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Meeting Answers Ferry Outage Questions
Guemes Connects Helps Provide Crucial Information

By Judith Horton and Win Anderson

Most of the “What about . .. ?” and
“How am I going to . . . ?” questions
about the ferry outage, scheduled from
March 28 to May 22, were answered at
a well-planned meeting orchestrated by
Guemes Connects co-chairs Lorraine
Francis and Juby Fouts on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 20, at the Hall.

Rachel Beck (center right) meets with islanders.

People who will play key roles dur-
ing the outage presented information
and fielded questions from about 50
islanders. Presenters included Interim
Assistant Chief Gerry Francis of the
Guemes Island Fire Department; Ferry
Manager Rachel Beck; Charlotte Clif-
ton, manager of Anderson’s Store; and
Monte Hughes, owner of our stand-in
vessel, the Mystic Sea.

Francis and Fouts had done
their homework, and after intro-
ductions they informed island-
ers about how many matters af-
fecting daily life will be handled
during the outage. Then the
guest speakers each presented
pertinent information. What
follows is a synopsis.

It was emphasized that all
phone calls about service dur-
ing the outage must be directed
to Ferry Manager Rachel Beck,
419-7618 (or send e-mail to

f Save These Dates!

Two important upcoming meetings
will help determine the future of ferry
fares and other important ferry issues.

« March 15, 10:00 a.m.: Public hear-
ing on fares, hearing room, Board of
County Commissioners, 1800 Continen-
tal Place, Mount Vernon

» March 24, 5:30 p.m.: Ferry Opera-
tions Public Forum, Community Center,
with Public Works Director Henry Hash,
Commissioner Ron Wesen, and Ferry

\Manager Rachel Beck Y,

rachelb@co.skagit.wa.us). Please do 7oz
call the Mystic Sea office.

General information
Guemes Connects provided this
helpful information:

* Fed Ex and UPS will continue to de-
liver daily.

* Mail delivery will be as usual.

* Cindy, our Skagit Valley Herald car-
rier, is looking for a car to use for island
deliveries. If none is found she will leave
(continued on page 8)

Index Cable Calls It Quits
Varhaug Family Plans to Sell to Mount Baker Cable

By Edith Walden

In a letter sent to subscribers with
the February billing, the Varhaug fam-
ily, owners and operators of Index Cable
TV, announced they are turning the TV
and Internet system over to Mount Bak-
er Cable. The family has operated the
business on Guemes since 1989 (see ar-
ticle on page 4).

Although a sales contract had not
been signed as the 7ide went to press,
Mount Baker Cable LLC, owned by
Dan Adams, began running the system

February 22. His partner Ray Poorman,
owner of CSS Integration and Commu-
nications Inc., became the new Inter-
net service provider (ISP). Mount Baker
Cable has operated the cable system

on Lummi Island for about seven years
and, with CSS, began operating Orcas
Island’s cable system last September.

Faster Internet for subscribers
The new company has installed wire-

less broadband equipment that sends a

high-speed signal from equipment just

off Farm to Market Road to receivers
mounted on a new pole near the top of
Guemes Mountain. From there the sig-
nal is directed through the existing co-
axial cable to subscribers” homes.

When the new system went live, us-
ers immediately noticed an increased
speed in downloading and uploading
files. Adams and Poorman told the 7ide
they expect to provide a basic download
speed of at least 3 megabits per second
(up to twice as fast as speeds with Index
(continued on page 4)
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Farewell—for now

Dear Guemians,

It is with sad heart that we depart
this merry isle. I bought my property
in 1992 on Holiday, lived in the Tow-
er Cottage for six months in 1994, then
weekended in the county’s only per-
mitted yurt. I proposed to my wife in
1998 up on the Mountain. We built and
moved here in 2002 and raised Addie
with the help of this splendid communi-
ty. We'll miss the projects (Fire Hall so-
lar, CERT, GIHS, quilting, 1,000-plus
people touring through our solar home
...). And I can’t begin tell you how
much we'll miss the people and the
place. But after a year out of work, when
the right project-management oppor-
tunity came up in Portland, we had to
grab it. We sincerely hope to be back
some day.

Thanks for all the memories and
love.

—Matt Buchman and Nanette Cardon

Racing toward the light

Dear Guemes Tide editor,

Here’s some data to illuminate our
race toward those long summer days that
bless us with 16 hours and 7 minutes of

daylight.

7 A T T

Letters

Ty

Back in December I wrote darkly
about the short days when we have a
mere 8 hours and 18 minutes of day-
light (December 18-26) and gain our
first precious minute on December
27. By the end of January our days are
longer by 61 minutes.

Now feast your eyes on the speed
of light for the next few months!

Minutes gained per week (Sunday

to Sunday):

Jan. 10 13 16 19
Feb. 21 22 24 24
Mar. 25 25 25 25
Apr. 25 24 23 23
May 21 20 17 15
Jun. 11 8 4 0

Our longest summer days (16
hours 7 minutes) wrap around the
solstice (June 21), from June 18 to
June 26. Then we lose a minute on
June 27, as we start the march to-
ward short days.

You can download calendars at
www.sunrisesunset.com that show
daily changes. This data is for
Anacortes but you can access any
US city.

Enjoy the daylight.

—Sally Stapp-Brigham )

Tide Celebrates Its First Anniversary

The Tide’s volun-
teer staff gathered on
January 29 to put ad-
dress labels on the first
issue of volume 2 of
the paper, pose with
their new commemo-
rative mugs (see pho-
to), and eat cake.

Staffers laughed
about the first orga-
nizing meetings in
October 2009, when
we worried wheth-
er there'd be enough

news to fill 12 pages (our first year’s issues have ranged between 16 and 24). A re-
maining mystery is how Win Anderson published 7he Evening Star, the Tide’s pre-
decessor, all by himself when it is taking more than 250 hours of volunteer time
each month to publish the 7ide. Missing in the photo are Nanette Cardon and

Sophie Dobra. 2

Recycling News

You can recycle heavier plastic bags,
such as those used for bread, pet food,
or fertilizer, as well as tarps and black
garden plastic. Place the plastic in the
largest bag, tie the top, and deposit in
the blue drum north of the Church.

The Anacortes Community Theater
needs clear plastic zippered bags (the
kind sheet sets come in). Drop them by
the theater at 918 M Avenue between
10:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Another way to recycle them is to cut
out the zipper and deposit the plastic in
the bag recycle bin at the Church.

The Aktion Club (1011 12th Street),
sponsored by Kiwanis, offers free recy-
cling of TVs, computers, and monitors
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the
second Saturday of each month. J

a4 Subscriptions are $20 a year (10 )
issues). Send your mailing address and a
check made out to 7he Guemes Tide to: The
Guemes Tide, 7885 Guemes Island Road

#1, Anacortes, WA 98221.
\_ J
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South Shore Road Survey Recorded

Plans to Move Road Away from Bluff Proceed

e er, TOEE ' O happen due to the immense ex-
_‘"‘:__ 13 N it A pense required.

Near Cayou Creek, where a
recent slide removed five more
feet of road in the south lane, im-
mediate construction will pave
five feet of the current north
shoulder of the road as soon as as-
phalt is available (asphalt compa-
nies shut down during the winter
months).

The long-term recommenda-
tion for this area is to move the
road north 33 feet, which will
require an additional 20 feet of

right-of-way. County officials start-
ed discussions with affected prop-
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This county document shows the existing edge of the South Shore Road right-of-way ("existing
r/w") and the proposed new edge 20 feet further north.

By Edith Walden short-term and long-term solutions for  erty owners on February 11. The owners
In February 1875, 14 years before maintaining the road. (including this writer) are cooperating
Washington became a state, South The short-term solutions include with the plan by agreeing to exchange or

Shore Road (then known as Guemes Is-  moving the road north one lane where ~ donate land to secure a road with a ser-
land Road) was established. Nearly 136 needed, on the west portion of the road  vice life of 30 to 50 years. Construction

years later, on January 25 of this year, from the ferry landing to the S curve. could begin as early as this fall.

Skagit Surveyors and Engineers recorded  Long-term recommendations include County staff are also researching ero-
the road’s first right-of-way survey. The ~ moving that portion of the road inland  sion-control techniques such as an an-
survey, created for the county Public significantly, starting just south of the chored mat system to further stabilize
Works Department, runs from the ferry ~ Church—but this is unlikely to ever the bluff. 2

landing to the “chicken foot” intersec- -
tion. (You can view at http://tinyurl South Beach and Chestnut Lanes

.COI’Il/SOllthShOI'CSUI'VCy.) to Get Improved Drainage
The survey of the 60-foot-wide

right-of-way will allow plans for moving
the road north to proceed. Erosion has
endangered the road in multiple places
and further deterioration is expected.

~

According to Forrest Jones and Torey Nelson of Skagit County Public Works, South
Beach Lane is scheduled to have V berms applied across the asphalt driveway. The berms
will channel water runoff into the north ditches instead of allowing it to sheet-flow across
the road and onto the bank, which furthers erosion and degrades the road.

A presloped trench drain system will be installed across Chestnut Lane to accom-

In September 2009, the South Shore plish the same goal. Both projects will commence as soon as asphalt is available, which is
Road AdViSOI‘y Committee presented expected before the ferry outage.
the county with recommendations for ~ \_ Y,

Work with a Top Producing Agent

WRSEMECRN Get Results

WRE/Anacortes Properties
& |1 —

Waterfront - View -: Residential *+ Investment -+ Land

Margi Houghton

(360) 202-004 |

MargiHoughton.com
margi@windermere.com guemesisland.com
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INDEX CABLE

(continued from page 1)

Cable TV). Poorman also said they in-

tend to initiate a tiered program, where
subscribers who use a lot of bandwidth
will be charged accordingly.

The wireless system replaces an ex-
pensive contract with Qwest, which
used Verizon’s wiring to transport a
signal to the island. The Guemes Is-
land Internet/TV Advisory Committee
(GIITAC) had recommended a move
to wireless more than two years ago. In-
stead, the Varhaugs leased more equip-
ment from Qwest.

Index Cable Internet subscribers got
a taste of life without the web for about
24 hours on February 16, when Qwest
unexpectedly turned off their service a
week early.

The system failed repeatedly, for up
to eight hours at a time, February 25
and 26, after Mount Baker Cable took
over, affecting the fire department, Li-
brary, and Store, among others.

