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Pinnacle of Success: Celebrating Guemes Mountain
By Karen Everett

Pride and joy. Those were the 
emotions on the faces of nearly 
100 people who gathered on June 
18 in the barn below the Guemes 
Mountain trailhead, standing in 
for the other hundreds who con-
tributed to the Mountain cam-
paign over the past five years. 

Officially a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to celebrate the open-
ing of the trail built by Skagit 
Land Trust (SLT), the Washing-
ton Trail Association (WTA), and 
many volunteers this past winter and 
spring, unofficially it was a celebration 
for the entire project.

Almost every leader and many 

contributors from inception to com-
pletion were there, a veritable “who’s 
who” of Save the Mountain fundraising 
and trail building. There were refresh-

ments—including two cakes with 
Mountain photos on them—and 
lots of speeches. 

(Full disclosure: I’m not an im-
partial reporter here, having been 
closely involved with the inception 
of saving Guemes Mountain. There 
were a few tears on my part when 
the realization hit that it actually 
happened!)

The speakers started with Mol-
ly Doran, executive director of the 
Skagit Land Trust, who thanked 
those involved in the exploratory 

phase of the project—including Mark 
Linnemann, Joost Businger, Marianne 
Kooiman, and yours truly—all the way 

Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for 
Ferry Dock Projects

From left, Public Works Director Henry Hash, Project Manag-
er Jennifer Swanson, Structural Engineer David Shearer, Bill 
Bailey, Rosie Cayou James, Anacortes Mayor Dean Maxwell, 
David Blackinton, WSDOT Assistant Engineer Harry Haslam, 
Commissioner Ron Wesen, Uriel Ybarra (representing Sena-
tor Patty Murray), State Representative Kris Lytton, Commis-
sioner Sharon Dillon, and Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt cut 
the ribbon at the Anacortes ferry terminal.

(See story on page 5.)

By Edith Walden
At a party June 4 to celebrate the passage of the Guemes 

Island Subarea Plan, Guemes Island Planning Advisory Com-
mittee (GIPAC) members, islanders, and official guests en-
joyed a Saturday afternoon reminiscing about the history of 
the plan, preparing for the plan’s future, eating cake, and lis-
tening to Mike and Susie Gwost perform on guitar and fiddle. 

The plan issues policy recommendations to guide future 
development on Guemes, with the goals of maintaining the 
island’s natural resources and preserving its rural character.

GIPAC member Howard Pellett outlined the 20-year his-
tory of the committee, starting with the passage of the Wash-
ington State Growth Management Act July 1, 1990, which 
established rules for developing local subarea plans. Multiple 
surveys, inventories, and assessments were performed by plan-
ners, academics, and citizens, resulting in a draft of the plan 
in May 2007. After extensive reviews and waiting periods, the 

Party Celebrates Passage of 
Subarea Plan

GIPAC Seeks Nominees for Fall Election 

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 6)
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Our all-volunteer staff is looking for 
a few good people: specifically, writers 
and layout crew.

Wordsmiths: Do you have writing 
experience—especially as a journal-
ist for publication? Can you conduct 
interviews, meet deadlines, and accept 
constructive editing? 

Graphic types: Do you have experi-
ence with computerized page layout? 

If yes to the above, and if you’d like 
to pitch in on this community project, 
we’d love to hear f r o m  y o u .  Your 
commitment could be as small as a few 
hours a month. Contact us at  
editorial@guemestide.org.

—The editors

The Tide Wants You!

Occasionally we hear from read-
ers that we missed someone’s birthday 
or milestone anniversary. Our answer: 
please let us know about it!

In our “Birthdays” box (see page 
25 of this issue), we follow the rough 
guidelines set by Win Anderson in the 
Evening Star :  we list birthdays of is-
landers turning 18 or younger and 70 
or older; and we list wedding anniversa-
ries of 25 years or more that end in  
0 or 5.

If you’d like to make sure we know 
about someone’s upcoming birthday or 
anniversary, please send email to us at 
editorial@guemestide.org by the 15th 
of the month preceding the issue date. 
Thanks for your help! —The editors

Why Didn’t the Tide List 
My Birthday?

No more wet dogs
Dear Guemes Island residents, 
Thank you very much for your sup-

port with our petition asking for shelter 
for pets and their owners at the Ana-
cortes ferry dock. We have a space! The 
rectangular glass building is available for 
pets and their owners. All ferry riders are 
welcome to join us in the “dog house.”

I presented the 350 signatures to the 
County Commissioners two weeks ago. 
They were happy to let me know the 
space was ours. When I received Rachel 
Beck’s letter dated February 25, 2011, 
she did not indicate any provision for 
shelter for pet owners. No provision for 
shelter was the impetus for the petition.

While I collected signatures, one re-
quest that was mentioned more than 
once was that pet owners need to be 
aware of fellow passengers’ comfort. 
Please use common sense concerning 
your pet’s behavior, especially in the 
cabin on the ferry.

May we enjoy the “dog house”! 
—Susie Fox

Plant sale a success
Dear editors,
The Guemes Island Property Own-

ers Association (GIPOA) plant sale on 

May 28 was a great success, rais-
ing over $600 for GIPOA activi-
ties. The GIPOA board thanks Toni 
Schmokel, who did such a wonder-
ful job managing the sale. She col-
lected all the plants, set up for the 
event, and assisted in the cleanup. 
A major thanks to Sally Stapp, Joan 
Petrick, and Judith Horton, who 
donated many plants, and to Den-
nis Palmer, who furnished the lovely 
tomatoes eagerly awaited by many 
islanders. 

Thanks also to Anne Jackets for 
providing the banner for the sale; 
Carol Pellett, who served as cashier; 
and Becky Stinson, Emma and Rob 
Schroder, and everyone else who 
worked as salespersons and helpers 
to make this event such a success! 

Last but not least, thanks to the 
generosity of Guemes Islanders in 
making the sale a great event.

—Howard Pellett, GIPOA president

Pie sale sellout
Dear editors,
The Guemes Church Women’s Fel-

lowship thanks all who donated pies 
and baked goods to the Memorial Day 
sale—especially the Reinhart family.

We sold out of whole pies in 20 
minutes and hope to have lots more 
to sell next year. All of the proceeds 
(over $1,200) go to island needs and 
local causes.

Thank you again.
—Peggy Pair

P.S. Our other source of funds for 
giving is hand-quilting. We need un-
finished quilting projects to keep us off 
the streets!
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Noxious Weeds Threaten Natural Environment
Property Owners Can Be Fined for Scotch Broom

By Edith Walden and 
Marianne Kooiman

Starlings aren’t the only 
European life form to invade 
the New World and make 
pests of themselves. Many 
plants that were deliberately 
or accidentally transplanted 
to this country have found it 
to their liking and have run 
amok, decimating native spe-
cies in their path and endan-
gering aquatic, agricultural, 
and natural environments. 

While some consider any 
plant out of place to be a 
weed, there is an official cat-
egory of “noxious weeds” that 
by law requires attention.

Noxious weeds are more 
than a nuisance. While many 
of them have beautiful fea-
tures or medicinal uses, and 
many are not toxic, they have been de-
termined by the state and county to be 
such an environmental or economic 
threat that they must be destroyed. 

Each year the Washington State 
Noxious Weed Control Board lists 
weeds that must be controlled because 

they are highly destructive, competi-
tive, or difficult to control by cultural or 
chemical practices. Within each coun-
ty, a Weed Control Board selects weeds 
from the state list that require a special 

focus on eradication. 
For 2011, the Skagit County Nox-

ious Weed Control Board designated 
11 such weeds (see page 5). From that 
list, Canada thistle, Queen Anne’s lace 
(also called wild carrot), Scotch broom, 
and tansy ragwort are the most preva-
lent on Guemes. Other noxious weeds 
of importance on Guemes include poi-
son hemlock, wild chervil, and reed ca-
nary grass. Teasel is not (yet) listed on 
the state’s noxious weed list, but it’s a 
target species for our island.

State law requires property own-
ers to control or eradicate listed weeds. 
Though enforcement isn’t common, 
failure to do so could result in a cita-
tion, followed by some serious fines: 
from $250 to $1,000 per day, per par-
cel, per species! In emergency cases, the 
county may eradicate the weeds at the 
owner’s expense. And if you don’t pay, 
you could wind up with a lien on your 
property.

County may need to start  
spraying roadsides

On June 2, Skagit County Nox-
ious Weed Coordinator Bill Rogers and 

Public Works Herbicide Spe-
cialist Randy Nelson visited 
Guemes to survey a spreading 
problem along island roads 
with Scotch broom (Cytisus 
scoparius) and spurge laurel 
(Daphne laureola). Just like 
private property owners, the 
county is required to eradicate 
noxious weeds along county 
road easements.

In 1990 the Guemes Island 
Environmental Trust (GIET) 

conducted an island 
survey that determined 
that a majority of re-
spondents (63 percent, 
or 180 out of 285) were 
willing to manage the 
vegetation along their 
properties. At the re-
quest of GIET, county 
commissioners direct-
ed Public Works to sig-

nificantly cut their use of herbicides for 
roadside maintenance on the island.

This April the commissioners passed 
an integrated pest management plan for 
all county roads and open spaces that 
embraces a shift away from the use of 
herbicides to control vegetation. “We 
just don’t do it as normal maintenance 
on Guemes,” Nelson advises.

Unfortunately, a number of Guemes 
roadsides have not been adequately 
maintained by property owners, re-
sulting in an overgrowth of noxious 
weeds—especially Scotch broom and 
spurge laurel (also called daphne). If 
property owners don’t cooperate in weed 
management, the county’s only recourse 
to eradicate weeds is the targeted use of 
herbicides.

How to control weeds
Members of the Guemes Island 

Weed Brigade (GIWB) have a lot of ex-
perience and success eradicating nox-
ious weeds, including Scotch broom at 
the Peach Preserve (formerly the Demo-
poulos Marsh), purple loosestrife at a 

A young Scotch broom plant gets 
started along Edens Road.

Scotch broom (shown here near the end of 
bloom) is required by law to be eradicated in 
Skagit County.

(continued on page 5)
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By Thea LaCross
Members of the Guemes Island 

Property Owners Association (GIPOA) 
held their annual meeting on June 11 at 
the Community Center. The evening  
included the Guemes Island Citizen of 
the Year Award (see sidebar), board elec-
tion results, and a talk by guest speaker 
Evelyn Adams.

In election results, the 2011-2012 
GIPOA board president is Howard Pel-
lett, Roz Glasser is vice president, Carol 
Pellett is treasurer, and Leota Price is 
secretary. On-island trustees are Connie 
Snell, Sally Stapp, and Rob Schroder. 
Off-island trustees are Bob Groeschell, 
Shelby Platt, and Gil Anderson.

In her talk, Adams—an active mem-
ber and past president of the Anacortes 
group Transitions Fidalgo & Friends 
(www.transitionfidalgo.org) formerly 
known as Skagit Beat the Heat—gave an 
overview of the Transitions movement, 
which began in the U.K. and is adding 
groups across the U.S. The movement’s 
core idea is that communities can come 
together to learn to live more sustainably 
and resiliently, developing the ability to 
live a good life in a post-oil, low-energy 
world. The group sponsors skill-sharing 
workshops, transportation and food/gar-
dening initiatives, and other local pro-
grams. Adams warmly invited Guemes 
residents to participate in any of the ac-
tivities of Fidalgo Transitions & Friends 
and mentioned that they keep the ferry 

GIPOA Meeting 
Features Elections 

and Transitions

schedule in mind when planning eve-
ning events. 

GIPOA is open to all island property 
owners and residents. Its mission state-
ment defines its purpose: “to have open 
discussion and to take concerted action 
on the problems facing all property 

Juby Fouts was named Guemes 
Island Citizen of the Year at GIPOA’s an-
nual meeting on June 11.

Juby, who had been away for 
weeks tending an ailing family member, 
was honored in absentia for her many 
contributions to the welfare of island 
residents. In his award presentation, 
Howard Pellett noted that Juby serves 
as an EMT with the Guemes Island Fire 
Department, is very active with Guemes 
Connects, provides hospice care, and 
works on the staff of The Guemes Tide, in 
addition to cheerfully performing many 
acts of kindness wherever she is.

The award included a donation 
to the charity of her choice, Amnesty 
International.

