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Sculpture Lost and Found
photos by Kirsten Maersk-Ingram

A Guemes Artist Tells a Story of Serendipity
By Leo Osborne
While living in Maine in the
I tried to have Alan and others see if
mid-1980s, I was inspired to carve
they could find it, to no avail. I finally
two merganser ducks out of a redfigured I would never see that piece of
wood burl after watching their
art again and simply forgot about it.
springtime mating dance on water.
In October 2010, I received email
Some years later, I was asked to
from a gentleman in London, a Mr.
send a sculpture to Great Britain for
Dykes, who also sent a picture of—
the 1996 International Wildlife Art
yes—The Mergansers. Fourteen years afAuction at Christie’s. With great enter disappearing, the piece resurfaced at
thusiasm I made arrangements and
a little auction house in South London,
The Mergansers was selected to go
where Mr. Dykes, who loves wood,
to auction. Unfortunately, the piece
bought it. Only after taking it home
did not sell.
and looking closeThen, as life’s unusual events transly did he find my
pired, I was asked by a friend and British wildlife painter,
signature and was
Alan Hunt, if I would like him to take it to the gallery
he able to contact
that represented him. I accepted his kind offer, which
me. I could not beeliminated my need to ship it back to the U.S.
lieve it!
These original sculptures
Disappearing ducks
are sneaky little
At that time in my life I was going through a dark
things. Tom Robnight of the soul and I did not give my total attention
bins writes about
to this event in the UK. I didn’t have email, and the ar- Top: Leo is reunited with his sculpture The
inanimate
objects
rangements were all made by phone—no paper trail.
Mergansers at the Ingram Fine Art and Antiques
Gallery. At bottom is a detail of the work.
Somehow, somewhere, the sculpture vanished.
(continued on page 4)

Fire Department Acquires “Jaws of Life” Rescue Tools
By Mike Stamper, Fire Chief
The Guemes Island Fire Department
has purchased the “jaws of life”—the
hydraulic extrication tools that enable
emergency responders to rescue victims
quickly from crushed vehicles or structures. The fundraising campaign raised
nearly $15,000 toward the $25,000 goal
needed to purchase new equipment.
When it became clear the fundraising effort would fall short of the total
needed, Lieutenant Tom Fouts began to

look for used gear. He found tools that
had been lightly used for demonstration
and training purposes by the well-established fire-equipment suppliers L. N.
Curtis & Sons.
Fouts negotiated a great deal, and
the department acquired a complete
set of Hurst hydraulic tools and a new
Honda hydraulic pump that is capable
of running two tools at once. The tools
are in great shape. “We came out better than we originally expected in this

transaction,” Fouts states, “and we’ve
reestablished a rapport with a very costeffective supplier.”
The department spent an additional
$3,000 from the regular budget to purchase Rescue 42 stabilization struts. The
struts stabilize a vehicle or structure at
the accident scene, ensuring safety for
victims and rescuers.
The new gear is now in service and
is being carried on the department’s
(continued on page 5)
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Letters
Dangerous gossip

Dear editor,
Never in my wildest dreams did
I think it would be incumbent upon
me to remind my senior-citizen island
neighbors of the meanness and tragedy
that loose talk and insufficient data will
cause for our island neighbors.
Recently there have been some unsettling circumstances on the island that
involved police presence and considerable angst for the principals. The outcome of these events has involved some
of our neighbors in a peripheral way,
which made them privy to one side of
an issue and solicited their sympathy.
These circumstances have generated
sympathetic gossip, which borders on
slander. It is hurtful and has ensnared
others in a web that has no relevance
to this issue.
It is incumbent upon these malicious
gossips to apologize personally to those
they have whispered to about this issue.
Should they be reluctant to admit their
slander, I will do all I can to persuade
the principals to seek relief through the
law.
During my relatively short stay on
this island I have come to respect my
neighbors more than I have anywhere
else I have lived. Please don’t disappoint
me with such mean-spirited behavior.
—Tom Fouts

Your Feedback, Please!
With this issue The Guemes Tide begins its third year. While
a few of you make comments now and then to our all-volunteer
staff (we love hearing from you), we don’t have much information to back up our hunches about what interests our readers.
Inserted in this issue is a green questionnaire. We hope you’ll
take a few minutes to fill it out and send it to us in the enclosed
envelope (you can also drop them off at the Store). There’s a duplicate on the back
for another household member.
Your feedback will help us plan the direction of future issues and will let us
know if there are features we should spend more time on or others that we should
drop. Thanks for your help.

Is It Time to Renew
Your Subscription?
Now is the time for most of our subscribers to renew their subscriptions. If
the expiration date on your address label
reads “Expires 2012.02,” we’d love to receive your renewal by February 20. This
will ensure you won’t miss a single issue
of the Tide.
There are two ways to renew:
• A gold renewal form and selfaddressed envelope are included with
this issue for your convenience.
• You can now renew online, paying by credit or debit card. Just visit our
website at guemestide.org and, in the
top right, click “Subscribe.”
Questions? Please drop us a line at
subscriptions@guemestide.org.

Welcome to Our New Calendar Editor
We’re pleased to announce that Lynn Prewitt has volunteered to be the Tide’s
new calendar editor.
Lynn will be using her planning skills from her career as a transportation planning engineer to track and chart the numerous island events that are outlined in
each month’s calendar. You can help her by sending the details of your event to
calendar@guemestide.org by the 15th of each month.
Lynn is the wife of Norm Prewitt, the recently elected treasurer of the Guemes
Island Community Center Association, and mother of islander David Prewitt. Norm
and Lynn have owned property on Guemes for over three years and intend to relocate here permanently from Mercer Island by the summer.

Writer(s) needed too!

Speaking of volunteers, the Tide is in urgent need of at least one experienced
writer/reporter who’s willing to accept assignments and editing. The time commitment could be as little as a few hours a month. We strive to produce the paper in a
sustainable manner, and right now the workload is being shared by too few people.
If you know of anyone who might be interested, please have them contact
editorial@guemestide.org. —The editors

Subscriptions are $20 a year (10
issues). Subscribe or renew online at
guemestide.org; or send your address and a
check made out to The Guemes Tide to: The
Guemes Tide, 7885 Guemes Island Road
#1, Anacortes, WA 98221.
Advertising: Space reservations are due
the 15th of the month preceding issue date;
camera-ready artwork is due the 22nd.
Contact advertising@guemestide.org.
The Guemes Tide (USPS #014-902) is
published monthly except in January and
August by the Guemes Island Historical
Society, Win Anderson, publisher, 7885
Guemes Island Road #1, Anacortes, WA
98221. Periodical postage paid at Anacortes,
Washington.
Contents © 2012 by The Guemes Tide
except as otherwise noted. Bylined articles
and attributed artwork are published by
permission, with all rights retained by their
creators. Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily those of the publisher. Unsolicited manuscripts and artwork dealing with
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Ferry-News Roundup
By Judith Horton
With two months since the last issue
of the Tide, there’s a lot of ferry news to
report.

