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Ferry Returns Early!

Congrats Due to Beck, Crews, County, and Razz

tim wittman

Edith walden

Sea during the outage, and that
By Judith Horton
doesn’t account for the dogs,
Great planning by capable
cats, goats, chicks, ducklings,
(and seemingly unflappable)
poultry, pig, or 5,000 ladybugs
Ferry Operations Manager
that were observed onboard.
Rachel Beck, combined with
In a communication to the
the efforts of other county
Tide, Beck thanked islanders
officials and planners, plus the
“for your patience and support
generously accommodating
during this long outage” and
services of the ferry and Mystic
outlined the following:
Sea crews resulted in a bearable
•Beginning June 1, passen(some are saying enjoyable)
gers will be able to download a
eight-week outage.
punch-card order form at www
After enduring canceled runs
.skagitcounty.net, mail it in with
and overloads every afternoon
The first cars returned on the Guemes ferry May 21 after an
a check or credit card informa(due to extremely low tides)
eight-week outage for dock reconstruction. Due to the dilition, and receive punch cards in
during the final week of the
gent work by Razz Construction, the project finished early.
the mail.
outage, islanders rejoiced when
• New fares go into effect June 1, 2011. Any punch cards
the ferry returned a day-and-a-half early on May 21.
purchased prior to this date will expire December 31, 2011.
Continuing service by the Mystic Sea and the shuttle bus
• Islanders are invited to attend a ribbon-cutting ceremony
on Guemes through Sunday evening allowed islanders to
on June 7 at 1:30 p.m. to mark the completion of the dock
transfer their vehicles conveniently, making the transition to
rehabilitation project.
regular ferry service the smoothest in recent memory.
• Beck and Project Manager Jennifer Swanson will present
Beck estimates over 30,000 passengers rode the Mystic
(continued on page 5)

On Your Marks, Get Set . . .
14th Annual Dog Island Run on June 25

By Edith Walden
Guemes Island will welcome 200
or more participants and spectators
on June 25 for the 14th annual Dog
Island Run, benefiting the Guemes
Island Library.
Runners will follow a 10-kilometer course (6.2 miles) that begins at
Schoolhouse Park and runs counterDominick Tompkins set clockwise along Guemes Island Road,
the 10K record for run- West Shore Road, and Edens Road
ners under 14 when he back to the Park. Walkers travel the
was 11.
2-mile course starting at the Park,

walking west on Edens Road, and returning from the intersection at West Shore Drive. The run begins at 10:45 a.m. and
the walk at 10:55. Most runners complete the 10K course in
less than an hour.
You can register online at www.dogislandrun.org through
June 23, by mail through June 13, or in person on the day of
the race. Registration forms are available at the Library and
Anderson’s General Store. Fees are $25 with a T-shirt or $15
without a shirt prior to race day, but increase by $5 on the
day of the race. Participants are encouraged to leave their cars
off-island; free shuttle service is available from the ferry landing to the Park and back.

(continued on page 4)
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Appreciating Diversity
Dear editors,
My wife and I bought property on
Guemes two years ago, and we plan to
be permanent residents by the end of
this summer. We are excited to explore
our new life and our new community.
So far we have found the people we’ve
met on the island to be incredibly interesting and interested. We find the diversity of lifestyles, opinions, activities,
involvement, and outlook to be both remarkable and exciting.
We have room in our lives for some
less pleasant aspects of island life too—
including the possibility of having to

Letters
share the island with a few small-minded and bigoted neighbors. It takes all
kinds, after all. Nonetheless, we were
disappointed that any islander would
send such a hateful, unsigned letter—
especially to a fellow islander—as the
one sent to Juby Fouts. We congratulate
Juby for making this misguided letter
public. The best disinfectant is sunshine.
Her courage confirms for us one more
time (of many) that we made the right
decision to relocate to Guemes Island.
In the interests of full disclosure,
I am an atheist—one who begrudges nothing toward others who do have
faith. I admire much of the good works

Reviving the Island Wave

By Thea LaCross
It seems that everyone who wasn’t actually born on Guemes has a story about how
they got to the island and settled in. In my case, though the details of a somewhat impulsive move from the urban wilds of San Francisco have faded, I vividly recall a warm
welcome from our new neighbors on North Beach, and my first encounters with the
Island Wave.
“The quaint custom of waving to everyone who passes” is mentioned in some travel
guides as one of the charms of life in the San Juan Islands. Not having read those books
before we arrived in 1988, I first thought that people were mistaking me for someone
else. I decided we must have similar vehicles. Greeted by a cheerful wave or friendly
steering-wheel salute (fingers resting on top of the wheel, slightly raised in passing) I
regretted the disappointment they would feel when they saw it was me—the newcomer—and not some friend they meant to greet. I’d drive by with an apologetic smile.
Eventually I started to recognize the wavers. I naturally waved back. And one day
I realized this greeting and being greeted generated a tangible feeling of wellbeing. After years of anonymous city living I was in a community, and I was known. Waving to
strangers became a gesture of hospitality, of welcome to my home place, of sharing a
wonderful secret.
Fast forward a couple of decades. Many more people followed their own paths to
Guemes. Differences arose, as they always had, but somehow seemed sharper. Groups
formed to support (or thwart) causes and ideals, sometimes not in a civil fashion. There
were times I waved, and nobody waved back. I found myself thinking twice about
whether to wave at folks I didn’t know, or unfamiliar cars. And increasingly, I didn’t.
That made it nice to see a familiar car or face, fellow members of an invisible clan. But
it didn’t feel the same.
When asked about it, some people think things haven’t changed all that much.
But quite a few feel a difference. Some say they’ve noticed there are times the Wave
returns—navigating the scary South Shore Road slalom course is a good example—
but the automatic greeting no longer seems so automatic.
Twenty years ago I thought the feelings of waving wellbeing I noticed were just my
own relief at leaving an isolated city life. But recently, neuroscientists discovered that the
act of smiling, which is a universal human response, stimulates parts of the brain and
generates a number of positive physical reactions. So perhaps all that waving—and I
really can’t wave a greeting without at least a little smile—was as good for us individually as it was for our island community. It’s possible. We can start our own experiment
right now. Here’s waving at you!

and attitudes of religious folks. I feel
that same admiration for all faiths, be
they Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, or what have you. On the other
hand, I do not tolerate those who claim
their faith is the only true faith; and I
deplore all the harm that man does to
man around the world, and throughout
history, in the name of religion.
Juby, I am proud to soon be your
neighbor. I applaud your strength of
character. (You will notice I’ve signed
this letter.)
—Sandy McKean
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Steven businger (inset: Ferdi businger)

Grand Opening of the Guemes Mountain Trail

A spectacular view rewards hikers at the top of the mountain. Wildflowers like
this fawn lily are abundant this time of year.

The Skagit Land Trust will officially open the newly finished trail to the
top of Guemes Mountain on Saturday,
June 18. Refreshments will be served at
10:30 a.m., and a ribbon-cutting ceremony will begin at 11. Guided hikes
will be available until 4 p.m. Shuttle

service will be provided for the
10 a.m. ferry.
Volunteer crews have been working
with the sponsorship of the Washington
Trails Association over the past year to
build a new one-mile trail. A generous
property owner donated an easement

for the trail, which begins at the east leg of
South Shore Road near
the big white barn.
Guemes Mountain
was purchased in 2009
by the Skagit Land
Trust, with the help of
hundreds of donors, to
preserve the 70 acres of
bald mountain habitat. The 360-degree
views of the San Juan Islands, Mount Baker, and
the Skagit flats are spectacular, and the prairie habitat supports numerous flora, small areas
of wetlands, and a maturing forest. The
Guemes Mountain Conservation Area
is centered in a 534-acre area of protected private and public lands.

