jennifer Swanson, Design 
Consultant David Shearer, and Environ-
mental Consultant Ross Widener.

Many issues were familiar from the 
August 28 community meeting and last 
year’s ferry Public Forum. Other top-
ics on the agenda included updates and 
time-lines for ferry related projects, 
the ferry fare revenue report, and the 
2010/2011 work plan. 

High on the list of residents’ griev-
ances were charging islanders for “clean-
up runs” after the last ferry, the loss of 
the Friday and Saturday midnight runs, 
and cutting off the Sunday runs at 8:00 
p.m. However, Commissioner Wesen 
stated these items are unlikely to be re-
visited by the Board of County Com-
missioners until April 2011.

Beck did address the late ferry depar-
tures that became common this sum-
mer, although some in the audience 
were unconvinced by her explanations. 
In a recent interview with the Tide, she 
elaborated on why this has become such 
a problem even though the schedule was 
drawn up specifically to “professional-
ize” the system a few years back.

“This schedule was structured 
around a crew of four with a full-time 
purser,” Beck said. “This was the first 
summer since 2004 worked by a three-
person crew, with a midwatch brought 
in only for the highest-traffic days.” 
Since then more services have been add-
ed, such as taking credit cards, and safe-
ty policies have been upgraded—for  

example, now foot passengers and vehi-
cles are loaded separately.

And then there are the trucks. The 
day of this interview, the boat departed 
Guemes with a 75-foot-long double- 
dump rig, a 12-yard dump truck, the 
Store’s cube van, and a full load of cars. 
The crew filled every square foot of the 
ferry with literally inches to spare, but 
loading and unloading took extra time. 

Beck bristles at charges by some is-
landers that the crew is purposely slow-
ing down to justify rehiring a fourth 
person. “This crew is doing an excellent 
job,” she said. “They are dependable, 
loyal, honest, and professional.”

In other ferry news:
•	The two-week haulout has a firm 

schedule of October 4-19. The last 
scheduled run will be 8:00 p.m. on the 
3rd, with a return to service at 6:30 a.m. 
on the 20th, according to Skagit Coun-
ty Public Works. Passenger service will 
be provided by the Strait Arrow launch. 
•	The new terminal building will open 

on October 5. The structure is on time 
and budget, costing $750,000 provided 
by the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act. The contractor reports that 

Ferry Forum Addresses Multiple Topics

Bus Service During Haulout

“Wheelbarrow Karma”

Haulout Parking on the Anacortes Side

(continued on page 10)
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Whether you live here or you’re in from out of 
town, there’s nothing quite like spending the day 
on Guemes Island. 
Be sure to stop 
by and 
have a 
delicious 
meal with us 
here at 
Anderson’s 
General 
Store! 
And don’t 
forget to browse 
our assortment 
of local foods 
and products! 

open 7 days
m-f 8-7
sat 8-8
sun 8-7
293-4548
www.Guemes
IslandStore.com

proudly serving 
Guemes since 1998 

D
oub lescoop D

esign

Lovely Guemes Island

By Thea LaCross
The Guemes Island Community 

Center Association (GICCA) resumed 
monthly meetings on September 16 af-
ter a two-month summer break. The 
cost of the pre-meeting dinner was cov-
ered by private donations; thanks to a 
number of such donations, the dinners 
can continue until the end of the year 
without dipping into GICCA funds.

Vice President Leslie Tysseling re-
ported that board members continued 
their review of the bylaws this summer, 
with an eye to presenting recommenda-
tions at the October general meeting. 
The intent of the changes is to clarify 
the duties and responsibilities of board 
trustees and officers in light of current 
needs and resources. Also under delib-
eration is a return to a 7-member board, 
an action that does not require a change 
in the bylaws but for which community 
input will be requested.

Nominations for four expiring 
board positions (Howard Pellett, Yos-
sarian Day, Mark Linneman, and Mike 
Gwost) were officially opened. Nomi-
nations will be taken in person at the 
October meeting, and may be made 
via mail (5998 Dunthorne Road, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221) or e-mail (kfin@
earthlink.net) prior to October 21. 
Mail-in nominations must be accompa-
nied by a statement from the nominee 
that they consent to run.

In other business:
•	Seasonal maintenance projects were 

discussed, including a vote to have dan-
gerous limbs removed from trees near 
the Hall. The council also voted to have 
the hall roof, gutters, and downspouts 
cleaned. The ongoing Hall trim project 
could use more volunteers—contact Jim 
Nichol or any board trustee for details.
•	Jim Nichol reported that the School-

house Stage project is progressing, with 
preliminary drawings and engineering 
work underway. More information will 
be presented at a forthcoming meeting.

The next meeting will be at the Hall 
on Thursday, October 21, with a com-
munity dinner at 6:15 p.m. and busi-
ness session at 7:00. 

the grant to study the sole-source aqui-
fer and collecting data for it. Commis-
sioners requested that a better way be 
found to fund aquifer protection, per-
haps through a water protection district.

The commission asked 
the Board of Commission-
ers to expedite its approval 
of the plan and request-
ed that county staff work 
swiftly with the ferry Pub-
lic Forum to develop ser-
vice standards for the ferry. 

The commission fur-
ther called for the Guemes 
Island Planning Advisory 
Committee (GIPAC) to 
remain as a citizen body 
to partner with the county 
into the future.  

Islanders will have an-
other opportunity to sub-
mit written comments 
on the plan when coun-
ty commissioners meet 
to consider adopting it. A 
date has not yet been set.  

To view the commis-
sioners’ meeting online, see www.skagit 
.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view 
_id=2 and search for the Planning Com-
mission September 14 meeting. 