E-mail and TV changes

Poorman told the 7ide that he does
not plan to continue using CableRocket
as the ISP and was unaware that many
islanders use the cablerocket.com do-
main name for their e-mail addresses.
Those people will have to change their
addresses at some point. Repeated re-
quests for information from Mount
Baker/CSS about the timing and plans
for this change went unanswered.

GIITAC recommends that users
change their addresses to one of the
many free e-mail services (see article on
page 23).

(In a completely unrelated move,
CableRocket switched its e-mail delivery
system on February 24 to one hosted by
Google. CableRocket e-mail addresses
did not change in this move.)

Poorman also indicated that the
TV channel lineup will change. He
and Adams do not intend to join the
National Cable Television Cooperative,
which provides discounted television
programming to members. Index Cable
TV belonged to this cooperative. Users
can expect fees to change, as well as
programming, but Poorman did not
provide specifics.

Franchise and permit
requirements

Skagit County Deputy Attorney
Stephen Fallquist has let all parties
know that Mount Baker will need to
renegotiate the cable franchise agree-
ment with the county in a manner that
“comport[s] with the terms of other re-
cent cable franchise agreements granted
by Skagit County.”

Index Cable’s franchise agreement
dates from 18 years ago. Newer fran-
chise agreements typically have many
more requirements than older ones: they
raise franchise fees, require multimil-
lion-dollar insurance policies, and stipu-
late various consumer protections. In-
dex’s agreement is 7 pages long, while a
recent franchise agreement between the
county and Comcast runs 35 pages.

In addition, wireless service provid-
ers in Skagit County must obtain build-
ing permits and special use permits “to
protect the public health, safety, and
welfare” prior to mounting and operat-
ing telecommunication equipment. Bill
Dowe, deputy director of Skagit County
Planning and Development Services,
estimates the process takes three to six
months and costs up to $5,000. The fee
can be doubled and daily fines assessed
for noncompliance.

GIITAC tries to facilitate

GIITAC invited both Adams and
Poorman to meet with the committee
to outline their plans for island service
and to work together to make a smooth
transition. Adams indicated he was too
busy, and Poorman stated, “If you want
to pay me $165 an hour, I'll come out
and talk to your experts.”

GIITAC met on February 13 and
20 to assess the transfer. The committee
wants the cable infrastructure (coaxial
wire on poles) to remain on the island.
If a cable company goes out of business,
it is required to remove the wire from
the poles. Matt Varhaug has told GII-
TAC several times he considers this to
be a viable option.

Two years ago, GIITAC concluded
that it would be economically infeasible
for another company to restring wire
for such a small customer base. Due to
the terrain on the island, many residents
cannot receive line-of-sight signals from
any other Internet providers, and home
businesses on the island depend on
high-speed connections to survive.

The committee intends to continue
to monitor the transition.

Editors’ note: GIITAC was appointed
by subscribers more than two years ago to
represent their interests. The writer is the
chair of that committee. )

A Family Legacy

Index Cable TV has been a Varhaug family business since its
inception. In 1989, Ed Varhaug brought cable TV to the island,
only to have it torn down by the wicked winter storm of 1990.

It took almost two years for him and son Matt to reinstall the
coaxial cable on utility poles and get the system running again.

In 2004, at Matt’s urging, Ed added Internet service. Wife
Irene recalls how he was sure they'd never make a go of it with
the Internet and never expected to have more than 50 subscrib-
ers. Last summer, Index had about 200 Internet subscribers.

Ed died in 2006 and Irene inherited the business. She, along
with Matt and daughter Mandy, struggled to keep the business
running. In 2008, they decided to close the business, but rallied
when the community expressed its loyalty and interest in keep-
ing the operation alive. Matt took over sole operation last year.

Islanders have the Varhaugs to thank for their foresight and
determination in building the infrastructure that supports high-
speed service in such a sparsely populated rural area.

The family has owned property on Guemes since 1989. J

Ed and Irene (above)
and Matt and Mandy
(below) in 1993
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GICCA: Dinner Is Served

Islanders dig in at the February 17 dinner.

By Thea LaCross

February’s meeting of the Guemes
Island Community Center Associa-
tion (GICCA) included a surprise: the
enthusiastic cooks who prepared many
pre-meeting dinners last year took ad-
vantage of some donated food and (with
board approval) some leftover meal-
fund donations, and prepared a sponta-
neous community dinner.

With just two days to get the word
out (and no Internet service for most
of the island), many folks may not have
heard it was happening. Even so, 28 is-
landers sat down to eat. The contrast

Since 1914, a Place to Get Along

By Thea LaCross

On March 5, 1914, the Anacortes
American reported on the completion of
Guemes’s new Community Center:“The
new social hall movement was started
and carried to a successful completion
by the Guemes Social and Improvement
Club, which was organized by the women
of Guemes Island about two years ago.”
According to the paper, the building con-
tained “a big assembly room with a stage
... for the holding of entertainments and
motion picture shows, lectures, etc., a card
room, smoking room, kitchen, and motion
picture machine room.”

The Social Club spent two years raising
money with dinners, lunches, ice-cream
socials, and quilt raffles. Jack Kidd donated
the land, and loaned them $300 to boot.

Even in the early days, things could
get fractious. As Gertie Howard described
in her 1978 monograph Guemes Gleanings,
“The club didn't always run smoothly. ... At

with last month’s attendance figure (8)
was hard to miss. Many who came for
dinner stayed for at least part of the
meeting, with about 6 others coming
just for the meeting.

The first agenda item was whether
and how GICCA should continue to
sponsor pre-meeting dinners. Board and
audience members discussed the pros
and cons of this much-debated ques-
tion, which became so contentious last
year that it was brought forward onto
this year’s agenda.

While nobody spoke against the
idea of a community meal in principle,
some felt that meals should be paid for
by those who eat them, through either
a cash donation or a return to potlucks.
Others felt that spending money on the
community dinners fits GICCA’s com-
munity-strengthening function as much
as maintaining or expanding its physical
properties, and that making it a potluck
would keep many islanders away.

In the end, the vote was in favor of
continuing the pre-meeting dinners,

which will be paid for by present and

one point the vice president
was ejected from the club
because she was neglect-
ful of her duties, and guilty
of harmful gossip. ... There
were also other ladies forced
to resign over a period of
time.”

As noted by Win An-
derson in a 90th birthday
retrospective in the April
2004 Evening Star, “The Hall
has been the scene of count-
less potlucks, receptions, dances, plays,
meetings, and celebrations. In the past it
has served as the community gymnasium,
home to the Guemes Island basketball
team. The early Women'’s Club even played
dodge ball here.”

The first known photo of the Hall was
taken during a meeting of the Guemes
Grange in 1914. How familiar it seems—
how easy it is to imagine being at that

Taken in 1914, this is the first known photo of the Hall.

future donations with contributions
from the organization as necessary.

Other items discussed:

* A temporary transfer of $4,000 from
the unrestricted operating fund to the
capital fund was approved to cover the
Hall trim project. After discussing po-
tential legal, accounting, and tax im-
plications, the board voted to make it a
permanent transfer.

* Five of the seven board members’
terms expire at the end of the year (an
imbalance created by the downsizing
from nine to seven members last year).
This could result in a board with five
brand-new people. President Leslie Tys-
seling suggested finding one current
member willing to extend his/her term
for a single additional year, allowing
more balanced term expirations in the
future. This discussion was tabled until
next month.

The next meeting is Thursday,
March 17, with dinner at 6:15 p.m. and
the meeting at 7:00. The full agenda will
be posted on www.linetime.org about a
week prior to the meeting. 2
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dinner, in that room. There’s a young girl at
the head of one table, and a stroller at the
other. Families from around the island, from
babies to grandparents, are sitting down
together.

My guess is they didn't all agree about
everything. But they managed to keep
working with each other so that, nearly
a century later, we can sit down together
there, too. J
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# Community Update

County Hosts Ferry-
Terminal Open House

From la Sorbonne
to Harvard

Shannon Bragg, a Guemes native
and Anacortes High School graduate,
recently received a master’s degree in
comparative literature from la Sorbonne

ing fellowship at Brown University in
Providence, Rhode Island. This year
she’s doing coursework and research at

Brown and Harvard. Next fall she’ll be-
gin teaching at Brown.

Ginger Orsini and Ferry Manager Rachel
Beck look at historical photos in Beck’s new
upstairs office during the open house.

More than 75 people toured the
new ferry terminal on January 28 dur-
ing an afternoon open house hosted by
Skagit County Public Works.

A number of Guemes residents
stopped in, as did a delegation from
Lummi Island researching possible up-
grades for their terminal. Officials in
attendance included Public Works Di-
rector Henry Hash, Ferry Manager Ra-
chel Beck, Skagit County Commission-
er Ron Wesen, Construction Manager
Dave Walde, and Design Manager Paul

Community Dinner
Menu

Community dinners preceding the
monthly meetings of the Guemes Island
Community Center Association are
back (see story on page 5). The menu
for the meeting on Thursday, March 17,
is vegetarian lasagna, salads, and bread.
Dinner is served from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m.

Randall-Grutter. The meeting begins at 7:00.
4 )
Fundraiser for the
Schoolhouse Park Stage

Virtuoso instrumentalist, singer, and
humorist George Wilson will perform a
benefit concert at the Community Center
on April 1 at 7:00 p.m. Wilson, a noted
fiddler who hails from Wynantskill, New
York (and is an uncle to Omi Cummings),
will play foot-tapping tunes from New
England, Quebec, Cape Breton, Ireland, and
more. Wilson also plays 5-string banjo and
12-string guitar.

For a lively evening, bring the whole
family to listen. And bring your own instrument to join in the fun of making
music together. Donations for the stage project will be collected at the door.

in Paris. She has begun a five-year teach-

A Guide to
Island Living

The 2011 version of 7he Guemes
Guide, published every year by the
Guemes Island Property Owners Asso-
ciation, is available for free at the
Library. The guide is designed especial-
ly to help new residents make the tran-
sition to island life, but there’s plenty
of information that’s useful for estab-
lished residents as well.

The guide lists community services
and utilities, island publications, orga-
nizations, special interest groups, and
annual events. A section called “Re-
sponsible Island Living” lists rules for
clamming and crabbing, fireworks re-
strictions, and some of the unwritten
rules that reflect island values. For ex-
ample, “If you are late getting to the
ferry, please don’t pass and cut in front
of other cars also headed for the ferry
line. Guemians do not consider such
behavior neighborly.”