Borrow a Bike to the Trailhead
Bike enthusiast Charlotte Clifton, manager of Anderson’s General
Store, is taking on the responsibility
of housing and lending the bikes at
the Store. Borrowers must make a
credit-card deposit before taking a
bike, which will be refunded when
the undamaged bike is returned.
Reservations are recommended
by calling the Store at 293-4548.
There will be a bike rack at the
trailhead with locks. (Bikes are not
allowed on the trail.)
If the pilot project is successful,
the fleet of bikes may be expanded.

edith walden

Steve Johnson, board member of
the Skagit Land Trust, had a great idea.
Concerned about reducing the impact
of visitors to Guemes Mountain, he
talked the board into purchasing two
bicycles that could be borrowed to ride
to the new trailhead.
The 21-speed comfort road bikes
are fully equipped with racks, fenders, insulated removable travel packs,
and helmets. Nick Stowe and Carolyn Moulton of Bikespot provided the
bikes at a significant discount and will
continue to donate their time to maintain the bikes.

Regina Wandler of AmeriCorps, volunteer
coordinator for the Skagit Land Trust, displays
the new bikes ready for borrowing.

The Guemes Tide June 2011

Dog Island Run

(continued from page 1)
Awards are given for first place in the men’s
and women’s divisions and to the top three finishers in each of seven age groups, in addition to random prize drawings.
The 10K run was certified last year by USA
Track & Field, which allows a running performance to be accepted as a record or nationally
ranked. The course is one of the most challenging in the state of Washington, according to Tim
Wittman, race director.
The men’s record for the course was set in
2001 by TJ Garlatz with a time of 34 minutes
57 seconds. Adrienne Nova set the women’s course
record last year with a time of 40 minutes 19 seconds. Dominick Tompkins set the record for those
under age 14 in 2006 when he was 11 years old—
at 49 minutes 55 seconds.
Over the years, participants have come from
Canada, England, Germany, Israel, Japan, New
Zealand, and Sweden and from more than 30 cities around the world. Returning participants cite

joseph miller
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the beauty and friendliness of the community as a prime reason for their return,
Wittman adds.
In addition to Wittman and Carol Pellett, the run is organized by the Guemes
Island Library Board, LineTime, and other
island volunteers. Technical support and
race timing are provided by Terry Sentinella and the Skagit Runners club.
Proceeds from the event benefit the
Library, which is run by volunteers and
free to islanders and visitors. In addition to purchasing two new books every month, last year’s funds allowed the
purchase of a new high-performance
computer and all-in-one printer (fax,
scan, copy).
At age 82, frequent Dog
If you live along the route, come out
Island Runner Rudy Gahler
and
cheer the racers as they pass by. Pedesfinished last year’s race in 60
trian
spectators are welcome and encourminutes 13 seconds—faster
aged
to
clap and cheer along the whole
than some runners half his
route.
Unfortunately,
dogs are not allowed
age. He holds the 10K record
on
the
course,
for
liability
reasons.
for the 80 and older division.

A Year of Green Power

On May 18, after operating the largest residential solar installation in Puget
Sound Energy’s service area for one year (see the July/August 2010 issue of the
Tide*), Dave Wolf and Deb Bear report that their 198-panel solar array generated 33.86 megawatt hours of power. This exceeded their design goal of generating
33.66 megawatt hours per year.
According to the U.S. Department of Energy, the average American household
consumes 10.66 megawatt hours of electricity annually.

courtesy dave wolf

*Archived issues of the Tide are available at www.guemestide.org.

Power generated from May 18, 2010 to May 17, 2011
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Persistence Pays Off: Bus Arrives at Anacortes Terminal

Ferry Returns
Edith walden

(continued from page 1)

From left, Skagit County Commissioner
Ken Dahlstedt, Ferry Manager Rachel Beck,
Skagit County Commissioner Ron Wesen,
Dock Project Manager Jennifer Swanson
and her dog Jake, and Public Works Director Henry Hash were on the first sailing as
the ferry returned to Guemes Saturday,
May 21.

Swanson, Skagit Transit Director Dale
O’Brien, and Skagit County Construction Manager Dave Walde. According
to Veal, all parties agreed that having a
turnaround near the end of the railroad
courtsey skagit county

By Judith Horton
Beginning May 23, Skagit Transit
route 49 (Bus Plus) will provide dial-aride service directly to the Guemes ferry
terminal in Anacortes. Had it not been
for the farsightedness and persistence of
the Ferry Committee (FC), the opportunity to make this happen might have
been lost.
Time ran out at the last Public Ferry
Forum on March 24 before the bus issue could be discussed. Not to be deterred, FC members continued to ask
questions and found that the new Anacortes terminal dock plan did not provide for bus access. Reporting in the
April issue of the Tide (page 14), FC
Chairman Glen Veal encouraged islanders who were in favor of having bus service available at the bottom of the hill to
contact the county and ask that the plan
be amended.
The FC requested a meeting with
county officials to discuss this issue, and
on May 3 they met with Commissioner
Ron Wesen, Director of Public Works
Henry Hash, Ferry Operations Manager
Rachel Beck, Project Manager Jennifer

The Skagit Transit bus will now come down
to the terminal.

parking area was the most workable option and would create the least disruption to the cars waiting in line.
O’Brien stated that the smaller Bus
Plus would be used and that a shelter
might be provided through a grant now
in process. It was also suggested that
wheelbarrows could be kept at the shelter for easier access to parking lots and
the bus. A May 6 trial run proved there
was plenty of room for the bus to come
a slide show and detail the dock project
on June 7 at Soup Supper at the Church
at 7 p.m.
• The glass shelter used during the
outage will be moved to the Anacortes side where the old terminal
building stood. This will provide extra waiting space for walk-on passengers and allow those with dogs to get
out of the weather.
• Additional cameras for the webcam
will be installed at the Anacortes terminal to focus on the Guemes Island ferry
line as well as the Anacortes ferry line.
Beck reminds islanders that the
minutes from the last Public Ferry Forum, as well as the 2011 Work Plan,
are available at www.linetime.org. She
added, “Thanks to all those who have
given input by e-mail, phone, or letter. However, I have received very little
input regarding ‘levels of service standards’ and am hoping for more.” Levels of service standards are performance
goals that can be measured to determine
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down the hill and turn around near the
terminal.
Initially, this service will only be
provided when islanders call and
request it. Skagit Transit asks for 24hour notice, but according to Beck,
drivers can often accommodate
passengers who call the same day.
Route 49 operates from 7:25 a.m. to
4:40 p.m. on weekdays and 8:25 a.m.
to 4:40 p.m. on Saturday. (For more
information see the inserted flyer or call
Skagit Transit at 757-4433.)
Veal stated to the Tide, “Eventually,
we hope to have regularly scheduled bus
pickups, but that will only develop over
time. Since this is a new concept, there
will need to be coordination between
Skagit Transit and islanders to make it
work, but at least we have a start.”
Veal also reported that the FC
will again meet with county officials
on June 2 to discuss solutions to the
problem of crowded Sunday runs,
where riders have sometimes been
stranded at the end of the evening.
Topics for the summer Public Ferry
Forum will also be reviewed.
the quality of ferry operations. They include factors such as management and
ridership needs, costs, and scheduling.
The standards will be discussed in the
upcoming summer Ferry Forum.

Quarterly Ferry Meeting
Ferry Committee members hope
that all islanders will attend the quarterly meeting on June 26, 2:30 p.m.,
at the Hall, when they hope to have a
new Sunday evening “cleanup” policy
to report. Other agenda items include:
• The new bus pickup area at the
Anacortes terminal
• A rider-preference survey
• An idea for a small floating dock
with a ramp on the Anacortes
side for use by private boats as
well as the passenger ferry during
future outages
• Other topics for the Public Ferry
Forum, to be scheduled later
this summer
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Celebrate Creativity at the Church

Guemes Island Community Church will
hold a creativity celebration on Pentecost Sunday, June 12, at 9:30 a.m. The nontraditional
service will include original poetry, music, and
liturgical dance. A reception after the service
will display various visual arts, such as painting,
sculpture, weaving, and jewelry by Guemes
artists. Everyone is welcome to attend—either
to participate or just to enjoy the creativity of
others.
If you’d like to read poetry, play music, or be
part of a dance group, please call Julie Pingree
at 293-2269 or Martha Kline at 588-6234. If
you would like to display your visual artwork,
please contact Bob Anderson at 293-3770.
Pastor Martha Kline
On Sunday, June 19, Father’s Day, cookies will be provided to all the men attending the 9 a.m. service. Guemes residents
who are graduating from high school or college will also be recognized that day, and
those attending will receive a gift certificate.
On Saturday, June 25, Martha Kline will be formally installed as pastor of
Guemes Island Community Church at 2 p.m. A reception will follow and everyone
is welcome.