Juby Fouts Honored as 
Citizen of the Year

Howard Pellett presents Juby Fouts 
with the Citizen of the Year award.

 owners and residents on Guemes Is-
land.” To join, a person needs to be over 
18, and a property owner or resident (6 
months per year) of Guemes Island. Reg-
ular meetings are bimonthly—check the 
Tide calendar or www.linetime.org for 
dates and times. 

On June 2 a county survey crew 
marked the proposed new right of way 
(look for the pink flags) where South 
Shore Road will be moved inland near 
Cayou Creek. If the permitting process 
goes smoothly, work will begin this fall, 
according to Torey Nelson of Skagit 
County Public Works.

Property owner Win Anderson 
told the Tide he is satisfied with the 
location and is not losing any land 
in the process. He has requested that 
pavement be removed from any unused 
portions of the road after construction.

Long-term plans for the road may 
require relocating the crossing at Cayou 
Creek. Anderson has requested that 
a wildlife crossing be included in the 
relocation designs. 

South Shore Road  
to Move Inland

County technicians Torey Nelson and  
Calvin Boland review the right of way.
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Seaway Hollow 
pond, and tea-
sel along Muri-
el Lane. GIWB 
is also facing a 
new challenge of 
Canada thistle 
sprouting in the 
disturbed soil 
along the new 

trail up Guemes 
Mountain.

GIWB—a 
group of island 

residents with affiliations to GIET, the 
Guemes Island Property Owners Asso-
ciation, and the Skagit County Master 
Gardeners—was organized in 2000 to 
monitor the roads and address specific 
problems, such as Scotch broom, tansy 
ragwort, and thistles.

All the expertise on the island can’t 
mitigate the fact that the best way to 
control weeds is through sweat equi-
ty. The first defense is to be sure weeds 
don’t go to seed. If mowing is possible, 
weeds can be discouraged and con-
trolled, though not always eradicated. 
And some weeds are susceptible to bio-
logical controls, using known parasites 
or predators. But the most successful 

remedy—short of resorting to the tar-
geted use of herbicide, which there are 
many arguments against—is to remove 
the plants by their roots.

To borrow a weed wrench (the best 
way to remove the sturdy taproots of 
Scotch broom, spurge laurel, or teasel), 
to ask for advice, or to join GIWB, con-
tact Marianne Kooiman at 293-5815 or 
eyrie@cnw.com. You can also contact 
Bill Rogers at williamr@co.skagit.wa.us 
or 336-9430 for advice. 

Scotch broom and spurge laurel 
eradication tips

Scotch broom was introduced by 
early settlers as an ornamental and later 
used widely by the state highway de-
partment for erosion control. Studies in 
Europe indicate it can be toxic to live-
stock, and it can form extensive pure 
stands, crowding out native vegetation. 
Pulling plants out, roots and all, can be 
done any time of the year, but if one 
needs to cut larger shrubs, the preferred 
time is after the plants have gone to 
seed (but before the seeds drop) in July 
or August. Plants are most vulnerable 
after they have exhausted their energy 
producing seed. 

Spurge laurel was introduced to the 

This year Skagit County is focusing 
on the following 11 weeds that require 
eradication. Not all of these are prob-
lems on Guemes.

Smooth cordgrass
Scotch broom
Queen Anne’s lace/wild carrot
Common fennel
Common cordgrass
Giant knotweed 
Japanese knotweed 
Tansy ragwort 
Hoary cress 
Scentless mayweed 
Canada thistle 

For the complete state list of 
noxious weeds, see the Department 
Directory at www.skagitcounty.net and 
select the Noxious Weed Department.

The Noxious Eleven

United States as an ornamental. It can 
replace native understory plants in for-
ested areas, and reproduces by seed and 
by sprouting from lateral roots. All parts 
of the plant are toxic to humans, dogs, 
and cats. The sap can cause severe skin 
and eye irritation, so be sure to use pro-
tective clothing when removing these 
plants. 

Noxious Weeds
(continued from page 3)

Spurge laurel is 
another noxious 
weed growing out of 
control on the island.

Ceremony Honors Completion of Ferry Projects
By Edith Walden

A crowd of dignitaries and a handful 
of islanders gathered June 7 at the Ana-
cortes terminal to mark the completion 
of the Guemes Island ferry-dock reha-
bilitation and repair projects, which fin-
ished early and under budget.

The combined project replaced 10 
pre-stressed concrete bridge girders and 
the bridge bearings, installed a new 
bridge and pedestrian railing, and re-
paved the bridge deck at the Anacortes 
terminal. At the Guemes landing, the 
project installed new steel bridge girders 
and a cast-in-place concrete bridge deck, 
reconstructed the bridge cap beam, re-
placed the bridge bearings, and installed 
new bridge and pedestrian railings. 

Ferry Manager Rachel Beck led the 
ceremonies, introducing and thanking 
those who had worked on the project. 

Skagit County Commissioners Ron 
Wesen, Sharon Dillon, and Ken Dahl-
stedt each spoke briefly. Wesen noted 
that the project had brought over three 
million dollars to the area and employed 
approximately 250 people; Dillon 
praised the good communication that 
prevailed throughout the project; and 
Dahlstedt commended the federal part-
ners on the project.

Ferry Committee Chairman Glen 
Veal thanked Beck and participants for 
the success of the project, on behalf of 
islanders.

Commissioner Wesen introduced is-
lander Rosie Cayou James of the Samish 
tribe, whose grandfather was born on 
Guemes. She spoke about times when 
the Samish traveled the local waters in 
canoes, taking the same journey the fer-
ry takes. Along with islander Tsul-ton 

(Bill Bailey) of Upper Skagit and Samish 
descent, and her cousin David Blackin-
ton, a descendant of the Guemes Island 
Samish, she presented a special journey 
song to honor the many water-crossings 
of people, both then and now.

Commissioner Dillon then chris-
tened the railing of the new bridge with 
a bottle of champagne, dignitaries cut 
the ribbon, and guests enjoyed refresh-
ments, celebrating a happy ending. 

Bill Bailey, Rosie Cayou James, and David 
Blackinton offer a journey song in honor of 
the ferry project and ferry riders.
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Skagit County Board of Commissioners 
adopted the plan this past January 18.

Pellett thanked everyone who had 
contributed to the success of GIPAC 
(see the complete list of members over 
the years on page 7) and singled out 
Marianne Kooiman and Joost Busing-
er “for their dogged determination to 
engage in the day-to-day dealings with 
the county, which resulted in the plan’s 
adoption.”

GIPAC members highlighted policy 
recommendations in each of five catego-
ries: land use, natural resource conser-
vation, environment, shorelines, and 
transportation. Over the next few issues, 
the Tide will detail the recommenda-
tions for each category. See page 7 for 
land-use recommendations.

Skagit County Planning Commis-

through to the board members 
of the Skagit Land Trust and 
San Juan Preservation Trust, as 
well as the dozens of volunteers 
from the Washington Trails As-
sociation.

Dolan then introduced 
Mark Linnemann, fellow spear-
header for the project, and 
now a Skagit Land Trust board 
member. He thanked the doz-
ens of people who’ve made this 
possible, including Paul Beau-
det, David Wertheimer, Rick 
Machin, and Carl and Ann 
Cady, all members of the origi-
nal steering committee. Machin 
was also singled out for having 
been at almost every trail work party. 
Businger, Kooiman, and Carolyn and 
Ed Gastellum were introduced as the 
land stewards for the Mountain and the 
new trail.

Pete Dewell, head trail boss for the 
Washington Trail Association, said he 
was amazed at “the amount of enthu-
siasm. . . . I’ve never seen it before.” 
Dewell presented the WTA’s green hard 
hat to islander Bob Matchett, in honor 

of his participation in more than five 
work parties. (Islanders Sally Stapp and 

Ian Woofenden 
were at most 
work parties as 
well.)

Michael 
Kirschenbaum, 
SLT’s stew-
ardship direc-

tor, gave special 
thanks to the 
Anacortes Parks 
Department for 
providing the 
motorized wheelbarrow for moving the 
gravel up-trail, and to Anderson’s Store 
and the Bikespot for their contributions 
(bikes donated by the Land Trust will be 
available for check-out at the Store). The 
gravel pullout, one of the last items on 

Mountain Celebration
(continued from front page)

Planning Committee
(continued from front page)

the checklist, was made possible by do-
nations from Deb Bear and Dave Wolf 
(gravel) and Adam Mimnaugh (excava-
tion and related work).

He also thanked the Boeing Com-
munity Foundation for a $50,000 grant 
to the SLT, part of which enabled them 
to hire the experts at WTA. 

WTA led 20 work parties. Skagit 
Land Trust will now continue steward-

ing and finalizing the trail with-
out WTA, and tipped their hat 
to them for the great partnership 
that built the trail. 

Kirschenbaum also gave the 
nod to islander Andy Gladish, 
who is building a wrought-iron 
customized bike rack, and to the 
generous anonymous land owner 
who donated the land easement 
for most of the trail and use of 
the barn. 

After having a bite of cake 
with my son Ryan, we decided to 
take the inaugural hike to the top 

and fell in step with Rick Machin. It 
seemed like a fitting end to a project 
that started nearly five years ago with a 
property that was for sale . . . and now 
is forever saved, for Guemes and for our 
children. 

sioner Carol Ehlers, who represents 
Guemes Island on the planning com-
mission, has been a longtime support-
er of the Guemes plan, holding it up as 
an example for other localities to fol-
low. She cautioned that “a plan is only 
as good as what you do with it” and 
outlined upcoming issues that will need 
vigilant attention. Kooiman later noted 
about Ehlers, “I don’t think the plan 
would have been adopted at this time 
without her help.” Skagit County Plan-
ning Director Gary Christensen noted 
that “planning is a process which really 
never ends.” Commissioner Ron Wesen, 
who was commended by GIPAC for be-
ing understanding and supportive of the 
process, encouraged islanders, saying, 
“You need to be persistent.”

A copy of the final plan is avail-
able at the Guemes Island Library or on 

LineTime at www.linetime.info 
/GuemesSubareaPlanFinal.pdf.

Seven GIPAC members retire
After the long haul of ushering the 

plan through its adoption, seven of the 
nine GIPAC members announced their 
retirement. Al Bush Jr. and Howard Pel-
lett will continue to serve on the new, 
permanent, and smaller GIPAC to help 
preserve the group’s history when it 
forms in the fall.

Five new members will be elected by 
islanders to monitor the plan’s imple-
mentation and to communicate between 
islanders and government agencies. If 
you’re interested in serving on the com-
mittee, contact Howard Pellett at 293-
8128 or howardp71@gmail.com, or  
Allen Bush Jr. at bushman@mail.com or 
293-7439. 

A crowd packs the barn for 
trail-opening ceremonies.

Bob Matchett looks for 
another trail to build.
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10% Rural Resource-Natural Resource 
lands (RRc-NRL) 

76%The Rural Reserve (RRv) 

14% The Rural Intermediate (RI)

<1% Commercial (C)

Land Use Policy in the Subarea Plan
How well do you know your island? Here’s a 

brief quiz.
How many acres does it contain? How many 

parcels? What’s the maximum number of homes 
that can be built under current zoning require-
ments?*

The land use section of the Guemes Island 
Subarea Plan contains policy recommendations about the island’s future, and 
also some fascinating statistics about Guemes. Al Bush Jr. presented some of the 
latter at the plan’s celebration party; here are a few highlights: 
•	 Only 50 percent of landowners live on-island.
•	 As of May 2005, Guemes Island comprised approximately 0.5 percent of 

Skagit County’s total land area and approximately 1 percent of the county’s total 
population.
•	 Guemes has three major zones that cover more than 99 percent of the island’s 

total land area: Rural Resource and Natural Resource land that allows one dwell-
ing per 40 acres; Rural Reserve land that allows one dwelling per 10 acres; and 
Rural Intermediate land that allows one dwelling per 2.5 acres (see adjoining 
map).

Land-use policy recommendations in the subarea plan focus on education to 
encourage use of the county’s open-space taxation program, the use of conserva-
tion easements, and the transfer of development rights. Further education is en-
couraged about the functions and hazards associated with critical areas—those 
that lie within 200 feet of the shoreline, wetlands, aquifer recharge areas, flood 
and geological hazard areas, and fish and wildlife conservation areas.