By Roz Glasser
On September 14, the Skagit Coun-

ty Planning Commission unanimously 
recommended that county commission-
ers approve the Guemes Island Subarea 

Plan. After reviewing more than 100 
pages of public comment, the commis-
sion retained the “should” language rec-
ommended by county staff for most of 
the proposed policies. This means that 
the county may act on these policies but 
is not required to do so. 

A few policies were changed to 
“shall,” requiring action. These include 
rezoning 222 acres in the Holiday Ram-
bler development north of Holiday 
Boulevard to 1 unit per 10 acres; lim-
iting building permits to 20 per year; 
banning removal of shoreline vegeta-
tion in erosion hazard areas; outlawing 
commercial aquaculture; barring min-
ing along shorelines; and prohibiting 
accessory dwelling units where chloride 
counts are too high. 

In discussing the aquifer protection 
policies, health department staff and 
commissioners praised Marianne Koo-
iman for her impressive work in getting 

Planning Commission, in Unanimous  
Vote,  Recommends Subarea Plan  

Approval with Conditions

The subarea plan includes a recommendation that a 222-
acre area north of Holiday Boulevard (shaded gray on 
map above) be rezoned to one unit per 10 acres.

GICCA Board 
Nominations Sought
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Beachcombing
with Win Anderson 

The Big Shutdown next spring 
comes just five years after the Big 
Haulout. You may remember it was an-
nounced in June of 2005 that the ferry 
would be out of service on September 
11 for 25 days of extensive repairs to the 
boat and the Anacortes dock. 

Preparations were made with-
out too much grumbling. Many resi-
dents figured they could Costco up for 
a little more than three 
weeks huddled at home. 
Or they could weather 
trudging down the beach 
to the tent shelter on the 
deck of the landing craft 
Warrior to get to school, 
work, or hard liquor.

But then funny things 
started happening. Parts 
were not available. Parts 
had to be shipped great 
distances. Parts came 
screwed up. Parts had 
to be hammered out by 
hand in remote country 
barns by Cockney black-
smiths. (OK, I made that 
one up.)

What I am not mak-
ing up is that three weeks stretched into 
TWO MONTHS, becoming what The 
Evening Star began calling “The Great, 
Historic, Never-Ending, Incredible 
Haulout of 2005.” 

Not only did the outage drag on, but 
also the Warrior crew discovered that the 
boat could not make a beach landing 
at certain low tides. At those times the 
launch Strait Arrow was called to serve. 

This T-shirt design by Jan Ebersole was produced as a fundraiser for the 
Guemes Island Historical Society.

But due to dock repairs on the south 
side, often the Arrow had to land at Cap 
Sante Marina. Remember that? The lo-
gistics were not amusing.

Meanwhile there were the details of 
getting propane, gasoline, and stores for 
the Store onto the island and garbage 
off. With Ferry Manager Steve Cox tear-
ing his hair over the incompetence of 
suppliers (thank you, Rolls Royce Can-
ada), Anderson’s Store stepped up to co-
ordinate the arrival and departure of all 
commercial heavy traffic (and some per-

sonal autos on a space-available basis). 
That involved finding a bulky landing 
craft available at a good tide, getting the 
vendors to adjust their schedules, load-
ing trucks either at Skyline or Wyman’s, 
and making another run for the pro-
pane trucks after their rounds. 

All in all, four private workboats 
were in use for passengers or freight at 
one time or another: the Pintail and  

Island Transport plus Strait Arrow and 
Warrior.

This time it will be different, but not 
necessarily a whole lot better. At least we 
have been warned well in advance and 
there will be a decent dock at each end. 
But the commute will be 45 minutes to 
and from Cap Sante Marina with the 
possibility of rough water at the “potato 
patch” rounding Cap Sante head. 

And speaking of the landing accom-
modations, the county has properly  
given priority to providing safe docking 

facilities for all passengers. 
In the last Tide (“Beck to 
the Future,” page 6) I made 
it sound as though the 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) and Fish 
and Wildlife requirements 
were placing an unneces-
sary burden on islanders 
who wanted to use the boat 
ramp during the outage. 

It was an insensitive 
choice of words for which 
I have been appropriately 
rebuked (see page 2). It was 
not my intent to imply that 
if we got rid of ADA ev-
erything would be peachy. 
I have long been a cham-

pion of ADA requirements. The 
act benefits all Americans in dozens of 
ways that we take for granted. Remem-
ber when there were no sidewalk curb 
ramps at corners? When public accom-
modations only “accommodated” those 
under 50 in good health?

And oh yes, islanders will find ways 
to launch their boats. Remember, there 
was no ramp on Guemes for at least the 
first 127 years of settlement. 
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A Taste of Guemes
Les Larsen, Chef for the Good

Grilled Wild King Salmon Crowned with Mussels

1. Preheat oven to 175°F and bring a gas grill to 425°F.
2. On a sheet of heavy-duty foil, spray a layer of canola oil. Place salmon, skin 

down, in the center, and fold the edges over. Set aside.
3. In the bottom of a steamer, place wine, 8 sprigs of dill, pepper, chopped 

shallots, garlic, most of the parsley, and then mussels. Steam until mussels are just 
opened (about 4-5 minutes). Remove mussels and place them in a warmed bowl in 
oven. Drain liquid through a strainer, pressing the solids. 

4. Grill salmon on direct heat for about 3 minutes, then move it to indirect heat 
for 3-5 minutes. Then move packet of salmon to warm oven.

5. Meanwhile, on a stove or grill burner, reduce the steaming liquid by half, to 
about ¾ c. Add the remaining chopped parsley and some dill to liquid; add ¼-½  c. 
cream and heat until it thickens slightly. Add squeeze of lemon just before serving. 

To serve, place salmon on a platter and cascade mussels over it. Drizzle cream 
sauce over top and garnish with sprigs of parsley and dill.

