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By Judith Horton
It is hard to believe that we’re halfway 

through the ferry outage and dock rehabili-
tation project. According to Ferry Manager 
Rachel Beck, construction is on schedule on 
both sides of the channel—despite rumors to 
the contrary.

Beck went on to say that Skagit County 
is very pleased with the work being done by 
Razz Construction, and greatly appreciates all 
the extra effort extended by the Mystic Sea and 
Guemes ferry crews, the Port of Anacortes, 
Skagit Transit, and Dan Crookes’s San Juan 

Smooth Sailing So Far

Enterprises (marine barge service) during 
this time.

The general opinion on Guemes ap-
pears to be that things are going smooth-
ly. The thoughtful attention Beck gave to 
carefully planning each stage of this com-
plicated process has clearly paid off, as is 
evident from the lack of major problems 
we’re experiencing. 
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We’re all in this together
Dear editors,
I received an unsigned note in the 

mail and would like to respond public-
ly. The sender claimed they, and most 
islanders, hated me and my “atheist be-
liefs,” but wouldn’t tell me that to my 
face. They went on to say I should move 
to Marin or Sonoma County in Califor-
nia, where the inhabitants are as crazy 
as I am. 

Gosh, I was under the impression 
that Guemes Island is one of the most 
open and diverse communities still in 
existence. Further, my experience here 
has been one of generous, helpful, and 
friendly neighbors, regardless of per-
sonal philosophy. This is one reason I 
appreciate the times when the regular 
Guemes ferry is out. We seem to enjoy 
the opportunity to visit and connect 
with our neighbors rather than being in 
our separate cars.

We don’t always agree, but we usual-
ly agree to disagree and settle our differ-
ences with dignity and respect. I believe 
we’re all in this together and I will be 
hanging around a while. 

“If you see yourself in others, how 
can you hate?” 

—Juby Fouts

A call for inclusiveness
Dear editors,
I was distressed and saddened to hear 

of an anonymous hate letter being sent 
to my friend Juby Fouts. This type of 
letter can contribute to an unsafe feel-
ing for those of us who live here. Ac-
ceptance, tolerance, inclusiveness, vol-
unteerism, and community are values 
shared by the overwhelming majority of 
Guemes Island folk. Juby demonstrates 
all of these values to a very high de-
gree. She helps keep us safe by volun-
teering as an EMT with our volunteer 
fire department. She is a coordinator for 
Guemes Connects and a dearly loved 
and respected island resident. 

The anonymous letter writer men-
tions atheism as a cause of his or her 
hate. This type of intolerance is not ac-
ceptable—here or anywhere. The “Athe-
ists’ Night Out” group is an open and 

inclusive group that welcomes Chris-
tians and people of other faiths—as well 
as agnostics, atheists, and freethinkers—
to their discussions. The island’s Bud-
dhist group welcomes non-Buddhists, 
including Christians, to practice and 
study with them. Guemes Island Com-
munity Church celebrates among its 
members agnostics, nontheists, and  
several folks who do not identify them-
selves as Christians. This kind of inclu-
sive philosophy reflects the diversity and 
openness of our island community.

An unsigned letter of hate seeks to 
undermine all that we hold dear on 
Guemes. I know we will not let it. 

—Rev. Martha Kline

Doctor becomes grateful patient
Troops,
When I obtained funding for our 

fire department’s electric stretcher I nev-
er imagined I would be one of its us-
ers. Boy, was I wrong! On March 14, I 
was preparing for my daily bicycle ride 
around the island and started to take a 
few laps around my driveway to warm 
up. In a fraction of a second my back 
wheel skidded out from underneath me 
and I came crashing to the ground. No 
big deal, I thought, since I had fallen 
many times over the past 50 years. But 
when I tried to stand up I collapsed 
with intense pain in my hip. I tried 
again to no avail. Luckily I had my cell 
phone with me and made the dreaded 
911 call: “I’ve fallen and can’t get up!” 

Soon I heard the familiar siren of 
our island fire department—what a wel-
come sound! They were there in min-
utes and gingerly loaded me onto the 
“new” stretcher, then into the Anacortes 
ambulance. When I arrived at the Is-
land Hospital emergency room I was 
given much-needed pain relief. But to 
my chagrin the X-ray showed I had an 
intertrochanteric hip fracture—the kind 
that 80-year-old ladies get when they 
fall! (No comments, please.) 

During surgery the fracture was fix-
ated with a dynamic hip screw and I was 
home by Friday (the accident happened 
on Monday). It is amazing how fast one 
loses one’s strength after an injury like 

this. I would encourage all Guemians 
to exercise as much as possible. The fact 
that I exercised regularly before the acci-
dent has greatly aided my recovery.

Again, thanks to the ladies and gen-
tleman of the Guemes Island Fire De-
partment for scooping me off the road! 
Also thanks to the orthopedic surgeon, 
anesthesiologist, nurses, and physical 
therapists at Island Hospital for a job 
well done.

Sincerely,
—Chip Bogosian, M.D.

Your Hospital Commissioner



The Guemes Tide     May 2011     3      

By Rachel Beck

Arrive early
The Guemes Island ferry passenger-

only service operates on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The capacity for pas-
sengers onboard the Mystic Sea is 75. In 
order to assure that space will be avail-
able on your preferred sailing, please ar-
rive no less than 15 minutes prior to the 
scheduled departure time. Once pas-
senger capacity is reached, the crew will 
make an announcement and the boat 
will depart. On any sailing, children 
traveling to and from school have prior-
ity boarding.

The floating dock
There have been many questions as 

to whether Skagit County will make the 
temporary floating dock on Guemes Is-
land a permanent structure. The floats 
do not actually belong to us; they be-
long to the contractor and are used at 
various job sites. Additionally, our per-
mit only allows the floating dock to be 

By Glen Veal
On May 3, members of the Guemes 

Island Ferry Committee (FC) will meet 
with Skagit County officials to discuss a 
possible turnaround area for the Skagit 
Transit bus at the Anacortes ferry termi-
nal. In attendance will be Commission-
er Ron Wesen; Public Works Director 
Henry Hash; Director of Skagit Transit 
Dale O’ Brien; Jennifer Swanson, man-
ager of the ferry docks and the asphalt 
overlay project; David Walde, acting 
construction manager; and Ferry Opera-
tions Manager Rachel Beck.

The FC is excited about the possibil-
ity of Skagit Transit buses being able to 
pick up passengers at the Guemes ferry 
terminal on the Anacortes side as part of 
its regular route. 

We believe this meeting is the result 
of the FC’s ongoing attempts to address 
this issue and thank all the islanders 
who have supported this effort. 

Come celebrate the adoption of the Guemes Island Subarea Plan with mu-
sic and refreshments and learn about the next steps for island planning on June 4 
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Community Center.

After years of work and collaboration by the Guemes Island Planning Advisory 
Committee (GIPAC), an elected body of island citizens, the plan was adopted by 
the county board of commissioners in January. The plan recommends policies re-
garding island land use, natural resource conservation, shorelines, transportation, 
and ferry operations.

GIPAC will be reorganizing in the fall and new members will be elected.

Subarea Plan Celebration

Tips From the Ferry Manager
there temporarily. The pilings, which are 
not even galvanized, have to come out 
during the next “fish window” allowing 
in-water work, which will be in the win-
ter of 2012. 