Other recommendations and requirements:
•	Protection of the rural character of the island should be ensured by careful 

evaluation of any proposed changes for rural area designations.
•	No density bonus for clustered development shall be granted unless it is 

served by a public water system that uses seawater.
•	Applications for single-family residential building permits shall comply with 

county site-assessment requirements.
•	Accessory dwelling units should be prohibited in areas where there is seawater 

intrusion (25 ppm or more of chlorides).
•	Residential building permits should be limited to 20 per year.
•	Building height and setback requirements should be amended.
•	A solution that prevents younger low-income families from being taxed out 

of living on the island should be explored.
   *5,136 acres; 1,532 parcels with 627 homes (as of May 2005); theoretically, 

957 more homes could be built, totaling 1,584 homes.  

Input Meeting for the 
Future of Shorelines
On July 13 Skagit County will host 

a public meeting in Anacortes to be-
gin the process of updating the coun-
ty’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP) 
by discussing the public’s vision for the 
future of the county’s shorelines. The 
meeting will be from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
Council Chambers at Anacortes City 
Hall at 6th Street and Q Avenue. 

“We look forward to getting some 
early input from interested citizens. 
Their thoughts and knowledge are im-
portant to the update process,” said Bet-
sy Stevenson, the county’s senior plan-
ner and project manager for the update 
process. “The plan will ultimately de-
cide what happens on the shorelines for 
years to come. Before we consider land 
use changes or propose specific develop-
ment regulations, we want to hear from 
the community—what should Skagit 
County’s shorelines be like in the fu-
ture?”

The SMP consists of rules and plan-
ning practices developed by local gov-
ernments to guide the development of 
stream, lake, and marine shorelines in 
accordance with the Washington State 
Shoreline Management Act.  

See www.skagitcounty.net/SMP to 
learn more, or contact Betsy Stevenson 
at betsyds@co.skagit.wa.us or 336-9410 
ext. 5879. 

Win Anderson
Max Benjamin
Al Bush
Al Bush Jr.
Joost Businger
Earl Cahail
Gary Curtis
Victor Garcia
Roz Glasser
Dick Hein
Bob Henderson
Tess Hoffman
Marianne Kooiman

Richard Longstreet
Byron Matthews
Willie McWatters
Jim O’Neil
Steve Orsini
Lane Parks
Howard Pellett
Tim Rosenhan
Fred Sievers
Matt Simons
Connie Snell
Glen Veal
Zobra Wambleska

Thanks to Many
Over the 20-year history 

of the Guemes Island Planning 
Advisory Committee, many people 
contributed their time and talents 
by serving on the committee to 
draft the subarea plan. The Guemes 
Island community owes them a 
debt of gratitude for their persistent 
hard work. Say thanks the next time 
you meet one of them.
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Kirsten Rogers, daughter of Dave 
and Duanne Rogers, received her doc-
tor of medicine degree from Creighton 
University School of Medicine on May 
14. She will pursue her residency train-
ing in emergency medicine at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico School of Medi-
cine in Albuquerque.

Kirsten Rogers Is a 
Doctor

Rumi Kai, Mark, and Kelly Linnemann welcomed 
Teo Timothy Linnemann into the world at 9:58 p.m. 
on May 25. He weighed 6 pounds, 1 ounce and mea-
sured 18.25 inches. Mark is a member of the Com-
munity Council and the Linnemanns own and op-
erate the Guemes Island Resort. Perhaps Teo will be 
helping out soon with both pursuits.

Welcome, Teo Timothy

Iberian Getaway

The Community Center and adja-
cent sidewalk will overflow with local 
crafts on Saturday, September 3, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. when the annual Fall 
Festival is held. During the fundraiser 
for the Guemes Church Women’s Fel-
lowship, local artists and artisans will 
display and sell their products, includ-
ing ceramics, jewelry, note cards, wood, 
iron crafts, and more. Coffee and a se-
lection of baked goods will also be avail-
able.  

Persons wishing to participate 
should contact Peggy Pair at 293-5022 
or Terre Scappini at 293-0271. A table 
inside the hall rents for $25; an outdoor 
space is $10 (you provide your own ta-
ble). Early registration is recommended 
as space is limited. Proceeds from table 
rentals and the bake sale will be con-
tributed to the Betty Crookes Guemes 
Gold Scholarship Fund.

Calling All Artisans
Fall Festival Held September 3

The life and times of Lawrence Kel-
ly, so-called King of the Smugglers, will 
be the subject for discussion at the July 
11 meeting of the Guemes Island His-
torical Society (GIHS) at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Church. Also on the agenda will be 
thoughts and suggestions for pursuing a 
permanent home for the society and its 
collections. GIHS has nearly outgrown 
its much-appreciated closet on loan 
from the Church council.

On August 8 Judy Hakins, curator 
of collections at the Anacortes Museum, 
will help GIHS set up its files to match 
those of the museum. Former Brado 
Store owner Mary Brado is a possible al-
ternate for that evening. Mary ran the 
store on the Brado family compound 
on North Beach for five years starting in 
1963. Many islanders fondly remember 
her and children Debbie, Kirk, Jill, and 
the late Dean. 

Anyone interested in receiving email 
reminders may contact Bob Anderson at 
earthspiritcircle@earthlink.net.

GIHS Meetings

Nick Allison and Nancy Fox celebrated their 
25th anniversary early in Portugal. Here 
they enjoy the sunshine in the resort town 
of Cascais, about 20 miles outside Lisbon.

Despite our exceptionally soggy spring, things will al-
most certainly get very dry by mid-July, as usual. So keep 
your eyes peeled for notice of an outdoor burning ban.

When it is imposed, you’ll find notifications on signs 
by the Anacortes-side ferry dock and near Anderson’s 
Store, as well as on LineTime (www.linetime.org) and the Guemes Island Fire De-
partment’s website (www.guemesfire.org). Last year it was imposed on July 13.

The ban typically applies to all outdoor burning except for small, enclosed recre-
ational fires burning charcoal or firewood. Recreational fires must be attended at all 
times, have a source of water (ten gallons or more) at the site, and be 25 feet away 
from standing timber, with no overhanging branches lower than 15 feet. 

The ban is usually lifted in the fall, following rains that raise the moisture con-
tent of natural fuels.

Watch for a Burn Ban

Come to a community meeting 
Wednesday, July 28 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Community Center to meet with 
Skagit County commissioners and 
county staff. This is an opportunity to 
ask questions and share ideas with your 
representatives.

Meet With County
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The Tide was only partially incorrect 
in May when we announced a summer 
hiatus for the Soup Supper programs 
held each Tuesday evening at 6 p.m. at 
the Church. There will be no programs in 
August. Here’s what’s planned for July:

July 5: Bob Anderson presents the 
history of 4th of July celebrations on 
Guemes Island.

July 12: Retired engineer Eric 
Shen presents “A Tale of Two Futures” 
and discusses possible outcomes for the 
community and the globe depending on 
energy-use choices.

July 19: A video of the making of 
Paul Simon’s “Graceland” album will be 
shown.

July 26: To be announced (see www.
linetime.org).

Soup Supper Takes 
August Off

Math and Science Fun
Don’t forget to take children ages 2–9 to the Library and Hall July 5–8 for fun 

math and science activities. From 10 a.m. to noon retired educators Kathy Finks 
and Holiday Matchett, along with retired children’s librarian Carol Harma, will 
lead exciting adventures and activities for kids. To register, contact Kathy Finks at 
588-9192 or kfin@earthlink.com.

Drop by the Church from 8:30 to 
10 a.m. Saturday, July 2, and enjoy a 
breakfast of pancakes, sausage, coffee, 
and orange juice prepared by members 
of the Men’s Breakfast group. The fun-
draiser is a memorial in honor of Kick 
Weigel, who served for many years as 
the head pancake maker for the break-
fasts. Weigel died in February. Dona-
tions for the meal will fund improve-
ments to the Church kitchen, which 
also serves as the island’s emergency 
shelter kitchen.

The Men’s Breakfast meets the third 
Wednesday of every month at 8 a.m. for 
breakfast and a presentation. On July 
20, Fred Sievers will talk about his re-
cent trip to Portugal. Women are wel-
come to attend the presentations fol-
lowing the meal.

Men’s Breakfast 
Pancake Fundraiser

The ongoing Guemes Island Chamber Music Series will present a concert on 
Sunday, July 3, at 4 p.m. at the Community Center. The popular event is organized 
by part-time islander and professional violist Karie Prescott with the help of the ex-
tended Prescott family. Also performing will be violinists Brittany Boulding and 
Cecilia Archuleta and cellist Page Smith, all professional musicians from Seattle. Is-
landers Malia and Blake Prescott will also perform.

Music selections by Bach, Ysaÿe, and Tchaikovsky will be featured in addition to 
Americana music. Tickets are $20 and may be purchased in advance at Anderson’s 
General Store or at the door the day of the concert.

Chamber Music Series Returns

Professional dog trainer Debbie Exley of Smarter Than 
Your Dog! will offer a basic obedience-training course for 
dogs of any size and their owners beginning June 30. The 
six-week course will meet every Thursday night from 6 
to 7 p.m. in the gardens of two Guemes Island residents. 
(If you’ve already missed the first class, it’s not too late to 
register and take a make-up class.)

The course will teach dogs (and maybe their owners) 
basic commands—sit, down, stay, come, and leave it—
in addition to training dogs to walk on a loose leash and 
preparing them for the American Kennel Club Canine 
Good Citizenship certification. Cost for the course is 
$120 and includes dog treats and a treat bag. To register, 
call Exley at 421-5968.

The spring course for small dogs was a popular suc-
cess. Several graduates from that course will be demonstrating their skills in the 
doggie drill team that will march in the 4th of July parade this year. Practice ses-
sions show promise of a real crowd pleaser—don’t miss them!

New Dog Training Class Begins

Family Park Day is on for the sum-
mer, meeting every Wednesday from 
2:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Pavilion at 
Schoolhouse Park. This informal group 
is for all ages—from babies to teenag-
ers. Kids younger than nine should ar-
rive with an adult or teen, unless arrange-
ments have been made with an attending 
adult. Occasional trips to various local 
island beaches or Guemes Mountain will 
be planned around the weather and will be announced via email. Bring a snack, 
water, and your favorite outside toys or sporting equipment. Participate in soccer 
games and other sports, art projects, and science activities, like the launching of the 
amazing solar balloon. 

Call Stella Spring at 588-1588 with any questions, or to be added to the email 
list for weekly updates. 

Summer Family Park Day Begins

Dyvon Havens rewards 
Maizy for good behavior.

Bob Prescott, Kit Harma, Justin James, and 
Fred Sievers practice making pancakes.
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Beck and Swanson Discuss Careers and Dock Project
By Judith Horton

Those of us fortunate 
enough to attend the June 7 
Soup Supper were treated to 
more than lists of facts and fig-
ures about the recently com-
pleted dock rehabilitation proj-
ect. During the presentation by 
Rachel Beck, ferry operations 
manager, and Jennifer Swan-
son, project manager for Pub-
lic Works, we were allowed to 
catch a glimpse into the lives of 
these two remarkable women 
and the circumstances that led 
each of them into fields that are 
commonly dominated by men.

This took some gentle prod-
ding from emcee Kit Harma, 
who asked them to share some 
of their personal background as 
well as what it’s like to have such 
prominent positions in what are often 
considered “unlikely career tracks” for 
women.

Swanson started by saying: “Okay, 
but I hate speaking in public. You may 
have noticed that Rachel did all the talk-
ing at the ribbon-cutting ceremony to-
day!” She went on to share that she is 
the fifth generation on the family farm 
in Skagit Valley, and that previously she 
worked for a canning company in Burl-
ington for 24 years. “Luckily for me the 
company shut down,” she recounted, 
“and I enrolled in a two-year course in 
civil engineering and survey at Belling-
ham Technical College.”

As part of this program, Swanson 
landed an internship with Skagit Coun-

ty in 2001. She said, “I had a wonder-
ful boss . . . and she mentored me.” 
She’s been with the county ever since, 
and three years ago was promoted to 
project manager.

“Does that mean you get blamed 
for everything that goes wrong?” asked 
Harma.

“Everything!” Swanson replied with 
a laugh. “The buck stops here.”

Beck added, “She’s the one we called 
20 times a day during this project.”