Canola oil spray
3 lb. filet of king salmon
2 c. Pinot Grigio or Reisling 

  white wine
1 bunch fresh dill (or 1 tsp. dried)
Crushed black pepper to taste
2 shallots, chopped

1 clove garlic, chopped
1 large handful chopped parsley  

              (keep 5 sprigs for garnish)
3 lb. Penn Cove mussels
½ c. heavy cream
½ tsp. salt (or to taste)
Squeeze of lemon

Les and Nancy contemplate their next feast.

By Karen Everett
Born in Chicago in 1937, Les Larsen 

grew up in a Serbo-Croatian family that 
loved strudel and whose large gatherings 
always featured whole pit-roasted lamb.

These experiences helped him realize 
how food can connect people—a real-
ization that’s stayed with him through 
decades of cooking for good causes.

Larsen is the retired headmaster-
cum-chef who, with wife Nancy, lives 
half of the year on Guemes Island and 
half in South Carolina. Their water-
front home on North Beach, which the 
couple designed and built in the early 
1970s, is what some islanders call the 
“tree house” on Guemes Island Road.

His food-rich heritage, combined 
with a college major in chemistry, laid 
a foundation for what he describes as “a 
serious interest in cooking.” But the tip-
ping point was when, for his 25th birth-
day while at seminary in Berkeley, some 
friends gave Les a full-fledged cocktail 
bar. Cooking for people came next, he 
muses—“to go with the bar, I guess.”

Soon after, Les met poet and muse 
Nancy, a young teacher from North 
Carolina, and “kidnapped her to the 
West Oakland Christian Parish.” In be-
tween community organizing and their 
careers in education, the couple would 
save up Les’s preacher’s salary so they 
could “eat at the best,” places like Chez 
Panisse, Paoli’s, Alexis, and the Blue 

Fox. It was in Oakland 
that Les began cooking 
to raise funds for pro-
grams in the poverty 
community. 

The couple’s next 
stop was Thacher 
School in Ojai, Cali-
fornia, where Les com-
bined teaching chem-
istry, preaching, and 
running a program 
for Los Angeles ghetto 
kids. “All that time, I 
always loved to cook,” 
says Larsen, “so I start-
ed cooking to raise 

money for good things such as scholar-
ship funds.” 

The Larsens moved to Seattle in 
1972 when Les accepted the position 
of headmaster at the prestigious Bush 
School. “I started doing what I call ‘fes-
tival cooking’ to raise money for the 
school and college scholarships,” he says. 
For $1,800, you could have an 8- to 
9-course dinner with live music—and 
with Nancy reciting poetry. 

The couple was introduced to 
Guemes Island by high-school dean 
Mary Pease, who still has a place in Sea-
way Hollow. While driving around, they 
met Murray Read’s brother Bill Read, 
who soon decided he’d love to have the 
Larsens as his neighbors. “He sold us 
our property for a song,” Les recalls.

In the early ’80s, while Les was still 
headmaster at Bush, the Larsens opened 
a restaurant on lower Capitol Hill. 
Named Panales (after their partner Pat 
plus Nancy and Les), it was a big hit, 
but after the building had to be shut 
down for repairs, the couple decided to 
sell. (The spot is now Rover’s, featuring 
chef Thierry Rautureau.)

The couple, who recently retired 
from heading the American School in 
El Salvador, spend much of their time 
in Camden, South Carolina, one of the 
oldest towns in the state. There, Nan-
cy’s brother Bob Allen restored historic 
houses. Les has cooked many dinners to 
raise money for the Committee for Cre-
ative Restoration.

Les and Nancy have no plans to slow 
down. And you can bet that wherever 
Les Larsen is in the world, he’s either 
learning or teaching—and of course, 
cooking for the greater good. 

Preparation time is 45 minutes; serves 6-8.
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By Judith Horton
As manager of Anderson’s Gen-

eral Store, Charlotte Clifton has been 
instrumental in initiating the Store’s 
“Bike Island” campaign, which kicked 
off in coordination with National Bike 
to Work Week on May 21. Clifton says 
she sees one of the Store’s functions as 
encouraging the use of alternative  

transportation, 
including bi-
cycles, both on 
and off the is-
land. 

To promote 
this concept, the 
Store staff, along 
with some island 
friends, tracked 
how many miles 
they traveled by 
bike or on foot 
(instead of by 
car) between 
May 21 and La-
bor Day. The 
Bike Island team 

logged a total of 3,189 miles, which 
they “donated” to Beat the Heat, a local 
nonprofit competing for a grant that the 
city of Anacortes will award at the end 
of the year for the most “alternative” 
miles traveled. 

Anderson’s has also teamed with 
Bikespot owner Nick Stowe to organize 
weekly family-friendly bike rides in  

Anacortes during the summer and a 
“last ride” on the South Shore Road 
bike lane on September 14, just before 
the road returned to two-way traffic. For 
that event, Nick led the ride with Char-
lotte and her family.

Clifton remarked that she knows 
many, especially families with young 
children, who were sad to see the bike 
lane go. According to Forrest Jones of 
Public Works, the final tally of written 
comments was 10 in favor of one-way 
to 12 for two-way (one of which was 
from 10 members of the South Shore 
Road Advisory Committee).

Clifton is also concerned about safe-
ty, especially since two of the one-lane-
only areas are near school-bus stops.

In pursuit of safe riding for cyclists, 
Clifton, representing the Store, is writ-
ing to both the city of Anacortes and 
to Skagit County requesting more bike 
lanes and “Share the Road” signs.

She adds, “These not only protect 
riders, but they’re also good for tourism, 
since there are more bike riders now 
than ever before.” 