Don't miss the Zide . . .
Send in your renewal today!
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Big Opportunities for Little Dogs

Eleven small dogs and fifteen owners began basic obedience training February 19
at the Hall with trainer Debbie Exley from Anacortes-based Smarter Than Your Dog!
The group will meet five times and each dog will have an additional private lesson.

Through the class, the dogs will also become certified as Canine Good Citi-
zens by the American Kennel Club (AKC). The AKC program stresses responsible
pet ownership and basic good manners at home and in the community. Dog-owner
Lynne Myall says she is grateful for the opportunity, adding, “Producing responsible
dog owners is a great service to the Guemes community.”

Anyone interested in starting a future course for dogs of any size can contact
Exley at 421-5968 or happy@wavecable.com.

Trainer Debbie Exley’s class

New Library Hours ]
(for Now) Join the Hall

GIPOA Update The Library will be open on Fri- Walkers

Guemes Island Property Owners As- days from 2:00 Every Thursday morning a group
sociation (GIPOA) on-island trustee to 4:00 p.m. on  gathers at the Hall from 10:15 to 11:15
Boots Anderson resigned her position a trial basis for a.m. to get some exercise. The floor pro-

the next month  vides safe footing where weather isn't
or so. Patronage
will be moni-
tored to deter-
mine the need

last October, due to health concerns. At
the December 2010 meeting, the GI-
POA board appointed longtime mem-
ber Howard Pellett to fill the position,
which runs until 2013.

GIPOA also wants islanders to know for these addi-
it will be hosting the annual plant sale tional hours. (Library patterns may of
on Memorial Day weekend, coinciding  course change during the ferry outage,
with the Women’s Fellowship pie and but the Library board cannot predict
baked-goods sale. how usage will be affected.)

Boots Anderson, Jane Read, Agnes Ash-
back, Thea LaCross, and Audrey LaCross get

More White Stuff in their laps during a Hall walk.

Islanders Dodge
New Zealand Quake

Several Guemes residents were trav-
eling in New Zealand at the time of the
deadly earthquake in Christchurch on
February 22. Fortunately, the 7ide has
heard that Bob and Holiday Matchett,
Michael Brown, and Gary Curtis and
family members are all safe.

an issue, and it’s more fun to walk with
other people. Thea and Audrey LaCross
have even figured out that 25 laps is ap-
proximately one-quarter mile.

Walk at your own pace and rest in
chairs if you need to. The time is set so
those who wish can go to the Church
for the Gathering Lunch when they’re
finished. If an hour is too long, it’s fine
to come any time before 11:15. All ages
are welcome.

-

A

into an unseasonal winter wonderland.

Birthdays h

(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)

Soup Supper Schedule

March 1: Outrageous photographs: a collection of odd, funny, and amazing
visual imagery presented by Bob Anderson. .
March 8: “Racy” poetry by Thelma Palmer and David Slabaugh. i el 2ig) s £ @ bk .

1 . . Lo . Claire Woofenden turns 16 on March 4.
March 15: St. Patrick’s Day party—videos, Irish dance, music, singing, stories,
Bob Easton turns 89 on March 19.
poetry, and a treasure hunt. All ages welcome.

Jessica Lyons turns 12 on March 21.
March 22: Charlie Jackson shares slides, video, and personal stories of his ad- Rumi Kai)lArabeIIa Linnemann turns 3 on

venture to Antarctica. March 25.
March 29: TBA (see the new Church website, www.guemeschurch.com, later Joost Businger turns 87 on March 29.

in the month). \_ )
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OUTAGE MEETING
(continued from page 1)
the papers at the Store for pickup.

*If you receive deliveries of medical
supplies, especially oxygen, please make
arrangements to stockpile what you will
need ahead of time.

*Island Transport will provide barge

service. They will come every other week

on Friday morning bringing garbage
and recycling trucks, propane, and sup-
plies for the Store (including gasoline).

* Garbage and recycling pickup will
both happen between 6:00 a.m. and
noon on those mornings. Islanders will
not be charged for a second can.

* It is suggested that all islanders fill
out an emergency medical informa-
tion form (available from the fire de-
partment or Connects). This lists per-
tinent health/medication issues and is
placed in an envelope on the refrigera-
tor with a red sticker. First responders
are trained to look for it and deliver it
to the paramedics (also keep a copy in
your car’s glovebox).

JUDITH HORTON

to help. Don’t be shy—ask a neighbor—

or call a Connects volunteer (one of the
three listed above or Juby, 293-2704, or
Lorraine, 293-8364).

* Several islanders are looking for a
car to borrow during the outage. If you
have one to loan, call Juby or Lorraine.

* Several used vehicles, including a
couple of scooters, were listed for sale
on LineTime as the 7ide went to press.

———

Monte Hughes, owner of the Mystic Seq,

hd Gathering lunCheS have been CXtCnd' addresses the February 20 meeting_

ed through April.

*The boat-launch ramp to the east
of the temporary floating dock will not
be available. A ramp is available to the
public for a fee at the resort, and there is
a sandy beach next door at Young’s Park.

Transportation and errands

* A Skagit Transit bus will be available
to get islanders to and from the Guemes
dock. The schedule was not available at
press time but will be posted on Line-
Time (www.linetime.org), on the bulle-
tin board, and at the Store.

* Guemes Connects will provide free
transportation to the Library, Com-
munity Center, Church, and various
island events (but not to the ferry). For
off-island trips a fee is paid to the vol-
unteer driver, depending on distance.
To arrange transportation call Susan
Rombeek (293-0777), Anne Passarelli
(299-2549), or Zoanne Hyland (588-
1450). Do not leave a message; call the

next scheduler. Try to give a day’s notice.

¢ Connects volunteers will assist with
light shopping and errands, such as
picking up prescriptions. Many people

who work in Anacortes are also willing

Anderson’s Store

*'The Store will be open seven days
a week starting March 8, conducting
business as usual, and will have gasoline
and propane available.

* Fresh meat and spices will be
stocked.

*You can call in your grocery list and/
or restaurant food order and it will be
delivered (limit one run per day).

* Refrigerator space will be avail-
able for any medications waiting to be

picked up or delivered.

The walk-on vessel

For these 8 to 10 weeks, the only
scheduled passenger transportation link-
ing Guemes to Fidalgo Island will be
aboard the walk-on M/V Mystic Sea op-
erating out of Dock A at Cap Sante
Marina. This 100-foot whale-watching
vessel has a 77-passenger capacity (plus
crew) and features lots of easily accessi-
ble indoor seating, two restrooms, and a
20-inch TV. Rides are free.

Monte Hughes and his wife, Cindy,
who have property on Guemes, have
owned the boat and operated the

business for 20 years. Hughes told the
Tide that the all-aluminum vessel’s twin
engines have recently been brought up
to “the highest environmental stan-
dards.” At the meeting Monte gave is-
landers a lot of information about his
vessel, distributed a sketch of its floor
plan, and fielded many questions.

There is a main salon, with plush up-
holstery, that seats 30, and a back deck
that seats 40, all enclosed.

* Passengers with pets, scooters, shop-
ping carts, etc. are restricted to the back
deck and must stay with whatever pets
or items they have brought on board.
Those in dirty work clothes are also re-
quested to use the back deck.

*There is no smoking aboard.

*There is a five-bike rack at the back
of the boat.

* Some freight can be accommodated
on the dive step at the back of the boat.

*In case of emergency transport,
there is an area where a gurney can be
strapped down. A privacy curtain has
been installed.

*The space in front of the wheelhouse
must be kept clear, especially in fog.

*The loading ramp is ADA approved,
but because it is only 46 inches wide,
wheelbarrows are difficult to maneuver.
Please use shopping carts when possible.

Boat logistics and schedule

During the outage, two county deck-
hands will assist passengers on board
and a third will help either on the boat
or at Cap Sante as needed.

The Mystic Sea will keep as close
to the posted schedule as possible (see
temporary schedule, page 23); howev-
er, both Beck and Hughes emphasized
that variations are inevitable. The trip
between Cap Sante and Guemes is lon-
ger and involves more open water, so
inclement weather may delay or cancel
runs, and Coast Guard permission is re-
quired if there is a 35 mph westerly. The
boat will not run if waves reach four feet
or in dense fog.

As for “on demand” runs to make up
for earlier delays, Hughes said the desi-
cion will be Beck’s. She will post major
interruptions in service on the county
website (www.skagitcounty.net/ferry) on
LineTime, and at the Store. As of the



meeting Beck did not have a system in
place to notify waiting passengers about
delays, but she is working on it.

The Sea’s normal run time to
Guemes is 15 minutes. Because only
one person can board at a time, the
amount of time required to load/unload
varies widely. A load of 10-20 riders
normally takes 8 minutes to get on or
off; combined with run time, this equals
about 60 minutes for a round trip. With
30-40 passengers the total goes to 70
minutes, and with a full load of 50-70
passengers it increases to 90.

Hughes suggested avoiding travel
during the busiest times, and said it is
imperative that passengers are coopera-
tive in boarding and disembarking.

While motorcycles are not prohibit-
ed, they will be loaded on a space-avail-
able basis after foot passengers, and rid-
ers must stay with their bikes.

Citing past experiences, Steve

Orsini suggested there be a system so
those who get to the dock first will get
boarded in case of overcapacity. Many

The M/V Mystic Sea at sea
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others agreed, including Beck, and she
said she will have a system in place at
both docks by the time of the outage.

Cap Sante Marina and parking
*There is a phone booth, bike rack,
and chemical toilet near the Mystic Sea
loading ramp.
e Islanders should use the fenced park-
ing lot at the end of Seafarer’s Way,
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which has more than 200 parking spac-
es. However, this lot cannot be used for
boat trailers, RVs, or large work vehi-
cles. The lot at 6th and K is available for
these. The “railroad” parking lot next to
the marina will not be available to the
public. There is no charge for parking
during the outage.

*There are spaces in front of the dock
for 2- and 12-hour parking. Beck said
she will make sure there is ample ADA-
approved parking.

* Please do not leave valuables in your
vehicle, and make sure bikes and vehi-
cles are securely locked.

Beck pointed out that this is a new
scenario, and it isn’t possible to predict
every detail in advance. However, she as-
sures islanders that everyone concerned
will work together to find the best solu-
tions as issues arise. “Making this expe-
rience as safe and easy as possible is my

goal,” she said. )

Outage Survival 101: Tips on Living Without a Car Ferry

By Judith Horton

If you're new to the island, you will
soon experience your first extended ferry
outage and learn why living here is not for
the impatient or the faint of heart.