County projects keep
Beck busy

tee chair Glen Veal, involved some long
delays in after-hours emergency service.
Veal explained that these were mostly
due to a stipulation in the union contract requiring that overtime hours be
offered according to seniority. Since all
the ferry captains live about 20 minutes from the ferry, calling one at a time
can impede a timely response. All parties have subsequently agreed that the
911 operator now call all captains at the
same time.
It was also mentioned that captains
had once been required to live within
10 minutes of the ferry, and that islanders wishing to direct the county’s attention to this issue should contact Commissioner Ron Wesen.

judith horton

As usual, Ferry Operations Division
Manager Rachel Beck has several projects requiring her attention, including
the 2012 haulout and maintenance. According to Beck, neither of the bids the
county received for the project in December was appropriate. “One was considered nonresponsive,” she explained,
“and the other came in at more than
$100,000 over the engineer’s estimate of
roughly $256,000.”
As a result, Public
Works (PW) is rebidding
the project, with a new
bid opening on March 5.
Beck explained that this
bid allows for more flexibility with the dates for
the haulout, so the exact
timing is not yet known.
“We do know that the vessel must be hauled out prior to October 1, 2012, for Ferry Committee members (left to right): Anne Casperson,
Steve Orsini, Glen Veal, and retiring member Carl Cady.
our Coast Guard inspection,” she stated.
Beck also explained the delay with
Other topics discussed were pursuthe new automated ticketing system,
ing a public dock for Guemes, re-gradcaused by programming the required
ing the ramp to the upper parking lot so
software.“There have been many kinks
it isn’t so steep, and the upcoming riderto work out as we customize the sysship survey.
tem,” said Beck. “A web component is
The meeting next addressed the prialso being set up so that customers can
orities for the 2012 Annual Work Plan,
purchase tickets online via our website.” which are currently focused on ticketShe thanked islanders for their patience, ing, creating a more permanent ferry
and hopes to have it up and running
(continued on page 4)
soon.

Ferry Committee meetings provide answers and questions

The Ferry Committee (FC) has recently held two public meetings—the
fourth-quarter meeting on December
4 and the annual meeting on January
15—to keep islanders informed of ferryrelated issues, address islanders’ concerns, and solicit their feedback.
The main issue at the fourth-quarter meeting, presided over by commit-
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Ferry Makes a
Hard Landing
By Win Anderson
There were no reported injuries or
damage to vehicles in the hard landing
by the ferry M/V Guemes on December
5. The boat was slowed to a speed estimated at two knots when it crashed into
the leading edge of the wing wall, crushing five or six 12-by-12 20-foot timbers
sheathed with a one-inch thick plastic
facing, according to Ferry Manager Rachel Beck’s official report.
The captain, 57-year old Bradley
Rice, sounded the horn as a warning
when he was unable to control his approach, and deckhand Emily Grober
warned passengers on deck to grip the
rail securely. Stephanie Ashley told the
(continued on page 12)

Keeping It Safe:
Tips for Ferry Riders
Because the Guemes ferry crossing is brief and many of us do it often,
it’s easy to forget that you’re on a
vessel making a marine voyage, and
things can go wrong.
Set your parking brake and cut
the engine as soon as you are parked
by the deckhand. Keep your seat belt
fastened.
The most dangerous part is the
approach to the dock. If you venture on deck, return to your car well
before the ferry lands, and never walk
between vehicles when the boat is
landing.
For good measure, take time to
familiarize yourself where life jackets
are located.
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“Juxtapose”: Leo Osborne’s Solo Show

(continued from page 1)
taking on lives of their own. I believe
that sometimes happens with my original works when they go away—especially in this case. They were sent abroad
and just wanted to have some fun for a
while. Well, Mr. Dykes, you better keep
a close eye on The Mergansers, for they
can swim at whim!
So life goes on, and I keep creating.
And then . . . the rest of the story.

The rest of the story

This past December my wife, Jane,
and I were in Charleston, South Carolina, where I had just finished a solo show
in the French Quarter at the Martin
Gallery. On our walk there, Jane looked
into the Ingram Fine Art and Antiques
Gallery and said, “Oh my God, Leo,
isn’t that your Mergansers on that table?”
Larry Ingram, who knew my work
decades ago in Maine, had found this
piece on an eBay auction. It had arrived
from London just about the same time
that Jane and I had landed in Charleston—how ’bout that?

FERRY NEWS

(continued from page 3)
schedule, and looking more closely at
the fare-recovery model currently used
by the county (which directly affects
fares). Attendees also wanted information about what the county had done to
cut ferry operating costs.
Lastly, nominations were accepted
for the upcoming FC elections to fill the
vacancy created when Carl Cady retires
from his position. Sally Stapp was the
only nominee.

Annual meeting summary

The January annual meeting included a review of the major events that engaged the FC during 2011: the fare increase, the Skagit Transit terminal at the
ferry landing, and the summer Sunday
schedule.
Topics for 2012 were also addressed
under Veal’s guidance. The ridership survey, now slated for mid-March, is still
under discussion. According to the FC,
the original intent of the survey was

Photos by PETER KUEHNLIN, KP STUDIOS

SCULPTURE LOST AND FOUND

Eagle Song (above)
and American
Lovers (right)

Leo Osborne exhibited an innovative solo show at the Martin Gallery in
Charleston, South Carolina, last October. Shown were 13 of Osborne’s bronze
and wood sculptures. Each sculpture
was accompanied with a painting
by Osborne that was inspired by the
sculpture.
The juxtaposition of painting and
sculpture created a fascinating contrast
and showed the breadth of Osborne’s
talent.
Osborne is renowned nationally
and internationally for his wildlife sculpture and has won numerous awards. His
work has been shown in China, Japan,
Europe, and all over North America.

I walked into the gallery and picked
up the sculpture, and with tears in my
eyes, caressed my work after 15 years of
being “lost.” Larry’s wife, Kirsten, came
in, saw me with sculpture in hand, and
knew exactly what was going on. She
embraced me and the sculpture, and
wept with my wife for this amazing
moment in life and art.

The Mergansers had in fact swum the
Atlantic, and could have landed anywhere on the green planet, but decided to land in Charleston where I would
once again be gifted by their presence.
Life is so serendipitous. If we allow ourselves to be in that place of magic, then magic happens to us . . . and
around us.

to find out if the majority of islanders wanted a return of late weekend
runs, which—if spread across all fares—
would increase the cost of each trip for
everyone by about 30 cents. However,
in the last draft from the county, questions about the added cost had been
dropped. Further work is now proposed
to understand the county’s intent with
the survey.
The 2012 Work Plan was covered
again, and FC members stated that
a fare report will be presented to the
county commissioners in April. Committee members hope to be able to have
input on this report, unlike last year.
Veal reported that the county has
told the FC that there is to be no further discussion about keeping a walkon dock on the Guemes side at this
time due to cost.
Attendees asked how decisions regarding parking and the position of the
bike rack are made. The FC will discuss
these issues with PW.

Questions were also asked regarding the 10-punch card, and FC members explained the problematic nature of
these cards regarding revenue. Some islanders offered ideas that might counter
many of these concerns.
Howard Pellett nominated himself for the vacant FC position, in opposition to Sally Stapp. The additional
nomination means that a ballot must
be mailed out, costing about $560. The
Ferry Committee is not funded. Islanders and island organizations are asked to
contribute to cover the election costs.
Donations can be made online at
linetime.org, dropped off at Anderson’s
Store, or mailed to The Ferry Committee, 7885 Guemes Island Rd #6, Anacortes, WA 98221.
At the end of the meeting Carl Cady
was thanked for his years of diligent service and received an enthusiastic round
of applause from all in attendance.
For more details of these meetings,
see the FC site on linetime.org.

Fire Personnel in Transition
Assistant Chief and Fire Commissioner Resign; Olivia Snell Promoted

JAWS OF LIFE

According to Francis, the commissioners asked him to reconsider his resignation. He has been reinstated as assistant fire chief and will serve as interim
maintenance engineer until a newly
opened paid position is filled. He will
continue to oversee maintenance in his
role as assistant chief.
The maintenance position is posted on the bulletin boards and on the
Guemes Island Fire Department website, guemesfire.org.