“Bike Island” Promotes Alternative Transportation

By Edith Walden
On September 7, county commis-

sioners voted unanimously to change 
traffic on South Shore Road from one-
way to two-way, narrowed to one lane at 
six places. Following new Public Works 
Director Henry Hash’s “No reason to 
waste time” approach, on September 14 
county crews began sealing the road to 
cover the thick white centerline and the 
bike and pedestrian lane markings. Two 
days later, crews completed new strip-
ing and the installation of lane barriers 
and signs. (Two “Share the Road” with 
bicyclists signs are on order.) Striping on 
Edens Road was also completed.

At the hearing, Commissioner Dil-
lon, citing safety concerns and the 
preservation of the road, requested that 
trucks over six tons be permitted to 
drive only westbound on South Shore 
Road. Her motion prevailed. Commis-
sioners acknowledged that enforcement 

of traffic policies is a challenge on the 
island and asked that more enforce-
ment be requested, in addition to con-
stant monitoring of the road condition. 
Commissioner Dahlstedt asked Public 
Works to develop a plan for traffic sig-
nals in case of further road deterioration 
that might require road or lane closures.

Forrest Jones of Traffic Engineering 
told the Tide that his office has been no-
tifying all current heavy-truck permit 
holders, such as Waste Management, 
that they must continue to travel west-
bound only. New applications for over-
weight permits will be reviewed case by 
case. “Basically, we would prefer that no 
vehicles over 12,000 pounds travel on 
South Shore Road,” he said.

The one-lane sections of the road 
have yield signs facing in both direc-
tions. Jones explained that the vehicle 
already in the lane has the right of way.

Staff in his area are looking for al-
ternatives to block the unusable lane, 
including Jersey barriers (which tend to 
be too heavy), a cable system (provided 

it could be installed without too much 
pounding or drilling), or large barrels 
that could be permanently attached. The 
road striping will be repainted in about 
three to four weeks. 

Two-Way Traffic Returns 
to South Shore Road

Charlotte and fellow cyclists on the September 14 “last ride”

FERRY FORUM
(continued from page 6)
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the project employed 305 workers over 
the life of the job. 
•	The new direct path between the K 

Avenue and Railroad parking lots was 
due to open as the Tide went to press. 
•	The security camera system is online, 

with images of the landing taken every 
30 seconds (www.skagitcounty.net/ferry).  
•	A ticket-machine proposal that came 

in over budget is being reevaluated.
•	Bid proposals will go out this fall for 

the ferry-dock rehabilitation projects, 
tentatively scheduled for next spring, 
which include replacing the concrete 
bridges on both docks and resurfacing 
the entire parking area and holding lane 
on the Anacortes side. 







The Guemes Tide     October 2010     13      

By Edith Walden
Newly hired Skagit County Pub-

lic Works Director Henry Hash began 
work on August 25 and has already vis-
ited Guemes Island twice—once to ob-
serve South Shore Road and two days 
later to attend the ferry Public Forum, 
which he found productive.

In a recent interview with the Tide, 
Hash came across as calm, soft-spoken, 
and assured. He describes himself as a 
team player. “I like to partner with peo-
ple,” Hash says. “Public works depart-
ments haven’t in the past been very good 
working with people from very early 
stages. Then hard feelings develop. We 
have to bring everybody together from 
the beginning and then continue on. 
I’m hoping to bring this philosophy to 
the county.”

Born in Iran, Hash came to the U.S. 
during high school and earned his BS 
degree in civil engineering in Rhode 
Island and his MS degree in Manage-
ment and MS degree in Public Affairs/
Administration in Massachusetts. Most 
recently, he spent five and a half years as 
director of the Tulare County (Califor-
nia) Resource Management Agency, a 
consortium of six departments, includ-
ing public works.

Of the move to Skagit County, Hash 
says, “You get to a point where there are 
other things important in life. Money is 
important but it’s not at the top of the 
list. I have the background, experience, 

and education to help people—it’s my 
turn to pick where I want to go.”

One factor in the move is his wife 
Tina’s health. Asthma forced her to re-
main inside 87 days last year during 
air-quality alerts in Visalia, Califor-
nia, where they lived. Hash notes that 
there were no air-quality alerts in Skagit 
County during that time and adds that 
they’ve always wanted to come to the 
Pacific Northwest. He hopes to finish 

his career here and make a permanent 
home. (It will be another year before 
his family will join him; Tina is finish-
ing her RN degree, and they have two 
boys, one finishing his senior year in 
high school and the other his first year 
in college.)

He has no ferry management experi-
ence, but believes his job “isn’t to get in-
volved in everything, just to make sure 
people who are on the job know the job 
and are responding and moving in the 
right direction. I’m learning quick!” 

Priority issues for him on Guemes 
are ferry access, including looking for 
a simpler fare structure and procuring 
a ticketing machine, and working on 
South Shore Road improvement, in-
cluding searching for funding for ease-
ments and rebuilding. Even in tough 
times, he says, “the money is there, but 
the competition is very difficult—which 
project will benefit the most people?”

In setting goals for his department, 
Hash states emphatically, “We are one 
with the county; we want to pull in the 
same direction. We have great people 
here. I know there may have been some 
issues in the past, but we’ll work with 
them. This Board of Commissioners has 
been extremely supportive and I’m really 
thankful to them. My staff is supportive. 
We have everything it takes. My hope is 
that we can make this department the 
best it can be. No reason not to.” 

Island Hospital will provide blood 
tests to screen for vitamin D deficien-
cy on Tuesday, October 26, from 8:00 
to 11:00 a.m. for $45. Studies have 
shown that low levels of vitamin D 
may contribute to osteoporosis, can-
cer, and other health problems. Your 
results will be sent to you in the mail, 
and participants are urged to share the 
results with their healthcare providers. 
To make an appointment (required), 
leave a message at 299-1367.