For those who can't take this opportu-
nity to visit someone they know in a sunny
clime for as long as possible, here are some
tips from veterans of previous outages
(including this writer).

Vehicles

The most obvious problem is how
to get around in town and on the island.
For those with two vehicles, the solution
is equally obvious: leave one on each
side. But for those with only one, this is an
opportunity to experience firsthand that
island life is all about sharing and, as the
Guemes Connects logo states, “neighbors
helping neighbors.”

Since for many of us maintaining san-
ity during these 8 to 10 weeks will depend
on having access to a vehicle on the other
side, start talking to family, friends and
neighbors now. In this scenario, one (or
more) of you leaves a vehicle on each side
and you form a“car co-op,’ coordinating
your schedules so that everyone can get to
where they need to go. This works as long

as all parties communicate in advance and
remember to notify their “teammates” as to
where they parked the car.

There is also the issue of getting said
vehicle to Cap Sante Marina before the
outage and then getting yourself back
to Guemes. At the Connects meeting, Al
Bush Jr. explained that if you call the Skagit
Transit 49+ bus (757-4433) 30 minutes in
advance, it will pick you up at the corner
of 10th and Q, in front of Cap Sante. (Of
course, it's easier to have a friend give you a
lift back to the Guemes ferry.)

And don't wait until the last minute
to put your car on the other side! Ferry
Manager Rachel Beck is concerned that if
300 islanders try to take their cars across on
the last day before the outage, there will
be long delays and some people may not
make it. As we went to press, the last run
was set for Sunday, March 27, at 8:00 p.m.

Plan ahead and stock up

Don't forget to stock up on bulky or
heavy items before the ferry goes down—
cat and dog food, cat litter, birdseed,
chicken scratch, canned and frozen foods,
toilet paper, etc. Hopefully those of you car-
ing for horses, donkeys, and other livestock
have already given this some thought—it’s

no fun to cart hay on and off a boatin a
wheelbarrow! And the fact that the Mystic
Sea can be boarded only one passenger at
a time can also really slow things down.

For all you gardeners, this will be
prime soil-prep and planting time, so think
about your needs through May in terms of
compost, topsoil, planting mix, fertilizer, or
anything else that comes in truckloads or
large, hard-to-handle bags.

Last but not least, if you are planning
on buying furniture, tires, a new washer/
dryer, mattress, TV, or the like, make sure it
can be delivered before the outage.

Avoiding frustration

You already know that getting any-
where during the outage is going to take
longer, so plan accordingly. Alert those at
work (or your golf buddies, girlfriends, etc.)
about the situation.

Then, as best you can, relax and set
your watch on island time. Keep a good
book, Sudoku, or other form of entertain-
ment in all vehicles in which you might find
yourself spending extra time.

Finally, here are the two best things
you can do: use this time to connect with
your island neighbors and keep your sense
of humor well oiled and in daily use.
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Ferry-Dock Construction Update

Razz Construction drives piles for the temporary dock.

By Win Anderson

The next stage of activity for the
dock rehabilitation project on the
Guemes side will occur in mid-March,

when general contractor Razz
Construction establishes a
staging area and begins stock-
piling material, according to
project manager Dan Nelson.
The first phase will be instal-
lation of a temporary floating
dock for the walk-on ferry
where pilings were driven in
February.

The $1.56 million project
to replace the badly eroded
concrete girders and associat-
ed parts on both the Guemes

and Anacortes docks is the
most ambitious ferry infra-
structure work for the ferry system since
the M/V Guemes replaced the Almar in
1979. At that time docks on both sides

The Latest on Ferry Fare Increases

By Judith Horton

As of the last installment in the fer-
ry-fare saga (February issue, page 3),
at their annual public meeting January
16 the Guemes Island Ferry Commit-
tee (FC) presented the Skagit County
Public Works (PW) proposal to increase
fares. PW maintains there is a need to
increase fares to meet the fare revenue
target ($953,905) for 2011. The FC
members discussed their ideas for cut-
ting the ferry’s operating costs instead.
The FC’s position was overwhelmingly
endorsed by those islanders in atten-
dance at the meeting, and was presented
to the Board of County Commissioners
on January 18.

However, as a result of years of ex-
perience dealing with this issue, the FC
had also proposed an alternative rate-
increase plan, which was supported as
a fallback position. This fare proposal
package was presented to Ferry Manag-
er Rachel Beck and PW Director Henry
Hash January 28.

On February 3, at a meeting with
FC members, Hash, Beck, and several
other PW staff, the FC’s proposal was
discussed, and all agreed that the best
approach is to present one joint pro-
posal to the commissioners. However, if
the final PW proposed fares are too dis-
similar to the FC proposal, two separate

proposals may be presented.

After this meeting, PW presented a
proposal which is “the result of input
received from Public Works staff, the
Guemes Island Ferry Committee, and
from citizens who attended the 2010
Public Forums.” It does not address cut-
ting costs. (This proposal is reproduced
on page 14 of this issue; it’s also avail-
able at www.skagitcounty.net/ferry.) The
next Ferry Operations Public Forum
will be on March 24—see page 1.

Changing fares or the fare structure
requires a public hearing. To this end,
PW published their proposed fare in-
creases along with their comments in a
legal notice in the Skagir Valley Herald
on February 24. The hearing is sched-
uled for March 15 (see page 1). The
Ferry Committee encourages as many
people as possible to attend. 2

of the channel had to be rebuilt to ac-
commodate the larger vessel. New ramps
were installed that moved up and down
mechanically. (The Almar’s ramps were
“floaters,” which had originally served as
a bridge somewhere else in the county.)

In addition to the dock work, during
the shutdown the Guemes will be getting
a second newly rebuilt engine, and the
entire vehicle staging area on the Ana-
cortes side will be resurfaced.

Ferry Manager Rachel Beck said she
hasn’t yet determined whether, upon
completion, there will be any public
parking near the terminal other than
handicap spaces. As the 7ide went to
press, Beck said an agreement had not
yet been reached with Anchor Cove Ma-
rina over disputed space in the adjacent
“railroad” lot, “but we are hopeful that
one will be soon. Skagit County also re-

mains hopeful that no parking spaces
will be lost.” J

é Ticketing Machine Update A

Skagit County recently issued a
request for proposals for an automated
ticketing system for the Guemes ferry.
Three proposals were received on Febru-
ary 17 and are currently being reviewed
by county staff. The request for the
ticketing system included a ticket kiosk,
e-commerce for online ticket sales, and a
will-call feature to order passes at home
and pick them up at the terminal.

According to county Information
Services Director Mike Almvig, techni-
cal contracts are awarded for function-
based competitive bids—the county is
not required to take the lowest bid. The
system must be tested and meet specific
milestones before final payment is made

\to the winning contractor. J
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When What Time Where Contact
Mar. |, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30pm - 3:30pm Boots Anderson's Marianne Kooiman 293-5815
After-School Library Day/Storytime 4:15pm - 6:00pm Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper: Outrageous Photos 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Mar. 2, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:45pm - 8:15pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Mar. 3, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:15am - I'1:15am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Gathering Lunch: Jan's Mystery Meal I1:30am - 12:15pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Kids' After-School Swimming 4:30pm - 5:30pm Pool Leslie Tysseling 293-2616
Mar. 4, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:30am - 10:00am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Game Night 6:30pm Hall Stella Spring 588-1588
Mar. 5, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Peace Corps Social 4:00pm - 7:00pm Loft at the Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548
Mar. 6, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Church Council Meeting 8:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Church Service 9:30am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Fiber Arts 9:30am Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Beginning Knitting w/Morna - Part 2 2:00pm - 4:00pm Loft at the Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548
Mar. 7, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Preschool Free Play/Story Activities 10:00am - 12:00pm Hall & Library Kathy Finks 588-9192
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Mar. 8, Tues. After-School Library Day/Storytime 4:15pm - 6:00pm Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Mardi Gras Soup Supper: "Racy" Poetry 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Fire Commissioner's Meeting 7:30pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995
Mar. 9, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:45pm - 8:15pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Mar. 10, Thu.  Hall Walkers 10:15am - I'1:15am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Gathering Lunch: Meatloaf & potatoes I1:30am - 12:15pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Kids' After-School Swimming 4:30pm - 5:30pm Pool Leslie Tysseling 293-2616
Men's Book Club 7:00pm - 9:00pm Library George Meekins 840-9391
Mar. | I, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-022 1
Meditation 8:30am - 10:00am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 12, Sat. Guemes Mountain Trail-Building Day 8:30am - 3:30pm www.wta.org
Set-up a free e-mail account (see pg. 23) 10:00am - 2:00pm Library Dave Wolf 299-0422
After-School Library Day/Storytime 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 13, Sun. Spiritual Practices Class 8:00am Church David Slabaugh 293-0221
Daylight Guemes Mountain Trail-Building Day 8:30am - 3:30pm www.wta.org
Savings Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Begins Church Service 9:30am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Mar. 14, Mon.  Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Preschool Free Play/Story Activities 10:00am - 12:00pm Hall & Library Kathy Finks 588-9192
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Historical Society Meeting 7:30pm Church Win Anderson 293-4539
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Library Book Club 8:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. |5, Tues.  Public Hearing on Ferry Fare Increase 10:00am Mount Vernon Rachel Beck 419-7618
After-School Library Day/Storytime 4:15pm - 6:00pm Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper: St. Patrick's Day Party 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Knitting Night 7:30pm Carol's Carol Pellett 293-8128