Other department news

• The commissioners unanimously
promoted Olivia Snell to lieutenant on
December 13. Snell has demonstrated
leadership in the department, especially
in sharing her water-rescue knowledge
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and skills. She came to the department
with a great deal of experience in both
water rescue and vessel operations, having served in the U.S. Coast Guard for
six years on rollover rescue vessels. In
the intervening years, she has skippered
whale-watching and charter boats, and
worked aboard the Snell family commercial fishing boat. Snell graduated
from the Skagit County Recruit Academy with honors in November 2010.
• Zander Woofenden completed his
EMT training in December. He and
sister Claire Woofenden completed the
driving test to be certified in emergency vehicle incident prevention. Zander
can now drive emergency vehicles during emergencies. Claire still needs to
complete classroom work and will be allowed to drive only with a certified driver during training drills until she is 18.
• Tim Powell began the demanding
EMT course in late January.

Fire Chief Pays Tribute
Fire Chief Mike Stamper
paid special tribute to
Chief Felix Edmunds and
Jack Fees at the annual
Fire Department potluck in
December. Edmunds has reretired after devoting nearly
30 years as chief and, later,
as maintenance supervisor.
Fees has retired as commissioner, having completed
Fire Chief Mike Stamper, with former Chief/Maintehis six-year term.
nance Supervisor Felix Edmunds and retiring Fire
Chief Stamper organizCommissioner Jack Fees.
es this annual gathering as
a way to “bring together the
emergency response family” in a relaxed, stress-free setting, something that never
happens on a callout. Once again he thanked all the volunteers for their service as
well as spouses and other family members who act as a support group.

tures and get them on the way to the
hospital as quickly as possible.
The fundraising campaign was coordinated by firefighter Lori Stamper,
originally conceived as her Senior Project (a required activity for all Anacortes
High School graduates).
While the formal fundraising campaign has come to a close, the department continues to welcome donations
to help defray the cost of the stabilizaThe newly acquired Hurst extraction tools
tion gear.

edith walden

(continued from page 1)
ambulance. Firefighters are working
with the equipment and will participate in focused training over the coming
months. In mid-February, L. N. Curtis
& Sons will provide specialized handson training with the Hurst tools.
Speaking for the department, we
are so thankful to everyone who provided much-needed support to allow us to
purchase the “jaws of life.” It is a relief
to know we have the tools to rapidly extricate victims pinned in cars and struc-

Maintenance engineer
position open

win anderson

According to minutes submitted by
Commissioner Richard “Nick” Nicolls
of a fire commissioners’ work meeting
on December 19, an argument about
the purchase of radio batteries resulted
in the angry resignations of Assistant
Fire Chief and Maintenance Engineer
Gerry Francis and Commissioner Jim
Dugan.
After serving nearly 16 years as fire
commissioner for Skagit County Fire
District 17 (Guemes Island), Dugan
stated in his letter of resignation, “I resigned because I felt that Assistant Chief
Francis was more important to the department at this time than I was.” His
term ends in two years.
Dugan was known for his attention
to details in department operations. He
credits the department with upgrading
equipment and training, expanding the
vehicle garage, and raising the levy to
adequately fund operations during his
tenure. Dugan told the Tide, “I’m happy
with what I did, and I wish I could have
done more. It was time for me to go.”
At a special meeting on December
30 that, according to the meeting minutes, lasted 10 minutes, firefighter Deb
Bear and Tom Murphy presented brief
descriptions of their backgrounds and
qualifications to be a commissioner.
Commissioners Nicolls and Jack Fees
voted to appoint Murphy to fill the
term of the position left open by Dugan’s resignation. (See article on page
15 about the new commissioner.)

The Guemes Tide February 2012
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Farm Founder Will
Receive Sustainable
Guemes Award
The fifth Sustainable Guemes
Award, sponsored by the Harma family,
will be presented to Sequoia Ferrel on
Saturday, February 4, at 2 p.m. at the
Church Fellowship Hall. Everyone is
welcome to attend the presentation.
Ferrel and her husband, Lane
Parks, are the founders of Gaia Rising
Farm and are working to grow staple
food for the community that will keep
or grow throughout the year. They
use only rainwater for irrigation, and
manual labor to avoid the use of fossil
fuels.
The award, first presented in 2006,
acknowledges island projects and lifestyles that demonstrate a commitment
to protecting the environment.

No Historical
Society Meeting
The February monthly meeting of
the Historical Society has been canceled
in favor of unscheduled work sessions at
the office for organizing and filing clippings and photos. Persons wishing to be
involved in this important part of the
society’s work can contact Carol Harma at 293-5784 prior to February 15
or Carol Deach at 708-2726.

Senior Foot and Nail
Appointments Available
Appointments are available for foot
and hand care on Tuesday, February 21,
from 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.at the Church.
Call Lisa Beaver of Visiting Nurse
Home Care at 632-1684 to make an
appointment and tell her you are a
Guemes Island senior. Foot care is $19
and fingernail care is $6. Bring a small
towel.

Carol Steffy Exhibits Art at Store
Islander Carol Steffy will display
watercolor and acrylic paintings and
pen-and-ink drawings at the Store
during February and March. A reception with the artist is scheduled
on Friday, February 3, from 5 to 7
p.m. in the Loft at the Store. Mike
Marker and his son will play slide
guitar blues beginning at 5:30 p.m.
Steffy has a degree in illustration
from California State University.
She has also taken graduate classes
Carol Steffy’s Moment of Decision will be disin art, and worked for a summer as
played in her show at the Store.
an assistant to island sculptor Philip
McCracken. She also sculpts and works with clay.
She worked as a designer at a Chinese tableware corporation and recently retired to Guemes from her job teaching children with autism in Bothell.
Her relocation to Guemes has been inspiring. “Everywhere I look I see another painting,” Steffy says. “The changing climate, light, and seasons make the island
rich in opportunities.”

New Phone Books Have Arrived!
The 2012 Guemes Island Telephone Directory
arrived from the printer in mid-January. Copies are available for $5 at the Store and at the
Church when it’s open for events. Experienced
islanders often buy several, including copies to
carry in their vehicles.
The phone books are prepared and produced by the Guemes Island Community
Church Women’s Fellowship. Carol Harma
was the editor for this year’s edition, assisted
by many consultants—all volunteers.
The 45-page book includes more than
600 listings of Guemes residents, island organizations, services, businesses, and emergency
numbers. Many listings now include email
addresses, updated from the discontinued
Gerry Francis purchases a new
cablerocket.com addresses.
phone book from Carol Harma,
Need to make a correction? Email your in- who was the book’s editor.
formation to Carol Harma at cbharma@yahoo.
com or Anne Passarelli at passarellia@clear.net.

Italian Wine Tasting at the Store
Mickey McEachern will present 10 wines from eight wine regions in Italy on Friday, February 10, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Loft at Anderson’s General Store. There will be
a charge of $5.00 to taste all 10 wines.
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Men’s Breakfast and
the Space Needle
The Men’s Breakfast will meet February 15 at 8 a.m. at the Church. Gary
Curtis will talk about the 50th anniversary of the Space Needle.
Curtis oversaw the structural engineering plans for the foundation and
top house of the Needle. The engineering feat was completed in only 12
months, from the start of the design to
the finish of construction.
The Men’s Breakfast meets the third
Wednesday of every month. Everyone is
welcome to attend the program, which
starts at 8:30.
Contact Kit Harma at 293-5784 for
more information.