Soup Supper Revived
The Tide incorrectly announced in
the May issue that the popular Soup
Supper program was disbanding for the
summer. Happily, that is not the case.
Here’s the lineup:
June 7: Dock Project Manager Jennifer Swanson and Ferry Manager Rachel
Beck will detail and recap the Guemes
ferry-dock construction project, including a slide show.
June 14: Island Hospital CEO Vince
Oliver will discuss what’s going on at
the hospital. Topics will include economic issues, physician recruitment and
retention, and new services.
June 21: Ruth Sinclair, a nationally
renowned clay-paper artist, will show
photos of her sculptures and reliefs that
draw from tribal, feminist, and traditional religious themes.
June 28: By popular request, Bob
and Holiday Matchett repeat a viewing
of the film of their trip to Africa. Bob
and Omi Cummings will also display
artifacts from their African travels.

Sasquatch Sightings
at the Store
An art exhibit of work by
Anacortes artist
Christine Olsen
will open Friday,
June 17, from 6
to 8 p.m. in the
loft at Anderson’s
General Store.
The exhibit will
run through
Labor Day.
Olsen’s playful
Uncle Guemes is
Sasquatch poracrylic on plywood.
traits are painted
using opaque watercolors.
Memberships in the Sasquatch Preservation Federation will be available at
the opening.
Olsen studied fine art at the Cornish Art Institute and has exhibited her
art widely throughout the region.

Fun With Math
and Science

Holiday Matchett shows Shaw
Clifton science games.

A grant to “make math and science
come alive for children and families”
was recently awarded to the Guemes
Island Library by the National Science
Foundation. The Library received a box
worth $700 of books, teaching tools,
lesson plans, and hands-on activities
designed for preschool and primary
children.
During the week of July 5–8 from
10 a.m. to noon, retired educators
Kathy Finks and Holiday Matchett will
immerse children in an exciting world
of math and science at the Library and
Hall. Carol Harma, retired children’s
librarian, will share stories and activities.
Adventures are planned for preschool
children ages 2–4, primary children ages
5–6, and older primary children ages
7–9 who are accompanied by an adult.
Older youth are welcome to assist the
younger children as lab technicians if
they attend an orientation meeting prior
to the event. Advance registration is
necessary. For more information or to
register, please contact Kathy Finks at
588-9192 or kfin@earthlink.net.
Adventures will include “Sink or
Float? Make a Boat,” “Shapes and Patterns,” “Building,” and “Sharp Senses.”
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Welcome, Bettie Rae

Bettie Rae Woolworth was born February 3, 2011, at 5:07 p.m. to island
residents Laura Larson and Michael
Woolworth. She weighed 6.28 pounds
at birth and measured 18.5 inches.
“She’s the happiest baby I’ve ever seen,”
says her proud mom.
Bettie Rae was a crowd-pleaser every time she rode the passenger-only
ferry during the outage. Also pleased
are maternal grandparents Emma and
Rob Schroder and paternal grandparents
Phyllis Woolworth and Ron and Mindi
Woolworth.
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Doggie Drill Team
Has your dog always wanted to
march in the Guemes Island 4th of July
parade? Now is its chance! Nonaggressive and reasonably obedient dogs and
their owners are welcome to join the
practice sessions to work on drill-team
routines for the parade.
Participants must commit to meet
once a week to practice. While grace
and precision are desirable, the emphasis will be on having fun. The team will
raise funds to benefit the Humane Society of Skagit Valley. For information
about the event and the practice schedule, call Dyvon Havens at 293-0221.

From left, Margie O’Harra and Blue, Zoanne
Hyland and Max, Linda Donato and Lola,
Tweet Schreurs and Sugar, and Dyvon Havens
and Maizy practice their routines for the 4th
of July parade.

The Biggest Egg
The May issue of the Tide showed
a picture of a 3-inch egg laid by Lorrie
Steele’s hen Buffy. No sooner had Lorrie thrown down her challenge to break
that record than Tim Wittman produced
photographic evidence of his hen Gertrude’s egg measuring 3⅜ inches. The
eight-year-old Rhode Island Red usually produced “standard” eggs measuring
just under 3 inches. Alas, Gertrude had an unfortunate encounter with a mink
and is no longer with us. Her record lives on. Sorry, Buffy. Any other takers?

Battleship Tragedies

Bike-to-Work Week

The tale of the two most tragic U.S.
Navy disasters of World War II and
their connections to Guemes Island will
be the subject of an informal discussion
at the meeting of the Guemes Island
Historical Society at 7:30 p.m., June
13, at the Church.
When the battleship USS Arizona
was sunk in the attack on Pearl Harbor, a young Guemes sailor by the name
of Jimmy Gray was one of the 1,104
killed. Ironically, near the end of the war
the sinking of the heavy cruiser USS
Indianapolis took the life of Melvin
Dow Hobbs, the beloved brother of
Alice Shoultz, who lived less than a
mile from the Gray family.

Islanders brought their bikes to
Anderson’s Store May 16 for the first
day of Bike-to-Work Week. Nick Stowe
and Carolyn Moulton, owners of Bikespot, a bicycle repair shop in Anacortes,
helped cyclists tune up and repair their
bikes. The sun even came out as Susie
Gwost played music and folks anticipated riding in better weather.
Cyclists picked up forms to log the
automobile miles they save by bicycling
to work, school, or running errands
from May 20 to Labor Day. In September, totals will be tallied and registered
with Transition Fidalgo & Friends as a From left, Nick Stowe, Charlotte Clifton (the
contribution toward creating a sustain- “Bike Ferry”), and Carolyn Moulton enjoy the
sunshine and celebrate Bike-to-Work Week.
able community.

Kick Weigel Memorial Breakfast
A pancake breakfast in honor of Kick Weigel will be held July 2 at 8:30 a.m. at the Church. Chief pancake maker for the
Men’s Breakfast for many years, Kick died in February. The event is sponsored by the Men’s Breakfast to raise funds to improve
the Church kitchen, which is also used for Gathering lunches and is the island’s designated emergency shelter kitchen.
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Watch the Jaws of Life at Work
By Mike Stamper
Ever wonder how the Jaws of Life work? Join
the Guemes Island Fire Department at 1 p.m. on
June 4 in the upper parking lot of Anderson’s General Store for a demonstration of the hydraulic cutting tools. The event will open with a comparison
between two teams of firefighters. One will use the
Jaws and the other will use the department’s current
set of hand tools. Each team will attempt to cut the
top loose on their side of the car.
Following this “John Henry versus the machine”
battle, a second car will be used to demonstrate how
the Jaws help extricate a trapped victim. When minutes count, the Jaws of Life can be the difference between life and death for someone trapped by mangled metal or so badly hurt that
every movement must be carefully choreographed to avoid twisting the spine. In
emergency medical services, every second of the first hour following an accident can
be critical.
The fire department has raised $8,275 of the $25,000 needed to purchase the
Jaws of Life. Please send your donations to the Guemes Island Fire Department,
6310 Guemes Island Road, Anacortes, WA 98221. Indicate on your check or in a
cover letter that the donation is for the Jaws of Life campaign. Some donors are
issuing challenges to their friends and neighbors. Please consider making a pledge
if delaying your donation fits your financial planning needs better.