For more information about vita-
min D, see the National Institute of 
Health’s Dietary Supplements website 
at www.ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets 
/VitaminD-Consumer.asp. 

Director Hash in his new office

New Public Works 
Director Speaks

Henry Hash Brings Fresh Energy 
to Department

Vitamin D Screening  
 Now Available
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Fourth-Generation 
Islander Weds

Brian Ashbach, son of Bud and 
Dawn Ashbach of Guemes Island, mar-
ried Lindsay Maughan, daughter of Wes 
and Kris Maughan of Lake Oswego, 
Oregon, on September 5 at the Halpin 
home on West Beach.

Guests enjoyed beautiful weather, 
dinner, and dancing. Guemes grooms-
men were Matt Ashbach, Peter 
Townsend, Adam Veal, Eric Veal, and 
David Bragg. Marissa Townsend was the 
flower girl. Lindsay’s brother Brandon 
Maughan officiated the ceremony. The 
couple enjoyed a honeymoon on Maui, 
scuba diving, surfing, and golfing.

Both Brian and Lindsay are gradu-
ates of the University of Washington. 
Brian is an attorney, working with 
his father at Ashbach Law Offices in 

Marysville and Everett. Lindsay begins 
dental hygiene school in late September. 
The couple resides in south Everett.

Brian is a fourth-generation Guemes 
Islander—twice over. His maternal 
great-grandparents moved to Guemes 
in 1926 and ran a dairy farm on North 
Beach. Brian’s paternal great-grandpar-
ents moved to Guemes in the ’50s.

The families thank all who made the 
day so gracious and beautiful. 

By Karen Everett
On September 8, islander Wayne 

Reinholt’s daughter Teresa and her 
husband, Daryl Wainman, bought 
Anacortes icon San Juan Lanes, as well 
as its equally iconic restaurant. 

Though the couple have lived in 
West Los Angeles for decades, where 
they’ve had careers and raised two sons 
(now in their 30s), they have returned 
to Guemes often to visit their extend-
ed family. And on almost every trip, the 
entire family has gone bowling in town. 

The couple started fantasizing about 
buying the alley almost 20 years ago. 
Teresa is an attorney and Daryl was a 
high-end contractor. “I really started 
fantasizing when the TV show Ed was a 
big hit,” laughs Teresa. (Ed was an attor-
ney who spurned the corporate law life, 
bought a bowling alley, and hung up his 
lawyer’s shingle inside the lanes.) 

When the lanes went up for sale 
three years ago, Teresa spied the sign 
and called Daryl in California. “The 
bowling alley is for sale,” she taunted. 

“So what are you gonna do about it?” 
After a few years of musing and a price 
reduction, the couple started the acqui-
sition process about a year ago. Daryl is 
currently running the business with the 
help of son Ethan; Teresa expects to join 
them in the next year or so and take the 
bar in Washington. 

Contrary to some rumors in town, 
the “L.A. contractor” is not tearing it 

down for a strip mall; rather, he is ex-
cited about the future of the business. 
The Wainmans plan only some improve-
ments to the building and additions to 
the menu.

And perhaps that attorney’s shingle 
hanging in San Juan Lanes is not such a 
fantasy after all. 

About 30 volunteers from all over 
Western Washington converged on 
South Shore Road on two weekends in 
September to begin blazing the trail up 
Guemes Mountain.

Pete Dewell of the Washington Trail 
Association was the trail boss. He start-
ed by familiarizing everyone with the 
project. The main idea, he said, was to 
clear a corridor about as wide as out-
stretched arms and to remove rocks, 

vegetation, roots, and logs. Then he 
went through uses of the tools to do 
that work, such as hoes, loppers, and 
saws.

The volunteers made lots of headway 
on the trail. The four-car gravel 
parking area has not yet been 
started. 

Work will continue 
throughout the year and into 
2011. To sign up to volunteer, 
go to www.skagitlandtrust.org. 
At press time, no work party 
dates were posted, but the next 
work party will be October 30.

Guemes volunteers have 
been outnumbered by off-is-

landers. They report a rewarding, fun 
experience with lots of excercise, know-
ing they are building a legacy. The fifth 
time you volunteer, you’ll get a person-
alized hard hat to keep; after 25 times, a 
vest; after 50 times, a saw. 

Mountain Trail-Building Begins

San Juan Lanes Bought 
by Couple with Deep 

Guemes Roots

Daryl and Teresa at the lanes

Brian and Lindsay on their wedding day

Trail builders gather on September 18.
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By Mark Spahr

(Editors’ note: A professional civil en-
gineer with more than 35 years’ experi-
ence in regulating, managing, and oper-
ating public water-supply systems, Mark 
wrote a three-part series on water soften-
ers in our April, May, and June issues. 
Here he turns to household water filters.)

There are two main types of house-
hold water filters: a strainer filter that 
can remove particles such as sand, sedi-
ment, and certain bacteria and/or algae 
(depending on the quality of the filter); 
and a carbon filter that removes dis-
solved compounds that cause problems 
with taste, odor, and color. These may 
include sulfur, chlorine, and dissolved 
organic materials like the brownish col-
or of water from a peat bog.

Strainers vs. carbon
A strainer filter is similar to the oil 

filter on your car or the filter you put 
in your drip coffeemaker. These re-
move and retain particles over a certain 
size, but they do not remove dissolved 
minerals or particles smaller than their 
rated effectiveness. (For example, if a 
filter is capable of removing particles to 
10 microns, it could not be relied on 
to remove particles or bacteria that are 

smaller than 10 microns.)
So if your water has sediment or al-

gae that you want removed, a strainer 
filter may be a very effective, low-cost 
solution. However, this type of filter will 
usually not change the taste or odor of 
your water. Also, it’s important to check 
frequently that the filter isn’t clogged, 
which can result in damage to the filter 
and breakthrough of the contaminants.