In talking about her life, Beck jok-
ingly told the audience that her career 
came about because she was “at the 
wrong place at the wrong time,” add-
ing that after high school “I just wasn’t 
ready to sit through more school. I 
wanted an exciting job where I could 
travel.” So at 19 she started working 

on a passenger boat to Alaska, 
doing everything from baking 
pastries to cleaning heads. The 
captain was an “older guy from 
the Coast Guard, and I used to 
take him his coffee and pastries 
up to the wheelhouse. After a 
while he took a liking to me 
and really encouraged me. I re-
member he told me, ‘You can 
do this too.’

“I was very fortunate,” she 
added, because “he taught me to 
have the right attitude and to do 
things the right way.”

Beck has been employed 
in the maritime industry ever 
since, spending the next 13 

summers in Alaska, often gone 
seven months during the year. 
When a Guemes ferry position 

became available, her boyfriend had 
been seriously urging her to think 
about settling down. So she applied, 
and the rest is history.

Beck and Swanson then presented a 
slide show and talked about the details 
of the project.
•	Over 40,000 passengers crossed on 

the Mystic Sea.
•	The project was in competition with 

the 520 bridge in Seattle when the ini-
tial funding was awarded in 2008.
•	The pilings for the temporary dock 

cannot be removed until the next “fish 
window” in January 2012.
•	The new concrete girders were so big 

that only one could be carried on a semi 
at a time, and it took a whole day to get 
enough counterweight on the crane so 
it wouldn’t tip over while lowering them 
into place.
•	Razz Construction had no nonwork-

ing days from March 28 to May 21. 
Due to grant regulations, no incentive 
bonus could be awarded.
•	Just about everything removed dur-

ing the project has been recycled or re-
used, including the concrete and rebar.

In closing, both Beck and Swan-
son credited the many contractors they 
worked with over the two-month peri-
od: “They all made it happen.” 

 Olson  
 Design 
  Works 

 

www.olsondesignworks.netwww.olsondesignworks.netwww.olsondesignworks.net   
(360) 588-9090 

   

Remodels Remodels Remodels    Painting Painting Painting    DesignDesignDesign   
 

Website Launched! 

#OLSONDW891K6 

Ferry Manager Rachel Beck and Project Manager Jennifer 
Swanson share a glimpse of their careers in addition to ferry-
project details.
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Looking Back (Fondly?) on the Outage
By Nick Allison

With the car-ferry outage over but not 
forgotten, the Tide asked Ferry Manager 
Rachel Beck and Monte Hughes, cap-
tain of the Mystic Sea, to reflect on the 
experience for posterity. Here are a few 
of their answers.

When asked about strange stuff the 
Mystic Sea hauled, Hughes responded, 
“The weirdest cargo was when a gillnet 
fisherman who lives on Guemes showed 
up with a complete truckload of gear 
for the gillnet season—corks, lines, 
nets, and other equipment. We got it all 
in two or three trips.

“We hauled over 1 million pounds 
of cargo,” he added. “Way over—we 
quit counting at a million.”

Not all that cargo was inanimate, ei-

ther, he pointed out: the boat transport-
ed nearly 5,000 dogs. (When pressed, 
he acknowledged that at least a dozen 
pooped on the carpet in the back pas-
senger area. The carpet has since been 
replaced.)

What about wear and tear on the 
boat? “In two months we put as many 
hours on the Mystic Sea as we do in 
a six-month whale-watching season,” 
commented Hughes. “We made 32 to 
36 trips a day, with a lot of starting and 
stopping.” As he spoke to the Tide by 
cell phone, Monte was busy replacing 
the boat’s generator.

Although it’s been widely acknowl-
edged that Beck and the rest of the team 
did an excellent job planning for the 
outage, there had to have been a few 
surprises. Beck, ever the diplomat, re-
sponded that the biggest surprise was 
“how much the islanders enjoyed the 
passenger-only service. . . . For months 
prior, it was always referred to as the 
‘dreaded ferry shutdown.’ We received 
more compliments than complaints!”

But she also added that she was “sur-

prised that Monte’s fun-meter lasted 
two whole months.”

Is she sorry it’s over? “There is a cer-
tain nostalgia about the Mystic Sea expe-
rience,” she said. “It was fun! However, 
for me personally, the best day of the 
whole project was the day the car ferry 
came back on line.” 

Guemes schoolchildren—along with their 
bus driver, the boat’s crew, and all the pas-
sengers—got an applesauce donut treat 
on the final Monday run of the Mystic Sea 
during the outage. The treats were com-
pliments of Elaine Anderson of Anderson’s 
Store and Phil Burton of Burton Jewelers 
in Anacortes.

The return of Pat Reinholt to Guemes Island 
was one of the pleasant surprises resulting 
from the dock replacement project this 
spring. Reinholt, a third-generation islander 
and master building contractor, had moved 
to Kitsap County a few years ago. His all-
around experience made him a valuable 
addition to the Razz Construction team.

  






















More Runs Added for Summer Sunday Ferry
By Judith Horton

The Guemes Island Ferry Commit-
tee (FC) met twice in June with Pub-
lic Works staff to discuss options for 
dealing with long lines on Sundays and 
avoiding the possibility of overloads on 
the last ferry at 8 p.m. At the second 
meeting on June 23, Ferry Operations 
Manager Rachel Beck presented the 
new schedule (see insert in this issue), 
which incorporates more runs on Sun-

day. This new summer schedule went 
into effect July 1. The FC expressed sat-
isfaction with their participation in the 
discussion and appreciation for Beck’s 
cooperation and the extra work it will 
take to implement the changes.

At the same meeting, Beck also ad-
dressed another question posed by the 
FC regarding the recent staffing of a 
fourth crew member. She explained this 
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By Holiday Matchett
Thanks to lots of votes from 

Guemes Islanders, Summit As-
sistance Dogs won a Toyota 
Prius in a national contest June 
5. Toyota Corporation is giving 
away 100 Prius cars over 100 
days (May 9 through August 
16) to 100 nonprofit groups, 
out of a pool of 500. Each day, 
supporters vote for one of five 
nominees.

According to Erik Mann, an 
employee of Summit Assistance 
Dogs, Toyota Corporation con-
tacted their group after seeing one of 
Summit’s online postings and suggested 
that they apply for the contest. Summit 
made the cut of 500 groups from 5,000 
applications.

During the 18 hours of online vot-

Summit Assistance Dogs Wins Car in Nationwide Contest

ing on June 5, Summit received 46 per-
cent of the votes, vying against Habitat 
for Humanity in Honolulu; Texas Tree 
Foundation; St. Bernard Battered Wom-
en’s Program in Lousiana; and KidSens-
es Children’s Interactive Museum in 

You can now order frequent-us-
er punch cards for the Guemes Island 
ferry by phone with a credit card, or 
by mail with a check or money order. 

Buy Ferry Frequent-User Cards by Phone or Mail
To mail an order, use the order form 
at www.skagitcounty.net/ferry and 
mail it to Public Works at the address 
listed on the form. To order with a 

credit card by phone, call 336-9400 
during business hours and place 
your order with the receptionist.  
Allow 7 to 10 business days to re-
ceive your punch card(s) in the mail.

For more information, contact 
Ferry Operations Division Manager 
Rachel Beck at (360) 419-7618 or at 
rachelbeck@co.skagit.wa.us. 

Drew and therapy dog Feather

North Carolina. “Guemes sup-
port was great—probably more 
supporters per capita than any-
where else,” Mann stated grate-
fully. 

Summit had its beginning 
on Guemes 11 years ago and 
has since relocated to Ana-
cortes. Summit Assistance Dogs 
provides highly skilled mobil-
ity, hearing, and professional 
therapy dogs for people living 
with disabilities. Staff travel 240 
miles each week for dog-training 

programs at the Monroe Correctional 
Complex and 100 miles a week for out-
reach and to rescue dogs. They have res-
cued more than 200 dogs from shelters.

The group estimates the new Prius 
will save over $5,000 in employee mile-
age reimbursements per year. 

Public Ferry  
Forum Meets

The second Public Ferry Forum 
for the year will convene Wednesday, 
August 17 at 6 p.m. at the Community 
Center. Come meet with Skagit County 
Commissioner Ron Wesen, Public Works 
Director Henry Hash, Ferry Manager 
Rachel Beck, and Public Works staff.
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Sunday Ferry Run Changes
(continued from page 11)
is still necessary between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. during the summer because of 
greater ticket-sale demands. Without a 
fourth crew remaining at the office to 
sell tickets it would not be possible to 
stay on schedule, which is the priority.

Solutions to modernize ticket sales 
are being developed that will include a 
ticket machine located in the waiting 
room capable of selling all the types of 
tickets and passes, and possibly other 
electronic ticketing methods.

At the quarterly public meeting 
on June 26 (as the Tide was going to 
press), the FC passed out copies of the 
new summer Sunday schedule and gave 
further updates on ferry-related issues. 
These included: Skagit Transit ser-
vice at the Anacortes terminal; rid-
ership survey status; cost-contain-
ment measures; the fare recovery 
model; and other topics related to 
the Public Forum Work Plan. The 
upcoming Public Ferry Forum on 
August 17 at 6 p.m. at the Community 
Center was announced. 

Fares 

effective June 1, 2011 

 

Peak 

Passenger 

May 20—Sept 10 

Adult 

$3.50 

Youth (6-17 yrs) / Senior (65+) / Disabled 

$2.00 

Age 5 & under 

Free 

Adult & Bicycle 

$4.50 

Youth (6-17 yrs) / Senior (65+) / Disabled with Bike 

$3.00 

Passenger Punch Card (valid for one year from purchase date) 

25-trip Adult 

$53.00 

25-trip Youth (6-17 yrs) / Senior (65+) / Disabled 

$32.00 

Vehicle 
Motorcycle (including Rider) 

$7.00 

Motorcycle with Senior (65+) / Disabled Rider 

$6.00 

Vehicle & Driver (under 20 ft including overhang) 

$10.00 

Vehicle & Senior / Disabled Driver (under 20 ft) 

$9.00 

Vehicle Punch Card (valid for 90 days from purchase date) 

20-trip Vehicle (under 20 ft) & Driver 

$136.00 

20-trip Vehicle (under 20 ft) & Senior (65+) / Disabled Driver 
$119.00  

20-trip Motorcycle & Rider 

$85.00 

20-trip Motorcycle & Senior (65+) / Disabled Driver 

$68.00 

Oversize Vehicles and Vehicles with Trailers (including Driver) 

Vehicle over 20 ft to less than 25 ft 

$14.00 

Vehicle 25 ft to less than 30 ft 

$20.00 

Vehicle 30 ft to less than 35 ft 

$26.00 

Vehicle 35 ft to less than 40 ft 

$34.00 

Vehicle 40 ft to less than 45 ft 

$43.00 

Vehicle 45 ft to less than 50 ft 

$53.00 

Vehicle 50 ft to less than 55 ft 

$64.00 

Vehicle 55 ft to less than 60 ft 

$75.00 

Vehicle 60 ft to less than 65 ft 

$89.00 

Each 5 ft increment over 65 ft 

$5.00 

Over width charge (over 8 ft, 6 in) 

Double Length Charge 

Miscellaneous Extended run (one run at end of day) 

$100.00 plus fare 

Guemes Special (crew call out) 

$450.00 plus fare 

Charter Rate (3 hour minimum) 

$1,000.00 plus fare 

$ per hour, each additional hour 

$325.00 

Sailing Schedule 

effective July 1, 2011 

* Wednesday 9:15 am to Guemes and 2:00 pm from Guemes are hazardous materials runs only. 

No other passengers or vehicles may travel on these runs. 

 

Ferry may make one (1) extra trip when overloaded at 11:15am.  No extra trips at 6:30pm or 4:45pm. 

For one (1) extra trip on the 8:00 pm, 8:30 pm, or 11:00 pm, the fare will be $100.00,  

regardless of how many vehicles are in line.  This fare may be split by all who wish to travel. 

 

When New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, or Christmas falls on a  

Sunday through Thursday, service will be provided on the Saturday schedule, ending at 10 pm. 