In Case of Emergency

CERT Offers Tips and Aid in Preparing for the Worst
By Gail Nicolls
Emergency Response Team (CERT) is
With recent devastating earthquakes, a group of volunteers prepared to retsunamis, and floods fresh in mind, it
spond to an island emergency when
might be time to refresh your housecalled upon by the Guemes Island Fire
hold’s emergency preparedness supplies
Department. CERT has teams of neighand planning. Community-wide disasborhood leaders and emergency comter planning is in place on the island.
munications specialists assigned to every
The Guemes Island Community
neighborhood on the island, plus a team
of trained shelter operators.
If disaster strikes the island, designated neighborhood leaders or alternates
are responsible for checking every household in their neighborhoods. Not all
neighborhoods have an alternate leader
to assist the leader or assume leadership
should the assigned leader be unavailable. Volunteers for alternates are especially needed.
The communications team consists
of ham radio and Family Radio Service operators located around the island. In the event that land-line and cell
phone service is lost, the communications team will connect neighborhoods
to the emergency command headquarters on the island and to county emer-

Round Up Your
Rummage!
It’s time for the fire department
rummage sale on the 4th of July. Famous for its great deals (get there early),
the event is sponsored by the Guemes
Island Firefighters Association to raise
money to help volunteer firefighters and
other community organizations.
Usable donations may be dropped
off from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on June 25
and 26 and July 2 and 3. You can also
arrange for items to be picked up during
those hours. To arrange for pick up or
to ask whether an item is usable, contact
Adam Veal at adamaveal@yahoo.com or
293-0925, or Mike Stamper at 293-4995.
(See inserted flyer for more information.)
The rummage sale begins at the
Fire Hall on July 4 at 11:30 a.m. following the parade. The sale lasts until
approximately 3 p.m. or until everything
is sold or taken away. Pricing is reduced
towards the end of the sale.

gency management. Volunteer ham radio operators are particularly needed on
the team.
Should shelters become necessary,
the shelter team will establish sleeping
arrangements at the Community Center and food service at the Church.
Every household on the island should
always maintain supplies that will last
for at least ten days to two weeks. You
can request a Family Emergency Preparedness Plan from your neighborhood
leader or download it at www.linetime
.info/EmergencyPreparednessPlan.pdf.
The following two pages list names
of neighborhood leaders and alternates.
This list and a list of the locations of
emergency radios are posted on CERT’s
LineTime page (see Guemes Island
Organizations at www.linetime.org), in
addition to other useful emergency information. The lists are also available on
the left side of the door as you enter
Anderson’s General Store and on the
bulletin boards at the Community
Center and the Library.
If you have questions or would like
to be a CERT volunteer, please call Gail
Nicolls at 293-9540.
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CERT Neighborhood Leaders
Here’s a list of Guemes Island neighborhoods and their Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) leaders and alternates (see article on page 8). Contact your leader for further emergency-preparedness material and see the CERT page on www.
linetime.org. If your neighborhood doesn’t have an alternate leader, please consider volunteering: call Gail Nicolls at 293-9540.
Channel View Drive neighborhood
Covers Channel View Drive and
Guemes Place
• Leader: Larry Pinnow, 7159
Channel View Drive, 293-4109
• Alternate: Larry Bohall, 7370
Channel View Drive, 588-9571
Cypress Way neighborhood
Covers Cypress Way
• Leader: Hal Forsey,
7782 Cypress Way
• Alternate: Open
Edens Road neighborhoods
Covers 4192–5706 Edens Road,
Driftwood Drive, and Lux Sit Road
• Leader: Zoanne Hyland, 4989 Edens
Road, 588-1450
• Alternate: Janice Veal, 4453 Edens
Road, 293-3721
Covers 5706–6129 Edens Road
• Leader: Sue Gwost, 5979 Edens
Road, 293-5708
• Alternate: Open
Guemes Island Road
neighborhoods
Covers 4268–4622 Guemes Island Road,
Agate Road, Clark Point Road, and
Forest Lane
• Leader: Jerry Schreurs, 4623 Guemes
Island Road, 293-9407
• Alternate: Woofenden family, 4622
Guemes Island Road, 293-7448
Covers 4622–5062 Guemes Island
Road and Lewis Lane
• Leader: Julie and Ron Flint, 5126
Guemes Island Road, 293-4125
• Alternate: Karen Everett, 5052
Guemes Island Road, 293-3581

Covers 5062–5214 Guemes Island Road
• Leader: Kaye Kamphenborg, 5197
Guemes Island Road, 293-6136
• Alternate: Open
Covers 5214–5905 Guemes Island
Road and Down Under Lane
• Leader: Howard Pellett, 5293
Guemes Island Road, 293-8128
• Alternate: Open
Covers 5905–6138 Guemes Island Road,
No Name Road, and Solstice Lane
• Leader: Lorrie Steele, 5521 No
Name Road, 293-6548
• Alternate: Open
Covers 6138–6561 Guemes Island Road
• Leader: Andy Gladish, 7097 Guemes
Island Road, 299-2169
• Alternate: Lorrie Steele, 5521 No
Name Road, 293-6548
Covers 6310–7753 Guemes Island Road,
Homestead Lane, Paradise Lane, and
Pheasant Run
• Leader: Gary Davis, 5530
Homestead Lane, 299-9339
• Alternate: Jennifer Mimnaugh, 5684
Paradise Lane, 293-5025
Covers 7753–7932 Guemes Island Road
• Leader: Jan Iversen, 5358 South
Shore Drive, 293-6108
• Alternate: Leota Price, 5469 South
Shore Drive, 293-4156
Hideaway Lane neighborhood
Covers Hideaway Lane
• Leader: David McKibben, 7875
Shaw Street, 299-4556
• Alternate: Open

Holiday Boulevard
neighborhoods
Covers 6898–7393 Holiday Boulevard,
Decatur Place, Woody Lane, and Forest
Lane
• Leader: Bob Anderson, 6966
Holiday Boulevard, 293-3770
• Alternate: Vicki Hallingstad, 6992
Holiday Boulevard, 333-2806
Covers 7393–7483 Holiday Boulevard,
Evergreen Lane, Saddlebag Lane, and
Shaw Street
• Leader: Paul Patterson, 7541
Holiday Boulevard, 299-2517
• Alternate: Open
Covers 7483–7778 Holiday Boulevard
and Samish Street
• Leader: Mike Young, 7561 Holiday
Boulevard, 299-9165
• Alternate: Sharon Schlittenhard,
7561 Holiday Boulevard, 299-9165
Island Crest Lane neighborhood
Covers Island Crest Lane and Island
View Lane
• Leader: Leslie Tysseling, 7210 Island
Crest Lane, 293-2616
• Alternate: Vickie Sarvis, 7259 Island
Crest Lane, (360) 474-4487
Nootka Lane neighborhood
Covers Nootka Lane
• Leader: Juby Fouts, 6443 Nootka
Lane, 293-2704
• Alternate: Dave Wolf, 6443 Nootka
Lane, 299-0422
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Section Avenue neighborhood
Covers Dunthorne Road, Seaway Drive,
Seaway Hollow Road, Section Avenue,
and Upper Hollow Lane
• Leader: Kathy and Harry Finks,
5998 Dunthorne Road, 588-9192
• Alternate: Sue Gwost, 5979 Edens
Road, 293-5708
South Shore Drive neighborhoods
Covers 4440–5144 South Shore Drive
• Leader: David Slabaugh, 4709 South
Shore Drive, 293-0221
• Alternate: Marla Hovey, 4536 South
Shore Drive, 299-1216
Covers 5144–5478 South Shore Drive,
Tidewater Road, and Beechnut Tree Lane
• Leader: Jan Iversen, 5358 South
Shore Drive, 293-6108
• Alternate: Leota Price, 5469 South
Shore Drive, 293-4156
South Shore Road neighborhoods
Covers 5633–5889 South Shore Road,
South Beach Lane, and Chestnut Lane
• Leader: Diane Wyatt, 5743 South
Shore Road, 293-1850
• Alternate: Susie Fox, 5795 South
Shore Road, (206) 890-0098
Covers 5889–6112 South Shore Road
• Leader: Don Passarelli, 6124 South
Shore Road, 299-2549
• Alternate: Susie Fox, 5795 South
Shore Road, (206) 890-0098
• Alternate: Bruce Adkins, 5919 South
Shore Road, 299-2101
Covers 6112–6316 South Shore Road and
Glencoe Lane
• Leader: Joan Palmer, 6132 South
Shore Road, 293-0373
• Alternate: Jon Prescott, 7133
Glencoe Lane, (360) 929-6996

