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Philip McCracken: An Evolving Treasure
Island Artist’s Exhibit at Sisko Gallery Opens November 17

edith walden

By Edith Walden
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Fire Chief Offers Winter Safety Tips
By Thea LaCross
That chill in the air is a clear sign we’re moving into heating season. As you secure your firewood supply or take care of
seasonal weatherproofing chores, it’s also a good time to check
fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, and chimneys so you can be
safely warm all winter.
With this in mind, we asked Guemes Island Fire Department Chief Mike Stamper for some home fire-safety tips, and
he offered the following.

Carbon monoxide, the “silent killer”

Odorless, colorless, and tasteless, carbon monoxide
(CO) is a byproduct of incomplete combustion, especially
in fossil-fuel-burning appliances and furnaces. Chief Stamper says CO is a big concern during winter months when
homes are tightly sealed and heating systems are operating. High CO levels can cause disorientation and death, but
even ongoing low levels can lead to organ damage.
He recommends having heating systems, including
chimneys, checked regularly, and installing separate CO
(continued on page 13)
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Cattle Call Enlivens Historical Society Meeting
win anderson

By Win Anderson
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County Offers Septics 101 Class
Do you know what the Skagit County inspection requirements are for your
septic system? Are you aware of financial resources available to homeowners who
need to repair or replace a failing septic system? Do you know how to spot the signs
of a failed system?
Come to a free Septics 101 class conducted by the Skagit County Health
Department to learn about septic systems and resources, including maintenance,
monitoring, and cost-saving preventions and operations. In addition to learning
useful information, attending the class makes you eligible for a $100 rebate
program.
Classes are scheduled on November 7 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Samish Elementary
School gymnasium, 23953 Prairie Road, Sedro-Woolley, and on December 8 from
6 to 7:30 p.m. at Padilla Bay Center, 10441 Bayview-Edison Road, Mount Vernon.
To register, or for more information, contact the Skagit County Health
Department at health@co.skagit.wa.us or 336-9380. There’s also information at
www.skagitcounty.net/health.

November Hunting
There are just four days of modern-firearm (shotgun) deer hunting remaining on
Guemes Island this year. From November 17 through the 20th, shotgun hunters are
allowed to take any buck.
Bow hunters can take any deer between November 23 and December 31. And
muzzleloader hunters are allowed to take any deer between the dates of November 24
and December 15.
Hunters require permission to hunt on your property. Report trespassers to the
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office by calling 911. Other hunting violations should be reported to the State Patrol at 757-1175.
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Next meeting: winter disaster

Power and telephone out, pipes frozen, no heat, access road blocked—then
the house caught on fire. Bob Bradley’s
harrowing story of survival during the
ice storm of December 28, 1990, will be
told at the November 14 meeting of the
Historical Society, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Church. The public is invited.
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Updates for Smooth Sailing

Ferry Committee Reports “A Year of Progress”
By Judith Horton
The Tide celebrated a complete absence of ferry news in the last issue.
Now it’s back to normal, with updates
on the Ferry Committee’s review of the
Ferry Operations Status Report and
some news from Manager Rachel Beck.

Ferry Committee reviews
status report

According to Ferry Committee (FC)
chairman Glen Veal, the FC was invited
by Skagit County Public Works (PW)
to attend the meeting on September 27
when the 2011 Ferry Operations Status Report was presented to the county commissioners by Ferry Operations
Manager Rachel Beck. Veal said that
Beck reviewed the two-month ferry outage, ridership counts for vehicles and
passengers, operational costs, revenues,
and the new Skagit Transit bus service
at the terminal.
Veal reported that Beck projected
an approximate $16,000 surplus for the
year 2011 based on the current fare recovery model, which may change once
2011 actual numbers are in, and stated
that PW is not recommending a fare
increase to take effect January 1, 2012.
She also presented a request to change
the date for the presentation of the annual Ferry Fare Revenue Target Report
from September to April, which will
eliminate the need to use projections
for the fourth quarter in providing the
needed statistics.
Asked by the Tide for his comments,
Veal said that it had been a year of progress in cooperation with PW, thanks to
the willingness of Director Henry Hash
to work with the FC on the fare increase, Skagit Transit service at the terminal, and Sunday afternoon scheduling. He thanked the commissioners for
their continued support of the Guemes
ferry and particularly their effort to secure funding for the new terminal and
dock repairs. Without these federal
funds, said Veal, neither of these projects would have been possible. He added that he looked forward to a new era

of cooperation between the FC and PW
and thanked Beck for all of her contributions this past year.
Veal hopes all islanders will attend
the Ferry Committee’s fourth-quarter
public meeting on Sunday, December
4, at 2:30 p.m. at the Community Center. FC members will report on events
occurring since the last meeting and address any questions or concerns regarding ferry service. There will also be an
update on the forthcoming PW survey,
which, among other issues, will assess
support for returning later runs on Fri-

New Webcams Provide
a Better View

day, Saturday, and Sunday evenings.
This final quarterly meeting of 2011
is also the first opportunity to nominate
candidates for a position on the FC,
since Carl Cady has announced that he
will not run again in 2012.

News from the ferry
manager’s office

As reported in the September issue
of the Tide, Skagit County has signed
a contract for an automated ticketing
system, which will include a kiosk to
be located in the Anacortes-side terminal. Now, according to Ferry Operations
Manager Rachel Beck, the machine has
been ordered and the process of setting up software and systems to make it
work is underway.
Beck stated, “The vendor, Virtual
Ticketing Solutions, has been great to
work with so far. We are fortunate to
have a customized system set up just
(continued on page 4)

Responding to islanders’ requests
at several public forums, ferry staff has
added new webcams at the Anacortesside terminal. Launched on September
29, they give views of the Anacortes-side
dock and the holding lanes on both sides
of the channel—very handy if you’re wondering whether to dash for that next boat.
Above is the view of the Guemes side. The
links are on the upper-right of the page at
www.skagitcounty.net/ferry.
Security cameras were also added to
make the terminal building safer, according to Ferry Manager Rachel Beck.
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McCRACKEN

(continued from page 1)
technical things . . . but the most valuable thing I learned was the importance
of your approach to life. Moore said,
‘You’ve got to live first before you can
make art.’”
To McCracken’s great surprise,
Moore also demonstrated that it was
possible to be a successful artist and
have a family, unlike his other artist
friends such as Morris Graves and Mark
Tobey. He married Anne that summer
(Moore was his best man) and, after
living a short period in New York, the
couple returned to the Northwest and
settled on Guemes permanently in
1955. They raised three sons on North
Beach, just a few houses west of the old
McCracken family cottage.
He’s lived fully, attempting to balance life and art, still astounded by the
“wild wonders and magic” of the Northwest—evolving with the natural world.
“My life is like any growing thing,” he
reflects. “It wants to grow into what it
can be. If you let it, it will happen.”
The work of this soft-spoken, unassuming man has been widely exhibited,
praised, and collected throughout the
country—and still evolves. Of his wood
sculptures, he observes, “I normally use
pure, clear wood, but I’m currently using ornery, gnarly, beat-up wood that
demonstrates universal energies and
powers in nature with all the twists and
difficulties.”
The man who has “never had a dull
period” obviously loves his work and
multiple projects. (He’s recently started drawings for a totem of ocean creatures.) “I’m happy to be still earning my

edith walden
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FERRY NEWS

One of McCracken’s “Night Sky” pieces

life,” he modestly asserts. His workday
starts by going “where the energy is”—
an exploration that answers something
in himself by allowing a piece to evolve
on its own until he recognizes it.
“Sometimes when I get close,” he
reports, “I say ‘God, give me one more
day to finish this.’”