February Soup
Supper Programs
On most Tuesday evenings, islanders are invited to attend Soup Suppers
at the Church. Dinner is served at 6
p.m. and programs follow at 7 p.m.
Here’s the February lineup:
February 7: Gabriel Bean and
Tiana Smith of Square Harbor Brewery
will talk about brewing beer at home,
including some recent changes in
Washington law and a bit of the ancient history of beer.
February 14: Kurt Hoelting, author
of The Circumference of Home: One
Man’s Yearlong Quest for a Radically
Local Life, will speak about his year
exploring the area within a 62-mile
radius of his home on Whidbey Island,
traveling only by foot, bicycle, kayak,
and public transit.
February 21: Geologist Gary Kiver
will present “Guemes Island: Land of
the Geological Immigrants.” Kiver will
trace the development of the island
through the plate tectonics setting, describe the influence of Ice Age glaciers,
and speculate on future geological
developments.
February 28: The film Journey of
the Universe will be shown. Evolutionary philosopher Brian Thomas Swimme
connects the birth of the cosmos to
the frontiers of the human genome in
an attempt to inspire a closer relationship of humans with Earth.
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Class Acts
There are lots of talented, knowledgeable people on
Guemes—and lots of folks who want to learn something
new. Starting with this issue, the Tide offers a preview of upcoming classes and workshops taking place on the island. If
you’d like us to include your class or workshop, send details to
editorial@guemestide.org by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. Classes will no longer be listed in the Community Calendar insert.

Make a Dream Catcher

Learn to make a dream catcher in Rosie Cayou’s class at Anderson’s Store,
February 8 at 5:00 p.m. All ages are welcome. $10 fee includes materials. Contact Charlotte at 293-4548 for information (preregistration not required).

Valentine Caramel & Chocolate Workshop

Just in time for Valentine’s Day! Sue Roberts will teach a caramel and
chocolate workshop at the Church on February 11 from 9:15 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. $110 for materials and instructor fee. Contact Sue at 293-8878 or go
to caramelhappiness.com to register.

Cheese-Making: Mozzarella

This mozzarella is a stretched-curd cheese that can be used sliced or melted
in many different recipes. Frea Woofenden will show you how to make this fast,
easy variety in her hands-on class on February 12 at 1:30 p.m. $30 fee. Contact
Frea at 293-7448 or freawoof@gmail.com for details.

Storytelling With the Figure

Sue Roberts teaches a two-day, intensive workshop designed for both beginning and experienced artists. Sue will demonstrate building a small figure or
bust in clay, guiding students in using the figure to tell a story, with an emphasis
on humor. Demonstrations of figure construction, surface design, and finishing
and glazing techniques will be followed by concentrated studio time and individual attention. $225 includes materials, firing fee, and instructor. Contact Sue
at 293-8878 or go to towerartstudio.com to register.

Free Soo Bahk Do Workshop

Three free 2-hour introductory Soo Bahk Do classes will be held on February 17, 18, and 19 at the Hall from 5 to 7 p.m. Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan
(sometimes known as Korean Karate) is a martial-art form emphasizing balance,
focus, and control. It can be practiced by people of all ages and abilities, including those with special physical needs. All ages welcome (children 7 and under
must be accompanied by an adult). Contact Blaine LaCross at 299-0418.

Gathering Lunches in February and Beyond
After a brief break for the holidays, the Gathering lunches resumed on January
12, only to be canceled the following week due to the snow.
Here’s the menu for February and the first week in March:
On February 2, Lorraine Francis will serve hot turkey sandwiches. On February 9, Jan Iversen presents macaroni and cheese. On February 16, Sharon Hughlitt
cooks pork loin roast. On February 23, Juby Fouts and Lorraine Francis dish out
“comfort food.” On March 1, Gail Messett prepares chicken curry.
Gathering lunches are served on Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. for a
suggested donation of $4.
Extra help and cooks are always welcome. If you’d enjoy being a part of this fun
island activity, contact Lorraine Francis at the lunch or at 293-8364.
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Holiday Dinner Serves 100-Plus
having time to talk with Santa and
choose a gift from his bag. The evening
ended early enough for participants
to watch the boat parade on Guemes
Channel.
judith horton

The potluck Holiday Dinner was
held December 10. Islanders brought
a large variety of side dishes and desserts to complement the ham, turkey,
mashed potatoes, and gravy provided
by the sponsors (see list below). In all,
about 102 people were served.
Festivities began with children’s activities at the Church, where the focus was on creating edible treats for
Guemes birds. Kids stuffed pine cones
with peanut butter, hung apple slices
with thread, and made traditional cranberry and popcorn strings. Then everyone gathered for a special story read by
Carol Harma.
Dinner followed in the beautifully
decorated Hall. Santa and Mrs. Claus
paid their yearly visit, with each child

Danni Lynn Snell talks to Santa and Mrs.
Claus at the Holiday Dinner.

Thanks to those who made it possible!

courtesy gladish family

Sponsoring organizations: Community Church, GICCA, GIPOA,
GIVE, Guemes Island Fire Department,
Guemes Connects, CERT, Library, Historical Society, and Ferry Committee
Cooks: Guemes Connects and the
Guemes Island Community Council
Association—Lorraine Francis, Julie
Pingree, Anne Casperson
Coffee and juice: CERT and the Library—Gail Nicolls, Carol Pellett
Decorations: Toni Schmokel, tables;
Edith Walden, Hall
Setup: Ferry Committee—Glen
Veal, Steve Orsini, Carl Cady, Anne
Casperson

Outside lighting: Fire Department—
Olivia Snell, Claire Woofenden
Children’s activities: Kathy Finks,
Carol Harma, Betty Curtis
Emcee: Bob Cummings
Santa and Mrs. Claus: visitors from
the North Pole
General help: Guemes Island Property Owners Association
Cleanup: led by the Guemes Island
Community Council Association board
Dishwashing: Men’s Breakfast
group—Kit Harma, Bob Anderson, Bob
Snell, Larry Bohall, Don Passarelli, and
Gary Curtis
Signage: Bob Anderson

“Tangos and
Tinsel” at the Hall
By Holiday Matchett
The Community Center was
the scene of the eighth installment
(and fifth anniversary concert) of
the Guemes Island Chamber Music
Series on December 23.
Titled “Tangos and Tinsel,” the
concert was well attended and the
musicians were full of energy with a
program of Mozart, Bach, Giordani,
Vivaldi (“Winter” from The Four Seasons), “Adeste Fideles” by J. F.Wade,
and three lively, toe-tapping tangos,
plus an encore of “Blue Tango” by
Leroy Anderson.
Karie Prescott, violist from
Salmon Run Road on Guemes (and
Los Angeles), announced that an
anonymous donor was making it
possible to increase the instrumentalists to five for the forthcoming
July concert. She hopes to include a
string bass player.
Violinists Nancy Bean and David Bean (siblings) and cellist Lloyd
Smith (husband of Nancy) have
joined Karie from the first concert
on Guemes and greatly enjoy the
opportunity to perform for the
island’s receptive audience.
Karie’s goal is to establish a way
to financially sustain this concert
series for many years to come. Those
interested in helping with ideas may
contact her at karikat@earthlink.net.

Gladish-Rush Wedding
Islander Joseph Gladish, 22, and
Sabrina Rush, 20, were married by
Judge Susan Cook at the Skagit County
Courthouse in Mount Vernon on December 28, 2011.
The groom is the son of Andrew and
Jacqueline Gladish of Guemes, where
Joe was raised. He is now in the Army
stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas. The
bride is the daughter of Timothy and
Leity Rush of Burlington. She has fol-

lowed her husband to Kansas so they
can be together until he is deployed.
Following the ceremony a reception was held at the Gladish home, with
many family and extended-family members and friends in attendance. Joe and
Sabrina were wrapped in a blanket by
both sets of parents. This is part of an
Ojibwa custom signifying that the couple are wrapped in the good wishes of
their family and community.

Left: Joe and Sabrina were wrapped in a ceremonal blanket at their reception.
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When
Feb. 1, Wed.