 

Schedule Subject to Change without Notice 

Mon-Thurs 
Friday 

Saturday 
Sunday 

6:30 AM 
6:30 AM 

6:30 AM 

 

7:00 AM 
7:00 AM 

7:00 AM 

 

7:30 AM 
7:30 AM 

 

 

8:00 AM 
8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 
8:00 AM 

8:30 AM 
8:30 AM 

8:30 AM 
8:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

9:15 AM* 
9:15 AM 

9:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

9:45 AM 
9:45 AM 

9:30 AM 
9:45 AM 

10:15 AM 
10:15 AM 

10:15 AM 
10:15 AM 

10:45 AM 
10:45 AM 

10:45 AM 
10:45 AM 

11:15 AM 
11:15 AM 

11:15 AM 
11:15 AM 

 

 

 

 

1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

1:30 PM 
1:30 PM 

1:30 PM 
1:30 PM 

2:00 PM* 
2:00 PM 

2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 

2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

2:30 PM 
2:45 PM 

3:15 PM 
3:15 PM 

3:15 PM 
3:15 PM 

4:00 PM 
4:00 PM 

3:45 PM 

 

4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 

4:30 PM 
4:15 PM 

5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

5:00 PM 
4:45 PM 

5:30 PM 
5:30 PM 

5:30 PM 

 

6:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

6:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

 

 

 

7:00 PM 

7:45 PM 
7:45 PM 

7:45 PM 
7:30 PM 

 

8:15 PM 
8:15 PM 

8:00 PM 

8:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

9:00 PM 
9:00 PM 

 

 

10:00 PM 
10:00 PM 

 

 

11:00 PM 
11:00 PM 

 

Anacortes Departure Times 

Ferry departs Guemes approximately 8 minutes after the listed times. 

Crossing time approximately 5 minutes.  Round-trip time approximately 20-25 minutes. 
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When What Time Where Contact
Jul. 1, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Canada Day Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jul. 2, Sat. Kick Weigel Memorial Pancake Breakfast 8:30am - 10:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234

Drop off donations for Fire Hall Sale 10:00am - 2:00pm Fire Hall Adam Veal 293-0925
Library Open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Holiday Hideaway Association Meeting 2:30pm Church Sharon Schlittenhard 299-9165

Jul. 3, Sun. Church Council Meeting 8:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Meditation 8:30 - 10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Drop off donations for Fire Hall Sale 10:00am - 2:00pm Fire Hall Adam Veal 293-0925
Fiber Arts 10:00am - 12:00pm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Chamber Music Concert* 4:00pm Hall Jacquie Prescott 588-8206

Jul. 4, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
4th of July Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

July 4th Parade 10:00am North Beach
Fire Hall Rummage Sale 11:30am Fire Hall Adam Veal 293-0925
Hot Dog Sale 12:00pm Park Rob Schroder 588-1639
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Jul. 5, Tues. "Math & Science Fun" for kids 10:00am - 12:00pm Library/Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Soup Supper: Guemes July 4th History 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234

Jul. 6, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
"Math & Science Fun" for kids 10:00am - 12:00pm Library/Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jul. 7, Thu. "Math & Science Fun" for kids 10:00am - 12:00pm Library/Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Hall Walkers 10:30am - 11:30am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Library Board Meeting 7:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jul. 8, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
"Math & Science Fun" for kids 10:00am - 12:00pm Library/Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Wine Tasting with Mickey Brown* 5:00pm - 7:00pm Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

Jul. 9, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jul. 10, Sun. Meditation 8:30 - 10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Jul. 11, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Preschool Playtime (informal) 10:00am - 12:00pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118
Historical Society Meeting 7:30pm Church Win Anderson 293-4539
Library Book Club 8:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jul. 12, Tues. Soup Supper: "A Tale of Two Futures" 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:30pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995

Jul. 13, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

All events listed are open to the public (some require pre-registration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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Jul. 14, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:30am - 11:30am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718

Men's Book Club 7:00pm - 9:00pm Library George Meekins 840-9391
Jul. 15, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Live Music: Mike & Nakos Marker 5:30pm Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

Jul. 16, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jul. 17, Sun. Meditation 8:30 - 10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Fiber Arts 10:00am-12:00pm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Jul. 18, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
National Ice Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Cream Day Preschool Playtime (informal) 10:00am - 12:00pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Jul. 19, Tues. Soup Supper: Making "Graceland" 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Knitting Night 7:30pm Carol Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jul. 20, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast: Fred Sievers on Portugal 8:00am Church Kit Harma 293-5784
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jul. 21, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:30am - 11:30am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Jul. 22, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jul. 23, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jul. 24, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Jul. 25, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Preschool Playtime (informal) 10:00am - 12:00pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Jul. 26, Tues. Soup Supper: TBA 6:00pm - 8:30pm Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Jul. 27, Wed Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetary Meeting 9:00am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Fire Department Work Meeting 10:00am Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jul. 28, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:30am - 11:30am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Community Meeting with County 5:30pm Hall Ron Wesen 336-9300

Jul. 29, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Live Music: JP & the OK Rhythm Boys 5:30pm Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

Jul. 30, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jul. 31, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234

ONGOING Art Show - "Sasquatch Sightings" by Christine Olsen will be on display at the Store Loft through Labor Day.

To add your event, contact Sophie at 588-9090 or calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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When What Time Where Contact
Aug. 1, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Ramadan Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Begins Preschool Playtime (informal) 10:00am - 12:00pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Aug. 3, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 4, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:30am - 11:30am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Library Board Meeting 7:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 5, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 6, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 7, Sun. Church Council Meeting 8:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234

Meditation 8:30 - 10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Fiber Arts 10:00am - 12:00pm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Aug. 8, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Preschool Playtime (informal) 10:00am - 12:00pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118
Historical Society Meeting 7:30pm Church Win Anderson 293-4539
Library Book Club 8:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 9, Tues. Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:30pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995
Aug. 10, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women’s Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 11, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:30am - 11:30am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Men's Book Club 7:00pm - 9:00pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

Aug. 12, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 13, Sat. GIPOA Meeting 9:30am Library Bob Groeschell 425-778-3638
Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 14, Sun. Meditation 8:30-10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234

Aug. 15, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Preschool Playtime (informal) 10:00am - 12:00pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Aug. 16, Tues. Knitting Night 7:30pm Carol Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

All events listed are open to the public (some require pre-registration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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Aug. 17, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00am Church Kit Harma 293-5784

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Public Ferry Forum with County 6:00pm Hall Rachel Beck 419-7618
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 18, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:30am - 11:30am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Aug. 19, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 20, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 21, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Fiber Arts 10:00am - 12:00pm Hall Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Aug. 22, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Preschool Playtime (informal) 10:00am - 12:00pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Aug. 24, Wed Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 25, Thu. Hall Walkers 10:30am - 11:30am Hall Sandy Warmouth 293-3718
Aug. 26, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 27, Sat. Library open 2:00pm - 4:00pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 28, Sun. Meditation 8:30am - 10:30am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Church Service 9:00am Church Martha Kline 588-6234
Aug. 29, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00am - 10:00am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996
Preschool Playtime (informal) 10:00am - 12:00pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Aug. 31, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30am - 8:15am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Cemetary Meeting 9:00am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Fire Department Work Meeting 10:00am Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting 11:00am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2-4pm/6-8pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Family Park Day 2:30pm - 6:30pm Park Stella Spring 588-1588
Yoga 6:30pm - 8:00pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

ONGOING No Soup Supper in August

Art Show - "Sasquatch Sightings" by Christine Olsen will be on display at the Store Loft through Labor Day.

UPCOMING Saturday, Sept. 3 - Fall Festival at the Community Center from 10:00am to 2:00pm

To add your event, contact Sophie at 588-9090 or calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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What Sold on Guemes?  
(in the last 365 days) Sale Price 

7264 West Shore Road $524,000 
5426 Guemes Island Road $475,000 
7388 Guemes Place $400,000 
6365 South Shore Road $330,000 
6986 Holiday Boulevard $300,000 
7623 Holiday Boulevard $290,000 
7575 Chestnut Lane $267,000 
7404 Holiday Boulevard $241,750 

Current Guemes Listings 

2bd cliff-side home w/garden, beach  $555,000 

West Shore high-bank 2bd cabin       $425,000 

 5-acres w/3bd, 2ba on NW of island  $299,500 

3bd North Beach waterfront            $679,000 

1bd w/loft, shop, garden & beach rts   $224,900 

   
   
   
   
   
Guemes IslandGuemes IslandGuemes Island 

PRICE REDUCTION 

PRICE REDUCTION 

 

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE   
Saturday, July 2nd  -  1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Custom-built 3bd + guest rm, view   $399,500 

 

WHAT MY CLIENTS ARE SAYING.. .WHAT MY CLIENTS ARE SAYING.. .WHAT MY CLIENTS ARE SAYING.. .    

3-story North Beach waterfront        $995,000 

“Karen went above and 
beyond in assisting us.”   

“Karen is always 
professional, 
available, and fun 
to work with.”   

“You were a wonderful 
pick for us and I will  
recommend you to 
anyone who asks.” 

“Karen did a great 
job of keeping us      
informed, following 
through and repre-
senting us.” 

“She was great and 
knew a ton about the 
area.  We will recom-
mend her.”  

4717 Guemes Island Rd. 
High-bank waterfront home with 

soaring ceilings, glass doors to multi-
level decks with unobstructed views. 
Dramatic marble fireplace, staircase.                         

$679,000 

DOUBLE 

5109 Guemes Island Rd. 
Gracious newer 3-story waterfront 

home on 1 acre.  Stunning 180º views 
from all three floors. Great floorplan, 
two master suites, huge family room.                                       

$995,000 

PRICE REDUCTION  

$100K PRICE REDUCTION 

PENDING 
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By Blaine LaCross
With summer here and more people on the island, it’s good to know that 

we’ll have a well-staffed volunteer fire department. Ryan Everett, 17, recent-
ly joined the Junior Firefighters program at the Guemes Island Fire Depart-
ment, becoming the third to join since its inception in September 2009.

The Junior Firefighters program offers local 16- and 17-year-olds a chance 
to train alongside the regular fire team. Junior firefighters respond to both 
medical and fire calls, with some restrictions on their hours and on-scene du-
ties.

Ryan, who will be a senior at Anacortes High School next year, says he 
appreciates the chance to help his community while gaining valuable skills 
himself. He thinks he may want to pursue a career as a firefighter someday.

While waiting to attend formal training classes, Ryan gets instruction 
from other members of the department and attends drills. Zander Woofen-
den, who recently turned 18 and joined the regular firefighters, has been 
showing Ryan the ropes. “Zander has been really helpful,” said Ryan. “Since 
he’s a former junior firefighter and just graduated from the fire academy on 
Orcas, it’s all still fresh in his mind.”

Asked what he thought the hardest part of the job would be, Ryan 
laughed and said, “Waking up for a 2 a.m. call!” 

Fire Department Adds New Junior Firefighter

By Edith Walden
Three donated cars were ripped apart 

June 4 in the parking lot of Ander-
son’s Store as volunteer firefighters from 
the Guemes Island Fire Department 
(GIFD) demonstrated the efficiency of 
the hydraulic extrication tools known as 
the Jaws of Life.

A team of firefighters using axes, 
crowbars, a battery-operated saw, and 
other hand tools took 20 minutes to re-
move the windshield and doors of the 
first car and then roll the roof to free the 
“victim.”

Another team of firefighters, in-
cluding Tim Hanf, sales representative 
and instructor for Santiam Emergency 
Equipment, completed the same tasks 
on a second car in just 6 minutes using 
a hydraulic ram, spreader, and cutter 
powered by a specially designed gas gen-
erator. The tools run on 10,500 pounds 
per square inch of pressure, and some 
are capable of generating up to 60,500 
pound-force. The generator can run two 
tools at once. According to Hanf, these 
tools have only been available in the 
Northwest for about 10 years.

Jaws of Life Defeat Alloys and Hand Tools
Family Issues $1,000 Matching Grant Through July 4

Cars today are often made from 
high-strength alloys that are impossi-
ble to cut and must be caused to crack 
apart by using tremendous force. Since 
getting a victim to treatment within the 
first hour of an accident greatly increases 
the chances of a good outcome for any 
injury, the faster a victim can be extri-
cated, the better the chances for recov-
ery. 

As of June 15, the Jaws of Life cam-
paign to raise $25,000 to purchase a 
set of hydraulic tools for the GIFD had 
received $9,638.40. Fire Chief Mike 
Stamper has announced that an island 
family with a long history of supporting 
the fire department has offered to match 
all donations up to $1,000 that are re-
ceived between June 4 and July 4.

Send donations to the Guemes Is-
land Fire Department, 6310 Guemes 
Island Road, Anacortes, WA  98221. In-
dicate on your check or in a cover letter 
that the donation is for the Jaws of Life 
Campaign. You can also make a pledge 
if delaying your donation fits your fi-
nancial-planning needs better. 