Seeing McCracken’s Work
The Sisko Gallery is at 3126 Elliot
Avenue (just north of the SAM Olympic
Sculpture Park) and is open Wednesday
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Prominently displayed at Schoolhouse Park on the island is his Autumn
Leaves, commissioned by Sal Werner as
a memorial to her son. Other local public art of his can be seen in front of the
Anacortes Post Office, in the Anacortes
Library, in Anacortes High School, and
at the summit of Mount Erie.

(continued from page 3)
for our application. The automation of
ferry tickets will include the option to
purchase all ticket types at the kiosk or
online via our website. It is anticipated
that the system will be up and running
by late November.”
Beck continued, “I know that in
2011 there have been several changes to
the sailing schedule, and we appreciated
your patience as we made one more adjustment to Friday afternoons that began on October 14.
“This was an operational decision
made by Skagit County in order to give
our employees necessary breaks. In an
effort not to eliminate runs during the
main commuting hours of 4 to 7 p.m.,
and to avoid cutting the 7 p.m. run, we
changed the previously scheduled runs
at 1, 1:30, and 2 p.m. to 12:45, 1:15,
and 1:45 p.m.
“This means that there are no double
runs on the 11:15 a.m. run on Fridays.
However, there is still the opportunity for a double run all other days of the
week unless fueling or scheduled maintenance is taking place.
“A copy of our brochure, with the
sailing schedule, has been included in
this publication for your convenience,
and these are always available at the
ferry terminal. The sailing schedule can
also be found at our website at www.
skagitcounty.net/ferry, along with the
Guemes Island Road Tax Levy Analysis
and the 2011 Ferry Operations Status
Report.”
For more information, please contact Beck at rachelb@co.skagit.wa.us or
293-6433.
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GICCA Board Candidates Announced
By Thea LaCross
Thirteen community members
joined board trustees and officers for
the Guemes Island Community Center Association (GICCA) meeting on
Thursday, October 21.
President Leslie Tysseling announced the candidates for the 5 vacancies on the board (see candidate
statements in sidebar). Trustee Jim
Nichol, citing the need for more trustees to carry out projects and maintenance at the Hall, made a motion to
expand the board to 9 members. This
would reverse last year’s decision to
trim the number to 7 in the interests of
efficiency and scheduling.
Although the motion failed, there

was agreement that the trustees could
use some assistance. Volunteer lists will
be updated during the election meeting,
and interested islanders are encouraged
to contact any board member to find
out what help is needed.
In addition to the announcement of
candidates and election-related discussion, a number of other agenda items
were handled: a vote to approve GICCA
participation in the December 10 Holiday Dinner at the Hall; discussion of
the need to update the Hall rental agreement and procedures; and potential improvements to the online Hall calendar.
Technical details in the Park Stage plans
have been revised and will be reviewed
when the engineering consultant returns
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at the end of the month.
Start time for the next meeting
on Thursday, November 17, has been
moved up to 6:30 p.m. to allow for a
short business session before the election
begins. All island property owners and
residents are eligible to vote in the election, and are encouraged to attend.
Correction: In our October issue we
reported that “council members narrowly agreed to approve the installation
[of Bubble’s canoe] pending the creation
of appropriate mounting hardware.”
In fact, as a board officer corrected us,
the council did not have a close vote: all
present voted in favor with the exception of Norm Prewitt, who abstained.

GICCA Candidates’ Statements
Howard Pellett
I’m running for the GICCA board
because I can provide the experience and
hard work to bring the Community Center back together to face the future. There
are many challenges ahead for the Community Center, including financial as well
as structural and maintenance issues, and
I will work with the newly elected council to provide the leadership in meeting
those challenges.
Sharon Schlittenhard
Guemes is growing and so is the need
for a strong Community Center that welcomes the elderly, the young, and everyone in between. Now appears to be an
opportune time to work toward that goal,
and I would enjoy participating in that
endeavor.
Kathleen Phillips
As a longtime property owner and
now a full-time island resident, I would
like the opportunity to serve on the GICCA board to help ensure that the Community Center continues to be available
and useful to all members of the Guemes
family. I have worked many years in a
corporate setting and have always enjoyed
working with a strong team in order to
reach a common goal. I was recently
board president of a condominium association in Hawaii, and during my tenure we completed a $2 million renovation project. The Community Center is

an amazing asset for our island residents
and it is so nice to witness the improvements that are currently being made. I
would be honored to serve the community as a GICCA board member.
Lynne Myall
These are the issue that are important to me:
• Adhere to the principles of preservation of the island and the island lifestyle
• Continue the basics of community support and friendship
• Maintain a working relationship
with Skagit County officials
• Encourage Guemes use to ensure
the future of the island.
Norm Prewitt
This past April, I was asked by the
board to take on the office of treasurer
following the resignation of the previous
treasurer. Since then, I have worked on
converting the manual bookkeeping system to a computer-based system. I think
my extensive experience in computer
programming plus a college accounting
course are strong assets for my successful completion of the conversion should
I be elected by the board to continue as
treasurer.
In addition, I have been involved in
planning the Schoolhouse Park Stage. I
would like to help see this popular project to completion.

I see responding to the community needs of Guemes Islanders as the
GICCA board’s challenge. As a current
member I would like to help provide
continuity in the coming year.
Anya Mayo
I am running for the GICCA board
because I feel I can represent a demographic that has recently had minimal
activity in the community. I believe
there should be a healthy balance of all
types of Guemes citizens on the GICCA
board and I hope that my involvement
will encourage others to become more
active in the community.
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Cooking Up a Traditional Treat

Islander Rosie Cayou James (right foreground) teaches students how to make fry bread at a class at Anderson’s General
Store on October 5.

Store Goes to Winter Hours
Anderson’s Store will open later and close earlier on
weekdays during the off-season, according to Charlotte
Clifton, manager.
From November 1 to April 2, hours will be 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. Monday through Thursday. Friday and Saturday hours
will remain 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday will be 8 a.m. to 7
p.m., she said. The kitchen will continue to serve breakfast
Friday through Sunday mornings.

Update Your Listing in
the Guemes Phone Book
November 15 is the deadline to
make any corrections or additions to
your listing in the Guemes Island Telephone Directory. The new edition will be
published this coming January.
If you still need to change an email
address or phone number, forms are
available at the Store or by calling Carol
Harma (293-5784) or Anne Passerelli
(299-2549). Phone-book organizers are
especially interested in locating residents
(including part-timers) who are not currently in the book. Islanders may also
have a free three-line listing in the yellow pages.
The phone book has been published
for decades by the Guemes Island Community Church Women’s Fellowship as
a service to the community.