Low-tide run cancellations
Passenger-ferry operations may be 

disrupted during tides that are lower 
than −1.6 feet. We anticipated that this 
could happen as we learn more about 
the dock, the currents, and the amount 
of water under the dock at minus tides. 
Mystic Sea captain Monte Hughes and  
I met to discuss low tides that may cause 
cancellations. The next dates that service 
disruptions can be expected are:
•	Thursday, May 5, when the 2:30 

p.m. run will be canceled
•	Friday, May 6, when the 2:30 p.m. 

run will be canceled.
Further restrictions can be expected 

the week of May 16–May 21 because 
tides will range from −2.5 feet to −3 
feet. Notices will be posted prior to any 
tide-related cancellations. 

Issue of Bus  
Turnaround Comes 

Around Again

Ferry-terminal access for Skagit Transit 
buses may be part of the final dock reha-
bilitation project on the Anacortes side.
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By Edith Walden
As of April 18, the contract be-

tween Index Cable TV and the new 
buyers of their cable system had been 
signed. However, the sale had not yet 
cleared escrow, according to Irene Var-
haug, owner of Index.

Customers received their bills in 
April with an announcement of a 
name and address change. The new 
name is PacAccess Cable and Internet. 
They list a Bellingham address and a 
new phone number, (360) 853-2660. 
The soon-to-be-owners have been op-
erating the island’s cable TV and Inter-
net service since February.

Most of the kinks seemed to be 
ironed out of the Internet service, fol-
lowing the initial crashes in Febru-
ary after the installation of wireless 
transmitters and receivers. Occasional 
outages are still occurring, but aver-
age speeds are considerably faster than 
with the previous system, although not 

By Edith Walden
According to data from the Nootka Lane weather 

station, as of April 27 the warmest day of the year was 
March 9, when the temperature reached 56.8° F. And 
only three other days reached 55 or above.

Weather records for Anacortes from 1892 to 2010 
show an average maximum temperature from January 
through April of 50.9°; the average high through April 
27 at the Nootka station was 46.7°. The average high 
temperature for April is usually 57.8°; this year it is 49.9°.

Yearly precipitation through April 27 measured 
14.71 inches at the station, 4.6 inches above the Anacortes average of 10.12 
inches (just in case you thought you were imagining things—like an ark coming 
to a neighborhood near you).

It’s Been Cold and Wet—Surprise!

The passengers on the 7:30 a.m. ferry run, Saturday, April 23, were treated to 
a strange emergence from the watery depth under the Guemes ferry landing. Jim 
Gardner, a professional scuba diver from Bottom Time of the Anacortes Marina, 
was the man in black. It seems that the Mystic Sea boarding ramp fell into the water 
on the earlier run, so Jim was called to search through 10–15 feet of clear water. He 
found it down with the crabs on the murky bottom. 

Ferry Ramp Goes for a Swim

Scuba diver Jim Gardner (left) was called on to retrieve the boarding ramp from the 
muddy bottom. Ferry crew members (right) wrestled it back into place.

An assemblage of historical Guemes 
Island ferry photos through the years 
will be displayed at the Anacortes termi-
nal when it reopens in May, according 
to Ferry Manager Rachel Beck. (A story 
in the March 16 issue of the Anacortes 
American erroneously announced that 
the collection was already on display.) 
However, a preview can already be seen 
on LineTime (www.linetime.org).

The images and information were 
collected by Tim Wittman and include 
pieces from the Anacortes Museum’s 
Wallie Funk collection and submis-
sions from Bill Mitchell, Captain Rachel 
Beck, Allen Bush, Win Anderson, Betty 
Crookes, and the Guemes Island His-
torical Society.

Anyone who’d like to share favorite 
ferry or crew pictures from their fam-
ily albums can contact Win Anderson 
to have them scanned for adding to the 
Historical Society’s collection. 

Historical Ferry 
Photos Coming to 

Terminal

Mount Baker Cable Changes Name to PacAccess
always quite up to the promised three 
megabits per second for downloading.  
If you’re having speed issues or are un-
able to stream video, be sure to report 
this—your report may be the only way  
to identify problem areas.

Skagit County sent a draft franchise 

agreement to San Juan Cable, Inc. (do-
ing business as PacAccess Cable and In-
ternet) but had not received a response 
by press time. The permits required pri-
or to mounting and operating telecom-
munication equipment in Skagit Coun-
ty have yet to be applied for. 
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By Thea LaCross
The April resignations of Treasurer 

Tom Butler and Trustee Howard Pel-
lett left the Guemes Island Communi-
ty Center Association (GICCA) board 
with two positions to fill. The board  
offered the positions to the top two run-
ners-up in the previous election. Rob 
Schroder will fill Pellett’s term as trustee, 
which expires in 2012, and Norm Pre-
witt will serve as treasurer until the next 
election in the fall.

It’s no secret that Tom and How-
ard held very different views on the role 
and function of the Community Cen-
ter, differences that generated stumbling 

GICCA Board Gets New Members as Two Step Down
blocks to the board’s functioning. Both 
affirmed that there was a tense moment 
at a recent board-only meeting where 
they realized they could resign together, 
and did. Both are committed to work-
ing in the community and remain active 
in other organizations.

Other business at the April 21 meet-
ing included a discussion of account-
ing procedures and a report on the log 
peeling and preparation currently taking 
place at the Schoolhouse Stage site. Two 
engineering reports related to the work 
under the Hall were read, and the board 
affirmed that no new projects, includ-
ing anything involving that space, could 

be tackled until the trim and stage proj-
ects were completed. More details from 
the meeting can be found in the min-
utes, which will be posted on LineTime 
(www.linetime.org).

Next month’s meeting—the last be-
fore the traditional summer break—
will be Thursday, May 19, at 7:00 p.m. 
An agenda will be posted on LineTime 
about a week before the meeting. A pre-
meeting potluck dinner is planned. 

Schoolhouse Park Stage Progresses
By Nick Allison

On April 9, the Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Office received a call at 2:25 a.m. 
reporting a burglary on West Shore Road. 
The residents, awakened from sleep, 
discovered four young men in the house, 
who apparently entered through an un-
locked sliding door, grabbed some beer 
and liquor, and then fled when the occu-
pants awoke. No usable fingerprints were 
recovered and there are no suspects.

Chief Criminal Deputy Tom Molitor 
reminds islanders that his office would 
like to hear about any juvenile parties 
or groups of off-island young people 
headed to Guemes. “We’d rather head 
them off at the pass than clean up the 
mess afterward,” he said.

The Sheriff’s Office also got a call on 
April 16 about a burglary on South Shore 
Road, but deputies weren’t able to reach 
the party who had reported it.

Rivers Olson exults at the preparation of the arch log.

By Sophie Dobra
Wondering about 

all the big, beautiful 
logs at the Park and 
where they came from? 

Since the begin-
ning of April, work 
has been underway to 
prepare the raw mate-
rials that will become 
the new Schoolhouse 
Park Stage.