Tim Hanf demonstrates a hydraulic 
spreader.

Ryan Everett is a junior firefighter.
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This year, as for the past few, is-
landers are being asked to eschew ille-
gal fireworks and to restrict fireworks 
displays to the day of July 4th itself, 
out of consideration for their fellow 
Guemians and their pets.

For many years, illegal fireworks 
(i.e., those that go “boom”) were rou-
tinely being set off on Guemes for 
days on end around the 4th of July. 
In 2009, the Guemes Island Proper-
ty Owners Association (GIPOA) led a 
concerted effort to curtail the mayhem. 
They held a public meeting, invested 
in two reminder signs, and made pub-
lic appeals. The result was a dramatic 

Fireworks and the Fourth
reduction in noise levels and in duration 
of the “festivities.”

In a recent message to the Tide, the 
GIPOA board said, “It is to be hoped 
that the new tradition will again emerge 
this July 4th and that islanders will 
again limit fireworks displays to July 4th 
out of respect for their neighbors and is-
land animals.”

It’s also important to keep safety—
and liability—in mind. “Any firework 
can cause a fire,” points out Fire Chief 
Mike Stamper. “Even people using spar-
klers need to be careful. And if some-
one causes a fire, they are responsible 
for it, and the charges add up really fast. 

In addition to family gatherings, 
picnics, and barbeques, islanders and 
guests can join in a number of tradi-
tional island events on the 4th of July.

At around 10 a.m. a parade forms 
at the intersection of the north end of 

Guemes Island Road and West Shore 
Road, following the Guemes Island 
fire trucks. All are welcome to join in 
or watch the parade as it travels south 
along North Beach. Costumed pedes-

Island Ways to 
trians, pets, horse riders, and partici-
pants in decorated vehicles, classic 
cars, and floats move along, wav-
ing and often throwing treats to the 
crowd. Watch for the doggie drill 
team this year.

At 11:30, head to the 
Fire Hall for the Rum-
mage Sale, where you’ll 
find lots of your neigh-
bors’ former treasures wait-
ing to be recycled at fantas-
tic prices. Prices drop as the 
sale goes on. Come back at 
the end of the sale (around 3 
p.m.) and help cart away the 
freebies. You can still donate 

items on July 2 and 3. Drop them off at 
the Fire Hall from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or 
call Adam Veal at 293-0925 to arrange 
for pickup.

At noon, move on to Schoolhouse 

Pirates terrify onlookers at last year's parade.

Park (an easy walk from the Fire Hall) 
for famous Guemes hot dogs. Chow 
down on hefty beef, turkey, or vegetar-
ian dogs with grilled onions and condi-
ments for just $3.50 (lemonade is 50 
cents) and visit with friends, neighbors, 
and guests. Proceeds help support the 
Community Center.

Around 10:30 p.m. along the South 
Shore, finish the day by watching the 
impressive Anacortes fireworks display 
over Fidalgo Bay. 

Assistant Fire Chief Gerry Fran-
cis and firefighter Justin James of 
the Guemes Island Fire Department 
(GIFD) took a wildland firefighting 
refresher course June 5 at the Mount 
Erie Fire Department. GIFD Fire 
Chief Mike Stamper participated as an 
instructor. 

To be qualified to work on wild-
land fires for the Washington Depart-

Preparing for Wildland Fires

A response to a structure fire can easily 
run $30,000 to $100,000. If the Sher-
iff’s Office can identify a party respon-
sible for a fire caused by fireworks or a 
campfire, they will come after them for 
the cost.” 

Max, Lola, and Sugar take a break during doggie drill 
team practice.

ment of Natural Resources and various 
federal agencies, firefighters must attend 
an intensive 32-hour course of class-
room instruction and extensive hands-
on training, including a full day of live 
fire training. They must also pass a rig-
orous physical fitness exam that includes 
carrying a 45-pound pack for 3 miles in 
under 45 minutes. Successful comple-
tion of the course results in certification 

and issuance of a Red Card. To main-
tain valid Red Card status, firefighters 
must take a refresher course at least ev-
ery three years.

During the refresher course, partici-
pants practiced their skills fighting a live 
fire in a nearby woodlot. They were re-
quired to work in teams, cutting a fire 
line with hand tools at the edge of a live 
burn and then working the fire with 
hose lines. They also practiced deploying 
fire shelters. 
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Beachcombing
with Win Anderson 

Murray Read weighed barely more 
than his shadow, but no one would call 
him a lightweight. If quality of person 
were measured in inches, he would have 
strolled the island 20 feet tall. 

He died 15 years ago, so I believe I 
can freely compliment the man without 
embarrassing him.

First on the list of qualities: he was 
funny. He had an understated sense of 
humor that came out of left field and 
gave you a chuckling gift that was yours 
forever. Example: The late Gary Casper-
son told how Murray the carpenter 
taught him to cut a 4-by-4 with a Skil-
saw. “First you make a cut on the top, 
then turn her over, Bub. There’s music 
on the other side.” Whereas a more for-
gettable description would have been 
“turn it over and cut again.” 

Murray was a solid, commonsense 
craftsman and teacher willing to do-
nate his talents to any worthy com-
munity project, often with amusing ef-
fects. While helping other volunteers 
with an addition to the Fire Hall, one 
of the younger carpenters ventured to 
point out that Murray’s door jamb was 
“a little out of plumb.” “That jamb is so 
plumb it is over-plumb,” Murray dead-
panned while setting the record, and the 
doorjamb, straight with a single, perfect 
hammer tap.

Later in life, Murray was having 
trouble with his footing down at Arn 
Veal’s sawmill. A cane might help, it was 
suggested. “I ’spect it would. But then 

how would I hold the chainsaw?” He 
was 93. 

Murray donated hundreds of hours 
to the Community Center, the 
Church, and Schoolhouse Park. In 
fact, when the center was struggling 
to pay the mortgage on the five-acre 
addition to the park, Murray person-
ally stepped into the breach, raising 
more than $11,000 in donations—
a huge accomplishment at the time, 
and reason enough in itself to put 
his name on the pavilion he envi-
sioned before his death. 

But Murray also took on proj-
ects for overwhelmed families. Other 
contractors would consider some of 
them hopeless—including our own 
family folly.

This is our story, heavily con-
densed: 

When Elaine and I decided to 
move a house to the island in 1979, 
we thought we had planned everything 
down to the last jot and tittle. 

We found a house that was struc-
turally sound, had a country look, and 
boasted several appealing amenities. We 
arranged for a house mover with a good 
reputation. We had property. And we 
had financing. We only needed to get 
the house on the site and the money 
would come. So we thought.

We looked pretty hapless when the 
bank found a loophole to cancel fund-
ing, with our forlorn 68-year-old roof-
less house perched over a mud hole in 
a cow pasture on Guemes Island. My 
work in town was just getting started 
and payments from a business we sold 
in Tacoma were just trickling in. We 
still owed half the $12,000 moving costs 
plus the property mortgage.

We were in crisis.

While other islanders were shaking 
their heads in amusement at our predic-
ament, Murray, a man we barely knew, 
came along and solved it. 

Always upfront, he told us his exper-
tise would cost us: $1 a day for gas for 
his old Ford. He hired an island crew, 
called for a truckload of lumber, and got 
down to work. He was 77.

He guided us through rebuilding the 
roof and setting the house on a foun-
dation. It was a long way from mov-
ing in, but he left us on solid ground 
and weathertight. We were able to pay 
the crew and arranged to make month-
ly payments on the other debts. (Thank 
you, Metzger Movers and Frontier In-
dustries.)

Due to Murray’s help in that criti-
cal time, over the next few years we were 
able to make the place livable on our 
own. Better yet, the episode solidified 
our affection for the island.

And you can credit Murray (along 
with island historian Gertie Howard) 
as our inspiration to start The Guemes 
Tide’s predecessor, The Evening Star, in 
1996. 

Murray (center) helps the Andersons get 
onto a solid footing. Also pictured are 
Elaine Anderson (left) and Dean Townsend.

Murray Read
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From her encyclopedic recipe books, Arden produced this favorite, which she thinks is 
a perfect summer soup.

2 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil
1 green bell pepper, chopped
1 medium onion, chopped
1 large clove garlic, minced
½ lb. smoked ham,* diced into half-inch  

         cubes
½ tsp. ground cumin
½ tsp. coriander

1. In a large saucepan, heat the olive oil until shimmering. Add bell pepper, onion, 
and garlic; cook over medium-high heat until just beginning to brown (about 4 minutes). 
Add ham, cumin, coriander, and chipotle and cook about 3 minutes, until ham is lightly 
browned. Add beans, hominy, and stock and bring to a boil. Simmer about 10 minutes, 
until slightly thickened.

2. Add the cilantro and season with salt and pepper. Spoon the stew into deep bowls 
and sprinkle with cheddar. 

Serve with warm corn tortillas and a bowl of sour cream. 

*Arden likes the ham from Niman Ranch in Alameda, Calif., available at Trader Joe’s.

Black Bean and Hominy Soup

1 chipotle chili in adobo (canned),  
         minced

2 (15-oz.) cans black beans, drained
1 (15-oz.) can hominy, drained
1½ c. chicken stock
¼ c. finely chopped cilantro
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
½ c. shredded Cheddar cheese

Home at Last: Arden Charles

A  Ta s t e o f  G u e m e s

By Karen Everett
When you walk into Arden and Stu-

art Charles’s waterfront home on North 
Beach, the first impression is of ele-
gance; the second impression is com-
fortable elegance. The third: a stunning 
kitchen with all the bells and whistles 
around the corner, where it’s obvious 
you’re in the home of a true gourmet.

And home is where this engaging 
couple finally feel they are. 

Both have deep local roots. Arden’s 
paternal grandfather, Murray Stuart, 
founded the Stuart Salmon Packing 
Company, which became the Sebastian 
Stuart Salmon Packing Company in 
Anacortes (the red building on a dock 
on Guemes Channel). Her great-un-
cle E. A. Stuart founded the Carnation 
Company, which had a plant in Mount 
Vernon—the smokestack that’s now 
painted with the big tulip. Her father, 
Murray H. Stuart, was born in Mount 
Vernon. (Both her parents were pilots; 
her mother was the first woman to solo 
at Boeing Field!)

Husband Stuart comes from the Sut-
ter family, his grandfather being Otto 
Sutter of the Fidalgo Island Packing 
Company. 

Both Stuart and Arden were born 
in Alaska, and spent at least part of 
their childhoods in Seattle—in fact, 
they met in first grade at Lowell El-
ementary School on Capitol Hill. 
But alas, Stuart’s family moved to 
Queen Anne, so love was not to blos-
som until the pair met again while at 
the University of Washington. Arden 
graduated in commercial art and Stu-
art in architecture.

By 1960, Arden was working for 
Fred Milkie—one of the first famous 
commercial photographers in Seat-
tle—doing photographic styling for 
clients like Weyerhauser and Eddie 
Bauer. Some of this meant creating 
room sets. She recalls, “We created 
rooms with gorgeous furniture and 
gorgeous models in evening clothes. 
It was so much fun!”   

Stuart and Arden were mar-
ried in 1964, and off they went 
to New York City, where Stu-
art studied for his masters in 
architecture at Columbia Uni-
versity. There in the Big Apple, 
Arden worked at an ad agency 
as a photographic stylist. Her 
boss was a foodie and often took her to 
lunch around Manhattan, so she luck-
ily sampled cuisine from some of New 
York’s most famous restaurants, discov-
ering then-unknown delights such as 
cherrystone clams.

The next stop of her food odyssey 
was when—thanks to a fellowship Stu-
art landed—the couple traveled the pe-
rimeter of Spain and Portugal, study-
ing architecture in that region’s seaports. 
Along with the architecture came a 
three-month culinary education sam-
pling the incredible seafood, cheeses, 
meats, and wines of cities such as Lis-
bon and Barcelona. Arden loved the sa-
vory garlic soup and fresh fish in Portu-
gal, and the paella and gorgeous olives 
in Spain. 

After that sojourn, the couple re-
turned to Seattle, where Stuart began a 
remarkable career at well-known archi-
tectural firm the NBBJ Group, where 
he remained for 38 years.