All events listed are open to the public (some require pre-registration). Asterisk (¥) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact
Mar. 16, Wed.  Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast 8:00am Church Jeff Gent 293-6346
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting [ 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:45pm - 8:15pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Mar. 17, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:15am - I'l:15am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
St. Patrick's  Gathering Lunch: Corned beef &cabbage  |1:30am - 12:15pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Day Kids' After-School Swimming 4:30pm - 5:30pm Pool Leslie Tysseling 293-2616
GICCA Dinner & Meeting 6:15pm Hall Leslie Tysseling 293-2616
Mar. 18, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:30am - 10:00am Island Sangha Zendo  Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Game Night 6:30pm Hall Stella Spring 588-1588
Mar. 19, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 20, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Vernal Spiritual Practices Class 8:00am Church David Slabaugh 293-0221
Equinox Church Service 9:30am Church Julie Pingree 293-2269
Fiber Arts 9:30am Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Mar. 21, Mon.  Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Preschool Free Play/Story Activities 10:00am - 12:00pm Hall & Library Kathy Finks 588-9192
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Mar. 22, Tues.  After-School Library Day/Storytime 4:15pm - 6:00pm Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper: Adventure to Antarctica 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Mar. 23, Wed.  Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Cemetery Meeting 9:00am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Women'’s Fellowship/Quilting I1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:45pm - 8:15pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Mar. 24, Thu.  Hall Walkers 10:15am - I'1:15am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Ferry Operations Public Forum 5:30pm Hall Rachel Beck 419-7618
Gathering Lunch: Ham I1:30am - 12:15pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Kids' After-School Swimming 4:30pm - 5:30pm Pool Leslie Tysseling 293-2616
Mar. 25, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:30am - 10:00am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 26, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 27, Sun. Spiritual Practices Class 8:00am Church David Slabaugh 293-0221
Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am Island Sangha Zendo Jon Prescott 929-6996
Church Service 9:30am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Mar. 28, Mon.  Ferry out for dock repair till May 22
Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Preschool Free Play/Story Activities 10:00am - 12:00pm Hall & Library Kathy Finks 588-9192
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 7:00pm - 8:30pm Hall Barbara McGuinness 293-7973
Mar. 29, Tues.  After-School Library Day/Storytime 4:15pm - 6:00pm Library Tom Butler 632-0002
Soup Supper: TBA 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Mar. 30, Wed.  Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting I 1:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2pm-4pm/6pm-8pm  Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:45pm - 8:15pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Mar. 31, Thu.  Hall Walkers 10:15am - I I:15am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Gathering Lunch: Hot Turkey Sandwich I1:30am - 12:15pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Kids' After-School Swimming 4:30pm - 5:30pm Pool Leslie Tysseling 293-2616
ONGOING Anderson's General Store returns to their regular schedule March 8 (open 7 days per week).
Mar. 28 - Apr. 15: Solar Energy International workshops* at the Hall. Contact lan Woofenden at 770-1520.
UPCOMING _ Apr. | - George Wilson Fiddle Concert (GICCA fundraiser for the Schoolhouse Park Stage) - 7:00pm at the Hall.

To add your event, contact Sophie at 588-9090 or sophiadobra@msn.com (by the 15th of the month).




Brought to you by Karen Everett, REALTOR"

Market Trends ANACORTES EXPO
If you’ve been waiting for the market to bottom-out, | don’t have a March 12, 2011
crystal ball but | think it’s getting close. Market activity has been 11:00 am—4:00 pm

increasing and prices are stabilizing, but there are still more foreclo- | 1601 R Avenue Anacortes
sures coming. The homes that sell are the ones that are in the best | Celebrates living, working,
condition and are aggressively priced. Some homes are actually in | and playing in Anacortes.

high demand. Call me to see what the best options are for you. Free
Properties Sold by Karen (January 2010 to date) Sale Price
3 bedroom Anacortes Bungalow $126,000
2300 sq ft Anacortes 3 bedroom home $175,000
Charming Anacortes cottage $178,500
2 bedroom condominium in Bothell $235,000
Cozy 2 bedroom Guemes home $241,750
2 bedroom Guemes getaway on 10 acres $330,000
Landscaped 3 bedroom Guemes one-level $400,000
3 bedroom architecturally-designed Guemes home $430,000
2 bedroom waterfront classic in La Conner $442,000
4 bedroom in Parkside neighborhood of Anacortes $660,000 e e
San Juan Lanes Bowling Alley in Anacortes $1,594,000 Artist/Gardener/Cook’s Delight

WHAT MY CLIENTS ARE SAYING... —

“Karen is a real professional “Karen was extremely easy to get a hold
realtor. She did a magnificent job in  of, either via email or phone. She
selling my home in this very dismal real  gssjsted with the loan process and was
estate market.” great to work with.”

- Bob Easton - Mike & Tory Haschak ol . 00

“Karen, Thanks for all your work on  «ys, did a great job of keeping us

this.  You madf the extra effort to  jncormed, following through and repre-
make it happen. senting us.”

- Greg Easton - Curt Whiting

“Thank you so much for all your help.
[A] quick and painless close is what |
like. You were a wonderful pick for us
and | will recommend you to anyone
who asks.”

“Nancy and | thank you for all you’ve
done to make this happen, and we look
forward to being co-islanders with you
and your family.”

- Vicki Cook - Tony Allison

“Karen went above and beyond in as-
sisting us. Just before closing, our
lender required an RMA (Road Mainte-
nance Agreement) —Karen located all
the neighbors and assisted them in
signing "and notarizing—a  BIG job! 4l Like to sewdl my heartfelt thanks to
Karen is always professional, available, ;1| the warme and wonderful people |
and fun to work with.” ,

worked with last year, and who chose

me as their Realtor.  Karen 70-acre homestead w/trails $3,500,000

Call Karen at (360) 202-7373

GuemeslslandExpert.com

“She was great and knew a ton about
the area. We will recommend her.”

- Keith & Mary Ligon

- Pat Waite

Guemes Island

Graphic Design by Sophia Dobra
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Public Works Department’s Proposed Ferry Fares

The county commissioners will hold a public hearing about the proposed fares on March 15 at 10:00 a.m. The meeting
will be in the Board of County Commissioners hearing room at 1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, WA 98273-5625.
Comments received by letter or e-mail (see www.skagitcounty.net) through March 18 will also be considered.

Effective TBD

PROPOSED RATE SCHEDULE | |
Adult Passenger $2.50 $3.50
Senior / Disabled / Youth Passenger $1.50 $2.00
Age 5 & Under Free Free
Adult & Bicycle $3.50 $4.50
Senior / Disabled / Youth & Bicycle $2.50 $3.00
25 Trip Adult Passenger $53.00
25 Trip Senior / Disabled / Youth Passenger $32.00
Motorcycle (Including Rider) $5.00 $7.00
Motorcycle w/ Senior / Disabled Rider $4.00 $6.00
Vehicle & Driver (Under 20 feet including overhang) $8.00 $10.00
Vehicle & Senior / Disabled Driver (Under 20 feet) $7.00 $9.00
20 Trip Vehicle (under 20") & Driver $136.00
20 Trip Vehicle (under 20") & Senior / Disabled Driver $119.00
20 Trip Motorcycle & Rider $85.00
20 Trip Motorcycle & Senior / Disabled Rider $68.00
Vehicle over 20 ft to less than 25 ft $11.00 $14.00
Vehicle over 25 ft to less than 30 ft $16.00 $20.00
Vehicle over 30 ft to less than 35 ft $21.00 $26.00
Vehicle over 35 ft to less than 40 ft $27.00 $34.00
Vehicle over 40 ft to less than 45 ft $34.00 $43.00
Vehicle over 45 ft to less than 50 ft $42.00 $53.00
Vehicle over 50 ft to less than 55 ft $51.00 $64.00
Vehicle over 55 ft to less than 60 ft $60.00 $75.00
Vehicle over 60 ft to less than 65 ft $71.00 $89.00
Each 5 ft increment over 65 ft $5.00 $5.00
Over width charge (over 8 ft, 6 in) Double Length Charge
Extended Run (1 run at end of day) plus fare $100.00
Guemes Special (crew call out) plus fare $450.00
Charter Rate (3 hr min) plus fare $1,000.00
$ per hour, each additional hour $325.00

*Non-peak is September 11 through May 19. Peak is May 20 through September 10.
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Medical Response During the Ferry Outage

By Mike Stamper

Medical response will be business as
usual during the car-ferry outage.

Both the Guemes Island Fire De-
partment (GIFD) EMTs and the Ana-
cortes Fire Department paramedics will
be called out for all medical emergen-
cies. Patients will be assessed by GIFD
while the paramedics are en route.
Transport to the ferry landing will be
in the GIFD ambulance. Patients will
be transferred to the passenger ferry for
transport to Anacortes.

Some of the fire department’s oper-
ating guidelines will change during the
ferry shutdown. EMTs will take mea-
sures to ensure patient confidential-
ity during a more public transport. The
Mystic Sea will have a privacy curtain

and a space in the rear of the boat where
a gurney can be strapped down.

Because of the extended transport
time on the passenger ferry to and from
Cap Sante, the possibility of using Air-
life Northwest to fly critical patients
must be considered earlier in the call.
EMTs have the option of putting Airlift
Northwest on standby or in the air. If it
becomes clear the patient will not need
to be airlifted, the helicopter can be
turned back at any time.

GIFD has been working closely with
the ferry staff and with the Anacortes
Fire Department to make sure the level
of care they provide is not adversely af-
fected by the ferry shutdown, and that
medical transport will be safe, smooth,
and confidential.

Airlift insurance available

Airlift Northwest AirCare is a mem-
bership plan that provides members
with high-quality, affordable air medical
service. Medicare and some insurance
policies may provide partial coverage
for air ambulance transport charges, but
many do not. A $79 annual member-
ship fee will shield you and your house-
hold from out-of-pocket costs for Air-
lift Northwest air medical services that
aren’t covered by insurance.

GIFD cannot endorse this insurance
but is making information available for
those who are interested.

Brochures and forms are available at
the Fire Hall and at Anderson’s Store, or
visit Airlift Northwest's website at www
.airliftnw.org/aircare/aircare.htm.

Wilderness Training for Island EMTs

By Mike Stamper

High on a hillside above Hamilton on a recent February weekend, the wind
howled and rain squalls drenched a small cadre of EMTs, including Nancy White
and Larry Pyke of the Guemes Island Fire Department.

The weekend exercise culminated a four-week intensive course to train Wil-
derness EMTs. Wilderness EMTs must provide extended treatment for a patient
injured in remote areas far from ambulances and emergency rooms. In the exer-
cise, the five-person team had to stabilize the patient, protect her from the ele-
ments, and rig a way to carry her to the nearest road the following morning.

Under normal conditions, EMTs perform rapid assessments, stabilize, and
“package” their patients for immediate transport to a local emergency room. They
seldom spend more than an hour with a patient and often send them on their way

Wilderness EMTs are trained to make rescues in
remote locations.

in 15 to 20 minutes. During this time, they usually have ready access to an ambulance and a wide array of patient-care tools.
In the wilderness, the patient must often be cared for over an extended period in a difficult and hostile environment, with
whatever tools are at hand. Caregivers must be resourceful and flexible.
White and Pyke are already helping to improve the response capabilities of Guemes’s fire department. Recent training ses-
sions have focused on environmental emergencies and rescuing victims from remote locations, in anticipation of events that
might occur with the opening of Guemes Mountain to the public and the construction of a trail to the top. J
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" Requesting a Citizen Assist BLUMBING
ike Stamper
g Occasiorlljally island residents find themselves in need of assistance from the fire & MECHANICAL

department but believe their situation does not constitute a full emergency. A common
example is when an elderly person has fallen and their partner is unable to help them
up; another example is a malfunctioning alarm system.