What

Strength-Building Group
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga
Gathering Lunch: Hot Turkey Sandwich
Feb. 2, Thu.
Library Board
Strength-Building Group
Feb. 3, Fri.
Library open
Artist Reception for Carol Steffy
Live Music: Mike Marker & son
Feb. 4, Sat.
Library open
Sustainable Guemes Award
Feb. 5. Sun.
Church Council
Church Service: Bob Anderson
Feb. 6, Mon.
Strength-Building Group
Meditation
Library open
Yoga
Feb. 7, Tues. Soup Supper: Home Brewing
Feb. 8, Wed. Strength-Building Group
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga
Feb. 9, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Mac & Cheese
Men's Book Club
Feb. 10, Fri.
Strength-Building Group
Library open
Wine Tasting with Mickey*
Feb. 11, Sat. GIPOA Meeting
Library open
Feb. 12, Sun. Church Service: Joan Henjum
Feb. 13, Mon. Strength-Building Group
Meditation
Library open
Yoga
Historical Society Meeting
Library Book Club
Feb. 14, Tues. Soup Supper: Kurt Hoelting, author
A Circumference of Home
Valentine's
Fire Commissioners' Meeting
Day
Feb. 15, Wed. Strength-Building Group
Men's Breakfast: Gary Curtis
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga

Time

February 2012
Where

7:30 - 8:15 am
11:00 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm

Contact

Church
Church
Library
Hall
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
7:00 pm
Library
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Store
5:30 - 8:30 pm
Store
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
2:00 pm
Church
8:00 am
Church
9:30 am
Church
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
7133 Glencoe Lane
8:00 - 9:30 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
6:00 pm
Church
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
11:00 am
Church
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
7:00 - 9:00 pm
Library
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Store
9:30 am
Library
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
9:30 am
Church
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
7133 Glencoe Lane
8:00 - 9:30 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
7:30 pm
Church
8:00 pm
Library
6:00 pm
Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Charlotte Clifton 293-4548
Charlotte Clifton 293-4548
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kit Harma, 293-5784
Martha Kline 588-6234
Martha Kline 588-6234
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nancy White 293-0118
Martha Kline 588-6234
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
George Meekins 840-9391
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Charlotte Clifton 293-4548
Howard Pellett 293-8128
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Martha Kline 588-6234
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nancy White 293-0118
Win Anderson 293-4539
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Martha Kline 588-6234

7:30 pm
7:30 - 8:15 am
8:00 am
11:00 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm

Mike Stamper 293-4995
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Kit Harma, 293-5784
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Sue Gwost 293-5708

Fire Hall
Church
Church
Church
Library
Hall

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When

What

Time

Feb. 16, Thu.

Gathering Lunch: Pork Loin Roast
GICCA Potluck & Meeting
Strength-Building Group
Library open
Library open
Church Service
Strength-Building Group
Meditation
Library open
Yoga
Senior Foot and Nail Clinic*
Soup Supper: Gary Kiver, geologist
Knitting Night
Strength-Building Group
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga
Gathering Lunch: Comfort Food
Strength-Building Group
Library open
Library open
Church Service
Strength-Building Group
Cemetery Meeting
Meditation
Library open
Yoga
Soup Supper: Film,
Journey of the Universe
Strength-Building Group
Fire Department Work Meeting
Women’s Fellowship/Quilting
Yoga
Library open

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

Feb. 17, Fri.
Feb. 18, Sat.
Feb. 19, Sun.
Feb. 20, Mon.
President's
Day
Feb. 21, Tues.

Mardi Gras
Feb. 22, Wed.

Feb. 23, Thu.
Feb. 24, Fri.
Feb. 25, Sat.
Feb. 26, Sun.
Feb. 27, Mon.

Feb. 28, Tues.

Feb. 29, Wed.
Happy
Leap Year

UPCOMING
ONGOING

Where

Contact

6:15 pm
7:30 - 8:15 am
2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
9:30 am
7:30 - 8:15 am
8:00 - 9:30 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 - 8:15 am
11:00 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
11:30 am - 12:15 pm
7:30 - 8:15 am
2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
9:30 am
7:30 - 8:15 am
8:00 am
8:00 - 9:30 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
6:00 pm

Hall
Church
Library
Library
Church
Church
7133 Glencoe Lane
Library
Hall
Church
Church
Carol Pellett's
Church
Church
Library
Hall
Church
Church
Library
Library
Church
Church
Fire Hall
7133 Glencoe Lane
Library
Hall
Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Julie Pingree, 293-2269
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Martha Kline 588-6234
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nancy White 293-0118
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Martha Kline 588-6234
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Martha Kline 588-6234
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Dixon Elder 293-8935
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nancy White 293-0118
Martha Kline 588-6234

7:30 - 8:15 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
6:30 - 8:00 pm
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Church
Fire Hall
Church
Hall
Library

Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Mike Stamper 293-4995
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Carol Pellett 293-8128

Woodchoppers' Ball - March 3, potluck at 6:30 pm, dancing starts at 8:00 pm, Polecat plays, at the Hall
Art Show: Carol Steffy will be displaying her work at the Store through March.

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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Feld Evaluation Completed, Again
By Edith Walden
Charles Feld appeared before Skagit
County Superior Court Judge Dave
Needy on December 15. Defense attorney Wes Richards asked for a one-week
continuance of the hearing in order to
schedule a special hearing to determine
if Feld is competent to stand trial for
numerous felony charges, including attempted homicide and arson, for an incident on Guemes in April 2010.
As ordered by the court, medical
personnel from Western State Hospital have evaluated Feld for a fourth time
and, for the fourth time, have determined that he is competent. Feld reminded the court that he has “rejected
this attorney for two years now,” and
asked, “Do I have any rights anymore?”
On December 22, Superior Court
Judge Michael Rickert scheduled a competency hearing for January 11. On that
day, Richards reported to Judge Needy
that the only defense medical expert
that Feld had allowed to examine him,
Dr. Kenneth Muscatel, was unavailable to testify because he had undergone
surgery the previous day. Richards did
not know when or if Muscatel would be
available. Muscatel concluded Feld was
incompetent to stand trial because he
cannot rationally assist in his own defense.
Needy ordered hearings scheduled
every week until the status of Muscatel’s
ability to testify was determined.
When asked to sign a continuance
order, Feld refused, as he has consistently throughout court proceedings. He
calmly addressed the bench, “Your antiChrist extortion business is not the busi-

ness I’m in. So you don’t need a mental-health specialist to proceed with my
case. I have committed no crime.”
Feld cited a nonexistent Revised
Code of Washington number that he
said supports his refusal to sign. Needy
confirmed that Feld’s position was noted
for the record.
On January 26, Feld refused to appear in court. Richards explained to Superior Court Judge Rickert that he still
had not heard from Muscatel.
Prosecuting Attorney Rich Weyrich
noted that it has been almost two years
since Feld was first incarcerated, that he
has been found competent several times,
and then “the issue gets raised again.”
He added that while he understood
the delay because of Muscatel’s medical problems, he argued that “at some
point we may need to move on and appoint a new expert. I don’t want Mr.
Feld to languish any longer than he has
to in the Skagit County Jail.” He added,
“We’re prepared to go [to trial].”
Richards responded that Muscatel
has information from an evaluation of
Feld that he observed at Western State
Hospital that could not be passed on to
another expert. He stated further that
“Mr. Feld has been generally been reluctant at best to meet with professionals hired by my office or to meet with
counsel, for that matter. So I have no
confidence he would actually meet with
a new psychologist or psychiatrist if we
were to hire one.”
“This is becoming a very problematic
case,” Judge Rickert observed, and ordered a hearing to be held the following
week to track the status of the case.