A tree with an elegant curve was se-
lected as the main arch over the stage 
structure and generously donated to the 
project by Lorrie Steele. Cutting and 
hauling this awkward tree was quite an 
adventure. Fifteen logs chosen as pur-
lins, or supports, were donated by the 
Veal farm, Bill and Karen Everett, and 
Jeff Gent, and were rounded up the fol-
lowing week. In short order, numerous 

volunteers spontaneously appeared to 
cut, transport, and peel all 16 logs.

Designs are currently being finalized, 
but in the meantime, the timber will be 
aging gracefully.

A website and blog have been creat-
ed to help keep participants and the cu-
rious involved in the stage’s progress. See 
how you can help out, or follow along 
at www.schoolhouseparkstage.org.  

Two Burglaries (or One?)
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The annual North American Migration Count 
will be held on Saturday, May 14. Experienced bird-
ers Beth Thompson and Valerie Shahan will again 
work with Guemes volunteers to count every bird 
they can see or hear during a daylong trek around 
the island. 

These counts, which are being collected all over 
the country, are sent to the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy. Over many years this data reflects the health of 

migrating species.  If you have particularly busy feeders and are willing to have 
your birds counted, or if you would like to be involved in all or part of the count, 
call Judith Horton at 293-8374. Leave your name and number and she will get 
back to you. The group plans to meet in the parking lot at the Store at 7:45 a.m. 
and specific areas will be assigned to prevent overlap.

Annual Bird Migration Count

The Guemes Island Historical Soci-
ety meets the second Monday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Church. All 
interested islanders are welcome.

On April 11, a spirited, humorous 
discussion dealing with departed island 
characters held participants’ attention. 
The May 9 meeting will be a workshop 
around the society’s new computer.

A presentation on the Guemes con-
nection to the two greatest U.S. naval 
disasters of World War II was postponed 
to the June meeting due to several mem-
bers being off-island.

Buffy, a five-year-old blonde Buff 
Orpington hen, has laid Guemes’s larg-
est egg  on record, according to owner 
Lorrie Steele. The eggstraordinary speci-
men weighs 3.5 ounces and is just under 
3 inches long. (A quick Google search 
indicates 3.6 inches is the world record.) 

Lorrie says she is “laying down the 
challenge” and egging on other hens to 
break Buffy’s record.

The Guemes Island Property Own-
ers Association will sponsor a viewing of 
the award-winning documentary March 
Point on Saturday, May 21, at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Community Center.

As part of a drug-treatment pro-
gram, three teenage boys from the Swin-
omish tribe, who wanted to learn to 
make films, were asked to investigate the 
impact the two oil refineries on March 
Point had on their community. The film 
follows the reluctant environmentalists 
as they discover the detrimental effects 
on the land and their culture. Popcorn 
and cookies will be provided.

Award-Winning Film
On April 20 Gary Curtis brought a 

film to the Men’s Breakfast featuring the 
Nisqually earthquake and how Seattle 
businesses are preparing to protect their 
employees and equipment during disas-
ters. Many of those lessons apply to pri-
vate citizens as well.

A discussion followed the film with 
numerous safety suggestions.

Men’s Breakfast

Eggstra! Eggstra!

Here are the topics for May’s Soup 
Suppers, held Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Church. The event then goes on hia-
tus for the summer.

May 3: Blaine LaCross, Blake 
Prescott, and Claire Woofenden present 
information and a demonstration of the 
Korean martial art of Soo Bahk Do.

May 10: Kelly Parsons speaks about 
her work with migrant education.

May 17: A group of island bird-
watchers presents the results of the an-
nual bird migration count and helps 
identify island birds with photographs 
and song recordings.

May 24: The Curtises and Matchetts 
talk about their trips to New Zealand, 
illustrated with photos.

May 31: Bob Matchett talks about 
his work as a professional plant breeder, 
which has taken him all over the world.

Last Soup Suppers 
Until Fall

Spring fever has arrived (even though, 
at press time, spring hadn’t seemed to). 
Youngsters were happy to be playing out-
side on Wednesday, April 20, when the 
after-school playtime program changed 
from Tuesdays at the Library to Wednes-
days at the Park from 4:20 to 6:00 p.m.

Children who ride the bus are official-
ly supervised by Tom Butler and can be 
there without a parent. Younger children, 
with an adult, and older kids are also 
welcome. In inclement weather, playtime 
will return to the Hall/Library.

After-School Playtime 
Moves to the Park

Historical Society
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You’re invited to finish the first day 
of Bike-to-Work Week—Monday, May 
16—at 5:00 p.m. at Anderson’s Store. 
Nick and Carolyn Stowe from Bike-
spot will be there to help you get ready 
for summer riding with bicycle repairs, 

tuneups, and maintenance tips. Bike-
related short films will be shown, and 
Mike and Susie Gwost will play music. 
All this and door prizes, too!

Islanders can also sign up to con-
tribute their bike miles to Fidalgo 
Transition & Friends (formerly Skagit 
Beat the Heat).

Bike-to-Work Week  
Celebration The Schoolhouse Stage project got a 

musical lift on April 1 with $700 of do-
nations from folks who came to hear 
popular Northeast fiddler and humor-
ist George Wilson (uncle of Omi Cum-
mings) at the Hall. He brought his car-
bon-fiber fiddle and joined nephew Tony 
Scruton from Waldron Island, playing 
bass fiddle, and grandniece Tillie Scruton 
from Coupeville, playing piano, in a joy-
ous foot-tapping, body-jiggling evening.

The performers played tunes from 
Ireland, Cape Breton, Appalachia, and 
France, in addition to original compositions. After an hour of fun they invited the 
audience to “make music” with them. Soon 16 musicians, including islanders Dan 
Bennett, Darcy Daniells, Mike Gwost, Adam Veal, Jeff Winston, Ian Woofenden, 
Susan Gwost, and George Parks, were playing by the rules: “each one will start a 
tune and the others will join in until we have completed the circle.”

Music Brings $700 for Schoolhouse Stage

An award ceremony for winners of 
the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Schol-
arships will be held May 22 at 3:00 p.m. 
at the Church. The public is invited to 
attend and to support the achievements 
of our island youth.

This will be the 20th year the schol-
arships have been awarded. The fund, 
originally co-founded by Betty Crookes 
and sponsored by the Women’s Club, is 
now officially sponsored by the Guemes 
Island Property Owners Association and 
supported by numerous other island  
organizations.

Guemes Gold Scholarships 
to Be Awarded

The following current and former 
island students are on the AHS Honor 
Roll after the first semester:

It will be pie time again on Saturday, 
May 28, at the Church. At their annual 
fundraiser, the Women’s Fellowship will 
sell whole pies and individual servings 
of pie plus ice cream and coffee. Baked 
goods will also be on sale.

Fruit-filled pies and baked-goods 
donations are urgently needed and can 
be dropped off at the Church Satur-
day morning beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
The sale begins at 10:00 a.m. (no early 
birds, please). Proceeds from the sale go 
to local food banks and help fund the 
Guemes Island telephone directory.

In front of the Church that day from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., the Guemes Is-
land Property Owners Association (GI-
POA) will be selling potted plants of 
all varieties, including Dennis Palmer’s 
famous tomato starts. Proceeds will re-
plenish the coffers of GIPOA. If you 
have plants to share, please pot or bag 
them up and bring them to the Church 
that morning to donate.