In such cases, residents can call 911 and request a “citizen assist” from the fire de-
partment. This type of call is given a low-priority status and does not trigger a response
from Anacortes Fire Department paramedics.

If you have any doubt whether advanced life support may be needed, it's better to
treat the call as an emergency. Guemes Island responders can always turn the paramed-
ics around if they are not required—but if they are needed, time is often a critical factor.

Quality, Professional Service
New Construction, Remodels
Hydronic Heating Specialist
Pumps and Water Systems
Complete Water Treatment

Systems

Eldon Johnson
Phone: 360.293.7794
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Mountain Trail Nears Summit

By Karen Everett

Woo-hoo! The trail to the top of Guemes Mountain is
nearly finished, and it should reach the summit by the end
of March.

That’s according to Washington Trail Association trail
boss Pete Dewell. During the past five months, volunteers
led by Dewell have dug, scraped, and cut their way up the
hillside about two weekends a month. In January and Feb-
ruary, work parties “removed more alder stumps, worked on
water runoff problems, and created more roughed and final
trail bed,” says Dewell. And contrary to rumor, the WTA is

Land Trusd
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not discouraging people from using the trail before it is fin- A-cor Pacalel el Packing Acea |\ £ ¢

Belverhuled complelion: Spring 2411
ished, he adds.

The gravel pullout parking lot should be finished at about
the same time as the trail, in late March, according to Skagit
Land Trust (SLT) Stewardship Director Michael Kirshenbaum. SLT will oversee the construction of the four-car gravel parallel-
parking strip, which will be located on the east (or trail) side of South Shore Road (see map). “It will take us a little longer to
install permanent signage about the trail,” says Kirshenbaum, “and eventually there will be a bike rack at the trailhead.”

The next work parties are Saturday, March 12, and Sunday, March 13. If you want to be a part of the trail’s creation before it’s
too late, go to the Washington Trail Association’s website at www.wta.org and click on “Volunteer” and then “Trail Work Parties.” J

The new roadside parking area will accommodate four cars.

Feld Found Competent, Now Wants to Plead Guilty

On February 24, Skagit County Superior Court Judge Michael E. Rickert signed an order finding former Guemes resident
Charles Feld competent to stand trial, based on an evaluation from Western State Hospital. Feld had been evaluated and
treated at the hospital for 56 days, by court order.

Addressing the judge calmly and respectfully, Feld agreed with the evaluation and asked to proceed to trial. Explaining that
he had wanted to represent himself from the beginning but had not been allowed to do so, he added, “I am ready to take guilty
to all charges.”

Judge Rickert cautioned him that he should consult his regular court-appointed attorney Wes Richards (who could not
attend the hearing) to fully understand the ramifications before entering any pleas.

“Your honor, I know all the ramifications, and the record will show that I have refused to meet with you—the court—and
Mr. Richards, but I stand here today saying that I am ready to plead guilty and go on to whatever the court decides my life is
going to [be],” Feld declared.

Feld then asked to give a written statement to Prosecuting Attorney Rich Weyrich, against the advice of counsel, Adam
Yanasak, a public defender who was standing in for Richards. Judge Rickert again advised Feld to consult with Richards first,
but Feld replied quietly, “Mr. Richards doesnt need to OK my decisions, your honor. May I give this to the prosecutor?”
Permission was granted.

A trial date was set for March 21. Feld is charged with attempted first-degree murder, first-degree arson, three counts of
first-degree assault, and unlawful possession of a firearm, stemming from an incident on the island in April 2010. >

For Sale [#®” PELICAN BAYy BOOKS Olson
by Matt Buchman and Nanette Cardon Used & Anriquzlrian DCSigIl

oy Buy, Sell, & Trade! »i OI‘kS
\\ Remodels ¢ Painting ¢ Design

Solar-powered home with
amazing western views
Details at www.margihoughton.com

1986 Honda Elite 80cc scooter,
85 mpg, bright red, $650

Personalizing your space:..

1104 9¢th St. Anacortes, WA 98221
(360) 293-1852

pelicanbay@verizon.net Robert Olson (360) 588-9090

Mon, Tue 10-5 .
| i& Wed Closed olsondesignworks.net

Thur - Sat 10- 5, Sun 12- 4

Great starter set for beekeeping,
hives and more $200

(360) 941-1731 [
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Beachcombing

with Win Anderson

The old is new again.

Carl and Ann Cady and others working with ancient tech-
nology (dial-up service) should be pleased to learn that when
the recent events in Egypt prompted the government to shut
down broadband, many imaginative protesters wiped the dust
off their dial-up modems and found they worked just fine for
getting their messages out to the world. And that old standby,
ham radio, also played a heroic part in their communications.

It is comforting to know the Guemes Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) has the island hams standing
by should we ever face a breakdown in conventional commu-
nications. Operators include Ron Knowles, Gary Curtis, Da-
vid McKibben, Gail Nicolls, Dave Wolf, and Rob Schroder.
CERT also has an emergency island communications network
of 16 Family Radio Service volunteers.

We lost more than good friends in February when Nanette
Cardon and Matt Buchman abruptly pulled up stakes for
Portland where Matt nailed a job, thus ending a depressingly
long search.

Matt and Nanette were both ham operators for CERT.
Besides that, Nanette provided a valuable community service
by indexing back issues of the Evening Star, Beachcomber, Til-
likum, and Tide. The couple’s ultra-sustainable-energy home
was regularly available for tours and Matt was a leading mem-
ber of the Guemes Energy Efficiency Club (GEEC). Amazing

Stunning
Waterfront
Retreat!

Do you know of anyone who would like to live in this
elegant Island Retreat? The SELLER is offering a $5,000
BONUS if you recommend a buyer who purchases this
home by June 1, 2011. Call Ed Finlan for more details!

The Guemes Tide March 2011 17

how quickly lives can change, Nanette told the 7ide. The fam-
ily moved here ten years ago with every intention of making
Guemes their permanent home.

Nanette’s daughter Addie, now at the University of Wash-
ington, has also been a valued island resource, having tran-
scribed nearly every oral history currently on file with the
Guemes Island Historical Society.

Small-world note: Matt and Nanette are now living with-
in a couple blocks of another Guemes expatriate, one they've
never met. Our son Neil has been living in northwest Port-
land for a few years.

Another small-world note: during a 7ide staff discussion
of the differing spellings of similar-sounding names, manag-
ing editor Nick Allison discovered that he had been taught
in the first grade by Karen Everett’s grandmother, Lenora
McEachran, at Laurelhurst School in Seattle.

Our friend Edd Cox gave up his car 15 years ago. On his
most recent visit to Guemes he chose to travel using only
public transportation from his apartment in Seattle’s Pioneer
Square. His train-bus-bus-ferry odyssey got him to Mangan’s
Landing in under four hours at a cost of $17. He was pleas-
antly surprised to learn that the Skagit Transit buses were free
and the Guemes ferry was just $2. Said the whole trip was a
delightfully relaxing alternative to I-5. (Editors’ note: For related
information on using public transportation to get between Seattle
and Guemes on a budget, see Justin Jamess article on page 14 of
the February 2011 Tide.) )

150+ feet of beach frontage
Unobstructed view of Mt. Baker
Soaring ceiling & wall of windows
20’ marble fireplace

3 bedroom, 3 baths, 2 fireplaces
Over 3200 square feet

Open staircase and 2nd story
overlook—stunning fir floors

RV Parking

¢ Multilevel View Decks

Offered at
$779,000

$135,000 under appraised value

Call for details360.542.6868
ed@edfinlan.com
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A Taste

Mickey McEachern and the House of Good Fork

By Karen Everett

Halfway down the driveway toward
the beautiful home on Clark Point built
by Michael Brown and Michelle “Mick-
ey’ McEachern, a sign reads “Casa del-
la Buona Forchetta” with a large fork
laid across it. The Italian phrase liter-
ally means “house of good fork,” but to
this couple it has much more meaning.
“Twenty years ago we were on a wine
tour in Italy,” says Mickey. “Michael was
being very enthusiastic about his food,
and this gorgeous young Italian gal ob-
serving him said, ‘Ah, buona forchet-
ta’—meaning he had a good appetite.”

This lively, witty, and fun Guemes
Island couple brings a hearty appetite
to life, work, play, and of course food—
not to mention wine. They literally fell
in love while working together in the
wine business.

McEachern grew into the business
from her years waitressing while earning
a political science degree at the Universi-
ty of Washington. Her résumé includes
well-known bastions of fine eating such

of Guemes

as E X. McRory’s, McCor-
mick’s, and the 1904, where
she became the restaurant
manager, then the wine
manager.

She then moved on to
Italia, on Western Avenue,
where her culinary skills
were sharpened making trays
for their booming catering
business. As wine manager
she worked closely with dis-
tributor Noble Wines, who
served all the top restaurants in the area,
including Canlis and Ray’s Boathouse.
“Eventually,” she says, “the Noble guys
recruited me to come work for them in
1989.” And guess who was chosen to
train Mickey about the restaurant ac-
counts at Noble? None other than Mi-
chael Brown.

Michael soon left Noble for a bike
trip around the country, but Mickey
stayed on and worked another 20 years.

After Brown returned from his bike
trip, he went to work for one of the old-

Mickey and Michael pose at home with "Woody," a carved
figure Michael picked up on a wine trip in South Africa.

est wine importers in the country, Vine-
yard Brands, located in Birmingham, Al-
abama. He’s been there 15 years. Brown
travels a lot for the job, going overseas
at least once a year. “He has a contest
among his distributors, and every year
he takes three or four of the top sell-
ers to places like France, Spain, Italy, or
South Africa,” says McEachern. As this
goes to press, Brown is in New Zealand
with this year’s winners.

Brown and McEachern, who have
(continued on page 20)
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don’t make your own pasta.