Dispute Results in Felony Charges
According to court documents, a domestic dispute on Section Avenue between
Lawrence “Larry” Keith Pyke, 59, and Pei “Stella” Fang Lu, 63, escalated on December 18 until Pyke placed a 911 call reporting that he was being attacked by his
wife, Lu. Deputies responded to the call and arrested Lu and took her into custody.
Lu was arraigned on December 22 in Skagit County Superior Court and pled
not guilty to two felony counts: harassment with threats to kill and unlawful imprisonment. She was released on her own recognizance on December 22 by posting
$10,000 bail and was allowed to make a prescheduled trip to China for a medical
procedure. Lu is expected to return in May, when a trial will be scheduled.
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Deputies Issue
Seat-Belt Tickets
By Nick Allison
Although the Skagit County Sheriff’s Department received no reports
of burglaries on Guemes this past
December and January, traffic deputies
did make several visits to the island and
issued at least a handful of citations for
drivers not wearing seat belts.
According to Chief Criminal
Deputy Tom Molitor, a Guemes resident
had emailed a request for additional
traffic enforcement, resulting in the
deputies’ visits. In addition, Molitor
confirmed that when deputies are on
the island for any reason, they will “do
a little patrol around as a matter of
course.” And while deputies have some
discretion about what to enforce, he
emphasized that “we take seat-belt and
license violations pretty seriously.”
Molitor said he is aware that
sentiment is divided on the island over
whether such actions are welcomed,
and said the department tries to walk
a middle course. “But it is still part of
Skagit County and the State of Washington,” he added wryly, “and the laws
do apply.”
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Win Anderson

Yo’s Farewell

Retiring kitchen manager Yossarian Day
was honored January 3 at the Store. Here
he is pictured with Store manager Charlotte
Clifton (left) and new head cook Lynn Flory.

Guemes Connects
Seeks an Infusion
Guemes Connects is an island organization with a valiant mission: to provide skilled, compassionate assistance to
anyone in need of meals, respite care,
transportation, home maintenance, or
medical equipment.
That’s a tall order, and the volunteer
group has been doing an exceptional
job. Want to help? They’d welcome additional members and ideas. Volunteers
may choose to be involved only as time
allows and to share their talents where
they will be the most helpful and appreciated.
If you want to have fun, take positive actions to support island life, will
respect privacy and diversity, can think
“outside the box,” and enjoy Guemes
and Guemians, consider contacting Lorraine Francis at 293-8364 or Juby Fouts
at 293-2704 to explore the possibilities
of your contributions with the group.

HARD LANDING

(continued from page 3)

Birthdays & Anniversaries
(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)
Felix Edmunds turns 80 on February 14.
Logan Peterson turns 11 on
February 16.
Adam Bosch turns 8 on February 19.
Henry Greenlaw turns 2 on
February 21.
Grace Jennings turns 16 on February 23.
Lalon McLean turns 7 on February 24.
Katherine Butler turns 11 on
February 26.
Casey Funk turns 14 on February 28.

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular
meeting, February 14, 2012, at
7:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall

which was running at about 2 knots.
An examination by the Coast Guard
concluded there was no damage to the
boat beyond some scraped paint.
Following the event, Beck released
an advisory reminding riders of precautions they should always observe on
board (see sidebar on page 3).

win anderson

Tide that she first instinctively reached
for her 8-year-old son, Josh, but both
fell and she landed on his leg. Josh complained of leg pain and was shaken and
scared but was not seriously hurt. On
board were several parents and children
on their way to a school program.
Most were in their cars, although
not necessarily strapped in yet.
Stella Spring said her passengers, son Eddie and Ethan Ashley,
slid from one side of the car to the
other in the back seat as the ferry
careened off of a dolphin on the
left and into the wing wall on the
right, but were not hurt.
Cause of the crash, which resulted in about $7,200 damage to
the wing wall, was believed to be
pilot error.
After repeated tests and examinations of the boat’s running gear Blaine Detering (with wife, Carolyn, and son,
Rice, a 19-month operator of the
Tristan) takes note of the three replacement
timbers at the Anacortes west wing wall. Timbers
boat, was quoted in the report as
saying he may have underestimat- remaining to be placed were on order at the time
of this photo.
ed the effect of the tidal current,
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Chopping Spree

courtesy bill mitchell

Woodchoppers’ Ball Celebrates 25 Years of Side-Splittin’ Fun

Bill Mitchell’s poster for the 2007 ball featured an image of Henrietta “Bubble” Finley.

karen everett

By Karen Everett
Pop quiz: What do Skillet Lickers,
Spoonshine, Catfish Sally, the Bumblebees, a chainsaw, Murray Read Pavilion,
a rick of wood, a flock of chickens, and
Leo Osborne and Jane Lane all have in
common?
The answer: Michael Gwost and his
Woodchoppers’ Ball. The first four are
names of some of the many bands that
have played over the years. The chainsaw, ricks of wood, and flock of chickens were all raffle items at the ball. And
in 2007, Leo and Jane were married at
the event—he dressed as a pirate, she
as a princess in a sequin-and-pearl dress

found at a thrift shop.
“We wanted to do something different and fun,” says Jane.
The Woodchoppers’ Ball was created some 25 years ago by newlywed islanders Mike and Susie Gwost. (Along
with being a boatbuilder and sculptor,
he’s a renowned Dobro steel guitarist, and she’s a kick-ass fiddler; the duo
played at Anderson’s this past January
21.) Soon after their marriage in 1986,
Gwost and his horse helped Glen Veal,
Bud Ashbach, and Larry Verbano clear
the Schoolhouse Park playground, while
others used bulldozers and rakes.
They ended up with a bunch of
wood, and the idea to raffle off a rick
of wood to raise money for the Hall
mushroomed into the first Woodchoppers’ Ball in 1987.
Gwost tackled the idea with relish, going to town to get “door prizes”
for the raffle from merchants like Ace
Hardware and Marine Supply. Over
the years, such prizes included brandnew chainsaws, drill sets, mauls—and,
of course, the numerous ricks of wood.
Also always in the picture are famiMike Gwost, Woodchoppers’ Ball mastermind lies and people of all ages coming to
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dance the night away, win woodchopper prizes, and raise money for numerous Guemes Island projects, such as
playground equipment and building the
Murray Read Pavilion at Schoolhouse
Park. Gwost estimates that more than
300 ricks of wood have been raffled over
the years. (That’s 70 cords.)
The bands featured have had great
traditions, too. “Spoonshine recorded their first album there,” remembers Gwost of one of Anacortes’s most
danceable and successful bands. The
group How’s Bayou gave people Cajun
dancing lessons after the potluck another year. “Everyone danced Cajun for a
while after that,” he laughs.
Jam sessions before or after the
band plays are another fun tradition of
the dance. So are kids sleeping on sofas right through the loud music, or
running through the woods nearby, or
dancing with their parents. Some years
have featured an outdoor bonfire with
oysters splitting on grills.
There have been lean years, for sure.
Gwost recalls the challenge put to him
one year by Win Anderson: “If you
break even this year, I’ll eat my hat.” After paying the band, there was $28 left.
Someone made a cake that looked like

This Year’s Ball
When: Saturday, March 3; potluck 6:30
p.m., band 8 p.m. till whenever (they’re
spending the night)
Where: Guemes Island Community
Center
Who: Polecat (danceable bluegrass)
Also: Wood-chucking contest before
the band
Price: $8 adults, $7 seniors, $5 teens,
kids 12 and under free; raffle tickets $1
Reservations: Call Mike or Susie Gwost
at 293-5708

Win’s signature hat, and he ate it. Crow
probably never tasted so good.
This year’s band is Polecat from
Bellingham (see polecatbluegrass.com).
There will be the potluck, a woodchucking contest, and then the dance
and raffle. Proceeds from this year’s
raffle tickets will go toward the new
Schoolhouse Park outdoor stage and
parking lot.
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thea lacross