Pie and Plant Sale  
Memorial Day Weekend

Renowned Irish poet Tony Curtis shared some of his work at the Church 
April 15. His readings were generously interspersed with stories of his childhood 

and family, which gave glimpses into the 
Irish mind and culture. He also demon-
strated a beautiful singing voice, accompa-
nied with his guitar.

Born and educated in Dublin, Ireland, 
where he still lives, Curtis was featured at 
the Skagit River Poetry Festival last year 
and is currently teaching in the festival’s 
schools program. 

He is author of Folk (2011) and other 
poetry collections, including a book of po-
etry for children, An Elephant Called Rex 
and a Dog Called Dumbo.

Anacortes High  
School Honor Roll

Irish Poet Graces Guemes

Tony Curtis signs one of his children’s 
books for Shaw Clifton.

Store employee Letty Lara biked to work.

Mirissa Bosch 3.5–3.99
Aidan Garcia 3.0–3.49
Ryan Simonis 4.0
Shawna Sparrow 3.0–3.49
Lori Stamper 4.0
Stella Tsitsiragos 3.5–3.99

George (left) and Tony make music.
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Our sister island to the west, the 
emerald jewel of the entire Salish Sea, 
the largest undeveloped island between 
Olympia and Nanaimo, Cypress didn’t 
remain a quiet neighbor by accident.

In the early years of white settle-
ment, Cypress was on a par with 
Guemes, divided up among prospec-
tive settlers who started a school. It was 
homesteaded, logged, mined, and prized 
for its bountiful fish traps. But the ter-
rain made farming problematic and it 
was never able to support ferry service. 

So it sat, with a handful of vacation 
homes and a lot of silence.

Then along came an Eastern Wash-
ington developer with a fat bankroll 
and dreams of an island paradise. He 
bought more than half the island in the 
late 1970s, built an airfield, and start-
ed clearing for condominiums, a golf 

Beachcombing
with Win Anderson 

course, conference center, and marina. 
One plan projected 948 cabin sites.

That’s when preservationists like 
George Fahey stepped up. They had 
their vision, too. A decade earlier Save 
Cypress Island had been formed with 
the goal of consolidating the whole is-
land as a natural area. Fahey and his son 
Nick formed Friends of Cypress Island 
with the same objective.

They didn’t have the developer’s 
clout or the money, but they had perse-
verance and dedication.

“By God we were determined we 
weren’t going to let the b*****d do it,” 
George Fahey told the Evening Star in a 
2004 interview, still astounded by what 
he termed “the audacity of the plan.”

The ensuing battle took nearly a de-
cade “sometimes humorous, sometimes 
grim. But we finally won,” he said. 
Shortly after Skagit County approved 
his plans, developer R. A. Hanson sold 
his interest to the Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) for $5.4 million.

George also had a part in bringing 
Secret Harbor School to Cypress. In 
1946 he brought Lillian Johnson to the 
island. She bought the Wooten Farm 
for $1,350. It became the basis for the 
school, which provided assistance for 

hundreds of troubled boys until clos-
ing in 2008. That property has also been 
added to the DNR holdings.

Fahey died in April just past his 
100th birthday (see obituary, page 19). 
George and the hundreds of other Skag-
itonians who joined in the battle leave a 
legacy beyond words.

•
Jack Smith, the (recently 80) sage of 

Saddlebag Lane, grew tired of the junk 
filling his mailbox, including a lot from 
his bank which shall remain nameless 
(hint: it starts with “Ch” and ends with 
“se”). He had called regarding this waste 
to no avail. Finally he collected a few 
weeks’ worth, went to the bank with 
a bagful, asked for the manager, and 
dumped the detritus on her desk (in a 
nice way). Mission accomplished. Jack 
would be put on the “no solicitation” 
list. And no hard feelings.

•
By the way, collector extraordinaire 

Smith is showing representative samples 
of his amazing Noritake lustreware col-
lection at the invitation of the Anacortes 
Museum through mid-June. Located at 
1305 8th St., the museum is open Mon-
day–Saturday 10–4, Sunday 1–4, closed 
Wednesday, and admission is free. 

Mount Vernon Veterinary Hospital
Providing large animal emergency services only from March 28th through May 22nd

For 24-hour emergency response call (360) 424-4054
www.mountvernonvethospital.com
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By Edith Walden
About 725 Easter eggs were dyed, hidden, and found in the course of 18 

hours on April 22 and 23. In spite of a mixup in announcing the days for the 
events (the dates were changed after the Tide had gone to press), plenty of kids 
and helpers showed up.

Hallie Freeman, 13, acted as Mistress of Ceremonies in announcing the 
guidelines for the hunt. She was also one of the main organizers for the dyeing 
party—demonstrating her skills at event planning, a career she wants to pursue 
as an adult.

Stella Spring, the main coordinator, and dozens of other volunteers helped 
the kids and the Easter Bunny in getting the eggs ready. Anderson’s General 
Store donated 24 dozen eggs, and the Guemes Island Community Council As-
sociation and a few other islanders donated the rest. Soup Supper donated a bag 
of chocolate eggs and Mike Grennell and Dan Raynor donated 225 plastic eggs 
filled with candy. 

Easter Eggstravaganza

Egg hunters line up at the start line. The Easter Bunny, Lalon McLean (in costume), and 

finders of golden eggs, Eddie Clark, Shaw Clifton, and 

Caelen McDill in front, win prizes at Easter-egg hunt.

Kids enjoy dyeing eggs at the Hall.

Cameron Deach finds an egg.

Emily Bush runs to find eggs.

Hallie Freeman, Mistress of Ceremonies, 

displays one of the special golden eggs.
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By Blaine LaCross
This summer, Mirissa Bosch will depart for Germany to spend ten months as an 

exchange student.
For as long as she can remember, the 17-year-old Anacortes High School se-

nior and Guemes resident has had a passion for travel, 
an interest that has intensified since her trip to Spain 
last year. Mirissa researched a number of foreign ex-
change programs before finding the ASSE Internation-
al Student Exchange program. She also applied for and 
received a scholarship from the Congress-Bundestag 
Youth Exchange after several interviews and a total of 
six essays.

She hopes that her upcoming trip is the first of 
many. “Traveling is something that I know I want to 
do,” she told the Tide. “It’s always good to have your 

home and keep that at your heart, but there’s so much else out there to learn.” 
By Edith Walden

Islander Lori Stamper spent about 
a year preparing for her two-week trip 
with her French Travel Club from 
Anacortes High School. In addition to 
studying France and French, students 
worked to raise the funds to travel.

Her dreams were realized in April 
when she and 20 other high-school 
students spent two weeks in France. 
For the first six days, Lori lived with a 
host family in Avignon, who spoke little 
English. At first it was difficult for Lori 
to understand their heavy accent, but 
her skills improved throughout her stay 
with the Davila family as they toured 
the area and lived together. Her favorite 
site in Avignon was the walled city of the 
Palais des Papes (Palace of the Popes).

During her seven days in Paris, 
she saw the Louvre (she loved the 
Egyptian mummies), the Eiffel Tower, 
the Champs-Élysées, and the Arc de 
Triomphe, traveling everywhere on the 
Metro. One night her group attended a 
string-octet concert of works by Vivaldi. 
She found it much easier to understand 
Parisian French.