Ingredients

Bolognese sauce (see recipe)

Béchamel sauce with pesto (see recipe)

Homemade lasagna noodles (1 typical
batch) or 2 16-0z. boxes oven-ready
lasagna noodles

8-12 oz. grated Parmigiano-Reggiano
cheese

6-8 oz. grated Fontina cheese

Bolognese sauce (make a day ahead)
4 c. extra-virgin olive oil
2 carrots, chopped
2 med. onions, chopped
4 ribs celery, chopped
5 cloves garlic, minced
1 Ib. ground pork
% |b. ground lamb
% Ib. ground veal
4 oz. pancetta, chopped

Lasagna a la Crow

“This is the signature lasagna from my friend Craig Serbousek, who owns Crow Restaurant in Seattle,” says Mickey. “The key is the
meaty Bolognese sauce, the béchamel, and going light on the cheese.” Craig recommends using oven-ready lasagna noodles if you

1 6-0z. can tomato paste
1 c. whole milk
1 ¢. dry white wine
1 tsp. thyme
Salt and pepper to taste

Preparation: Heat the olive oilin a
large, heavy pot on medium heat. Cook
onions, carrot, celery, and garlic until
translucent. Add meats and pancetta, in-
crease heat, and brown the meat. Add the
tomato paste, milk, wine, and seasonings
and simmer for 1% hours.

Béchamel sauce with pesto
5 tbsp. unsalted butter
Y4 c. flour
3 c. whole milk
2 tsp. salt
2 tbsp. prepared pesto
4 tsp. freshly ground nutmeg

~

Preparation: Melt butter in a sauce-
pan, add flour, and stir until smooth and
light golden brown. Add milk and whisk
over medium-high heat until smooth and
thickened (about 8 to 10 minutes). Stir in
the pesto, salt, and nutmeg.

Preparing the lasagna: In a large,
deep, rectangular casserole dish, layer
the lasagna like this: Bolognese, noodles,
Bolognese, noodles, béchamel, cheeses,
noodles, Bolognese, béchamel, cheeses,
Bolognese, béchamel, and cheeses. Add a
few streaks of pesto on top.

Bake covered at 350°F for one hour.
Uncover and bake for another 30 minutes.
McEachern recommends serving
the lasagna with a Chianti or Sangiovese-

based Montepulciano.

J
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Tomato Tips from Guemes Gardeners

Compiler’s note: Because of our rel-
atively cold climate and the dreaded
“late blight,” tomatoes are a hot topic on
Guemes. For this issue I asked both a pro-
lific tomato grower and a professional gar-
dener to share their wisdom on tomatoes.

Participate in the April issue by send-
ing ideas for topics and names of garden-
ers (including yourself) willing to share
knowledge to editorial@guemestime.org.

—Judith Horton

Dennis Palmer

Dennis Palmer started experiment-
ing with growing tomatoes from seed three
years ago. He is now one of the biggest
suppliers of tomato starts for the annual
Guemes plant sale. He also maintains a
large vegetable and berry garden that feeds
the larder of the Palmer-Lumina house-
hold, with lots of “help” from family dogs
Charlie and Rumi.

In our cranky Northwest climate,
starting seeds in a greenhouse is a must,
and allows you to begin as early as mid-

February. This gives you a much better
chance for a good harvest. If you don’t
have a greenhouse, your best bet is to
buy starts later in the season. Here are
my favorite varieties from Territorial

Seed Company:

* Beaver Lodge Plum, an early grower
well suited to our climate and a good

eating tomato

* Oregon Spring,
a midseason tomato,
good eating and easy
to slice

* Gold Nugget, a late
yellow cherry with a
great flavor

I start four seeds

in each 4-by-4-inch
pot using Blue Ribbon
Potting Soil from Ace
Hardware, a good mix
for tomatoes. Once
they get to about 4
inches tall I remove the
bottom sets of leaves

and plant each healthy-looking seedling
deeply in its own 4-inch pot. I repeat
this process using two-quart or half-gal-
lon pots, when the seedlings are 8 inch-
es tall. This allows the plants to develop
a stronger root system before they are
planted out, and they will bear better.

About the first week in May I insert

(continued on page 20)
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Dennis tends tomato starts destined for the plant sale.

dock repair.

(360) 293-4548

Come warm up with homemade soup
after the walk-on boat ride at

Anderson’s Store

¢ Happy Hour 4 to 7 pm on Monday through Thursday
* Wine, Beer, Dairy, Bread and Veggies
¢ Great specials and baked goods everyday
* Gasoline and Propane supplies
will be available for the duration of

Anderson’s General Store

at Mangan’s Landing, Guemes Island

www.guemesislandstore.com
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A TASTE OF GUEMES
(continued from page 18)

been married 11 years, discovered
Guemes through Anne Magnano of
Magnano Whole Food in the Pike
Place Market. Like many first-time

KAREN EVERETT
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year's 4th of July parade.

visitors, they fell in love with the island
right away. Michael came back with
his daughter McKenzie, “just pokin’
around,” and found a home on 10
acres on South Shore Road.

One of Michael and Mickey’s first
buys after the house: a beater
truck. They can often be seen
tooling around with chairs in
the truck bed, where friends sit
sipping something delicious.
Adorned with pig ears and snout,
it served as their “foat” in last
year’s 4th of July parade, as the
couple handed out bacon while
dressed in porcine costumes.
They are also avid bicyclists, and
can be frequently seen circum-

Michael and Mickey passed out bacon treats in last navigating the island.

In 2006 they found a 20-acre wa-

terfront parcel on Clark Point Road. It
is here that the couple envisioned and
built their dream home with architect
David Hall and local contractor Jack
Sparrow. It’s a study in bringing the
outdoors in, with a flat roof where they
grow strawberries, huge sliding doors,
and wood from their own property.
They moved in about six months ago,
and are still working hard on the sus-
tainable landscaping.

While Michael is off in New Zea-
land, Mickey muses about what she’ll do
with her life now that she’s not working
so hard. “I'm thinking of taking voice
lessons,” she reports. “I'm also thinking
about making cheese to sell.” But her
future is also sure to contain lots of
incredible meals, great wine, and
buona forchetta. d

TOMATO TIPS

(continued from page 20)

a bamboo stake into each pot and tie
the plant with twine. Since these variet-
ies are “determinates,” they grow closer
to the ground and usually do not re-
quire further staking.

The biggest mistake most people
make is planting their starts in the gar-
den too early, before the soil is warm
enough. Wait till the end of May un-
less it’s an unusually warm spring. Once
they’re out in well-prepared garden soil
I don’t feed them, but if you do, use a
10-10-10 fertilizer. If aphids find your
plants, safely eliminate them by spray-
ing with soapy water or with a nontoxic
spray like Safer Insect Killing Soap.

Good luck with your seeds. Other-
wise I'll see you at the plant sale over
Memorial Day weekend.

Becky Stinson

Guemes gardening professional Becky
Stinson recently returned from two months
plying her trade in Hawaii, just in time
to prepare for gardening season here.
For more about Becky, see the December
2010-January 2011 issue, page 17.

If you want to try growing toma-
to plants from seed, now is the time.
Choose varieties bred for short, cool
growing seasons that list 75 days or less
on the seed packet (meaning 75 days

from transplanting, not from seeding).
These are usually described as “early” or
“extra early,” and are more likely to pro-
duce ripe tomatoes before fall frost.

Begin seeds indoors where you can
maintain a soil temperature of 70-75
degrees until they germinate (sprout).
Then they are happier at a room tem-
perature of 60-65 degrees. Supplemental
lighting is critical until they go outdoors
or they’ll become spindly.

It’s easier to buy hardened-off,
healthy, stocky, dark green, organically
grown starts from reputable local grow-
ers. This year’s Master Gardener Plant
Fair will be Saturday, May 7. Better yet,
watch for sales of starts right here on
Guemes. (The annual GIPOA plant sale
is Memorial Day weekend.)

Don’t plant your starts outdoors un-
til after Mother’s Day, or even into June
in a cool spring. Tomatoes planted too
early grow very slowly or even become
stunted, with leaves that may curl and
look purplish due to inefficient nutrient
uptake caused by cool weather and soil.

The biggest issue in growing toma-
toes is temperature. They need all the
heat you can give them, especially at
night. So it’s best to grow your plants in
a greenhouse, hoop-house, sunroom, or
whatever you can create. If planting out-
doors, raised beds or dark-colored con-
tainers allow the soil, and thus roots, to

stay warmer than our usually too-cool
garden soil. If you can, plant them in
front of a light-colored stone or brick
wall for reflected warmth that releases
slowly at night. A tomato in a black pot
(5-gallon or larger) sitting on cement in
front of a light-colored wall will do bet-
ter than one planted out in the garden.

Plant your starts deeply. Tomato
plants are actually vines and can root all
along their stems. Carefully remove all
leaves below the topmost two to three
sets and bury plants all the way to those
top leaves. What was a foot-tall plant
is now only 4-6 inches. The plants may
not seem to grow for a couple of weeks
as they put their energy into growing
roots, but then they will grow vigorous-
ly. The more roots, the bigger the plant
and the more fruit it can produce.

Watering is also important. Drip ir-
rigation conserves water and provides
more consistent moisture. If watering
by hand, take care because wet leaves
encourage the spread of “late blight,” a
fungal disease that can destroy tomato
plants in late summer. By mid-July, I re-
move all the bottom leaves up to a foot
or two from the ground to reduce the
this possibility.

Weather-wise, every year is a sur-
prise, so keep your plants warm and
hope that 2011 gives us a great tomato-
growing season. J
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Clifford Weigel

Clifford “Kick” Hamilton Weigel, 85, of West Shore Road, died on February 9 at home.

He was born in Seattle to Clifford and Dessie (Hamilton) Weigel. He grew up in Seattle and,
while still a teenager, enlisted in the Army Air Corps during World War II. As a B-17 tail gun-
ner, he flew 35 missions over Germany.

After the war Kick went to work for the Mercer Island School District, where he remained
teaching, coaching, and counseling for 30 years. Kick and Janice Joy Gates were married in
1952 and enjoyed 51 years of marriage until Janice’s death in 2003.

The family spent 13 memorable summers at Mount Rainier National Park, where he
worked as Park Ranger.

In 1984, Kick and Janice retired to Guemes, where his garden vegetables became known
island-wide for their size and quality. His other pastimes included spending time on the beach
with family, clamming, crabbing, and brightening the day of everyone around him.

Survivors include son Greg (Jill) Weigel, daughters Tina of Guemes and Tami (Joe) Clark,
six grandchildren, and special friend Marguie Kivett.