Arden was a stay-at-home mom for 
many years, but went back to photo-
graphic styling as a freelancer. More 
and more jobs began to include food 
preparation—for example, shooting the 
Alaska Airlines frequent-flyer lounge 
included styling a tray of cheeses and 
meats. “Finally I took a workshop,” Ar-
den recalls, “a three-day crash-course in 
food styling. I’d decided to go into food 
styling because I thought it would be 
easier than making sets, but believe me, 
it’s not! Not when you’re dealing with 

Arden and Stuart relax at a cafe in Sydney, Australia.
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By Thea LaCross
An engaged, positive crowd got 

to hear details and take a virtual walk 
through a computer-generated 3-D 
model of the proposed Schoolhouse 
Park Stage during a special meeting of 
the Guemes Island Community Center 
Association (GICCA) on June 16. 

Stage Committee leader Mark 
Linnemann gave an overview of the 
project, while Noel Montoya and Letty 
Lara provided an interactive, 3-D tour 
of the design. Mark said community re-
sponse to the stage has been so enthu-
siastic that the list of active and future 
volunteers was too long to itemize dur-
ing the meeting. It includes labor for 

Schoolhouse Park Stage Takes Shape
engineering, design and 
computer-generated plans, 
timber felling and milling, 
specialized metal fabrica-
tion, ground clearing and 
foundation work, trench-
ing, and electrical work. The 
committee estimates that 
material costs will be about 
$12,000 but the total cost 
will depend on how much 

of the project can be completed with 
donated labor.

That volunteer energy is visible to 
anyone who has driven by the park in 
the past month and admired the hori-
zontal forest of peeled logs waiting to 
be moved to the project staging area. 
A hard-working group of islanders has 
been felling, transporting, and de-bark-
ing donated trees that will form the 
main structural supports. More timber 
will be felled and milled for shear walls 
and other parts of the structure.

Following Mark’s presentation and a 
question and answer session, the GIC-
CA board voted unanimously to formal-
ly approve the stage project and autho-

rized it to proceed as funds are available. 
The next steps will be to complete en-
gineering and permitting, “flag” the 
stage and parking lot locations, obtain 
insurance, and commence ground clear-
ing. And, of course, to continue raising 
money; to date, about $4,000 has been 
donated. A special donation box is avail-
able in the entryway at Anderson’s Store.

To see more information about the 
stage project, check the stage website at 
www.schoolhouseparkstage.org. 

Taste Of Guemes
(continued from page 23)
sitting around under hot lights!”

Nevertheless, Arden’s passion for 
food was slowly evolving. By the time 
she and Stuart bought their first Seat-
tle residence, an apartment building on 
Queen Anne Hill, she had experiment-
ed with dozens of classics and compiled 
quite a collection of tried-and-true  
recipes. 

In the 1980s Arden circled back to 
her set-building days but with a twist, 
creating what she calls “assemblages” 
and mixed-media collage paintings. She 
became quite successful in this latest it-
eration, with shows at the Frye Art Mu-
seum in Seattle and the Whatcom Art 
Museum, among others.

Cooking is a major pursuit at her 
home on North Beach, a weekend beach 
house that she and Stuart recently re-
modeled from the ground up into a 
fabulous study in red, black, white, and 
mahogany, with floor-to-ceiling seaward 

windows. Her black-and-white-bound 
recipe books brim with treasures collect-
ed over decades and through their many 
travels.

All in all, this talented, deeply con-
tented woman has put together quite an 
. . . assemblage. 

Design for the stage nears completion.
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Tim Houghton Pleads 
Not Guilty

Timothy Houghton, 32, failed to 
appear at an arraignment hearing in 
Skagit County Superior Court on May 
27 and had failed to obtain counsel. Su-
perior Court Judge Michael Rickert is-
sued a warrant for Houghton’s arrest.

On June 17 Houghton appeared in 
court with counsel, and Superior Court 
Judge John Meyer charged Houghton 
with one felony count for methamphet-
amine possession, a misdemeanor count 
for marijuana possession, and a misde-
meanor count for resisting arrest. Hough-
ton pled not guilty to all charges. A trial 
is scheduled for September 6. 
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By Becky Stinson
We live in one of the best growing 

climates on the continent. Lucky us! 
And with climate changes shifting our 
weather patterns, we are being chal-
lenged to learn how to extend our food-
growing season. I have found that by 
using polyethylene sheeting, spun poly-
fiber floating row cover (Reemay), and 
PVC pipe, I can create “tunnels” that 
allow annual vegetables and herbs to 
grow/produce earlier in the spring and 
later in the fall by four to eight weeks.

These tunnels are inexpensive, can 
be made any size, and are reusable from 
year to year. For small tunnels I use 
½-inch thin-wall PVC pipe, sold in 10-
foot lengths, which I cut in half to cre-
ate two 5-foot hoops. For a larger tun-
nel (also known as a “hoophouse”) I 
use ¾-inch or 1-inch PVC pipe for the 
hoop and cover it with 6-mil, green-
house-grade (UV resistant) poly sheet-
ing from Steuber’s in Snohomish, which 
should last 5 to 10 years. Regular 6-mil 
sheeting rips too easily and needs to be 
replaced annually.

In spring, many vegetables need soil 
of 50 degrees or more, which usually 
doesn’t happen here until June—and 
maybe not until July this year! Since 
cold, wet soil is our biggest problem, 
it is ideal to create these tunnels atop a 
raised bed. It will dry out and warm up 
sooner than a level garden bed in spring, 
and be better protected from frost and 
excess rain in fall.

I start by using poly sheeting over 
the hoops to create a greenhouse ef-
fect. While just laying the plastic on the 

Tips from Guemes Gardeners
Extending the Food-Growing Season

ground helps, put-
ting it over the 
hoops really makes 
a difference. The 
larger volume of 
air that warms up 
during the day al-
lows seeds to ger-
minate happily. 
Once plants are 
up and it’s warm-
er out, I replace 
the plastic with 
Reemay, which al-
lows airflow and 
lets rain in but 
still adds several 
degrees of warmth 
compared to the 
surrounding soil.

While most 
plants can be grown with no cover by 
June or July, heat lovers such as toma-
toes, peppers, eggplants, and cukes grow 
and produce better and earlier with the 
additional warmth provided by the tun-
nels. You may also consider using “slit-
ted row cover” on these crops the entire 
season. This covering closes at night or 
when it’s cloudy and opens when it’s 
sunny—by itself !

To extend the season as fall ap-
proaches, first cover frost-sensitive crops 
with Reemay on your hoops. Then later 
use the poly sheeting over plants that 
are still producing after frosts occur, but 
would be goners without protection.

My hoophouse is 13 by 21 feet and 
could be lengthened. It is actually wind 
that stops me from using my tunnel 

longer on both ends of the season. It’s 
still a grand experiment, but I can suc-
cessfully grow “iffy” crops like tomatoes, 
peppers, basil, eggplants, and cukes in 
my hoophouse. Call me if you’d like a 
tour (770-6037).

Resources
Books by Eliot Coleman: The Win-

ter Harvest Handbook, Chelsea Green, 
2009; Four Season Harvest, Chelsea 
Green, 1999.

Horticultural supplies: Steuber Dis-
tributing Company, Snohomish, (360) 
568-2626.

To see a hoophouse design by Car-
ol Miles, WSU Research Station, type 
“portable field hoophouse” in your In-
ternet search engine. 

Master Gardener Becky Stinson stands in front of her hoophouse. 
She has gardened in the Pacific Northwest for 25 years. She helped 
start the Anacortes Community Garden, is an activist in the " Clean 
Local Food" movement, and coaches gardeners.

1996 Suzuki Sidekick JX  
60K miles, new tires, 

recent Warn brand hubs. 

Very good condition.   

$4,500 firm.   
293-2704
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•  in memoriam •

Thresa Jane Benjamin, a longtime 
resident of Guemes, died May 30 at the 
age of 80.

She was born to Lila and Harry 
Smart in Seattle on September 3, 1930, 
and graduated from the University of 
Washington School of Nursing in 1950. 

She married Max Benjamin in 1951. 
In 1959 they moved to Guemes and 
began restoring one of the oldest log 
structures on the island, a logging-camp 
cookhouse believed to date to 1871. It 
became a centerpiece of their “life rich 
in nature and artistic expression.”

A generous and gentle person, Thresa 
was devoted to her husband and family. 
“Her brilliant creativity brought artist-

Thresa Benjamin

Jack Oliver Nelsen, a frequent visitor 
to Guemes Island, died May 15 in his 
West Seattle home at the age of 85.

He was born November 3, 1925, 
to June and Evan Nelsen, a proud de-
scendant of the Danish farming family 
headed by Dora and Fred Nelsen. 

Jack joined the U.S. Air Force in 
1934 and subsequently graduated from 
the University of Washington. He 
worked for the Boeing Company for  

Jack Nelsen

Katie Parker, 31, of Arlington, died 
June 9. She was born September 22, 
1979, to James and Mary Margaret 
Parker. 

She was an award-winning step 
dancer who loved books and spend-
ing time with friends and family on 
Guemes. She graduated from Holy 
Names Academy and Gene Juarez 
Academy and attended Western Wash-
ington University. 

Besides her parents, survivors in-
clude sister Nora Parker and many 
relatives, including the Monahan and 
Leech families of Guemes Island.

Services were at Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church in Arlington 
with interment at Edens Cemetery on 
Guemes.  Donations may be made to 
www.nami.org or Catholic Community 
Services.

Katie Parker

ry in her kitchen and extensive gardens, 
which are a crush of color and spirit 
much like Thresa herself.” 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents and her daughter Ngaire  
Hoffman.

Besides Max, her husband of 61 
years, survivors include sons Murray 
and Bradley, daughter Michele Benja-
min Lesmeister, and several grand- and 
great-grandchildren.

At Thresa’s request there will be no 
memorial service.

In lieu of flowers, remembrances 
may be made to Rhododendron Spe-
cies Foundation, PO Box 3798, Federal 
Way, WA 98003.

42 years; his retirement in 1990 gave 
him more time to visit Guemes.

He was predeceased in 1995 by his 
wife of 51 years, Fredricka. Survivors 
include daughters Sue, Paula, and Jan 
Nelsen Arana (Jaime); son Philip; and 
three grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. 

Services were in Renton. Memorials 
may be made to the Guemes Island Fire 
Department.

On June 25, for the 14th year in 
a row, a diverse group of runners and 
walkers descended on Guemes to roam 
the island’s roads and raise money for 
the Guemes Island Library. Participants 
competed in comfort, enjoying perfect 
weather conditions. Under hazy skies, 
race-time temperatures were around 57 
degrees, rising into the 60s by the award 
ceremony at the end of the race. 

The popular Dog Island Run drew  
169 participants this year, from as far 
away as Pennsylvania, who followed 
an up-and-down 10-kilometer course 
running north from Schoolhouse Park 

Readers Reap Rewards From Runners
2011 Dog Island Run Is Another Success for Guemes Library

through North Beach, around and down 
West Shore Road, and east on Edens 
Road back to the Park. The men’s divi-
sion winner was Chad Norman, with 
a time of 37:37; a new women’s course 
record was set by Jodee Adam-Moore, 
who finished with a blistering 38:09, a 
mere 31 seconds behind Norman. 

Walkers followed a 2-mile course 
west on Edens Road and back.

As usual, a dedicated crew of vol-
unteers, led by organizer Tim Witt-
man, helped make the event a success 
and lots of fun for participants and 
spectators alike. 

Jodee Adam-Moore sets the women’s 
course record at this year’s Dog Island Run.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Zaden Ogle turned 1 on June 29 (missed 
    him last issue)
Elijah Lux turns 10 on July 1.
Hubert Adams turns 86 on July 3.
Sam Clarke turns 14 on July 4.
Nick Allison and Nancy Fox celebrate 
    their 25th anniversary on July 12.
Blake McCracken turns 10 on July 12.
Emma Moline turns 12 on July 14.
Demi Davelaar turns 12 on July 15.
Bailey Reyburn turns 13 on July 17.
Cordelia Whitman turns 6 on July 21.
Finn Olson turns 5 on July 28.
Brittany Reed turns 18 on July 28.
Bob Anderson turns 76 on July 29.
Blaine LaCross turns 17 on August 1.
Matilda Martin turns 3 on August 9.
Mallory Kilbreath turns 11 on August 15.
Lori Stamper turns 18 on August 15.
Aiden Varsi turns 12 on August 15.
Nota Tsitsiragos turns 14 on August 17.
Ethan Kilbreath turns 9 on August 20.
Alex Bosch turns 14 on August 21.
Kennan Hein turns 16 on August 25.
Marvin Shoultz turns 85 on August 25.