The trip lived up to her expectations. 
“I had a real exposure to the culture and 
language, which helped my language 
comprehension a lot,” she said. 

Except for some rudeness at the 
Eiffel Tower, she added, “People were 
really nice, especially if you tried to 
speak French.”

Lori says she hopes to stay in touch 
with her host family, and adds, “I 
definitely want to visit France again.” 

Mirissa Bosch to Study in Germany Lori Stamper’s French 
Adventure

Joe Gladish Joins Up

By Judith Horton
Joe Gladish, whose family has lived 

on Guemes since he was two years old, 
has decided to serve his country by 
joining the Army. By his 22nd birth-
day (June 19) Gladish, along with other 
new recruits, will be sweating his way 
through 14 weeks of basic training at 
Fort Benning, Georgia. 

Joe and older twin brothers, Ike and 
Sam, were homeschooled, but when they 
enrolled in Skagit Valley College Joe opt-
ed to attend Anacortes High School for 
grades 9 through 12. When asked about 
his decision to sign up, Joe replied that he 
had thought about joining the Army his 
whole life. “I tried school but wasn’t really 
applying myself, so this seemed like the 
right time to do it,” he said. “There’s a lot 
of stuff you can do in the Army that you 
can’t do anywhere else.”

One of Joe’s aspirations is to become 
a Ranger—the Army’s elite group of sol-
diers. “The additional Ranger training 
really tests the limits of the stress you 
can handle both physically and men-
tally,” he said. 

Lori (right) and her French host family

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

m
IR

IS
SA

 B
O

S
C
H

m
A
N

U
 D

AV
ILA

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

JA
C
K
IE

 G
LA

D
IS

H







The Guemes Tide     May 2011     13      

By Win Anderson
In any other situation, he would 

have been called “the kid,” the guy who 
was still wet behind the ears.

But when the cry “we got the Space 
Needle” went up in the office of the 
John Minasian engineering firm, the 
new guy—just two years out of col-
lege—was assigned to oversee two of the 
most critical elements of the project: the 
structural plans for the foundation and 
the top house.

That was 50 years ago. Seattle’s most 
defining icon still stands, although most 
of the key players are gone. Not “the 
new guy.” Gary Curtis is still stand-
ing—or running, you might say. 

From stockyards to space frames
Working out of his West Shore Road 

office, Gary is a partner in a high-tech 
firm, Gossamer Space Frames, which 
holds patents and licensing designs for 
such items as incredibly precise parabol-
ic troughs to cradle solar thermal pan-
els. Their first project supplied 10,000 
frames over 350 acres for the Nevada 
Solar One field. It was designed to 
produce up to 64 megawatts of peak 
power; actual full-sun output is in the 
75-megawatt range. 

That clean energy could give a coal-
fired plant competition. And that ex-
cites Curtis, whose life has been full of 
enterprise and excitement. 

He grew up in Portland, Oregon, 
and graduated from Benson Polytechnic 
High School where he studied  

printing. He took a break 
from formal education to 
work in the local stockyard, 
“shoveling s**t and stacking 
bales of hay,” as he colorfully 
describes his duties.

For his higher education, 
he thought about biology and 
had a fascination with archi-
tecture. But little Walla Walla 
College (now a university), 
with its reputable school of 
engineering, took him down 
a path to graduate in civil en-
gineering in 1959. He was 

also a keen English student 
and with his printing back-
ground he was a natural to 
edit the school yearbook. 
(He credits his writing skills 
with boosting his career in 
later years.)

His first professional po-
sition was in Culver City, 
California, where he joined a 
staff of three handling routine 
assignments. After a year, when the boss 
abruptly told the crew they would be laid 
off for part of a week, Curtis went look-
ing. Three applications and three offers 
later, he accepted a job with Minasian, a 
Pasadena firm specializing in tall struc-
tures, such as communication towers.

Creating an icon—fast
The Space Needle job, the talk of 

engineering firms around the country at 
the time, was unusual in many respects. 
It is 500 feet from the ground to the 
first floor of the five-story top with its 
rotating restaurant. Then there was the 
speed in which it was constructed in an 
age without computers, fax machines, 
decent printers, e-mail, conference calls, 
or cell phones. 

“John Minasian would grab an early 
flight to Seattle to meet with John Gra-
ham & Company architects to compile 
a list of problems and concerns,” Gary 
recalls. “After his return the same day, 
the office would work into the night on 
the solutions, and pop the results into 
express mail for a 24-hour turnaround.

“From start of design to finish, it 
took 12 months without a single death 
or serious injury,” he added. Curtis re-
calls that the tower was completed a 
month early (rather than three days be-
fore the World’s Fair opened, as recently 
reported in the Seattle Times).

Although the Space Needle was a 
prestigious job, it doesn’t come close to 
defining Curtis’s career. Here are a few 
highlights:

•	He came to enjoy forensic work, in-
vestigating the causes of about a dozen 
collapsed towers around the country. 
(Two fell in Portland, Oregon, during 
the Columbus Day storm of 1962.)
•	He worked on the test stand for the 

Living by Design
Creative Engineering Feats Just One of Gary Curtis’s Many Talents

Gary and Betty at the top of the Space Needle, parts of 
which were one of Gary’s early engineering projects.

Gary at the helm of his steel yacht, Silver Lining. 

(continued on page 14)
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F-1 engine that launched Saturn rockets 
to the moon.
•	After designing and building a four-

story split-level house for his family in 
1972, he was retained to design another 
20 or so unique “fun houses.”
•	He was hired to do the first analy-

sis on a geodesic dome large enough to 
cover three buildings at the South Pole 
(on slow-moving ice 10,000 feet thick). 
•	His nautical side led to his associa-

tion with a yacht brokerage, where he 
envisioned a radical yacht-fabrication 
method he calls “origami construction.” 
The result was the launching of three 
steel yachts, including his own Silver 
Lining, a 45-foot schooner currently on 
a year-and-a-half cruise of the South 
Seas with daughter Margo, her husband, 
Frank Reveil, and their sons Logan, 15, 
and Kennan, 13.
•	His design of the Queensway Bridge 

in Long Beach was named Most Beauti-
ful Bridge in the Country in 1971. 

Building a life on Guemes
Gary and Betty found Guemes, like 

many of us, by a circuitous route: on an 

GARY CURTIS
(continued from page 13)

RV honeymoon trip up the coast in 
1993. During a stop on San Juan Is-
land to visit a house Gary designed, 
they took a shine to island life. But 
when they decided to leave and 
couldn’t get on the ferry because of 
the line, they decided the San Juans 
were not a good choice. 

Then they discovered Guemes. 
They were hooked on the first lot 
they visited, a wooded five-acre 
piece with guesthouse and pond on 
West Shore Road. It didn’t have a 
barn to convert so Gary designed “a 
barn-like house,” which is stunning in 
conception and finish, including con-
siderable lumber milled on site. The 
naturally lit interior consists of a great 
room incorporating living, kitchen, 
piano, studio (for Betty’s weaving) and 
library. Around the perimeter are en-
tryway, office, bedroom, bathrooms, 
pantry, sunroom, and a loft for kids. 
There are other unique features too 
numerous to mention.