Covers 6316–6464 South Shore Road
• Leader: Mary Jo Andrak, 7033
Holiday Boulevard, 293-6398
• Alternate: Cathy Schoenberg, 7731
Holiday Boulevard, 299-1293
Square Harbor Lane
neighborhood
Covers Square Harbor Lane and
Muriel Lane
• Leader: Jessica Lynch, 7238 Square
Harbor Lane, 588-0321
• Alternate: Marianne Kooiman, 6500
Square Harbor Lane, 293-5815
West Shore Drive neighborhoods
Covers 6571–7365 West Shore Drive
• Leader: Holiday Matchett, 6669
West Shore Drive, 299-8552
• Alternate: Gail Nicolls, 7802 West
Shore Drive, 293-9540
Covers 7365–7975 West Shore Drive and
Ocean Acres Lane
• Leader: Gail Nicolls, 7802 West
Shore Drive, 293-9540
• Alternate: Susan Rombeek, 7378
Ocean Acres Lane, 293-0777
West Shore Road neighborhoods
Covers 4723–4918 West Shore Road
• Leader: Betty Curtis, 4792 West
Shore Road, 299-0419
• Alternate: Jerry Schreurs, 4623
Guemes Island Road, 293-9407
Covers 4918–5170 West Shore Road,
North Indian Village Lane, South Indian
Village Lane, Totem Trail, and
Salmon Run
• Leader: Tom Murphy, 5162 Totem
Trail, 299-2313
• Alternate: Judy Thompson, 5314
West Shore Road, 293-4832

Covers 5170–5944 West Shore Road and
Potlatch Lane
• Leader: Gerry and Anne Bosworth,
5382 West Shore Road, 588-9055
• Alternate: Bea Cashetta, 5398 West
Shore Road, 293-0509
Covers 5944–6482 West Shore Road and
Lervick Road
• Leader: Cecelia Spahr, 6448 West
Shore Road, 293-8384
• Alternate: Open
Upland Drive neighborhood
Covers Upland Drive
• Leader: Julie Pingree, 7107 Upland
Drive, 293-2269
• Alternate: Larry Bohall, 7370
Channel View Drive, 588-9571
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feeders and in fields.
Fruit trees burst into
bloom, and for a few
sunny days in a row,
pollinators buzzed with
activity. Weeds and
grass began demanding
attention.
The LaCross household witnessed the

Edith walden
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Signs of
Spring

THEA LA CROSS

Annual rainfall through May 26
on Guemes Island, measured at the
Nootka Lane station, was 18.94 inches.
That’s 7.26 inches over the average
annual Anacortes rainfall through
May—62% above average!
Even so, noticeable signs of the
season have been apparent in the
last weeks. Goldfinches appeared at

JUDITH HORTON

By Edith Walden

birth of twin fawns in their backyard.
See www.tinyurl/mamadeer for a video
of the first fawn minutes after birth.

The temperature flirted with 70
for a day, and light extends well into
evening as the days of our lives hasten
toward summer.

Twentieth Year for Guemes Gold Scholarships

Edith walden

studies. He hopes to become a certiBy Edith Walden & scholarship committee and the Green Club. After graduating
The Betty Crookes Guemes Gold
from college, she wants to join the Peace fied public accountant and work abroad
to promote business in rural areas. Ara
Scholarships were awarded for the twen- Corps and travel. Born and raised on
has been on the Honor Roll for seven
tieth time to outstanding island students Guemes, Mirissa is the daughter of Jeff
semesters. He enjoyed taking challengon May 23.
and Sherri Bosch.
ing classes during his two years in
Malia Prescott won a Gold Award
the Running Start program. He
of $1,000. Silver Awards ($600)
plays bass guitar in a local band
went to Mirissa Bosch and Lori
performing blues, jazz, and funk.
Stamper, and a Bronze Award ($400)
Last summer, he volunteered
went to Ara Verbano. Jacob Rector
every Saturday at a food bank.
received a Certificate of Merit. ApBorn and raised on Guemes, Ara
plicants were evaluated on academic
is the son of Larry Verbano and
achievements, community service,
Chris Damarjian.
outside interests, and environmental
Jacob Rector, an AHS junior,
activities.
made the Honor Roll throughMalia Prescott, a senior at Anaout middle school and high
cortes High School (AHS), will enter
school, maintaining a 3.6 GPA
the University of Washington as a
From left, Lori Stamper, Malia Prescott, Mirissa Bosch,
while taking a rigorous course
junior this fall to study biology. Havand Ara Verbano receive awards.
load. Jacob enjoys playing footing played viola since age 10, she perball and loves music. He has played
forms with the Skagit Symphony and at
Lori Stamper, an AHS senior, plans
bass guitar for six years and is a memisland concerts. Last summer on a trip
to go to the nursing program at Southto China, she helped rebuild a school in ern Oregon University and hopes to be- ber of two bands. Jacob is the son of
Rebecca Rector.
a city that was destroyed by a massive
come a flight nurse. She’s maintained a
Betty Crookes co-founded the scholmudslide. Malia is the daughter of Jon
4.0 GPA for four years and was an ofarship program when she served on the
and Sandra Prescott.
ficer in the Drama Club and French
Women’s Club, which is now disbandMirissa Bosch, a senior at AHS, will Travel Club. She helped set up the julive with a host family while studying
nior firefighter program for the Guemes ed. The program is currently funded by
donations from many island organizain Germany for ten months next year.
Island Fire Department, where she has
tions. The difficult job of selecting winShe hopes to attend the University of
been a junior member for two years.
ners fell to the scholarship committee:
Washington the following year to study Born and raised on Guemes, Lori is the
Agnes Ashback, Nancy Bush, Jan Eberarchitecture and international studies,
daughter of Mike and Kim Stamper.
sole, Harry Finks, Julie Hopkins, Susan
or digital art and experimental media.
Ara Verbano, a senior at AHS, plans
Rombeek, Sue Sievers, and Janice Veal,
Mirissa is on the Honor Roll and was
to go to the University of Colorado
with special help from Carol Pellett.
involved in the Spanish Travel Club
to study economics and international
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Beachcombing

It was now 11 p.m. And “things got
real quiet,” he says. For various reasons,
his options were limited. I was back
on Guemes, comfortable in a warm
home with the ferry tied up for the
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WIN ANDERSON

After what he estimated was about
two hours he checked his watch. He
with Win Anderson
had survived 15 minutes of that February night.
This is an urban survival True Tale.
Finally he did enjoy a fitful night’s
Those who have followed this colrest, he told me. He awoke to the reumn may remember the March item
ward of a beautiful sunshiny mornabout our friend Edd Cox so prouding topped off with the discovery of
ly traveling from Seattle’s Pioneer
the Red Apple grocery for breakfast.
Square to Mangan’s Landing using
Returning to the terminal, he found
only public transportation.
the depot open, bought a ticket, and
Now for The Rest of the Story . . .
caught the next train.
Edd was planning to catch an
“I got back a half hour before my
early Amtrak home on that Saturteaching appointment,” he told me
day in mid-February. But we were
proudly and joyfully, as if that had
such good hosts, taking him trampbeen his only concern.
ing through drizzle-soaked brush
He also noted that because of a
and squashing in muddy slop up to
family secret, recently come to light,
his knees, that he opted for a later
he now believes his real father was
train when perhaps his pants would
a Native American and this was his
be dry.
“vision quest.”
So I delivered him to the Mount
“That’s why I survived that
Vernon station in time for the 10
night,” he said. “That and the wool
p.m. train, and made him change
socks you loaned me.”
there on the sidewalk out of my
To learn more about Edd, (I call
loaner pants into his almost-dry
Shaw Clifton and Edd Cox explore Cayou Creek.
him a Guemes Islander who hasn’t
ones, after finding the station closed
night. No help there, Edd knew. Wearmoved here yet) see www.eddcox.com
for the night. It was too cold for me to
ing just a sweatshirt and vest, he looked and click on the Edd Cox Fine Art
hang around so after a hug goodbye I
left him to cheerfully join a small group around the deserted station. The chilled photo.
63-year-old compiled a list of available
•
huddled on the loading dock.
resources and came up with three: a
On a totally unrelated subject:
The next afternoon he called to regarbage can, some doormats, and a
With the ferry back and Dial-A-Ride
port that he had made it home safely—
planter box.
gone, and with gas still hovering in the
THAT MORNING!
Campout time.
$4 range, some ideas have been spawned
Yes, the train had come, a little late,
The garbage can yielded a clean plas- that could lead to a permanent legacy
but since the terminal was closed he
tic bag. He cut a hole for his head and
of the Big Shutdown. The one I like indidn’t have a ticket and the conductor
pulled it on. The doormats became his
volves a Skagit Transit bus coming here
informed him sales are not allowed on
mattress and blankets in a brick planter
once a week, picking up a load of nonboard. With that news ringing in his
driving residents for a shopping trip to
ears, he turned to see a bus, also headed box (no dirt, just a cinder base). With
his duffle for a pillow, he commenced
Anacortes or even Burlington, returning
for Seattle, cruising out of sight up the
to try to sleep.
in the afternoon. Possible?
on-ramp to I-5.
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The Finkses Celebrate 50th Anniversary
COURTESY FINKS FAMILY