New GICCA Board Has Upbeat Attitude
with ongoing projects and issues. Julie told the small but
supportive audience that they
have had several meetings with
their volunteer “mentor” from
the past board, Gail Nicolls,
and are compiling their own
list of priorities and issues for
community feedback.
Chief among these are improving access to the Hall by
making the scheduling and
calendar more visible; carefulThe GICCA board: in back from left are Lynn Myall, Norm
Prewitt, Julie Pingree, Rob Schroder, Kathleen Phillips, and ly encouraging Hall rentals to
Kelly Bush; in front is Sharon Schlittenhard.
help defray expenses and provide funds; and supporting community
By Thea LaCross
events that will bring more people into
The Guemes Island Community
the Hall for varied activities. There was
Center Association (GICCA) got off to
a wintry start when a snowstorm pushed a strong current of optimism in this discussion, and a request for ideas from all
the regular January meeting back a
island interest groups. Dances, music,
week. But when community members
a return of the Gaslight Revue/Talent
and the newly elected board finally met
Show, movies—the Hall has been the
on January 26, conditions inside the
setting for all these and more in the past
Hall were generally warm and hopeful.
The new board officers are Julie Pin- 100 years, and the board seems focused
on making the Community Center the
gree, president; Sharon Schlittenhard,
real center of our community.
vice president; Kathleen Phillips, secreIslanders can contact any board
tary; and Norm Prewitt, treasurer. Trustees are Rob Schroder, Lynne Myall, and member with ideas, drop a suggestion
Kelly Bush. Julie announced that during in the suggestion box in the Hall foyer,
their organizational meeting to select of- or send a note to the new GICCA address at 7885 Guemes Island Road #11,
ficers and trustees, Howard Pellett had
Anacortes, WA 98221. Better yet, come
resigned. Kelly Bush, the only other isto the next meeting, on Thursday, Feblander on the original election ballot,
ruary 16. Potluck dinner starts at 6:15
was appointed to fill that seat.
Five of the seven board members are p.m. (dessert will be provided) with the
regular meeting at 7:00.
new, and are eager to get up to speed

GIPAC Elects
Officers, Loses
One Member
By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Planning
Advisory Committee (GIPAC) met three
times last fall. They elected Kit Harma
as chair, Howard Pellett as treasurer,
Bruce Rooney as secretary, and Sandy
McKean as scheduler.
GIPAC also set its top priorities:
educating island residents, preserving
potable water for the island, defining and preserving the nature of the
island’s rural character, and monitoring
the county’s update of the Shoreline
Management Plan.
The committee’s existence is mandated by the county’s adoption of the
Guemes Island Subarea Plan. The plan
was adopted in January 2011 after a
20-year effort.
On December 16, Pellett submitted
a letter of resignation to the committee
stating that he was overextended and
thought he had outlived his usefulness.
He told the Tide that after working on
the subarea plan for 20 years, “I have
lost all confidence in the process of
planning. It is time for fresh faces to
take GIPAC into the future. The current
group is a fine group.”
To educate new board members,
on February 5 Allen Bush will take the
group on a tour of the island similar to
the one county commissioners took
last year. Committee members will also
discuss the process of appointing a
new member.
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A Poetic Night to Remember
thea lacross photos

The poets reading on December 4 were (from left) David Slabaugh, Edith Walden, Jackie Hartwich, Gary Davis, and Thelma Palmer.

By Connie Snell
What a magical time it was on December 4, as five Guemes poets shared
their work with a joyful, appreciative
audience. The Community Center,
transformed into a warm, inviting place
of lights and holiday decorations, provided a festive backdrop.
To the delight of all, much-loved
poet Thelma Palmer shared a poem
written when she was nine. More than
70 years later, Thelma continues to
amaze us with her creative spirit and
poetic outpourings.
Another grande dame of poetry,
Jackie Hartwich, amused and thrilled
us with her contemplative poems. Like
Thelma’s, Jackie’s creative muse is still
inspiring her.
Judging by the stillness and rapt

expressions, everyone was captivated by
the beauty of Edith Walden’s very moving poetry.
David Slabaugh and Gary Davis rounded out the evening’s pleasure.
Gary’s poems express his deep love for
Guemes, nature, and his wife, Donna;
David’s poetry flows like a stream of
consciousness, reflecting his observations, philosophical musings, and meanderings.
The Guemes Island Environmental Trust is grateful for the generosity of
these poets, who created such a marvelous evening for the community. It will
be a night long remembered and fondly
recalled by those present.
The event raised $400 to support the
trust’s youth essay contest on climate
change (see sidebar).

Essay Contest
Deadline Extended
Due to a growing interest from
prospective contestants, the deadline
for the climate-change essay contest
has been extended from January 17 to
March 15.
Sponsored by the Guemes Island
Environmental Trust, the contest
is open to students aged 15 to 20.
Contestants must answer the question,
“What is the biggest threat to humans
from climate change and how will you
engage your friends to turn it around?”
Prizes of $1,500, $1,000, and $500 will
be awarded for the top three essays.
Submissions must be postmarked
by March 15. Contact Gary Curtis at
garycurtis@earthlink.net or Connie
Snell at csnell@clear.net for details.

New Fire Commissioners Take Office, Rescind Own Compensation
By Edith Walden
At the Guemes Island Fire Department (GIFD) commissioners’ meeting
on January 10, newly elected Commissioner Armen “Chip” Bogosian took
office, and newly appointed Commissioner Tom Murphy was sworn in to fill
the remaining two years of Jim Dugan’s
term. Dugan resigned in December (see
article on page 5). They join Commissioner Richard “Nick” Nicolls.
Bogosian, a retired anesthesiologist,
also serves as a hospital commissioner
for Island Hospital and as a senior medical examiner for the Federal Aviation
Administration. He and wife Shellie
have owned property on Guemes since
the ’70s and have resided full-time on
the island since 2006.

Bogosian is interested in focusing on
improving the response time for serious
medical calls, especially heart attacks.
This includes improving the entire process from the point the dispatcher receives a call to the time the patient is
admitted to a hospital. He notes that
during a heart attack, a patient starts
losing heart muscle after 90 minutes.
Murphy retired from his job as
school superintendent for the Federal
Way School District in 2010. He came
with wife, Rosemary, to the island to
reside full-time, where they “love the
community and the pace of life,” he
told the Tide.
He brings considerable experience
serving on boards and in governing jobs:
in addition to 22 years of school super-

intendence positions, he was also a high
school principal, a city council member in Illinois, and president of the Federal Way Chamber of Commerce, and
served on the board of South King Fire
and Rescue.
Murphy’s goals are to learn as much
as he can about GIFD, focusing on the
kinds of service they can provide.
One of the new board’s first acts was
drafting resolutions that would reinstate
yearly cost-of-living allocations for employees, rescind compensation granted
to commissioners for meeting attendance and other services provided to the
department, and increase the salary of
Secretary Carol Pellett.
The board also approved the department’s 2012 budget.
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Correcting Richard E. Baldwin

Poor Charley Gant, no longer here
to vindicate himself from charges of being “dead wrong” in poetry he wrote
92 years ago. It looks like it’s up to me
to set the record straight. After all, in
honor of the man, I named this column
after his endearing Guemes weekly, The
Beachcomber.
He may be dead, but he wasn’t
wrong.
Readers of my November column
(page 14) may recall a partial reprint of
an October 1920 Gant doggerel titled
“A ‘Suffragjest’” (sic). It was his lighthearted lament over having supported
the women’s right to vote only to have
it later result in interfering with his
favored pastime—drinking. Often
heavily.
Sharp-eyed reader Richard E. Baldwin responded with a letter to the Tide
(November 2011/January2012, page
2) pointing out, correctly, that “women voters had nothing to do with passage of the 18th Amendment” (Prohibition) initiated by Congress and adopted
in 1919. And the 19th Amendment,
Women’s Suffrage, wasn’t adopted
until 1920.
I wondered, How could this be?
How could a careful journalist and legendary imbiber like Gant make such a
mistake? After all, he was there, suffering the consequences of Prohibition dai-

ly. And he was famously supportive of
the women of Guemes and surely knew
whether suffrage had been on the ballot.
That’s when a vague memory
bounced around in this writer’s brain
cavity. Something about states’ rights.
A little research turned up the fact
that Washington State’s men voted to
give women voting rights in 1910, a full
10 years before the 19th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution. And, yes, women
were eligible and the Women’s Christian Temperance Union was a force, in
the 1916 election that turned the state
dry four years before the so-called Volstead Act attempted to close the spigots nationally. The state act consolidated a patchwork of jurisdictions that had
passed prohibition even earlier.
As we all know, Charley protested
too much. Local and state prohibition
had little effect in stemming the flow
of liquor for those with a little imagination and friends in the right places.
Charley had his choice among at least
three suppliers right here on Guemes.
In February 1913, he wrote, “One of
the funny things in life is to hear a man
who has been arrested and convicted
of bootlegging, criticizing an editor for
getting drunk.”