Though he’s clearly a star in design 
and engineering, that’s not how most 
islanders know the lanky, soft-spoken 
Curtis. Gary and Betty have both 
been active in island life since mov-

ing here. Gary served six years on the 
board of the Community Center As-
sociation and donated his engineer-
ing expertise to the design convert-
ing the Hall into a seismically safer 
structure. Both have been leading 
supporters of church activities. Gary 
headed the building committee that 
oversaw the new foyer and kitchen 
upgrade. Some friends know him as 
an accomplished birder who shares 
his knowledge of birding hot spots 
on little-known island trails.

The Space Needle is unquestion-
ably a one-of-a-kind icon, a marvel 
of engineering and design. So, in his 
quiet way, is Gary Curtis. 

Gary starts fabrication of his 45-foot schooner, 
Silver Lining.

On April 7, Superior Court Judge Dave 
Needy ruled that Charles Feld was incom-
petent to stand trial and ordered him sent 
to Western State Hospital to be evaluated 
a third time to determine his competency. 
He also ordered an evaluation of whether 
medication is required to maintain his 
competency. 

Feld returned from Western in 
February after 56 days of evaluation and 
treatment, which included administra-
tion of antipsychotic medication that he 
“appeared to benefit from,” said examining 
psychologist Dr. Ray Hendrikson. 

In papers filed with the court, defense 
attorney Wes Richards declared that Feld 
had refused to take the medication since 
returning to jail, refused to appear at a 
court hearing on March 24 to be arraigned 
with further charges, and refused to meet 
with Richards. To demonstrate Feld’s state 

Feld Trial Postponed
Ex-Islander Sent to Western State Hospital Again

of mind, Richards attached copies of five 
handwritten notes Feld had sent in March 
to various court and law-enforcement 
officers making threats, demands, and 
denigrating remarks. Each note includes 
an exhortation to “Kill Yourself!,” which Feld 
cites as a Bible verse.

Richards added that an independent 
psychologist hired by the defense found 
Feld to be “very delusional” and unwilling 
to assist in his defense at trial.

Feld has filed two requests to the 
court to dismiss Richards, accusing him of 
misrepresentation, intimidation, lying, and 
other misfeasance.
New charges filed

Prosecuting Attorney Rich Weyrich 
filed amended information March 28 
charging Feld with felony harassment and 
an additional count each of attempted 
premeditated homicide and first-degree 

assault with firearm enhancement. Fire-
arm-enhancement charges were added 
to the previous charge of attempted 
premeditated homicide and to the three 
previous charges of first-degree assault. 

Previous charges also include first-
degree arson and unlawful possession 
of a firearm in the first degree, stemming 
from an incident on Guemes last April. 
The minimum penalty for the attempted 
homicide with firearm enhancement is 
25 years in prison. The maximum is life 
imprisonment. Feld must appear in court 
to be arraigned on the new charges.

The trial was postponed until Feld 
can be determined competent. The 
prosecution has scheduled 28 witnesses 
to testify, according to court documents. 
All but three are associated with law 
enforcement. The defense has identified 
two witnesses it intends to call.
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While you’re dusting off the grill for 
your Memorial Day barbeque, think 
about spending some time helping fin-
ish the new trail to the top of Guemes 
Mountain. The last trail-building work 
parties take place May 28 and 29. For 
more information and signups, see 
www.wta.org/volunteer.

The official opening of the trail will 
be celebrated on Saturday, June 18, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Follow-
ing a ribbon-cutting ceremony and re-
freshments, hikes will be conducted 
throughout the day.

Final Trail-Building 
Work Parties Rosie and Sugar, don-

keys belonging to the 
Stamper family, led a pa-
rade of parishioners waving 
fern fronds (more envi-
ronmentally friendly than 
palm branches) in celebra-
tion of Palm Sunday on 
April 17. 

The parade began at the 
Community Center and 
ended in the backyard of 
the Church. Christians be-
lieve Jesus rode on a don-
key into Jerusalem while 
followers waved palm 
branches and strew them 
in his path—an honor re-
served for kings. Palm Sunday marks 
the beginning of holy week.

Rosie and Sugar are two of the 
many wild burros that are rescued by 

Palm Sunday Parade

Rosie and Sugar (partially hidden behind Mike Stamper, 
right) lead the parade.

By Holiday Matchett
Nearly 30 islanders attended a stim-

ulating presentation on “Religion and 
Atheism” April 5 at Soup Supper. Mar-
tha Kline, minister of the Guemes Is-
land Community Church, moderated 
the evening discussion. Howard Pel-
lett spoke on atheism and Jon Prescott 
spoke about Buddhism. The speakers 
explained the origins of their belief or 
practice and how those understandings 
affect their relationships with their fam-
ily, work, and community.  

Atheism is the opposite of theism, 
which is the worship of one or more 
gods. Howard Pellett explained his early 
Episcopalian religious training and how 
he came to question and then dismiss 
religious and faith-based explanations 
for phenomena which could not be 
proved by experience or evidence. This 

Atheist and Buddhist Share Philosophies
led to his conclusion that no gods were 
controlling the world as he knew it. He 
is convinced that our world is part of a 
larger, less personal world where human 
consequences are the result of human 
decisions, not those of personal gods in-
tervening for some people but not for 
others. Pellett organizes periodic gather-
ings of free thinkers to discuss ideas.

Jon Prescott presented the origin of 
Buddhism, which takes no stand on the 
existence of God and can be seen more 
as a philosophy than a religion. It is a 
path to understanding one’s true nature, 
and as a consequence, the true nature 
of the universe. Buddhists believe that 
suffering is inevitable but that there are 
steps out of suffering with lifelong prac-
tice and training through meditation 
and teachings. Prescott leads sessions  
of sitting and walking meditation, 

chanting, and discussion periods twice 
a week to help participants come to an 
understanding of the relationship be-
tween self and the surrounding world.

Martha Kline stated that she thinks 
practice is more important than belief—
that beliefs are personal and can be di-
visive. She enjoys sharing ideas with the 
wide variety of community members 
and generating a sense of inclusion in 
the Guemes community. 

The audience listened intently and 
asked questions of the speakers about 
their interpretations and core beliefs. 
The discussions revealed various ideas 
of what it meant to be Christian among 
the attending churchgoers. Among 
other things, the evening’s interactions 
demonstrated that civility is possible 
even with what are often considered  
“taboo” topics. 

the Bureau of Land Management and 
then placed for adoption or sale each 
year. They munched on fern fronds and 
seemed to enjoy all the attention and 
petting that followed the parade. 

A temporary sign invites hikers to use the 
trail, which is still under construction.
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By Edith Walden
Here’s a roundup of what was cov-

ered at the meeting of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners on April 12:
•	Jim Dugan resigned as board chair-

man and Commissioner Richard Nicolls 
was elected chairman. 
•	Gerry Francis was appointed assis-

tant fire chief.
•	The board decided to conduct work 

meetings the last Wednesday of each 
month to discuss issues in preparation 
for the regular commissioners’ meeting, 
when decisions are made.
•	Commissioner Dugan announced 

that the county assessor’s office failed to 
assess all new construction, resulting in 
a $2,500 loss of tax revenue this year for 
the fire department.