By Edith Walden
Kathy and Harry Finks married on May 23, 1961 in Holden, Missouri. They met in
high school at a Presbyterian conference, when Harry asked Kathy to hold his watch at
the side of the pool while he went for a swim. He forgot to retrieve it, and Kathy had to
track him down to return it. The rest, as they say . . .
The couple joined the Peace Corps a year after their marriage and spent two years in
the Philippines teaching English. On their return, they pursued careers in education and
raised a family. Daughter Julie lives on the island and son Whit lives in Anacortes.
Harry retired from the Muckleshoot
Indian Tribal School in 2005 after also
being principal at Lakeside and Bush
schools in Seattle. Kathy retired from
Overlake School in Redmond.
They have owned their Seaway Hollow home for 27 years and have lived here full time for 7 years, participating
generously in community activities. Harry currently serves on the Community
Council and Kathy leads preschool playtime.
The secret to a happy marriage? Common values and really trusting each
other, Kathy advises. The two had a quiet celebration with a bottle of quince
cider and then dined on fish and chips at San Juan Lanes Bar and Grill.

EDITH WALDEN

The Finkses then (top left) and now

Community Council Association Looks at
Finances, Long-Range Planning
By Thea LaCross
At the May 18 meeting of the
Guemes Island Community Center Association, board and community members discussed finances, heard updates on
current projects, and were introduced to
the new long-range planning committee.
Treasurer Norm Prewitt reported that
aside from reserve funds in certificates
of deposit, there is currently just enough
cash to cover the next few months’ regular maintenance and operation expenses.
The board hopes that donations from the

upcoming spring appeal will improve
the financial picture.
Resources for maintenance and improvement of the Hall and other community properties come from donations
of cash, labor, and materials. Ideally
those who appreciate having the Hall
and outdoor areas for events and celebrations will respond as generously as
they can. This year, in addition to defraying ongoing operating expenses,
donations will help keep momentum
going on the popular new Schoolhouse
Park Stage project.
Harry Finks reported that he has assembled a diverse group of islanders to
form a long-range planning committee,
the first in nearly 10 years. This group
is tasked with looking at projects and
directions for the Community Center
beyond what is currently scheduled. It
will help trustees plan for larger maintenance projects (exterior painting, future
roofing, or other physical upkeep) and
to determine what islanders may need
and want from their Community Center in the next few years.
The next regular meeting will be
held in September.

Plans for the Schoolhouse
Park Stage
A special meeting dedicated to the
stage project will be held June 16 at 7
p.m. at the Community Center. Design
plans for the construction of a multipurpose outdoor stage in Schoolhouse
Park will be presented. Updates on engineering, construction, and permitting
plans will also be discussed.

GIPOA Annual Meeting
The Guemes Island Property Owners
Association (GIPOA) will hold its annual
meeting Saturday, June 11, at 7 p.m.
at the Community Center. Everyone is
welcome to attend to hear guest speaker
Evelyn Adams, founder of Skagit Beat the
Heat (now named Transition Fidalgo &
Friends). Adams was recently presented
the Yeoman Environmental Stewardship
award by Evergreen Islands and is the
author and editor of several books, including Wild Talk: Rambles & Reflections on
Fidalgo Island. She will speak about Transition Towns, an international movement
that encourages communities to build
resilience through sustainable living.
The Guemes Island Citizen of the Year
will be announced at the meeting, and
GIPOA members will also elect officers.
Refreshments will be served.
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Islanders Demonstrate Soo Bahk Do

photos by holiday matchett

By Holiday Matchett
Guemes Islanders Blake Prescott,
14, and Blaine LaCross, 16, demonstrated Soo Bahk Do, a Korean martial
art, at Soup Supper May 3.

As Blaine LaCross and Jon Prescott hold the
board, Blake Prescott demonstrates breaking it with a kick.

Blake, an assistant instructor and
Cho Dan (the equivalent of a firstdegree black belt) at the Anacortes
school of Soo Bahk Do, explained the
techniques, history, philosophy, and

traditions of the form, which include
a mission of bringing about world
peace through improved human relationships.
The two practitioners encouraged
the audience to participate in a basic exercise. Blaine demonstrated the
breaking of a board with his hand and
Blake showed the technique used to
break a board with his foot. Blake and
Blaine also demonstrated several forms,
which were complex, quick, and precisely orchestrated athletic movements.
While practitioners of the discipline
are taught not to kill their opponents
in contact situations, the audience was
impressed with the possibilities of selfdefense offered by their rigorous training. Throughout their demonstrations,
Blaine and Blake sparred with each
other verbally, which kept the audience
laughing as the feet flew and the artistry was apparent.
Blake has been studying for five
years and Blaine for two. They pur-

sue this art for many reasons, including
increasing their confidence and giving
themselves a “presence.” The art form is
designed to help the practitioner grow
physically and mentally, as well as lead a
healthy and disciplined life. “We are not
attempting to develop a better warrior
but a better person,” stated Grand Master
Hwang Kee, founder of the practice.

Blake and Blaine teach a breathing exercise
to participants at Soup Supper.

Party for the Plan
By Edith Walden
Join the festivities on June 4 from
3–5 p.m. at the Community Center to
celebrate the adoption of the Guemes
Island Subarea Plan. Live music and refreshments will be provided.
After 20 years of work by island
volunteers, the Subarea Plan was adopted in January by the Skagit County
Board of Commissioners. The plan issues policy recommendations to guide
the future development of Guemes Island in order to maintain the island’s
natural resources and rural character.
At the celebration, Howard Pellett will provide a brief history of
the Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee (GIPAC). Allen Bush
Jr. will outline land-use issues. Fred
Sievers will present shorelines recommendations. Marianne Kooiman will
talk about environmental concerns, including aquifer and natural resource
conservation. Roz Glasser will address transportation policies, includ-

ing ferry service.
This fall islanders will be asked to
vote by mail for members of GIPAC.
The new permanent committee will
communicate between island residents

and landowners and government
agencies, and will monitor the plan’s
implementation. Contact Allen Bush
Jr. at 293-7439 if you’re interested in
running for a position.

@cablerocket.com to Be Discontinued
In a letter mailed to subscribers of PacAccess Cable and Internet (formerly
Index Cable TV) on May 1, General Manager Ray Poorman confirmed what he
had told the Tide in February: service with Internet service provider (ISP) CableRocket will be phased out in the next 30 to 60 days. This means that islanders who use cablerocket.com in their e-mail addresses must find another e-mail
delivery service.
This also means that within two months, all cablerocket.com e-mail addresses (including those listed in the Guemes Island Telephone Directory) will
be invalid. If you send a message to an invalid address, the recipient will never
receive it—there is no forwarding service.
Poorman recommends using one of the many free e-mail services such as
Google, Yahoo, or Hotmail. This will allow users to keep their same e-mail addresses in the future, even when transferring to a different ISP. The Guemes Island Internet/TV Advisory Committee advises users to transfer to a new service
as soon as possible in order to give your e-mail correspondents plenty of time
to adapt to your new address.
Poorman also provided new contact information for subscribers:
(360) 853-2660 and info@sanjuancable.com.
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The Birds . . .