Islanders to Sponsor Climate-Change
Essay Contest
The Guemes Island Environmental Trust (GIET) has been
thinking about climate change lately. The group sponsored three
showings on Guemes of the film Plan B: Mobilizing to Save
Civilization this year and is organizing viewings throughout the
county this fall.
After watching the film, a group of islanders wanted to encourage young people to see the film and begin acting to protect
the planet, starting locally. In October, the group announced a
countywide essay contest for people aged 15 to 20. Contestants
are invited to answer the question, “What is the biggest threat
to humans from climate change and how will you engage your
friends to turn it around?”
Finalists will be interviewed and winners will read their essays
at a public event. The first-place winner will be awarded $1,500,
the second-place award is $1,000, and the third-place award is
$500. The deadline for submissions will be in January, on a date
yet to be determined.
For more information about the project, contact Gary Curtis
(299-0419 or garyncurtis@earthlink.net) or Connie Snell (7083589 or csnell@clear.net). To donate money for the awards, send
a check to GIET, P.O. Box 1634, Anacortes, WA 98221. GIET
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Poet Laureate Reads on Guemes
More than 50 people packed the Church hall
on October 14 to listen to Sam Green read new
poems. Green was the first Poet Laureate for the
State of Washington between 2007 and 2009.
(He remains the state’s only laureate due to lack
of funds for any successors.)
Raised in Anacortes and a longtime resident
of Waldron Island, Green writes poetry rooted in a sense of place. Full of references to the
natural world, his neighbors, and his family, the
rhythmic lines of his poems enthralled the audience, as did his stories of his regular visits to Ireland and Greece. Following the reading, Green
signed copies of his most recent book, The Grace
of Necessity (with cover art by islander Philip McCracken).
The event was a fundraiser for the Skagit River Poetry Project. Project director Molly McNulty outlined the importance of the poets-in-schools program that
brings professional poets into the classroom to work directly with students in Skagit
and Whatcom counties. “Poetry changes the lives of kids,” she emphasized. Every
other year the project sponsors a three-day festival in La Conner, bringing local and
nationally recognized poets to conduct workshops and give readings for students
and the general public. The festival will occur next May.
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Church News: Help with Hunger, and More
The Guemes Island Community Church invites all islanders to help people
locally and globally who are facing severe hunger. During the first 11 days of November, the Church is joining a national awareness program to bring attention to
hunger issues. The campaign focuses on generating nonperishable food donations
to local food banks, money for hunger relief in Somalia, and letters to Congress
urging more hunger relief funds in foreign aid. Watch for more detailed information on the bulletin boards.
In other Church news, November 6 is Bring a Friend Sunday and All Saints Remembrance Sunday. Everyone in the community is invited to attend the 9:30 a.m.
service and to bring a picture of someone who has died during this year. November
13 is Stewardship Sunday, and the message that day will focus on stewardship of the
earth and care of our bodies. November 20 is Thanksgiving Sunday and will include
special music by the choir.
Advent runs November 27 through December 18. Advent services this year
will include a series of skits from a play called The Mountain. Actors include Ron
Knowles, Julie Pingree, Jackie Hartwich, Martha Kline, and Charlie Jackson.

Holiday Dinner Set
for December
This year’s All-Island Holiday Dinner
will be held on Saturday, December 10,
in the Community Center from 4 to 6:30
p.m. (ending in time to watch the Christmas boat parade).
The dinner is co-hosted by the
Guemes Island Community Center and
the Guemes Island Community Church,
along with other island organizations
and a multitude of volunteers. Island
organizations wishing to participate this
year are requested to appoint a person
(or more) to serve on the planning committee, which will meet Monday, November 7, at the Church at 7:30 p.m.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Ann Cady at 299-0595 or
anncady@att.net. About 125 people
enjoyed last year’s event.
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Harvest Time at
Gaia Rising

Gathering Lunch Menu
The Gathering lunches, sponsored
by Guemes Connects, are served at the
Church from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
on Thursdays. A donation of $4 is suggested. Here’s the upcoming menu:
On November 3, Kathy Finks will
prepare chicken pot pie. On November
10, Anne Passarelli and Gail Nicolls
will serve beef-and-bean
stew. On November
17, Lorraine Francis
presents a baked-potato bar. There will be no
lunch on Thanksgiving, November 24. On December
1, Ben Myall will cook
sesame chicken with vegetable spring rolls.

Soup Supper Schedule
Warm up on fall Tuesdays at Soup Supper at 6 p.m. at the Church, and then
stimulate your mind with the programs that follow at 7 p.m. Here’s what’s scheduled for November:
November 1: Bob Anderson will present “Art and Life in an Alternate Universe,”
which includes a discussion of the art and culture of the Burning Man project.
November 8: Rudy Gahler will talk about his recent trip with Road Scholar (an
educational travel program affiliated with Elderhostel), hiking the Camino de Santiago trail in Spain. Gahler holds the Dog Island Run 80-and-older record.
November 15: Kevin and Holly Green speak about their adventures in Istanbul,
including Kevin’s experience with the health system in Turkey.
November 22: No Soup Supper
November 29: Attendees are invited to participate in a discussion about collecting. Jack Smith will share some of his collections and expertise.

Guests at the harvest festival at Gaia Rising
Farm help Sequoia Ferrel (second from left)
shell beans before pressing apple cider.

Holiday Bazaar
Coming November 26
After you’ve recovered from your
Thanksgiving stuffing, walk off some
calories at the Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, November 26. It’ll be held at the
Community Center and the Church from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
A wide variety of vendors will
display their crafts, including jewelry,
wood folk-art carvings, handmade baby
goods, jewelry, watercolor paintings, and
antiques. There will also be a bake sale,
and island organizations will be selling
fundraising items. It’s a great place to do
your holiday gift shopping and support
the Guemes Island Historical Society, the
sponsor of the event.
Vendors have until November 22 to
get their registration forms and checks
to Janice Veal at 4453 Edens Road, Anacortes, WA 98221. You can contact Veal
at 293-3721 or janiceaveal@gmail.com.
Indoor space is $25 for a six-foot table or
$10 for a card table. Space outside the
Church (bring your own table) is $25, or
$10 for the covered area in front of the
Church.
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By Edith Walden
Five new members of the Guemes
Island Planning Advisory Committee
(GIPAC) were introduced and elected by unanimous consent October 22.
The new members—Nancy Fox, Sandy
McKean, Kit Harma, Bruce Rooney,
and Stuart Charles—join Howard Pellett and Al Bush Jr. to form a committee whose existence is mandated by
the Guemes Island Subarea Plan. That
plan was adopted by the Skagit County
Board of Commissioners last January.
The committee’s job is to communicate
with county agencies and islanders regarding the plan.
Stuart Charles was not able to attend
but submitted the following statement
about his experience and desire to serve
on the committee:
“I spent my summers growing up
on my grandparents’ Guemes Island
summer cabin property from 1948
through 1963.
“Arden, my wife, and I purchased
our own property on North Beach in
1969 and built a summer cabin in 1972.
We spent summers and nearly every
weekend on the island from 1972 un-

courtesy arden charles

New Subarea Planning Group Formed

Retired architect Stuart Charles is the newest member of GIPAC.