In other fire department news: 
•	Ninety donors have contributed over 

$7,000 of the $25,000 needed to pur-
chase the Jaws of Life—the hydraulic 
extrication tools for rescuing trapped 
victims. A demonstration of the life- 
saving tools is scheduled for June 4 at 
Anderson’s Store at 1:00 p.m.
•	As of April 27 there had been five 

medical calls since the ferry outage, four 
requiring transport on the Mystic Sea. 
Chief Medical Officer Nancy White is 
satisfied with how the transports have 
been conducted, but notes that privacy 
is difficult to maintain on the boat. The 
department continues to work with the 
boat crew to improve conditions. 

Fire Department News
Two teams 

of volunteer 
members of the 
Guemes Island 
Fire Department 
helped raise over 
$20,000 for the 
Skagit County 
Meals on Wheels 
program on 
March 27 at the 
March for Wheels 
Bowling Bash. 
The two teams of 
“Guemes Fireballs” 
were sponsored 

for $250 donations by Gere-a-Deli and an anonymous donor, and the teams raised 
an additional $250 in matching funds. San Juan Lanes Bar and Grill provided 
the venue and food. Reva Dugan was on the committee that organized the fourth 
annual bash.

Tom Fouts, Nancy White, Deb Bear, and Adam Veal formed one team, and 
Larry Pyke, Dave and Shirley Margeson, and Gerry Francis formed the other. 
Lorraine Francis and Juby Fouts were cheerleaders, with Jim and Reva Dugan 
acting as chaperones.

When asked which of the 12 teams won, Gerry Francis answered, “I don’t 
know. It wasn’t us, but we had a lot of fun. Meals on Wheels won overall.”

Meals on Wheels provides a nutritious noontime meal to seniors who are 
homebound or unable to prepare meals on their own. Every $5 feeds a senior. 

Birthdays
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Fire Department Bowls for Bucks

At the bowling bash are, from left, Jim and Reva Dugan, Nancy 
White, Juby Fouts, Deb Bear, Gerry Francis, Larry Pyke, Lorraine 
Francis, Adam Veal, Shirley and Dave Margeson, and Tom Fouts.

Islanders Salty Allen 
and Ron Knowles have 
each been building and 
flying model aircraft for 
over 50 years. Ron is also 
a pilot. They’ve been get-
ting together to fly their 
radio-controlled model 
planes and want to share 
their expertise with oth-
ers of all ages. If you’d 
like to be part of a club 
to build or fly these air-
craft, please call Salty at 
293-4758. 

Beginners are wel-
come and will be taught 
the safety rules and prin-
ciples of flying in addition to being expertly guided in building and outfitting their 
aircraft. Salty believes this hobby is an excellent pursuit for kids and families. If 
there’s enough interest, teams can be formed for fly meets, and other gatherings 
and competitions (with trophies and awards) are available in the area. Performance 
R C Hobbies in Burlington has offered to sponsor the club. 

Come Fly With Us!

Ron Knowles (left) and Salty Allen display their radio- 
controlled planes.

Josiah Lyons turns 14 on May 2.
Catherine Reyburn turns 15 on May 4.
Hallie Freeman turns 14 and Rachel

Jalbert turns 15 on May 12.
Marguerite Adams turns 83 on May 15.
Maxwell Seto turns 11 on May 18.
Katelyn Albright turns 18 on May 19.
Otter Moon Moline turns 10 on May 23.
Jill Brenden turns 8 and Elle Jennings 

turns 12 on May 24.
Iris Sherman turns 89 on May 29.
J. T. Butler turns 9 on May 31.
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Tips From Guemes Gardeners: Basil Basics

By Sally Stapp
Many islanders have told me that 

whenever they try growing basil they 
end up with a black, slimy mess. In my 
experience, the most important thing to 
remember about basil is that basil hates 
being cold! If you use this as your guid-
ing principle you should have healthy, 
delicious basil all summer long.

Sprouting: Start your seeds in a 
warm, sunny room or greenhouse. Plant 
seeds in individual sprouting tray cells 
using any fine soil—I like Sunshine Mix 
#1 or Miracle-Gro with slow-release fer-
tilizer. This year—brrrrr—only a few 
seeds planted on April 4 had sprouted 

by the 15th. As usual, I 
should have waited for 
warmer weather! Last year 
my third sowing on May 
11 was the charm. 

Transplanting: When 
the seedlings are 1½ to 
2 inches tall I transplant 
them into troughs that are 
7 by 18 by 7 inches, which 
fit well on my greenhouse 
shelves, spacing them 
about 2 inches apart (any 
container will do). 

I never plant my ba-
sil out. Our marine air is 
just too chilly during the 
night, even for those lush, 
sturdy-looking plants you 
see at the garden center. If 
you have no greenhouse 
try it in a sunny, protected 

area, like on a deck, but bring the pot(s) 
indoors at night or at least cover them 
with Reemay (an opaque polyester fabric). 

Basil thrives in hot sun and can tol-
erate the soil drying out occasionally. 

Water and fertilizer: I water with  
a very weak solution of liquid fish or 
20-20-20 fertilizer, using a couple of ta-
blespoons in 10 gallons of water. Water 
when the pots feel “light,” and remem-
ber that larger pots stay wet longer than 
small ones.

Harvest: After a few true leaves 
appear, I pinch out the growing tips 

Sally Stapp, whose grandparents’ roots on the island go 
back to 1925, bought her property in 1973. She started 
her first garden when she was seven, and has been divid-
ing her space and energy between vegetables and peren-
nials ever since. “Besides the obvious rewards,” Sally says, 
“gardeners are a great community of people.”

to encourage bushy plants and use these 
in a salad. Once the plants are substan-
tial, I harvest by cutting just above a leaf 
node, leaving a long stem. If it’s going 
further than my kitchen I put a hand-
ful in a zip-lock bag with the stems in a 
little water to keep it fresh. 

Storage: Remember, basil hates be-
ing cold, so never store it in the refrigera-
tor. It’s quite happy to sit in water on 
the kitchen counter for days, and will 
even put out roots if left long enough.

Making pesto: I use the recipe on 
page 143 in islanders Janice Veal and 
Dawn Ashbach’s San Juan Classics  
Cookbook, but I substitute walnuts  
for pine nuts.

Enjoy your harvest! 

(Editor’s note: Instead of interviewing several people and compiling the information, I’m asking one gardener to share his or her ex-
pertise in a particular area for each issue. If you’re interested in passing on your best tips to fellow gardeners, please write to editorial 
@guemestide.org. —Judith Horton)

Friend Sarah Longstreet, sporting Easter 
bunny ears, shows off the beautiful spring 
blooms in Sally’s garden.
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By Edith Walden
On March 28 Derek Rheinhardt, 

19, of La Conner, pled guilty to reckless 
driving, in a charge stemming from an 
accident last May that seriously injured 
Richard Houghton of Guemes. The 
charge had been reduced from vehicular 
assault in a plea-bargain arrangement.

According to court documents, 
Rheinhardt ran a stop sign on Young 
Road going 53 mph in a 35-mph zone. 
Drugs, alcohol, or a cell phone were not 
involved. Rheinhardt claims he was dis-
tracted by his glasses falling to the floor 
and he forgot there was a stop sign at 
the intersection with Best Road.