Islanders Participate in National Count
term influence of environmental factors
on birds’ habitat, ranges, migration patterns, and abundance. For more information, see www.birds.cornell.edu.
Armed with binoculars, eight of us met
at 8 a.m with longtime count leaders Beth
Thompson and Valerie
Stahan. They sorted us
into pairs—more experienced birders with
those less knowledgeable, and those with
less than stellar hearing with someone who Western tanager
could identify birds by
their calls.
Each team covered a specific area of
the island, recording every bird seen, as
well as the miles covered and time spent
counting. Teams regrouped at noon to
enjoy sack lunches, warm up with some
tea, and ogle the wide variety of birds
JUDITH HORTON

By Holiday Matchett
May 14 may have been just another dismal spring day for most islanders,
but many dedicated bird watchers across
the country—including a handful on
Guemes—had circled the date for the
North American Migratory Bird Count.
In 1992, the Cornell University Laboratory of Ornithology began organizing
the count. One of the lab’s many “citizen-science” projects, the count provides
information needed to identify the long-

congregated at the feeders.
Although usually birding until dusk,
by 5 p.m. pouring rain had cooled the
ardor of both birds and watchers. Even
so, the teams identified 1,434 birds of
76 different species,
traveling almost 17
miles and spending
over 23 collective
hours counting.
The tallies were
shared at the May 17
Soup Supper. Islanders enjoyed recorded
birdcalls and photos provided by ace
birder Gary Curtis; asked questions;
and shared information. Perhaps next
year more participants will ensure even
better coverage of our “rock.” If you are
interested in birding with fellow islanders, contact Judith Horton at 293-8374
or islandjude@earthlink.net).

Join the Weed Brigade

PHOTOS BY EDITH WALDEN

Dandelions, shotweed, and crabgrass are weeds most
gardeners are familiar with this time of year. There’s another category of weeds that landowners are required
by state law to eradicate from their property—noxious
weeds. These are defined as nonnative, aggressive, and
invasive plants that are highly destructive, competitive,
or difficult to control by cultural or chemical practices
when established. A noxious weed requires vigilance to
control or destroy—and Guemes is home to a number
of them.
The Guemes Island Weed Brigade, a group of volunteers, was formed in 2000 to monitor road easements
and address specific problems, such as Scotch broom,
(Top) Teasel seed head and
tansy ragwort, and thistles. This year the Weed Brigade will focus on three invasive plants: Scotch broom, early spring growth (below)
spurge laurel (daphne), and teasel. If you want to join
the Weed Brigade, or want to borrow weed wrenches,
please contact Marianne Kooiman at 293-5815 or
eyrie@cnw.com.
Skagit County Noxious Weed Coordinator Bill
Rogers and Randy Nelson of the Operations Division
of Skagit County Public Works Department will come
to Guemes in early June to look at trouble spots.
The Tide will feature an article in the July/August
issue that will describe and illustrate some common
noxious weeds to watch for.
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. . . and the Bees

The Buzz on Guemes
sunny days (go ahead
and count them) doing an inventory of bees
on Guemes Island. This
inventory is an attempt to discover
and monitor the
pollinating activity
of the many pollinators in island orchards and gardens.
This healthy frame from a beehive illustrates that bees on
Mark speaks
to property owners Guemes show no sign of colony collapse disorder so far.
about their pollinating needs and advises them about
wants to understand the “big picture”
the best ways to meet their goals.
on Guemes before any more bees are
He also watches for the honeybeepurposely transported to the island.
attracting plants, such as dandelions,
Mark has been keeping bees on
that bloom before orchard trees. He Guemes for 23 years. As a professional
One third of the human food supply depends on monitors other types of insect polhoneybee researcher he is concerned for
insect pollination.
linators, including several species of
orchardists, farmers, backyard gardenbumblebees, mason bees, wasps, yelers, and honey producers about diseases
lowjackets, and hummingbirds. He
being carried to the hives. Because colDrug Case
ony collapse disorder has been discovArraignment
ered in parts of the western U.S. and is
Birthdays
moving through Washington, Mark has
Arraignment for Timothy Hough(Recognition for those 18 and under
been watching for it on Guemes. He
ton, 32, was postponed until May 27
and
the
chronologically
gifted)
has not found any evidence of it to date.
while Houghton obtains counsel. AcHis concern over the last three years
cording to court documents, he will
Healy Reinholt turns 11 on June 1.
has been the transporting of bees from
be charged in Skagit County Superior
Marilyn Ramsay turns 80 on June 5.
off-island to Guemes without a careful
Court with a felony count of possession
Bill Westenhaver turns 86 on June 6.
examination and history of the hive or
of a controlled substance (methamphetRose Fraley turns 81 on June 8.
bees in advance.
amine), a misdemeanor count of posIf you see a message at the ferry causession of 40 grams or less of marijuana,
Deanna Wagner turns 72 on June 11.
tioning
people to have bees examined by
and a misdemeanor count of resisting
Sidney Grassi turns 7 on June 14.
a professional before they enter our isarrest.
Sam Stamper turns 14 on June 18.
land, you will recognize it as preventive
The charges stem from an incident
Mirissa Bosch turns 18 on June 22.
medicine to keep out the “sick” bees.
in Anacortes on March 4. Houghton
moved off the island in late March and
is currently living in Anacortes.

HOLIDAY MATCHETT

EDITH WALDEN

By Holiday Matchett
Mark Caputo, resident island beekeeper, has a bee in his bonnet. He is
presently spending the beautiful warm
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Winter Garden Veggies
Editor’s note: Each issue, I ask one
gardener to share his or her expertise in
a particular area. If you’re interested in
passing garden tips to fellow gardeners,
write to editorial@guemestide.org.
—Judith Horton

Fast and Easy Curried Brussels
Sprouts
2 lb. brussels sprouts, cleaned and trimmed
1/2 c. mayonnaise
1/4 tsp. celery seed
2 tbsp. grated Parmesan cheese
1/4 tsp. curry powder
1. Steam sprouts in a large saucepan until
crisp-tender.
2. Blend together the remaining ingredients in a large bowl.
3. Add brussels sprouts, toss, and serve.

ORGANICALLY GROWN
TOMATO PLANTS FOR SALE
It’s finally time!
Many “cool/short season” varieties.
Call or e-mail Becky
770-6037 • riverheart@earthlink.net

Garden Tour
Postponed
Gardeners have been less than
inspired by dismal weather and other
factors, so there will be no island garden
tour in June, according to Becky Stinson,
organizer of last year’s very successful
“Eat Your Yard” garden tour.
However, she and Judith Horton
are willing to organize a tour in midor late-summer if there is enough
interest. Those who might be willing
to open their gardens for visitors in
July or August to help keep this island
tradition alive can contact Becky at
riverheart@earthlink.net or 770-6037
or Judith at islandjude@earthlink.net
or 293-8374 before June 20.