A celebration of his life will be held Saturday, March 19, at 2:00 p.m. at the Guemes Com-
munity Church. He was buried at Edens Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the Guemes Island Community Church or Hospice of the
Northwest. Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.

Dorothy Mitchell, 84, a longtime summer resident of Indian Village, died suddenly February 27 of an apparent
heart attack. Services will be held at noon, March 9, at Evergreen Washelli, 11111 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle. A full obit-
uary will appear in the April 7ide.

By Win Anderson

A recreational runner, skier, and
former model, Pat Hackett has always
paid attention to staying in shape. But
little did this 62-year-old know that she
could be a world champion athlete.

In weightlifting.

This 5-foot-10-inch, slender woman,
a commercial artist’s rep who summers
on Channel View Drive with husband
Mark Houchens, grew up in the pre-
Title IX years. Young women were then
more likely to be on the sidelines of
men’s athletic events than on the field.

“I never got to explore sports,” she
says. “That’s the way it was.”

Guemes’s Champ Weightlifter

ing in her age (60-64) and [ the presenter for
weight (63 kilogramor & the International
138.6 pounds) class. L Weightlifting Fed-
To top it off, the judg- £ eration whispered,
es voted her the competi- E “That was too easy
tion’s best lifter. 3 for you. You can
And she has grown to do more.”
love the sport. She says Hackett agrees.
she is obsessed with it. She is headed for

the Nationals in
Savannah, Geor-
gia, April 1, and
the Worlds in Cy-
prus in October. “I am going to work
on breaking the current world records,”

she told the Tide. J

Loves it for the physical
as well as the mental
challenges.
Her trainer, Scott
Hughes, believes Pat has great potential.
At the awards ceremony, as she
bent down to receive her gold medal,

Pat displays the clean and jerk.

But a funny thing happened as she

passed the 60-year mark while paying
a visit to the gym, working on general
conditioning. She watched as another
woman, Trish Zuccotti, practiced the
clean and jerk (a two-stage weightlifting
technique used in the Olympics, among

other places).

Pat thought it looked cool. A year

“I’'m not just a REALTOR,”
I’'m your neighbor.”

KAREN EVERETT
(360) 202-7373

karenguemes®@gmail.com

and a half later she was in Ciechanéw,
Poland, hoisting a 110-pound barbell to
highlight a performance that earned her
first place in World Masters Weightlift-

GuemeslslandExpert.com
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Soulfulness in Tucson

Editors note: From time to time we'll
publish “Snowbird Dispatches,” accounts
of interesting or notable experiences
islanders have had where they spend the
winter. Roz Glasser wintered in Tucson
this year.

By Roz Glasser

January 12, 2011, was among the
most soulful days of my life as I parti
cipated in memorializing the 6 killed
and 13 injured in Tucson the previous
Saturday.

I arrived at 1:30
p-m. for the 6:00
p.m. memorial at
the University of
Arizona McKale
Center, where the
service was being
held. Amazingly,
17,000 people were
already lined up to
get in, including
hundreds who had
come the night be-
fore. As I watched
the throngs of Tuc-

sonans line up, I
realized this was
my first immersion
into the heavy at-
mosphere that laid over this city. I saw
people of all ages and cultures and could
feel the sorrow burned on their faces
and in their hearts.

Although the thousands of us were
mostly strangers, an uncommon love
prevailed in the solemn atmosphere.

As the families and friends of those
killed and injured received loving hugs
and caring messages from the dignitar-
ies, I felt the frustration of the audi-
ence wanting to be just as close to these
people to express their grief and sup-
port. Instead they did what they could,
with awkward applause and cheers when
one of the speakers struck a meaning-
ful chord. President Obama hit an espe-
cially powerful note when he asked that
our discourse reflect the expectations of
the youngest of those lost, nine-year-old

Christina-Taylor Green.

As deeply moving as the service was,
it wasn’t until the days that followed
that I felt the fullest expression of this
community’s way of dealing with its
grief and its path toward healing. As I
strolled around the University Medical
Center memorial (one of several around
the city), I saw the many ways people
fashioned their expressions of sorrow for
this tragedy and their hope for the fu-
ture. From children’s teddy bears with

In the aftermath of the January 12 mass shooting, thousands of
Tucsonans expressed grief and solidarity in a variety of ways.

notes like “feel better” to large poster-
boards signed by whole schools and
companies, the outpouring of compas-
sion was intense. Here are a few of the
messages I found especially moving:
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness,
only light can do that (M. L. King Jr.)”;
“Hug Tucson, live civilly”; “We've seen
too many stars to let the darkness over-
whelm us”; “Fight Gabby fight”; and
“Your lives were a blessing, may you rest
in peace.” I continue to be awestruck by
the numerous funds quickly established
by citizens’ groups and businesses to
help with medical bills and to memori-
alize those slain.

It was as though Jared Loughner’s
shots were absorbed into a pool of love
that produced enormous ripples of car-
ing. The ripples just keep expanding. J
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f GIITAC Recommends “Untying” Your b

E-mail Address from Your ISP

The Guemes Island Internet/ TV Advisory Committee (GIITAC) recommends that people who currently use their In-
ternet service provider’s (ISP) domain name in their e-mail address—for example, cablerocket.com—change over to one of
the many free e-mail services, such as Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo!, AOL, etc.

Moving to a free service ensures that your e-mail address will remain the same in the future, no matter who your ISP
is. Index Cable subscribers will lose their cablerocket.com e-mail addresses at some point after Mount Baker Cable begins
running the service, because CableRocket will no longer be the ISP.

Changing your e-mail address isn’t as difficult as it may sound. Use your browser to search for “free e-mail services.” Af-
ter selecting a link to a service, follow the instructions to set up an account. Then, of course, you will need to notify your
correspondents of your new address.

If you need some assistance, GIITAC member Dave Wolf has volunteered to help people create new free accounts on
Saturday, March 12, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Library. Or, for help that will come to you, ask around—there
are a number of island residents who do computer consulting for a fee.

N

TEMPORARY Austin’s Inc.
GUEMES ISLAND FERRY SCHEDULE

Effective approximately March 28, 2011 to May 22, 2011

Anacortes departure times are listed.
Guemes Island departure times are approximately 20 minutes later.
Please be at the dock to catch your desired sailing AT LEAST 15 minutes
prior to departure (at Anacortes and Guemes).

Isublect tnie based oi Counti s oial needs Wlndow & G utter Cleanlng
6:00 AM 6:00 AM 6:00 AM sSolariums, Skylights & Screens
sNew Construction
sMoss Control & Removal
8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:30 AM www.kleanwindows.com
Free Estimates

7:00 AM 7:00 AM 7:30 AM 7:30 AM

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 9:30 AM 9:30 AM
10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM Licensed, Bonded & Insured
11:30 AM 11:30 AM 11:30 AM 11:30 AM Anacortes/Skagit 360-540-4333

1:30 PM 1:30 PM 1:30 PM 1:30 PM

2:30 PM 2:30 PM 2:30 PM 2:30 PM

3:30 PM 1
z 1 —lt
4:00 PM 4:00 PM 4:00 PM 4:30 PM

5:00 PM 5:00 PM 5:00 PM 5:30 PM ELE}C__%EI&L SE ‘TCES

4y ' »
6:00 PM 6:00 PM 6:00 PM 7:00 PM rl&”f“m-. _,r.ﬂxﬁ‘*“
i Ch!

7:30 PM
8:30 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 'Emergenﬁy ;JGWEF SPEﬁialiStS
9:00 PM 9:00 PM «Pumps and wells.
10:00 PM 10:00 PM «Three generations
11:00 PM 11:00 PM « /5 years combined experience

Schedule subject to change without notice. Round trip sailing time is serving ﬁ“ﬂmﬂs lSlanﬂ

approximately 1 hr. Punctual departures will be vital in keeping to the

schedule; therefore, please allow plenty of time to catch your desired SI“[:IB 1990
sailing. Please note that some sailings may be cancelled due to tides
and/or weather conditions. wﬂﬂ code 3“} Local: 333-2853
MKLUGKSS62PD

SKAGIT COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
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Looking Back

(From the files of the Guemes Island Historical Society)

Five Years Ago

The American Institute of Architects
(AIA) has selected Guemes Island for
sustainability planning technical assis-
tance, reported Roz Glasser of the Plan-

ning Advisory Committee.

Recently formed Friends of Guemes
announced plans to challenge extended
ferry hours unless the potential impact

is adequately addressed.

Retired ferry captain Al Bacetich re-
called his 28 years on the Almar and
Guemes I in feature by Betty Crookes.

—The Evening Star, March 2006

Ten Years Ago

The efficiency of the ferry crew was
rated “good” by 94 percent of respon-
dents in a Property Owners Associa-
tion survey in which 900 forms were
mailed and 231 replies received.

Guemes property taxes broke
through the $1.5 million mark, com-
pared to less than $250,000 ten years
earlier.

Janice Veal and Dawn Ashbach
shared the “Queens of Clams” honor
in a cookoff.

—The Evening Star, March 2001

WALLIE FUNK

Crew poses on the deck of the M/V Almar as it neared the end of its 19-year run in
about 1978. From left are Ray Separovich, Bill Scott, Bob Leatherwood, and Al Bace-
tich. In his last interview Bacetich admitted he never cared much for the old boat.

Fifteen Years Ago

Guemes Island Fire Department of-
fered its 1955 Ford pumper up for sale.

An oil spill from the tanker Nep-
tune fouled Cooks Cove and some
South Shore beaches.

Public Works Director Jan Kiser
told a crowd of some 180 islanders of
rising ferry ridership and a bleak fu-
ture for funding, adding that changes
would be coming and “I've given up
trying to make all of you happy.”

—The Evening Star, March 1996

Ninety-One Years Ago

Ray Lowman of Anacortes bought
two unfinished hulls at the Guemes Is-
land Shipyard for $250 each.

“The big ferry was in dry dock for a
few days this week and our old stand-
by, Captain Harry Rickaby, took care
of the freight and passenger traffic with
the launch Elk, Roy Wilson at the
wheel.

“Captain C. A. Dunn of the Ferry
Guemes is able to be at his post of duty
again.

“The flu has got the toe hold, full
Nelson, strangle hold and hammerlock
on the people of Guemes.

“The new church will be dedicated
the second Sunday following Easter.”

—Charley Gant's Guemes
Beachcomber, March 3, 1920