Rheinhardt was sentenced to a year 
in jail, with all but 30 days suspend-
ed, and fines and court costs of $500. 
He will serve two years on probation, 

Guilty Plea in Houghton Case
must take an intensive defensive-driving 
course, and will have his driver’s license 
suspended for at least 30 days.

A restitution hearing is scheduled 
May 2 to determine whether a $300 de-
cuctible fee for Houghton’s insurance 
has been paid. Rheinhardt’s insurance 
company paid $100,000 of Houghton’s 
$300,000 medical bill, and the rest of 
the expenses will be covered by Hough-
ton’s insurance companies.

Houghton has recovered from most 
of his injuries but still has scar tissue in 
his lungs, an abdominal hernia, and lin-
gering aches and pains that bother him. 

He told the Tide he is satisfied with 
the outcome of the case and was appre-
ciative of an opportunity to speak  
directly to Rheinhardt and receive a 
genuine apology.

Is the Island’s Beater-Car Tradition Gone?
By Win Anderson

Once upon a time, when the ferry took a breather “on the hard,” the 
Guemes parking lot would be filled with the still-running detritus and forlorn 
remnants of the automotive past. Is it my imagination, or is that day gone—
due to Michael Grennell’s recycling campaign, perhaps?

Anyway, it seems that the surrogate vehicles nowadays are newer, cleaner, 
somehow almost presentable in most cases.

Maybe it’s my faulty memory. Or perhaps the late Connie Kelley had it 
right. When asked by Jackie Gladish, “What ever happened to the way things 
used to be?” Kelley replied, “On Guemes there never was a ‘used to be.’” 

The lovingly, relentlessly abused Ford Bronco shown at right technically 
doesn’t qualify as a ferry-out substitute. It seems to live in the parking lot full 
time, posing for the likes of David Prewitt and son William as if to say, “This is 
what happens if you ever start smoking.”

Grennell’s and Drew Norton’s 
rigs don’t count since they are in daily use, “run hard and put away wet.”

I wrote the 3:00 a.m. poem (below left) in honor of those disappearing ram-
bling wrecks of the past as I remember them. 

They silently wait in wooded track,
 With garlands of nettles and 
 berries, black.
 
Ancient wheeled campaigners,
 Former wallet drainers.
The proud, the musty,
 The loud, the rusty.
Ridiculed, rejected,
 No longer respected.
Battled enemies old—
 Salt air, mice, insects, mold.

Roll ’em from the weeds,
 Moss and blackberry seeds.
In the tires shoot air,
 Radiator repair.
Add battery volts,
 Tighten nuts and bolts.
Check condenser and plugs
 Brake fluid, lugs.

License plates just fine
 In ’67 became mine.

Prime the carb just a bit
 Sweet alcohol hit.
Throttle pump, choke out full, 
 Hit the starter, feel ’er pull!
V-8 rumbling
 Blue . . . smoke . . . tumbling.

Earthly shudder, 
 Oh, my mudder!

Why did I ever leave you?

The Bench Warmer
Sixty-four Chev reprise
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•  in memoriam •

George Edwin Fahey, one of the 
leaders in the arduous campaign to save 
Cypress Island from private develop-
ment, died March 27 at the age of 100.

He was born to Helen and Timothy 
Fahey in Seattle in 1910. He traveled 
extensively as a youth, and bought prop-
erty on Cypress at a tax auction at the 
age of 19. He was a University of Wash-
ington graduate student in sociology, 

George Fahey married Natus “Johnny” Collins  
in 1927, and spent an entire year on 
Cypress in 1939.

During World War II the family 
moved to Seattle, where George became 
the chief parole officer for the state of 
Washington.

In 1945 he and his brother Philip 
took over the Fahey-Brockman men’s 
clothing business. George’s civic work 
included serving as president of the  
Seattle Parks Board and of the Seattle 
Audubon Society. 

The family spent as much time as 
possible on Cypress and had many  
connections to Guemes, including the 
Lewis and Crookes families. In 1981, 
when a developer announced plans to 
develop up to 1,000 residences on  
Cypress, Fahey and others began a  
campaign that ultimately led to the  
Department of Natural Resources pur-
chasing 4,800 acres as a conservation 
and natural-area preserve (see “Beach-
combing” on page 8). His own 100 
acres, “the old home place,” were pro-
tected under a permanent conservation 

easement in 2009.
Survivors include sister Florence, son 

Nicholas Fahey, grandson Joseph (Dom-
inique) Fahey, granddaughter Anna Fa-
hey (Gustav Moore), and three great-
grandchildren.

No service was held, per George’s 
wishes. Evans Funeral Chapel handled 
the arrangements. 
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Five Years Ago
The Ferry Committee formal-

ly requested county commissioners 
hold off extending weeknight hours 
based on $1 million projected bud-
get shortfall, among other reasons.

In an interview, Bob Easton 
told of finding a picture of a fam-
ily picnic held on Guemes before 
he was born. Not until he and wife 
Laurel bought their retirement 
home in the Hideaway did he real-
ize, incredibly, they had purchased 
the picnic site. 

Diane Meyer and Monte 
Hughes (captain of the Mystic Sea) 
introduced in “Meet the (Ferry) 
Crew” feature.

—The Evening Star, May 2006

Ten Years Ago
Friends of Jack Smith arrived 

early to secretly decorate his house 
for his 70th birthday. Imagine 
the surprise when it turned out to be the 
house of Jack’s neighbors, Gary and Anne 
Casperson. 

Headline: Islanders Elect Nine Citi-
zens to Sub-Area Advisory Committee: 
Joost Businger, Bob Henderson, Victor 
Garcia, Steve Orsini, Tim Rosenhan, Jack-
ie Wittman, Dick Hein, Roz Glasser, and 
Howard Pellett.  

—The Evening Star, May 2001

Fifteen Years Ago
Following up from the previous 

month’s “Fortress Guemes” story, a group 
of developers called Persons Against 
Various Ecologically Impudent Takings 
(PAVE IT), announced a New Bellevue 
scheme intended to bring Guemes “into 
the 21st Century.”

With help from wife Elaine, busi-
ness partner Dave Davelaar, and friends 

Betty Crookes, Audrey White, 
Pete Peterson, Jackie Gladish, 
Barb Groves, Gail Nicolls, Mur-
ray Read, Karen Everett, and Suzy 
Sarna, the Evening Star was com-
pleted nearly on time following 
Win Anderson’s heart surgery.

—The Evening Star, May 1996

Ninety-nine Years Ago
• LADIES ARE VERY BUSY •

We should Assist Them in their 
Good Work 

The Ladies Improvement 
Club of Guemes deserves great 
credit for the efforts being put 
forth by its members to secure for 
the people of the island a public 
hall. Though the process of rais-
ing the finance is a slow one, nev-
ertheless the club members never 
tire of well-doing. . . . 

No body of women anywhere, 
with no greater opportunity,  

has done more to advance socially and 
morally, the community than has the 
Ladies Improvement Club of Guemes 
Island.

That they will ultimately succeed 
goes without saying and that we men 
of the community should make great-
er efforts to assist them, is our plain and 
undisputable duty. —Charley Gant’s 
Guemes Tillikum, May 6, 1912 
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