A carbon filter contains activated 
carbon—small particles that have been 
specially prepared to react with and re-
tain certain (generally organic) contami-
nants which tend to cause taste, odor, 
and discoloration in water. For example, 
a carbon filter would remove the taste, 
odor, and color of your coffee or tea.

A carbon filter will also remove 
much of the chlorine from public water 
systems (many add chlorine as a disin-
fectant). It will also remove sulfur or 
“musty” odors that generally result from 
water being in contact with organic ma-
terial. Carbon filters do not remove dis-
solved minerals such as iron, manga-
nese, arsenic, sodium, chloride, or those 
that cause “hardness,” and they may not 
effectively remove algae or bacteria.

It is even more important to change 
carbon filters often (per manufactur-
er’s recommendations). If bacteria are 
retained in the filter, the carbon itself 
can become a food source for the bacte-
ria, and in a nice warm place like your 

kitchen it can quickly multiply. Then 
you may end up with more bacteria 
in your drinking water than you had 
without the filter.

Some of these problems can be 
addressed by placing a strainer filter 
in front of a carbon filter so that bac-
teria and algae are removed before 
the water passes through the carbon.

Doing your homework
In summary, if you are consider-

ing a home water-treatment device, 
become an informed consumer. The 
first step is to understand what there 
is about your water that you want 
to change. Is it its hardness, iron or 
manganese staining of fixtures, taste, 
odor, color, or appearance?

Once this is determined you can 
begin researching the units that are 
effective in addressing your specif-
ic concerns. You can even combine 
several methods—such as putting a 
strainer filter in front of a carbon fil-
ter—since with the exception of re-
verse osmosis (RO), there are no sin-
gle-treatment units that can cure all 
problems. And remember that RO is 
relatively costly and requires several 
gallons of water in order to produce a 
single gallon of “pure” water (see the 
June 2010 issue, page 14). Besides, 
you may not like the taste of pure 
water. Our palates have grown ac-
customed to having a certain amount 
of dissolved minerals in our water, as 
you can see from the contents label 
of any popular bottled water. 

Home Water-Treatment  
Basics: Water Filters
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Bette Lee 
Thompson died 
Sunday, August 
22. She was 88.

She was born 
in Seattle to James 
and Leah Marshall 
on September 1, 
1921, and lived 
her entire life in 
Washington except 
for seven years in 
Anchorage, Alaska.

Bette married 
fellow sailboat 
enthusiast Don-
ald Thompson in 1946. Don preceded 
Bette in death on October 28, 1996, 
shortly after their golden wedding an-
niversary.

The couple moved to Anacortes in 
the early 1980s, where they lived aboard 
their 36-foot ketch, Bluebird, in Cap 

Agent for 
Stevens Van Lines

DOT# 72029

HG#61459

Local Moving • Interisland • Interstate • Storage
9889 Padilla Heights Rd. #3 • Anacortes WA 98221

360-588-1378
www.vikingmovingservice.com

Sante Marina while they explored the 
area—including Guemes Island, where 

they moved in 1986. 
Bette was an avid 

bridge player, gardener, 
and watercolor paint-
er. She loved all aspects 
of the maritime life and 
lived aboard her boat 
Roxy until the last weeks 
of her life. 

Survivors include 
children Gale Thomp-
son, Christine Earl, and 
Donald Thompson; step-
son Kurt Thompson of 
Guemes; sister Kathleen 
Van Scotter; and many 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
A memorial service was held at the 

Anacortes Senior Center. 
Remembrances may be made to 

the Nature Conservancy, the American 
Lung Association, or a charity of choice. 
Arrangements were under the care of 
Evans Funeral Chapel. 

•  in memoriam •

See that new “WAIT HERE” sign 
at the Guemes ferry dock? This is where 
you can wait for a ride into Anacortes 

and, if you are 
driving across or 
have a car on the 
other side, you 
might find some-
one who needs 
a ride. This ex-
periment is the 
brainchild of Alan 
Bush Jr., who 

heads up the Rural Character arm of the 
Sustainable Guemes movement, but it 
has taken the initiative of Guemes Con-
nects to put it in motion.

Standing by the sign doesn’t guaran-
tee a ride, and if your schedule doesn’t 
mesh with the driver’s, you may have 
to find your own way back to Guemes. 
Also, this program should not be con-
fused with the carpooling program or 
the pay-per-ride plan, which are also of-
fered by Guemes Connects. (For more 
information see the bright yellow insert 
in last month’s Tide or call the appropri-
ate Connects coordinator listed in the 
front of the Guemes phone book.)

New “med shed” opens
The other big event for Guemes 

Connects is the grand opening of their 
new Medical Equipment Center at the 
Fire Hall on October 2, from 10:00 
a.m. to noon. The equipment was previ-
ously kept in Mike and Anne Jackets’s 

garage, says Connects volunteer Juby 
Fouts; when they moved to Anacortes, 
a new storage facility had to be found. 
Adding to this necessity are several new 
pieces of large equipment, including a 
hospital bed donated by Barbara and 
Michael McGuinness and an electric 
wheelchair and Hoyer-type patient lift 
courtesy of Bob and Omi Cummings.

Guemes Connects invites you to at-
tend, meet volunteers, and check out 
the wide range of equipment that is 
available to island residents 24/7. There 
will also be a bake sale, with whole pies, 
homemade bread, cookies, pie by the 
slice, and coffee. Proceeds will go  

towards reimbursing Connects mem-
bers who purchased the storage con-
tainer. To help out by donating baked 
goods, just bring them to the Fire Hall 
by 10:00 a.m.