til 2005, at which time we enlarged the
summer cabin and relocated to Guemes
Island as full-time residents. We have
contributed to the Guemes Mountain
project as well as the San Juan Preservation Trust and the Skagit Land Trust.
“I worked for NBBJ architects from
1965 until retirement in 2003 as a planner, designer, and ultimately project
manager/principal-in-charge. That time
span included small- and large-scale

commercial and institutional projects.
I also designed several waterfront residences located on Lake Washington,
Point No Point, Marrowstone Island,
and Lopez Island during that period
for friends and family. I have had the
opportunity both personally and professionally to work with a number of
city, county, and state agencies across
the United States concerning land use
and building design, including those of
Skagit County.
“I am familiar with land-use intent
and issues and would be pleased to work
with the Guemes Subarea Committee
to ensure the orderly development and
preservation of our island.”
Statements from the other four new
members appeared in the October issue
of the Tide (page 8).
Besides continuing the process of
forming the new group, a top priority
for GIPAC is to comment officially on
the recently published draft of the county’s Analysis and Characterization Report, an early step in revising the Shoreline Master Program (see story below).
The next meeting of GIPAC will
be on November 10 at 6 p.m. at the
Church. The public is welcome to attend GIPAC meetings.

County Moves Ahead on Shoreline Plan
By Nancy Fox
Skagit County is undertaking its first
major revision of the county’s Shoreline
Master Program (SMP) since its original adoption in 1976. An Analysis and
Characterization Report recently released by the county in draft form lays
the groundwork for this process.
The report assembles existing studies and data to provide an inventory and
analysis of current shoreline conditions
throughout the county.
Existing land use, priority habitat
areas, water quality, and wetlands are
just some of the features included and
assessed in the report.
Shoreline Master Programs (SMPs)
are mandated by state law in every
county, and the latest state guidelines
for SMP updates set some new directions. The guidelines now require that
SMPs must yield “no net loss of shore-

line ecological functions.” In addition,
cities and counties are now required to
plan for restoration projects to improve
degraded shorelines. The inventory report establishes the baseline against
which these factors can be measured.
At press time, the comment period for input on the draft report had
closed. However, the newly reconstituted Guemes Island Planning Advisory
Committee (see story above) submitted
comments requesting that the adopted
Guemes Island Subarea Plan—which
was created by Guemes residents and
adopted by the county commissioners
in January—be recognized and incorporated in the report.
Betsy Stevenson of the Skagit County Planning Department says she welcomes input on the shoreline planning
process at any time. She can be reached
at betsyds@co.skagit.wa.us or 336-9410

ext. 5879. She also noted that the public is welcome to attend meetings of the
county’s shoreline advisory committee,
which meets on the second Thursday of
each month at 5 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room at 1800 Continental Place in Mount Vernon.
After the Analysis and Characterization Report is finalized, the shoreline
advisory committee will begin working
on policy direction and specific recommendations for the SMP update. Topics to be addressed by the committee
each month will be posted on the Skagit
County Planning and Development
Services website. A draft of the new
County SMP is expected in early spring.
You can find more information
about the shoreline-planning process at
www.skagitcounty.net/planning; on the
right side, click “Shoreline Master Programs.”
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When

What

Time

Where

Contact

Nov. 1, Tues.

Brown Bag Book Club
Soup Supper: Bob Anderson on Art

1:30 - 3:00 pm
6:00 pm

Susan Rombeek's
Church

Susan Rombeek 293-0777
Martha Kline 588-6234

Nov. 2, Wed.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women’s Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Hall Walkers

10:30 - 11:30 am

Hall

Sandy Warmouth 293-3718

Gathering Luncheon: Chicken Pot Pie
Library Board Meeting

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
7:00 pm
Library

Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Carol Pellett 293-8128

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Nov. 3, Thu.

Nov. 4, Fri.

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 5, Sat.

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 6, Sun.

Church Council Meeting

8:00 am

Church

Martha Kline 588-6234

Daylight Savings Church Service: Remembrance Day

9:30 am

Church

Martha Kline 588-6234

Time Ends

Golden Rule Workshop

1:00 - 3:00 pm

Hall

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Nov. 7, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 9:30 am

7133 Glencoe Lane

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Nancy White 293-0118

Nov. 8, Tues.

Holiday Dinner Planning Meeting
Soup Supper: Rudy Gahler in Spain

7:30 pm
6:00 pm

Church
Church

Ann Cady 299-0595
Martha Kline 588-6234

Election Day

Fire Commissioners Meeting

7:30 pm

Fire Hall

Mike Stamper 293-4995

Nov. 9, Wed.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Hall Walkers

10:30 - 11:30 am

Hall

Sandy Warmouth 293-3718

Gathering Luncheon: Beef & Bean Stew

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Men's Book Club

7:00 - 9:00 pm

George Meekins 840-9391

Nov. 10, Thu.

Library

Nov. 11, Fri.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Veteran's Day

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Wine Tasting*

5:00 - 7:00 pm

Loft at the Store

Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Class: Making & Canning Chutney*

1:30 - 4:30 pm

Frea's Home

Carol Pellett 293-8128
Frea Woofenden 293-7448

Church Service: Stewardship Sunday
Strength-Building Group

9:30 am

Church

Martha Kline 588-6234

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 9:30 am

7133 Glencoe Lane

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Nancy White 293-0118

Historical Society Meeting

7:30 pm

Church

Win Anderson 293-4539

Library Book Club
Soup Supper: Kevin & Holly in Istanbul

8:00 pm
6:00 pm

Library
Church

Carol Pellett 293-8128
Martha Kline 588-6234

Knitting Night

7:30 pm

Carol Pellett's

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 12, Sat.
Nov. 13, Sun.
Nov. 14, Mon.

Nov. 15, Tue.

All events listed are open to the public (some require pre-registration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When
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Time

Where

Contact

Nov. 16, Wed.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast

8:00 am

Church

Kit Harma 293-5784

Women’s Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Hall Walkers

10:30 - 11:30 am

Hall

Sandy Warmouth 293-3718

Gathering Luncheon: Baked Potato Bar

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

GICCA Meeting

6:30 pm

Hall

Leslie Tysseling 293-2616

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 19, Sat.

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 20, Sun.

Church Service: Thanksgiving Sunday

9:30 am

Church

Fiber Arts

10:00 am - noon

Hall

Martha Kline 588-6234
Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Class: Introduction to Cheese Making*

1:30 - 3:30 pm

Frea's Home

Frea Woofenden 293-7448

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 9:30 am

7133 Glencoe Lane

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 22, Tue.

Yoga
No Soup Supper

6:30 - 8:00 pm
6:00 pm

Hall
Church

Nancy White 293-0118
Martha Kline 588-6234

Nov. 23, Wed.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Meeting

9:00 am

Store

Dixon Elder 293-8935

Fire Department Work Meeting

10:00 am

Fire Hall

Mike Stamper 293-4995

Women’s Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 17, Thu.