By Mickey McEachern
Summertime on Guemes Island . . . 

days are long and filled with outdoor ac-
tivities. Whether you’re crabbing, clam-
ming, boating, marathon gardening, or 
relaxing on the patio with a good book, 
an appropriate adult beverage can en-
hance the experience. 

And then there are those guests—in 
our home, summer is a revolving door 
of weekend visitors escaping the big city. 

As a result, we’re always in the need 
of what we call “summer wine.” By defi-
nition, it must meet the following re-
quirements:
•	Easy on the pocketbook (remember 

the visiting hordes)
•	Warm-weather quaffability (bright, 

lively, and refreshing) 
•	Versatility (from an apéritif on the 

boat to the evening BBQ)
I’ve chosen six wines that meet the 

above requirements: two rosés, two 
whites, and two reds. All are readily 
available and can be ordered from your 
local grocer, wine shop, or Charlotte at 
the Store.

Rosés
In our household, the quintessential 

wine of summer is dry rosé. Don’t wor-
ry, this is not the disgustingly sweet pink 
stuff you remember from your early im-
bibing days.

Rosé is drunk in copious quantities 
at outdoor cafés all over the Mediterra-
nean. In France, it’s served with moules-
frites (mussels with fries); in Italy, with 

a wood-burning-oven pizza; in Spain, 
with a classic seafood paella. 

As a rule of thumb, most rosés are 
made to be drunk young and fresh, so 
look for the most recent vintage. The 
two I have chosen come from the south 
of France, the mecca for dry rosé.

La Vieille Ferme Rosé 2010: Grown 
on the slopes of Mount Ventoux, this 
is an intensely fruity blend of Cinsault, 
Grenache, and Syrah. Light strawberry 
in color with floral notes, it’s refreshing. 
$8.99.

Chateau de Campuget Rosé 2010: 
From the southern Rhone valley, near 
the town of Nimes, this is an aromatic 
blend of 70% Syrah and 30% Grenache 
Noir. Delicately fruity, it tastes faintly of 
raspberries and black currants. $9.99.

Whites
Cooper Hill Pinot Gris 2009: Pinot 

Gris (also called Pinot Grigio if it’s from 
Italy) pairs beautifully with North-
west salmon. It’s an extremely versatile 
white. This one, made from organi-
cally grown Willamette Valley fruit, 
features bright and juicy melon, cit-
rus, and pear flavors. It’s a bargain at 
$9.99.

Perrin Blanc Cotes du Rhone 
2009: From France, this is made from 
Grenache Blanc, Viognier, Marsanne, 
Bourboulenc, and Roussanne grapes. 
With its elegant aroma suggestive of 
peach and toast, it’s full bodied and 
has a long finish—a great shellfish 
white. $10.99.

Six Great—and 
Affordable—

Summer Quaffs

Taste These Wines at the 
Store!

Mickey will host a tasting of the 
wines covered in this article at Ander-
son’s Store from 5 to 7 p.m. on July 8. 
There will be a $5 charge, which will 
apply to your purchases (so if you buy 
any wine the tasting essentially is free). 
There also will be a 10 percent case dis-
count for orders taken that day.

Reds
Barnard Griffin Cabernet Mer-

lot (non-vintage): Rob Griffin is one 
of the most experienced winemakers 
in this state; his wines are always well 
made and deliver for the money. This 
Columbia Valley blend has hints of va-
nilla, dried fruit, herb, and raspberries. 
Straightforward and juicy, it’s a good 
BBQ red. $8.99.

Falesco Vitiano 2008: This blend of 
equal parts Merlot, Cabernet, and San-
giovese comes from the Umbrian region 
of Italy (next door to Tuscany). Its spicy 
fruit flavors marry great with pasta, piz-
za, grilled meats, and poultry. $9.99.

Cheers to a good summer with 
warmer weather on the horizon! 

Editors’ note: Islander Mickey 
McEachern spent 20 years as a wholesale 
wine distributor in downtown Seattle and 
has traveled extensively in the wine regions 
of Europe, California, Oregon, and  
Washington.

Mickey McEachern raises a glass of rosé to 
celebrate summer.
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7243 Channel View Dr. 
$324,000    MLS# 81072 

What you get when 
you list your property 
with Margi: 
 

FULL-TIME PROFESSIONAL 
REAL ESTATE AGENT WITH  
11 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

TOP PRODUCER ON 
GUEMES ISLAND &  
ANACORTES  

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS OF 
YOUR PROPERTY 

HIGH QUALITY MARKETING 
MATERIALS 

TOP SEARCH ENGINE  
PLACEMENT 

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITES 

CONTINUOUS MARKET  
UPDATES 

AVAILABLE TO CLIENTS 24/7 

29 YEAR RESIDENT OF THE 
AREA 

Where Do You Want to Live On Guemes Island ? 

W 
Windermere Real Estate/Anacortes Properties 

Margi Houghton  
(360) 202-0041 

margi@windermere.com 
www.guemesisland.com 

To view more listings go to GuemesIsland.com 
Specializing in Guemes Island Real Estate 

5027 West Shore Rd 
$650,000    MLS# 1810110 

6420 Section Ave 
$389,000    MLS# 113885 

7250 Holiday Blvd 
$369,000    MLS# 186425 

4592 South Shore Dr 
$595,000    MLS# 23234 

Vacant Land 
Holiday Blvd   $63,000 MLS# 114174 
7374 Holiday Blvd $69,000 MLS# 82717 
Island Crest Lane $128,900 MLS#216599 
7810 Hideaway Lane $198,000 MLS# 29155257 
Lot 80 Holiday Blvd $229,000 MLS# 192906 
Lot 83 Holiday Blvd $242,000 MLS# 228578 
Island View Drive $395,000 MLS# 73849 

5340 Beechnut Tree Lane 
$1,295,000    MLS# 181011 

Pristine 5.55 acre estate offers 273’ of no bank 
waterfront with spectacular views. This ultimate 
retreat features a beautifully designed 4767 SF, 
5 bed & 3.5 bath home plus a guest apt above 

an additional 2 car garage. Tidelands included. 
#227084   $2,695,000 

7760 Holiday Blvd 
$245,500    MLS# 222592 

Elegant estate on 9.5 acres with views of Guemes 
Channel. This 2895 SF, 3BR/2.5BA home has 
main level living. Large kitchen, formal dining  
& family room & living room w/ gas fireplace.  
Attached two car & detached 3 car garage.  Easy 
walk to the beach.     #230532    $730,000 

Featured Homes 
 

4083 Forest Lane        4603 South Shore Dr 

5651 Section Ave 
$725,000    MLS# 226074 

7549 Holiday Blvd 
$625,000    MLS# 224854 
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Editors’ note: The June issue of the Tide 
documented the biggest recorded egg 
(so far) laid on Guemes by Gertrude, 
the Wittmans’ Rhode Island Red hen. 
Here’s the story of her tragic end and its 
aftermath.
 
By Tim Wittman

It was terrible. We had four hens 
named Marvel, Mary, Midge, and 
Gertrude. Marvel had had a bum leg, 
so for the previous two weeks I spent 
time nursing her back to health, in-
cluding a vet visit because we thought 
that she might have had a stuck egg. 
While the stuck-egg theory turned out 
to be wrong, I eventually helped her 
regain the strength in her bad leg and 
she was starting to walk on her own 
two feet. 

One morning, on my way out the 
door to work, I headed for my usu-
al routine of letting the “girls” out 
into the coop for a day of digging and 
scratching (I always lock them up at 
night because there are raccoons in  
the area). 

I was shocked when I opened the 
henhouse and all the hens were dead, 
each with puncture wounds (like vam-
pire bites) at the base of their skulls. 
Midge was missing her head and  

Gertrude’s head was nearly torn off. 
Since raccoons can’t get through the 

wire-mesh windows to the henhouse, 
the only possible culprit was a mink or  
weasel. I had seen a mink (or possibly 
a weasel) back in February at the inter-
section of Edens Road and Section Av-
enue. According to Anne Casperson and 
others, there was once a mink farm on 
Guemes Island, in the general location 
of Homestead Lane.

Mink characteristically kill groups of 

chickens all at the same time, then re-
turn to feed on their prey; in contrast, 
raccoons and other predators usually kill 
one animal, eat it, then return the next 
day to get another. Mink and weasels 
typically prefer other prey such as rats, 
muskrats, mice, and frogs, and will only 
go after chickens once their supply of 

A Champion’s 
Demise

Road-Killed Mink the Possible 
Culprit

preferred prey has been exhausted.  
I set out live traps, but the mink 

managed to spring them every time 
without getting caught. They are pretty 
smart critters! Since I had four more 
hens on order, I replaced the wire-
mesh windows in the henhouse with 
5/8-inch mesh that would keep any-
thing bigger than a mouse from enter-
ing. I felt reassured that the new and 
improved henhouse would keep the 
chickens safe. 

The next Sunday, 
I got a call from Mike 
Murphy saying that his 
wife, Charmaine, out on 
a daily walk, had spot-
ted a dead animal in  
the road that had been 
hit by a car. She thought 
it looked like a mink 
or a weasel. I met with 
Mike the same after-
noon and sure enough, 
it was a mink—this was 
verified by two wildlife 
biologists. 

While I can’t say for 
sure that it is the same 
mink that killed my 

chickens, it is definitely the species 
of animal that did the job.

The new hens (Dominiques that 
I bought from Marla Hovey’s daugh-
ter, Natalie) should start laying eggs 
around August. They typically lay 
medium-sized eggs, so Gertrude’s  
record should be safe from them. 

The American mink is native to North America; they are 
about the size of ferrets and are very good swimmers.
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Five Years Ago
Headline: County Shuns Island Sur-

vey, Instigates Late Ferry Runs
Three-day Sustainable Design As-

sessment process led by the American 
Institute of Architects (AIA) represen-
tatives concluded with an enthusiastic, 
packed-house meeting at the Commu-
nity Center.

Amanda Duryee and Christine 
Greenlaw were the year’s recipients of 
the Guemes Gold scholarship awards.

—The Evening Star,  
July-August 2006

Ten Years Ago
Jane Read named Citizen of the Year 

for half-century of service.
Louis Woofenden, Jeremy Pyke, 

and Cedar Petrick won Guemes Gold 
scholarships.

A “tiny, wimpy hoard” of Vikings 
raiding a North Beach home were 
held off by a single resident, “scrappy 
young Katelyn Eaton,” according to 
witnesses. Before retreating in disar-
ray, liquid sustenance was provided 
the pathetic, dehydrated band.

—The Evening Star,  
July-August 2001

Fifteen Years Ago
Iconic “retired” Guemes carpen-

ter Murray Read died at 93 leaving 
an “unmatched legacy” of communi-

ty volunteerism. The Fire Hall, Com-
munity Center, Church, playground, 
and homes of many residents display his 
dedication

Clarity Miller, Toby Caputo, Scott 
Spahr, Melissa Whisman, and Anna 
Woofenden win Guemes Gold scholar-
ships.

—The Evening Star,  
July-August 1996

Fifty Years Ago
The Washington Toll Bridge Author-

ity sold the former State Ferry Dock 
at 6th and I Ave., Anacortes, to Skagit 
County for $5,000. The county plans to 
move the Guemes Island ferry terminal 
from the north end of Q Avenue to the 

recently acquired site seven blocks west. 
The facility was declared surplus when 
the state ferry terminal was moved to 
Ship Harbor.

 —Anacortes American,  
May 11, 1961

Ninety Years Ago
•	“The	landlords	are	crying,	never	

so loudly, of high taxes, but we notice 
renters are footing the bill. There is just 
one way to beat the landlord game and 
that way is to get a little tract of land on 
Guemes, build a ‘Queen Lil’ shack and 
tell the bristle-backed sons of Shylock to 
go to heaven at their leisure. ‘Buy a little 
tract and build a little shack, let the rest 
of the world pay rent.’” 

•	“Our	roads	on	
Guemes Island are 
in the best condition 
they have ever been 
in since pioneers 
blazed the trail, and 
to keep them in 
good condition and 
make them better, 
we must continue  
to volunteer our  
services. . . .” 

Commentary by 
Charley L. Gant,  
Guemes Beachcomber, 
July 5, 1921

The county ferry dock at the north end of Q Avenue as it appeared 
in the 1920s. The facility served for nearly 40 years.
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