Gathering lunches
These popular Thursday lunches 

will resume on October 7, and all are 
invited. The meal is served between 
11:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. for a sug-
gested donation of $4. Free blood-pres-
sure checks are available between 11:15 
and noon. To find out “what’s cook-
ing,” refer to the Community Calendar 
insert on pages 11-12. 

Lots of News From 
Guemes Connects

Bette Thompson
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Becky’s
House, Garden, & Pet Watch

Worry Not. I’ll watch ‘em, feed ‘em, walk ‘em, water 
‘em, eradicate your slugs, and dead-head your annuals  
while you are away, even for a day.            References.
Becky Stinson 770-6037     riverheart@earthlink.net 

By Win Anderson
John Edens was a busy man. He 

was one of the first white settlers on 
Guemes, homesteading what is now 
called Seaway Hollow in 1871. He was 
sent to Olympia as the first representa-
tive of the new county of Skagit and was 
called to help write the state constitu-
tion. He also served a term in the state 
senate. Meanwhile he was building a 
successful logging operation and raising 
a family of three girls with his wife Isa-
belle (Eldridge).

After 22 years on Guemes, John 
moved the family to Bellingham for ed-
ucational opportunities for the couple’s 

daughters. He was a founder of What-
com Normal School, now known as 
Western Washington University. 

As a young man he served with the 
Union Army for the duration of the 
Civil War.  Two letters to his mother, 
Lorenda Howard Edens, survive. Here, 
(thanks to granddaughter Isabel Griggs 
and great-granddaughter Eden Griggs 
Johnson) is one, describing a narrow es-
cape amongst some scarifying action.

Dog Island Diary

John Edens, Guemes Homesteader, in the Civil War
Dear mother,
 It is through the merci-

ful kindness of God that I 
am permitted to write to 
you at the present time. I am 
not very well at present but 
think I shall be in a few days. 
I hope when these few lines 
comes to hand they may find 
you and the children well. . . .

Myself and forty men 
were ordered out on patrol 
and left camp at daylight on 
the morning of the first of 
this month. Myself with eight 
men were in the advance 
and came on the rebel pick-
ets 15 miles from Memphis. 
We charged and drove 
them and patrolled the road 
ten miles further and saw 
nothing more, but on our 
return when 21 miles from 
Memphis we came upon five 
hundred of them waiting for 
us and commenced fighting 
in line of battle but the Rebels 
charged us and flanked us and we could not stand their overwhelming numbers. They 
pursued us at our heels shouting at us all the time and capturing one Lieutenant and most 
of the boys, but I intended to sell my life as dear as possible and escape if I could. 

The rebs came in ten yards of me shouting at me and demanding my surrender. They 
had got most of the boys, but at this time my horse was shot, my saber and revolver gone. 
There was a fence ahead of us, me and the Lt. jumped over the fence and took the brush 
afoot and crawled on our hands and knees half a mile and hid in the grass and saved our-
selves. We laid there till after dark and then started for camp and traveled all night in the 
rain and reached camp next day and thus eight of us saved ourselves out of forty.

I have heard no news from [brother] Porter since he was at St. Louis nor have I got a 
letter from any of you for over three weeks. I want you to write soon and give me all the 
news. I am afraid the rebs is in Knox County. So I will write no more at present, 

But remain your son,
John J. Edens, Nashville, Tenn.
June 20th, 1865 

Left: John Edens’s Civil War portrait Above: Edens with 
daughters (from left) Olive Lorenda,  Annette Maybelle, 
and Alice Maude
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October Hunting
Hunting season on Guemes takes a 

break between October 3 and 16. On 
the 16th, the modern firearm season be-
gins. Licensed hunters armed with shot-
guns can legally take any buck until the 

31st. The final modern firearm season 
will take place November 18-21.

Some hunters will be licensed to 
take a second deer this year. Thirty per-
mits were available for shotgun hunt-
ers, 20 for archers, and 20 for muzzle-
loaders. 

Former Fire Chief Felix Edmunds 
advises residents to call 911 to report 
trespass violations. The toll-free hotline 
for other hunting violations is (877) 
933-9847.

Hunting under the influence or us-
ing spotlights is prohibited, as is using 
night-vision equipment or laser sights 
or hunting from a vehicle. Hunting is 
restricted to between a half-hour before 
sunrise and a half-hour after sunset. 

By Edith Walden
At a Skagit County Superior Court 

hearing on September 22, Judge Su-
san Cook denied a defense motion 
for a new trial and sentenced Antho-
ny “Tony” Fisher to six months in the 
Skagit County jail, standard legal fi-
nancial obligations, and attendance at a 
DUI victim impact hearing.

Fisher was convicted of vehicular as-
sault on August 11 for an incident last 
September, when his van struck Zeed-
ie Collins on her bicycle while he was 
driving under the influence of Ambien, 
a sleep medication. Judge Cook ordered 
a restitution hearing for November 10.

Collins presented a statement to the 
court outlining the physical, mental, 
and emotional trauma she suffered and 
its lingering effects. 

Fisher spoke directly to Collins say-
ing, “I would like to apologize. Saying 
I am sorry is totally inadequate. I am 
sorry.”

Collins responded, “I don’t believe 
that you have any idea of what you’ve 
done to my life and my family’s life and 
how this is going to impact me for the 

rest of my life. I can’t understand how 
you can go on and fight this the whole 
time. It makes me crazy that you are 
even doing anything to hurt me. Just 
make this work for me so I can move on 
with my life. Thanks for the apology—I 
accept that—but I just don’t know why 
you’re fighting this.”