Nov. 18, Fri.

Nov. 21, Mon.

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Nov. 24, Thu.

Hall Walkers

10:30 - 11:30 am

Hall

Sandy Warmouth 293-3718

Thanksgiving

No Gathering Luncheon

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Nov. 25, Fri.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Holiday Bazaar

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Hall

Carl Cady 299-0595

Nov. 26, Sat.

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 27, Sun.

Church Service: Advent begins

9:30 am

Church

Martha Kline 588-6234

Nov. 28, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 9:30 am

7133 Glencoe Lane

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga
Senior Foot and Nail Clinic*

6:30 - 8:00 pm
8:30 am - 3:30 pm

Hall
Church

Nancy White 293-0118
Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Soup Supper: Collecting with Jack Smith

6:00 pm

Church

Martha Kline 588-6234

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Meeting

9:00 am

Store

Dixon Elder 293-8935

Fire Department Work Meeting

10:00 am

Fire Hall

Mike Stamper 293-4995

Women’s Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Nov. 29, Tue.
Nov. 30, Wed.

ONGOING

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

The Store will open later on weekdays (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday) starting November 1st through April 2nd.

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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Feld Sent to Western State a Fourth Time

Getting Into Halloween

time to conduct an independent competency evaluation.
On October 27, Prosecuting Attorney Rich Weyrich argued to Judge
Dave Needy that Feld—who had
again refused to come to the hearing—was delaying the case by his repeated refusals to appear and his outbursts. Weyrich urged, “Frankly, your
honor, [he’s been] found competent
twice. I think he is competent. Mr.
Feld should be ordered to be brought
down to court; we should proceed . . .
[to] set a trial date.”
Defense attorney Richards stated
that Feld had refused to meet with the Eight-month-old Betty Rae Woolworth prepares for Halloween. She is the daughter of
defense expert for a mental evaluation
Laura Larson and Michael Woolworth.
and had twice refused to meet with
Richards. He outlined several doctors’
all activities of daily living while in jail.
opinions that Feld could not remain
Weyrich suggested that there are
competent without taking antipsychotmedications that last for 30 days. Judge
ic medication. He noted that on three
Needy ordered Feld to be sent to Westcourt-ordered visits to Western State
ern State Hospital again for evaluation
Hospital Feld cooperated with the evaland treatment and directed that a trial
uations, voluntarily took medication,
be scheduled immediately upon a findand was then determined competent to
ing that Feld is competent.
stand trial, but added that on returning
In April 2010, Feld was charged with
to jail Feld refuses medication and his
multiple felonies, including attempted
condition deteriorates. In response to
questions from the judge, deputies con- homicide, assault, and arson, stemming
from an incident on Guemes.
firmed that Feld successfully performs

win anderson

By Edith Walden
On October 6, Skagit County Superior Court Judge Michael Rickert allowed Lawrence Delay, a private defense
attorney for Charles Feld, to withdraw
from the case. He reappointed Wes
Richards, the public defender who had
been representing Feld from the onset of
his case.
Richards expressed some concern
about representing Feld because Feld
had refused to meet with him and sent a
message telling him to kill himself.
As Delay made his statement withdrawing from the case, Feld interrupted,
“And you give that $10,000 back to my
wife, you g*****n whore.” (Delay had
been hired by Feld’s wife, Phyllis.) Feld,
who initially refused to appear in court
until Judge Rickert insisted, interrupted the proceedings several times, and
referred to the incident on “that island
that morning when they accused my
wife, blew up my house, and urinated
on my favorite white couch!” He then
began cursing and naming the officers
he was accusing and was escorted from
the courtroom. The case was continued.
On October 13, Judge Michael
Rickert continued the case for an additional two weeks to give the defense
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• in memoriam •

Gyneth Humble
Gyneth Rosella Humble, a resident
of Guemes for 44 years, died October 13
in Mount Vernon.
She was born in Keen, North Dakota, on October 20, 1923, to Ida and
Esten Kvernstoen and grew up in Sanish, North Dakota. She attended Minot
State College before moving to Seattle in
1942, where she worked for Nordstrom
and the Boeing Company. She married
George Humble in 1945. Three years
later they moved to Guemes Island.
George and Gyneth both worked at
Copeland Lumber Yard in Anacortes until retirement. George died in 1974.
Gyneth was an active member of
the Guemes Community Church, the
Women’s Fellowship, and the Reverend

Don Taylor’s Bible study group. More
recently she was the principal leader in
the family partnership that donated land
for the new parking lot north of the
Community Center. Years earlier, Gyneth and George had donated land between the Church and the Community
Center to the Church.
In 1992 she moved to Mountain
Glen Retirement Center in Mount Vernon.
Survivors include son Clive (Diane)
Humble of Burlington; granddaughter Julie Humble of Austin, Texas; and
grandson Mark Humble of Burlington.
A private family graveside service was
held at Edens Cemetery under the care
of Lemley Chapel, Sedro-Woolley.
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Learn to Make Cheese
and Chutney

edith walden

Ever wonder how cheese is made?
Seventeen people have already taken Frea Woofenden’s classes, and have
found that making cheese can be easy or
complicated, depending on the kind.
“Introduction to Cheesemaking” will
be offered again on November 20, from

Frea Woofenden (right) teaches Sharon
Hughlitt to make Manchego cheese.

1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Using simple ingredients, Frea will show you how to make
soft cheese the quick and easy way. Cost
of the class is $25.
Frea will also be offering a “Basic
Canning and Chutney Making” class
on November 12, from 1:30 to 4:30
p.m. The course fee is $35.
For more information or to register
for classes, contact Frea at 293-7448 or
freawoof@gmail.com.

Where Your Road Taxes Go
By Edith Walden
In response to an islander’s question at the August Ferry Forum, Skagit County
Public Works Director Henry Hash has issued a report that breaks down the Guemes
portion of the road tax levy and road levy expenditures on the island. (For the full
report, see www.linetime.org.)
In 2011, Skagit county property owners paid nearly 18 percent of their property
taxes to the county road fund. On average, Guemes property owners paid a total of
$441,478 per year in road taxes from 2006 through 2010—which is 3.85 percent of
the county total.
In those same five years, the county spent an average of $171,110 per year on
road operations on Guemes and $1,702,753 per year on ferry operations. The combined total equals 16.34 percent of the total county road levy assessments.
Effective July 2007, the agreement with the county targets road taxes to provide
35 percent of the ferry’s annual operating costs (excluding capital expenses, and subtracting revenue from a deficit reimbursement fund from the state for counties that
run ferries, and revenue from credits from the motor-vehicle fuel tax fund). The goal is
for ticket sales to cover the remaining ferry operating costs.
Hash’s figures indicate that road taxes have provided an average of 37.6 percent
of ferry operation expenses per year during the five-year range. Ticket sales during
those five years averaged $755,325 per year, for an average of 44 percent of yearly
ferry operation expenses (numbers provided by Carl Cady of the Ferry Committee). It’s
unclear whether revenues from the deficit reimbursement or the fuel tax funds have
been taken into account in Hash’s report.
In 2010, road taxes funded 34 percent and ticket sales funded 55 percent of ferry
operations, according to Hash’s figures.