JUDITH HORTON

By Dyvon Havens
I love eating out of my garden yearround. My neighbors just shake their
heads when they see a dark figure, flashlight in hand, crouched over a cabbage
plant on a rainy December evening.
Growing veggies for winter harvest is
easy in the Pacific Northwest. You usually don’t need to water them except at
the beginning of the growing season,
and there are fewer pests and weeds to
deal with at that time of year. I mostly
plant veggies in the cabbage (Brassica)
family because they actually taste better after a light freeze. Many are hardy
enough to survive temperatures in the
high teens and 20s like we had this past
season. They’re also packed with nutrition and easy to grow.
It may seem odd to be planting crops
this early for winter harvest, but June
and July are the best times to seed these
veggies. My favorite are brussels sprouts.
To save space in my summer garden, I
seed them in pots around the middle of
June and transplant them to the garden
a month later. Eight plants provide David and me with sprouts from December to March. There’s an amazing taste

difference between garden-grown
and store-bought brussels sprouts.
Collards and kale are two other veggies that can be seeded in
early July and harvested all winter. There’s a beautiful purple kale
variety that looks great tucked in
the perennial flower garden. And
yes, it actually does taste delicious if you know how to
cook it. Collards are loaded
with calcium. Cabbage can
also be seeded in early July
and harvested in December.
Dyvon holds her kale starts
Be sure to get a winter hardy
(above). She served for 18 years
variety like “Loughton.”
as horticultural educator for the
WSU Skagit County Extension
Chard and spinach are
“iffy” in winter. Plant them service. She directed the Master Gardener program and
developed programs in commercial crop production for
in mid-July and harvest
Skagit farmers. “I had to learn from scratch, but now it’s
them in the fall; then you
my passion,” she said. Dyvon and husband David Slacan harvest again the folbaugh live on eight acres with three cats and two dogs:
lowing spring if the winter
Millie, Molly, Mousy, Maisy, and Moki.
is mild. You can give them
a few degrees of extra protection using a row cover, but I find that to be too much
trouble and just take my chances. In fact, there are many other crops, like broccoli
and cauliflower, that you can grow in winter with extra work. Parsnips and carrots
can also be left in the ground over winter, but if you have standing water or a deep
freeze, you can lose them.
Leeks are a garden staple for some Guemians, but they should be planted in
April. Last year I grew “Winter Density” lettuce in a big tub on my deck. I seeded
it in mid-July was able to pluck leaves for salads until mid-December.
If you’d like recipes for kale and brussels sprouts, send me an e-mail at
david.dyvon@frontier.com. Here’s my favorite way to fix brussels sprouts:

• in memoriam •

Mack Thomson
Pioneering scuba diver, self-taught
engineer, and mini-submarine designer
Mack Thomson died April 9 in an Anacortes care facility. He was 79.
Thomson was born to Henry Ebenezer and Marguerite Thomson of Canada.
A passionate tinkerer and inventor,
he became interested in underwater
work and exploration as a youth. In
the 1950s he created his own dry suit
from plastic baby-mattress covers over
long johns, and invented underwater lighting for taking photographs in
depths below 30 feet. He worked commercially as deep as 330 feet and was
featured in several installments of Don
McCune’s KOMO-TV series Exploration Northwest.
Thomson and his friend Al Trice
dreamed of building a small submarine
with a robotic arm for safer, more lucrative contracts. Working in Vancouver,
B.C., Mack took on the project as chief
engineer, fabricator, and test pilot despite his lack of qualifications for any of
those positions other than his “boundless enthusiasm and intuitive genius.”
He had no formal technological training, research lab, staff, or factory. And

he was up
against the
resources
of Westinghouse,
General
Dynamics,
Lockheed,
and General Mills,
all working
on mini-

sub projects.
Two years later, in 1966, Thomson launched and tested Pisces I in
an ultimately successful, if terrifying,
eight-hour voyage to 1,970 feet in Jervis Inlet. It had been built from a total
of 44 drawings, or “about the number
needed to construct a coat hanger,” an
admiring engineer wryly noted.
Pisces was an immediate sensation.
The project is credited as having
launched a technological renaissance
in British Columbia. In all, ten Pisces
craft were built, all to different custom standards. They went to work all
over the world on cable-laying projects, capping oil wells, even exploring
the Titanic.
Thomson moved to Guemes in
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1974 and closed his firm five years later. He enjoyed working on his home
(equipped with an elevator), flying a
gas balloon with his friend Bob Porter,
and continuous tinkering in his fully
equipped shop.
He suffered a debilitating stroke
in 1999.
At the request of family, no services
were planned. His body was donated to
the University of Washington for medical research and training.

Mack Thomson stands in the con tower of a
mini-submarine, one of his most important
design and engineering projects.

Frances Hyland
Frances Marjorie Hyland, a six-year
resident of Guemes, died May 5 at the
age of 93.
She was born in Iowa to Albert and
Laura Quigley and received a degree
in speech and music from Northwest
Christian University in Eugene, Oregon. She married her college sweetheart, Ansel Hyland, in Walla Walla
on June 30, 1940. They lived in Eugene for 56 years.
Frances was a speech professor at
Northwest Christian University for 27
years. She also served as an adjunct professor of speech at the University of Oregon during World War II.
Frances’s community service included serving as a YMCA director, as
president of two PTAs, and two terms

as president of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.
She received the Zonta “Woman of the
Year” award at one point in her service.
Her primary loves were working
with youth and in the church. She and
Ansel were directors of the Junior High
Sunday School for 30 years. She directed the Christian Youth Fellowship
Conference and was on the board of

the First Christian Church, serving as
deaconess and elder. When she moved
to Guemes she became an active member of the United Church of Christ.
Survivors include daughter Zoanne
Hyland and partner Linda Donato;
son Ansel Q. (Rebecca) Hyland; and
two grandsons and one great-grandson. She was preceded in death by her
husband of 56 years, Ansel, in 1995.
A memorial service was held on
Guemes at the Church on May 14.
Memorials may be made to the
Guemes Island Community Church,
7611 Guemes lsland Road, or the
P.E.O. Foundation, 3700 Grand
Ave., Des Moines, IA 50312. Arrangements were in the care of
Evans Funeral Chapel.
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Looking Back

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society

10 Years Ago
Chester “Chet” Blackinton, the
grandson of Guemes pioneer Lucius
and his native wife Mary Blackinton, died April 4 at the age of 84. Often rowing the channel to participate,
he was an outstanding athlete in four
sports and set a statewide punting record that stood for nearly 70 years.
Later in life the Boeing retiree served
as vice chair and councilman of the
Samish Tribe.
High school junior Jeremy Pyke
named Swimmer of the Year by the
Skagit Valley Herald.
—The Evening Star, June 2001

50 Years Ago
The Guemes ferry Almar was delayed backing into the old state ferry
dock for 20 minutes due to a strong
ebb tide this morning. Tests are underway to determine if adjustments
are needed for the dock as well as the
vessel’s engines.
—Anacortes American, May 4, 1961

Lawrence “Smuggler” Kelly’s cutterrigged sloop, the Katy Thomas, as it was
likely rigged around the turn of the 20th
century. The hull was finally dismantled at
Ship Harbor, Anacortes, in 1981. Parts were
salvaged for posterity by local historian Bill
Mitchell, who has donated a piece of the
bow stem to the Historical Society.

100 Years Ago
Lawrence “Larry” Kelly was recently released from McNeil Island Federal
Penitentiary where he had been imprisoned for smuggling. Waterfront rumors indicate the Guemes and Sinclair
Island resident has been seen passing in
a sailboat.
“During the palmist days of Kelly’s
smuggling career, this and the surrounding islands were the scenes of
many daring escapades, the coves and
secret harbors affording shelter while
customs officers scaled the beaches in
search of him.”
Anacortes and Guemes Island historian Bill
—Anacortes American, May 4, 1911 Mitchell with planking he salvaged from the

WIN ANDERSON

15 Years Ago
Maude Wooten, the last of 14 children of island pioneer Jim and his native wife Louise Cayou Matthews, died
April 3 at the age of 92.
A group of former firefighters gather to say goodbye to the 1955 Ford

pumper, recently replaced by a “new”
1970 model. Attending were Marv
Schoultz, Bob Kager, Phil McCracken, Dean Townsend, Stan Marean,
Jim Nelson, Felix Edmunds, Gene
LeRoy, and Grant Kelley.
—The Evening Star, June 1996

COURTESY ANACORTES HISTORICAL MUSEUM

5 Years Ago
Governor Christine Gregoire signed
a bill that authorizes counties to form
“ferry taxing districts” allowing property taxes of up to 75 cents per $1,000 in
property valuation.
Secret Harbor School, a fixture on
Cypress Island since 1947, will delay
moving for at least a year, officials say.
—The Evening Star, June 2006

Katy Thomas.