Fisher said quietly, “I understand.”
In passing sentence, Cook ad-

monished Fisher, “Why it is that you 
thought you had to sleep at two in the 
afternoon is something that I’ve never 
been able to understand. Furthermore, 
why did you take a sleeping aid as you 
got on the Guemes ferry? I assume you 
didn’t intend to sleep on the ferry. And  
I assume you didn’t intend to sleep on 
the way from the ferry to your home. In 
my view, it is a serious misuse of medi-
cation that you were prescribed. You 
have caused a great deal of anguish and 
serious injuries.”

The sentence falls within the stan-
dard midrange for state sentencing. 

Defense attorney Ron Wolff indi-
cated that he intends to appeal Cook’s 
decisions. Fisher will likely remain free 
until the appeals are complete, a process 
that can take several years. Collins plans 
a civil suit. 

Fisher Sentenced to Six Months in 
Jail for Vehicular Assault

Correction

In our September issue, we misidenti-
fied the string-concert musicians who 
performed on July 3. They were, from left, 
Cecilia Archuleta, Brittany Boulding, Page 
Smith, and Karie Prescott.
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The story of the dog that flew, mentioned last month in the 
“Looking Back” column, was related to The Evening Star by Don 
Taylor, who heard it from “old man Hanson” at Port Neville, B.C. 
Here is an abbreviated version. —Win Anderson

On his frequent cruises south from Alaska, Taylor often en-
joyed a stopover to wait out the Seymour Narrows ebb tide at 
the once-thriving sawmill town that, 
by the early 1980s, was reduced in 
population to Hanson, his wife, and 
their golden retriever, Towser.

Without fail, over tea and rolls 
Hanson would ask him, “Did I ever 
tell you about the time my dog flew?”

The story starts with the routine 
arrival of the weekly mail via float 
plane. As the aircraft began taxiing for 
takeoff, Hanson turned to wave good-
bye when, to his horror, he saw that 
Towser had jumped onto one of the 
pontoons. He was crouched down, 
“probably terrified by the flying spray 
and thunderous roar of the nine-cyl-
inder Pratt and Whitney engine lifting the craft onto the step.”

Hanson’s yelling was futile. He dropped the mail, fired 
up his outboard, and raced after the plane, now on its way to 
Knight Inlet.

“Hanson, straining his eyes for a tumbling reddish 
body, watched the plane disappear to the west,” wrote Tay-
lor. After a futile search Hanson reluctantly broke the news 
to his wife.

When the pilot landed at Minstral Island he was greet-
ed with, “Whatcha got that dog there for?” Sure enough, 

the pilot looked down to see Tows-
er soaking wet, still in a crouch, 
his tail thumping on the alumi-
num pontoon. 

The pilot told Hanson that 
Towser could only have survived 
the 16-mile flight at 120 m.p.h. in 
the bitter cold by remaining abso-
lutely still in exactly the right po-
sition. 

Visit after visit, at some time, 
sandwiched between how the 
hens were laying and the tug that 
lost her barge last winter, Hanson 
would ask Taylor, “Did I ever tell 
you about the time my dog flew?”

“Well, it seems to me you mentioned something last 
time I was through, but tell me about it.”

(Don and Helene Taylor are still living at home with help 
from family and Hospice caregivers. —W.A.) 

The Mysterious Case of the Flying Dog
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Looking Back
(From the files of the Guemes Island Historical Society)

Want the Tide to flow into your mail-
box? Subscriptions are $20  

per year (10 issues). Our address is 
on page 2.

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID ANACORTES, WA

Five Years Ago
Four different vessels were called into service during the Great Ferry Haulout 

of 2005: the Strait Arrow, Island Transporter, Warrior, and Pintail. (The “routine” 
haulout lasted a total of 57 days.)

A clump of invasive Spartina anglica discovered on the South Shore tidelands 
was destroyed by a team of islanders with assistance from People for Puget Sound.

Jan Iversen announced her candidacy for Island Hospital Commissioner.
Guemes kids stage the Guemes “5-H” fair at Schoolhouse Park, styled after 

county fairs of old.
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Ninety Years Ago
Headline: May Bore For Oil
E. S. Cook is to shortly erect a rig 

and drill for oil on his Guemes Is-
land property. Mr. Cook is amply able 
to drill one or a dozen wells and we 
hope that every hole he sinks may be a 
gusher. This sounds much better to us, 
and more like Mr. Cook, than did the 
“Tomcat” flurry and the fake oil stock 
gag which was cracked on the too gull-
ible public a few months ago. . . . Mr. 
Cook, who has splendid prospects, may 
not drill and strike oil. We hope he will.

—Guemes Beachcomber, October 4, 
1920 

Fifteen Years Ago
Community Center board propos-

es long-range plan for expansion, as it 
is determined the present building lacks 
permanent space for the newly formed 
Library.

Headline: Deputies Looking for Pot 
Instead Are Bamboozled. Marijuana raid 

by sheriff’s deputies outrages resident 
Gene LeRoy, the subject of a search war-
rant, when his plot of bamboo is accused 
of being cannabis.

Ten Years Ago
Headline: San Juan Trust Acquires 

Demopoulos Marshland. Preserva-
tionists plan “forever wild” status for 
43-acre parcel purchased with a $1.5 
million gift from KING-TV heir Pris-
cilla Bullitt Collins after she had been 
presented a proposal by Ferdi Businger, 
Ann Magnano, Delphine Haley, and 
the Trust.

Betty Crookes continues her his-
tory of the Women’s Club. In a side-
bar she contemplates the club’s possible 
demise.

Some 60 alums and one teacher, 
Walter “Colonel” Vonnegut, celebrate 
their second reunion since the closing 
of Guemes School No. 21. 

Self-taught agronomist Gene LeRoy  
never turned his considerable talents  
toward producing smokable crops. 

The 2005 haulout from Hell: 57 days 
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