Building a Compassionate Community
The Golden Rule—in essence, “Treat others as you’d like to be treated”—is the
foundation of ethics throughout the world. It is expressed by most religions, reflected in the philosophy of Immanuel Kant, and praised by scientists from Charles
Darwin to Albert Einstein.
Martha Kline and Jon Prescott will lead an interactive Golden Rule workshop
Sunday, November 6, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Community Center. Participants will
explore how the rule is expressed around the world, how it can be applied in our
lives, and its power to transform our community.
Activities include reflection, writing, discussion, movement, and a guided relaxation, and attendees will receive a free poster to take home. The workshop is free
and everyone is welcome, regardless of religious persuasion or political views.
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FIRE SAFETY

(continued from page 1)
detectors instead of combination
smoke/CO units, because each requires
different placement to be most effective.

The ABCs of fire extinguishers

Chief Stamper explained that extinguishers marked “ABC” are fine for
use in kitchens, near wood stoves, and
in your car. (A means the unit is for
trash or ordinary combustibles; B means
flammable liquids, grease, and gases; C
is for electrical fires.) At a minimum you
need a fire extinguisher in the kitchen
and close to a wood-burning stove.
Extinguisher size is measured in
pounds. Smaller units you see on sale
may not last long enough to put out a
fire. The minimum size he recommends
for home use is five pounds, but a tenpound extinguisher is good for the car.
Extinguishers with pressure gauges
are better than those with simple popup pressure indicator buttons, he says,
and it’s a good idea to turn them upside
down periodically and smack the bottom with a rubber mallet or similar object in case the contents have settled.
Check every six months or so to make

sure the pressure is in the green zone.
Fire extinguishers may last without refilling for up to 6 years, but
when they no longer hold pressure they
should be refilled by a professional service (see list in sidebar) or replaced.
Fire extinguishers that can’t be refilled may be recycled if empty (break
off the plastic nozzle section so the steel
cylinder is left open). But if they’re not
empty, take them to the hazardous materials area at the dump—not because
the contents are dangerous but because
they are under pressure.
For more about fire extinguishers,
visit www.fire-extinguisher101.com.

Prevent wood-stove problems
Most folks who heat with wood already know that it’s important to have
their stoves and chimneys cleaned
regularly and to burn only dry, seasoned wood. Chief Stamper adds that
the outsides of chimneys should be
checked periodically for cracked masonry, rusted pipe, and incorrectly
placed or aligned chimney caps. He
notes that many residential fires are
caused by burning logs rolling out of
the stove when the door is opened.

Please PASS the Fire Extinguisher
To help remember how to use an extinguisher, think of the acronym PASS:
Pull the pin at the top of the extinguisher. The pin releases a locking mechanism
and will allow you to discharge the extinguisher.
Aim at the base of the fire, not the flames. This is important—to put out the fire,
you must extinguish the fuel.
Squeeze the lever slowly. This will release the extinguishing agent. If you release
the handle, the discharge will stop.
Sweep from side to side, moving the extinguisher back and forth until the fire is
completely out. Operate the extinguisher from a safe distance, moving toward the fire
once it starts to diminish.
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Servicing Your Extinguisher
These two local companies service
and refill (as well as sell) residential fire
extinguishers:
• Alpine Fire and Safety Systems
(Burlington), www.alpinefire.com,
755-5444
• Pacific-Rim Fire (Anacortes), 202-3473

In the event of a chimney fire, damp
down the stove as much as possible and
call 911. Do not open the stove door, as
more air just feeds the fire.
Whatever the cause, if there is a fire
it’s important to figure out whether
you should try to put it out by yourself.
Chief Stamper advises erring on the side
of caution. “If you see a flame breaking
out, you can to try to extinguish it,” he
says. “But if you enter a room and the
blaze is well established, it’s best to get
everyone out and call 911.”
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On one of my happier days this year
I finally sold my 1934 Dodge. Mike
Courson, a man with the resources,
time, and talent to undertake restoration, has it torn apart in San Diego. He
keeps me apprised of his progress and
surprises, among them a shiny 1935
dime discovered among some mummified rodents. I told him that in 1935 the
dime would have purchased a gallon of
gasoline.
And it still will! With change! On
today’s market that little silver coin is
worth $4.
•
Last month’s Tide story on the Brado
North Beach store brought back a lot
of memories for islanders of the early 1960s. Tim Wittman’s saunter down
memory lane recalled a hunting adventure with Dean Brado. Both were
sixth-graders. The story goes that Dean
had a tag and a 30.06 rifle and a steady
enough aim to take a doe near the east
end of Edens Road. The boys “spent a
couple of hours” dressing it before hauling it to a tree near Brados’, where it was
hung for skinning. Picture the scene,
then, as Dean’s sister Jill arrived. She
had just watched the movie Bambi.
The episode so affected Tim that he
gave up hunting for the next 15 years.
•
For Ria Foster, a more pleasant

memory comes to mind. Ria bought the
Brado property, including the gas pump
and shelves stocked with groceries. “We
couldn’t use everything,” she recalls.
“Then Ray Lowman offered to build us
a fireplace in trade for the inventory.”
For a stonemason, Ray was slight—
Ria remembers him as “about 90
pounds.” But he was a sledgehammer
artist. The fireplace is still there.
•
Drew Norton has been pondering
again. Pondering why
a boat has a bow and
a prow and what’s the
difference? Pondering why we drive on a
parkway and park on
a driveway? Don’t encourage the man.
•
What a comedown
for Guemes Island
during the 20 years
separating the Great
War from the Greatest
Generation War.
During the shipyard boom/bust years
from 1917 to 1920 the island had a
store, a restaurant, a newspaper, and
telephone service, not to mention a
crew of some 600 men at work building wooden freighters for the war effort.
(And with the 18th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution banning liquor, a few
imaginative hardscrabble farmers discovered prosperous ways to “add value”
to grain crops.)
By the 1940s it was over: the bankrupt shipyard long gone; no newspaper;
store and café closed; the Prohibition
Amendment reversed. Great Depression. And now we learn, from a recently
discovered document in the Historical
Society archives, that the on-again-offagain telephone cable had been anchorclipped again. In September of 1943
the West Coast Telephone Company
informed islanders that due to wartime
beck lonstreet, 1996
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shortages “the armored submarine cable
will not be available for civilian use until
1945 at the earliest.”
And public electricity was still a
dream six years in the future.
•
After watching the Ken Burns
public-TV special on Prohibition last
month, I came across this riposte written by Guemes Beachcomber publisher and noted imbiber Charley L. Gant,
published on October 4, 1920:
A “SUFFRAGJEST”
By Charley L. Gant
They have taken all our whiskey,
they have taken all our beer,
They have made the land a desert
and have left us sitting here
With a dry and
puckered whistle
which will scarcely
play a note—
We fools who
loudly argued that the
women ought to vote.
I have rode the
bucking cayuce [sic]
across the desert sage
And I’ve done a lot
of tramping, for a fellow of my age;
I have trailed the
patient boro [sic]
across the snowy hill,
But I never once
suspected that the good, old, cider mill
Would be left to rust in silence
’neath the laden apple tree,
When the weary trip was ended and
the home hearth called for me,
But I find that home’s a desert,
there’s a cobweb in my throat—
I’m the sucker who once argued that
the women ought to vote.
•
The turkey was too big for the refrigerator, so Janice Veal thawed it on
the deck overnight for that memorable Thanksgiving some 25 years ago.
Next morning, big mystery: no turkey.
Then one of the boys spotted something
across the yard. The neighborhood raccoons had had a turkey feast.
The Veals had roast beef.
Happy Thanksgiving from all of us
at the Tide!
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By Paul Beaudet
Just a mile to the northeast of Clark
Point lies one of the crown jewels of the
San Juans, 217-acre Vendovi Island.
Last winter, the San Juan Preservation Trust (SJPT) embarked upon a
campaign to permanently protect Vendovi, the third-largest island privately
held by a single landowner in the entire
archipelago. This past summer the trust
invited members, many from Guemes
(including me), for a tour.
Vendovi is spectacular. Only a small
portion of the island has ever been developed, with a network of trails leading
to the more pristine areas. We arrived by
boat to the old home site, located on a
sheltered cove on the northwest corner
of the island. From there, trails lead to
beaches, forests, grasslands, and wetlands, all with diverse plant and animal
habitat.
One of the more surprising facts
about Vendovi is that there are no deer
anywhere on the island. Those of us
who garden know how voracious these
grazers can be, and their absence has
contributed to an abundance of flora
that is rarely seen on islands like ours.
According to Dean Dougherty,
SJPT’s stewardship director, some native plants get totally wiped out by deer,
or only persist in places deer can’t reach.
These include Oregon boxwood (Pachistima myrsinites), Columbia lily (Lilium
columbianum), delphiniums (Delphinium menziesii), and campanulas or bluebells (Campanula rotundifolia). Quite

Birthdays & Anniversaries
(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)
Trevor Hein turns 18 on November 7.
Jack Kilbreath turns 2 on November 7.
Marissa Townsend turns 9 on
November 7.
On November 14, Darrel Berg turns 91
and Phil McCracken turns 83.
Shaw Clifton turns 9 on November 15.
Lily-Rose Day turns 9 on November 25.
Rivers Olson turns 10 on November 26.
Skagit County turns 128 on
November 28.

photos by david wertheimer

Deer-Free Vendovi Is a Botanist’s Dream
Guemes, where they partnered with the
Skagit Land Trust to purchase and permanently protect 70 acres at the highest point on the island. SJPT also owns
the 40-acre Peach Preserve (known locally as the Demopoulos Marsh) on
Guemes’s south shore, and holds conservation easements on many other parcels on Guemes.
The trust was able to purchase Vendovi for $6.4 million. An anonymous
benefactor stepped forward with an outright gift of $3 million and a $3.4 million bridge loan. The trust received a $1

Trees dwarf visitors on a Vendovi trail.

a few other plants stay fairly stunted in the presence of intense deer
browse, such as camas (Camassia
quamash), paintbrush (Castilleja hispida), and fringecup (Tellima grandiflora).
All these plants and more are
thriving on Vendovi. A team of bot- A clump of ghostly-white Indian pipe
anists from the University of Washington’s Herbarium, part of the Burke
million challenge grant from another
Museum, surveyed the island and reanonymous family, and is now raising
ported that Vendovi is home to at least
funds for the next phase of the chal215 plant species, with wildflower dislenge.
plays that rival anything they’ve seen in
For more information about Vendovi
western Washington.
Island, or to find out how you can help
The San Juan Preservation Trust is
the preservation trust successfully comcurrently raising funds to finalize the
plete its fundraising, visit www.sjpt.org
purchase of Vendovi. They have a hisor phone (360) 468-3202.
tory of successfully completing projects like this across the islands, including the Save the Mountain campaign on
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Susie Everett, the Animal Lover’s Animal Lover
courtesy karen everett

ett has won numerous blue ribbons
By Karen Everett
as a show jumper in the “English
Susie Everett freely admits she
Pleasure Class.” This inclination
doesn’t much like human babies.
may be inherited, since her father
“Ick!” she laughs. “They’re yucky
was quite a horseman. “He used to
until they’re about two.”
ride his horse, Lady, from Everett
But babies of just about any
to Guemes in the late 1920s,”says
other species in the animal kingbrother Bill. “It would take a day
dom are another story. She adores
and a half.” (He and Lady also
them, takes care of them, and welonce tried to race a Model T down
comes them into her home and
Guemes Island Road. “The car folonto her property in the Valley.
lowed the curve and Lady went
Need a few examples? How
straight,” Bill recalls. “Dad broke
about Beep, the owl, whom a
lots of ribs.”)
young Susie helped rescue, raise
For 20 years, Susie has also
(feeding him beef hearts and dead
been the go-to island girl for sick
mice), and release? Or April, the
animals; islanders call her day and
baby deer, who slept in Susie’s bed
night. She works at Anacortes
when she was a kid and scrabbled
on her hooves across the linoleum? Susie Everett and mount Papa Bear, winners of numer- Animal Hospital, and is famous
for finding homes for—or just
How about the time Susie donned a ous blue ribbons, take a jump in 1982.
adopting—sick
or abandoned animals
wetsuit to swim with a rescued seal off
got to play with monkeys, goats, couWest Beach?
gars, herons, and rabbits, among others. dropped off there (the hospital serves as
the de facto Anacortes dog pound). “I
Susie’s affinity for animals might
“Growing up here with the McCrackthink I’ve found homes for 22 dogs just
have come from her grandfather, who
ens, you could open up any drawer in
had an 80-acre “gentleman’s farm” on
their house and almost be guaranteed to on Guemes Island in the past 20 years,”
she concludes.
Guemes in the early 1900s. “He used to find a cozy live animal,” she laughs.
Are there any animals Susie doesn’t
serve up his first corn to his animals beSusie’s animal passion led her into
love at first sight? “Snakes,” she says.
fore he gave it to his family,” laughs her
breeding French bulldogs. Now, after
brother (and my husband) Bill. “Maybe 20 years and hundreds of puppies, even “Oh, and coyotes.”
that’s where Susie got it from.”
Martha Stewart has an offspring of her
Susie also had some early help from
kennel, Tidewater French Bulldogs
her neighbors, the McCrackens, who
(for more information, see www.
have lived next door to the Everetts
tidewaterfrenchbulldogs.com).
since the 1960s. They also love all creaJust this spring and summer, she
tures great and small. As a kid, Susie
raised 14 puppies from 2 different litters. All but 2 recently sold. (Those 2
joined her home of, count ’em, 12 dogs
and 9 cats—a total that doesn’t include
her breeding stock.)
Jack and Sammy Everett are two of the 22
And then there’s her horsemanship.
dogs on Guemes Susie has saved.
An accomplished equestrienne, Ever-

Along with three statewide initiatives, two proposed
constitutional amendments, and numerous local elections,
three islanders are on the ballot for public offices in the
November 8 general election. All are unopposed.
Dixon Elder is running for District 3 Cemetery Commissioner; Armen (Chip) Bogosian is running for Fire District 17 (Guemes) Commissioner; and Jan Iversen is running for board member of
Hospital District 2 (Island Hospital). Elder and Iversen are incumbents.
Ballots must be postmarked by November 8 or dropped off in ballot boxes at
the Anacortes Library that day by 8 p.m.

karen everett

Don’t Forget to Vote

Wine Talk
Wines to
Fall For

By Mickey McEachern
Fall is here, with shorter, cooler days
and longer nights. Crab feeds and barbeques are just a wistful memory.
But I don’t mind. In fact, if I were to
rank the seasons for eating and drinking, fall would be number one. I like
summer’s casual fare; winter is all about
comfort food and big, juicy red wines;
and, well, spring is a lot like winter with
a dash of hope.
But fall, with its harvest bounty, is
when I spend extra time and care in the
kitchen—and I step up my wine selections a notch to match. Great wine
somehow goes with the crisp temperatures, the bracing smell of fallen leaves,
and the impending holidays.
Here’s a versatile selection of wines
for your Thanksgiving table—or for any
other November evening—with a nod
to bubbles that won’t break the bank.

Whites

Drouhin Laforet Chardonnay
2010: I try not to speak in absolutes,
but . . . no one makes better Chardonnay than the French. This entry-level
Bourgogne is clean and full of apple/
pear fruit that begs for a second glass.
$10.99.
Adelsheim Pinot Gris 2010: Made
by one of the patriarchs of the Oregon
wine industry, this Willamette Valley Pinot Gris is fresh, bright, and full of papaya and apples, with a creamy texture.
$15.99.
Charles Smith Kung Fu Girl Riesling 2010: Just because it’s Riesling does
not—repeat, not—mean it’s sweet. A
great Columbia Valley varietal with lychee and rose-petal fruit. Goes well with
spicy food and on the Thanksgiving table with its myriad flavors. A Washington state superstar. $10.99.

Reds

Drouhin Laforet Pinot Noir 2009:
Autumn is Pinot Noir time for me, and

edith walden

The Guemes Tide November 2011

17

Allegrini Palazzo delle Torre 2007:
Grown in the heart of Verona (think
Romeo and Juliet), this is made from
the Valpolicella grapes of Corvina, Rondinella, and Sangiovese. Full-bodied
Amarone in style, with tastes of dark
dried cherries, blackberries, dates, and
mocha. $19.99.

Sparkling

Mickey McEachern gets in a holiday wine
mood by the fire.

Taste These Wines
at the Store
We will have all these wines open for
tasting and available for sale at Anderson’s Store from 5 to 7 p.m. on Friday,
November 11.
There’ s a $5.00 charge for the tasting. (Sorry, the fee doesn’t apply to your
purchase—but it’s still a great deal.)

this is the best deal out there for a grape
that is notoriously expensive and can be
very difficult to grow. With its red berry
and cassis fruit, this is a perfect Turkey
red. $14.99.
Perrin & Fils Côtes du Rhône Villages 2009: From the finest vineyards
in the Côtes du Rhône region in France,
this is a mix of 60% Grenache, 20%
Syrah, and 10% Cinsault. It’s another
perfect fall wine—full-bodied and generous, with hints of thyme and rosemary. $11.99.
Cono Sur Organic Cabernet Sauvignon/Carmenere 2010: With flavors
of blackberry and mocha, this wine is
very concentrated and can handle bonfire evenings. And it’s organically grown!
$10.99.
Novelty Hill Royal Slope Red
2008: From Mike Januik, one of the
great Washington state winemakers, this
full-bodied quaff offers rich red plum,
blueberry, and currant, with a spicy finish. A blend of Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet Franc, Sangiovese, Petit Verdot,
Mourvèdre, and Cabernet Sauvignon
(but not the kitchen sink). $14.99.

Adami Prosecco: Also from the
Veneto region, Proseccos have enjoyed a
huge surge in popularity recently, thanks
to being both affordable and enjoyable.
This one is crisp-edged, lively, and fresh.
(A friend came back from Italy recently and discovered a great cocktail: Fill
a large wine glass with ice and Prosecco, and add 1 to 2 ounces of Aperol—
available at our local liquor store—with
a twist of orange garnish. A fabulous,
bright-orange drink!) $14.99.
Gruet Blanc de Noirs: A blend of
75% Pinot Noir and 25% Chardonnay.
Fine salmon color and explosive flavors,
with a luscious creamy texture and a
hint of raspberries. One of the best-value domestic bubblies out there. $14.99.
(By the way, Costco’s house-brand
Kirkland Champagne is real Champagne and quite good. It’s only $20.00,
while most nonvintage Champagne cuvees start around $30.00.)
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Want the Tide to flow into your
mailbox? Subscriptions are $20
per year (10 issues). Our address
is on page 2.

Looking Back
Five Years Ago
Building-code violations resulting
from structural work under the Community Center threaten to close the
Hall to public use unless corrections are
made. (They were. —Ed.)
Edith Walden’s quince orchard earns
the first Sustainable Guemes Award.
A 2,700-kilowatt-hour grid-tied,
battery-backup solar-electric generation
plant is installed at the home of Chip
and Shellie Bogosian.
—The Evening Star, November 2006
Ten Years Ago
A gourmet dinner at the Community Center raises $1,400 for the Anacortes chapter of the Red Cross, according to chair Sandy Warmouth.
Commissioner Don Munks throws
his support behind a proposed subarea
plan for Guemes Island.
At the behest of Commissioner
Munks, the Board of Commissioners
approves a recommendation to hire an
outside firm to review all aspects of the
ferry system.
—The Evening Star, November 2001
Fifteen Years Ago
The Community Center Council
votes to contact the Gyneth Humble

courtesy anacortes museum/guemes island historical society

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society

Charley Gant, editor of the Guemes Beachcomber, shown circa 1918 (when he still
favored the women’s right to vote—see
Beachcombing, page 14).

family about the possible purchase of
land north of the Hall for parking.
A proposed rezone at the landing
from Rural Intermediate to Neighborhood Business for a store/gas station
sought by Win and Elaine Anderson is
delayed again due to a technicality.
PUD signs a desalinization contract
for the Potlatch Water District.
—The Evening Star, November 1996.
Ninety-One Years Ago
• “J. C. Drake has moved his store
from the wharf into the old Guemes
Island Grocery building where he
has more room and a much better
building, with no danger of being
‘Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep.’”
• “The Ferry Guemes was successfully
hauled onto the ways at the Western
Iron Works and while she was in
sore need of calking and painting,
her planking was found in much
better condition than expected.”
• “The month of September, just past,
was the wettest month in all history,
so near as we can glean, with the
possible exception of the rain prognosticated and realized by the Rev.
Mr. Noah quite a spell ago.”
—Charley Gant’s Guemes Beachcomber, October 4, 1920