Another Brado note

We recently learned that one of the
hot spots in Anacortes for illegal booze
was allegedly Brado’s Paint Store, run
by a great-uncle of Gale Brado—who,
many years later, opened the North
Beach Store. An anonymous friend of
the Historical Society recently passed
along an ancient souvenir of the paint
store: the handle of what looks like a
garden trowel inscribed “Scoop Your
Business the Brado Way.”

Say that again . . . ?

Nick Allison’s “Guemes Name
Us” game (December 2011/January
2012, page 16) brings up the question:

How do you pronounce Guemes? Is it
“Gueemess” or “Guaymuss”? Newcomer Allison apparently thinks he can get
away with the latter, at least for rhyming
purposes.
I’ve been here for 35 years and surely
don’t consider myself an authority, but I
prefer a subtle combination of the common options, something like “Gueeaymuss.” It takes some practice but it’s
worth the effort to combine the offering
into a silk-smooth transition, blending
the E and A into a uniquely island pronunciation.
If you think that description is a
silly, frivolous waste of time and paper,
here’s another wrinkle to prove you’re
right.
There is a respected resident of more
than 50 years who tosses in an R that
delightfully comes out “Greemiss.”

But wait, there’s more

While we’re near the subject,
Skagit Valley Herald writer Tahlia Honea, writing her feature on Guemes
Island (December 25 edition), asked
how we refer to the residents. Hmm.
I paused to think. Guemites? Guemolians? Guemoids?
No, no, and no.
I went with “Guemesians.”
Because, appropriately, it kind of
rhymes with comedians.
Kudos to Honea for her fine job of
summarizing the culture of our island.
This was the final piece in the excellent
“Sense of Place” series on Skagit County’s small communities.

It’s in the bag

Arn Veal is a former firefighter, a
farmer, and a fisherman. And he’s the
only fisherman I know who has caught
prepackaged fish on the beach. Not from
the beach with a pole and bait, but on
the beach. Walking West Shore in December Arn noticed his dog investigating a cloth mesh shopping bag. Inside
was a lifeless four-pound rock cod.
“I looked it in the eye and sniffed it,”
he says. There were no signs of a hook
or damage. He surmises the fish somehow trapped itself. Not one to turn
down a free meal, Arn cooked it and
judged the meat “perfect.”
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photos by doug parrott

Citizen Scientists Count Island Birds

These two bird species were seen on Guemes but nowhere else in the Padilla Bay Christmas Bird Count. Can you identify them? (See article text for answers.)

By Holiday Matchett
Eight eager birders gathered at Schoolhouse Park at 8 a.m. on January 2 to participate in the Audubon Society’s nationwide Christmas Bird Count. The count,
now in its 112th year, involves more than 50,000 participants in 2,000 areas known
as “count circles.” The 15-mile-diameter Padilla Bay count circle covers most of
Guemes Island, along with neighboring lands encircling Padilla Bay.
The teams counted 1,330 individual birds this year (compared to 1,199 on the
same date in 2011), and 62 species vs. last year’s 64. Though most of these species were also seen elsewhere in the Padilla Bay circle this year, two were unique to
Guemes: a northern shrike (pictured at left above) and two Bonaparte’s gulls (pictured at right).

Songs for a Winter’s Night

edith walden

Unamplified and mostly unaccompanied, the strong, clear tones of Nora
Woofenden’s beautiful singing voice
filled the Community Center the evening
of December 19. Woofenden entertained
an audience of about 40.
Woofenden was home on a holiday
break from Immaculata University in
Pennsylvania, where she is enrolled in
the renowned music-therapy program.
She looks forward to using music to assist children with disabilities in expressing themselves and learning to function
in the world. Proceeds from the concert
went to benefit Woofenden’s studies.

17

18

The Guemes Tide February 2012

• in memoriam •

Barnel Bragg
Barnel Bragg—master carpenter,
Jack of many trades, and resident of
South Shore Drive for 32 years—died
January 5 after fighting cancer for eight
months.
He was born June 16, 1942, to Lavinia and R. B. Bragg in Atlanta, Georgia, and grew up there and in West Palm
Beach, Florida. He attended Stetson
University before joining the Department of Fish and Game in Alaska, tagging salmon and transplanting bison to
the Delta River area.
After he married Becky Ramer in
1965 in Delta Presbyterian’s log-cabin
church, they developed one of the last
Alaskan homesteads before moving to
Fairbanks, where he earned his degree
in education at the University of Alaska.
Returning to their homestead, he taught

school at Fort Greely and boarded horses for hunting guides and became an assistant guide. He later earned a master’s
degree in school administration at Flor-

ida Atlantic University night school and
worked construction during the day.
Barnel’s love of the mountains and
the sea was best combined in the Northwest, and the family moved to Guemes
in 1980. He worked construction until
the 1990s, when he was hired as a foreman in the North Slope oil fields.
Barnel was a devoted Christian and
lived by those ideals his whole life.
Survivors include Becky, his wife
of 46 years; daughters Karla (Kenny)
DeCamp, Janel Bragg, and Shannon
Bragg; son David (Grace) Bragg; his
mother, Lavinia Clarke; a sister, Rebecca (George) Fogg; and a brother, David
(Cindy) Bragg.
A private family graveside service
was held at Edens Cemetery followed by
a remembrance at home.
Arrangements were under the care of
Evans Funeral Chapel in Anacortes.

Rollie Jones
A decorated hero of three wars, 34-year Guemes resident Rollie Jones died December 27 in Meridian, Idaho, where he had moved in 2004. He was 88.
Rollie was born to Robert and Deborah Jones in
Buffalo, Wyoming, on September 11, 1923. The family
moved to the Northwest in the 1930s. He married Lois
Lee Day in 1944 prior to shipping overseas as a B-25
bomber pilot. Besides World War II, he also served in
the Korean and Vietnam wars. During his 27-year career he became proficient in B-29s, B-47s, C-123s, and
C-141s. He retired in 1970 as a lieutenant colonel assigned to McChord Air Force Base as vice commander.
Almost immediately upon his moving to Guemes,
Rollie’s talent and community support put him in positions of leadership. He
served as a trustee in the Community Club (now the Community Center Association), a founding member and trustee of the Property Owner’s Association, and a
20-year member of the Ferry Committee.
He fought for bringing the new ferry M/V Guemes to replace the old Almar and
was instrumental in securing the boat launch ramp and parking lot at Mangan’s
Landing.
Rollie had a rare sense of humor and considered himself the “weather guru of
South Shore,” in charge of sunshine and warm weather with no responsibility for
any other phenomena.
His agate collection (all polished) was estimated to number 15,000.
Rollie’s wife, Lois, died in 1991. He was also preceded in death by his oldest
child, Larry Michael; brothers Bob Jr. and Vernon; and his sister, Carol Jones. Survivors include son Terry Jones (Sue), daughter Jody Trible (Chuck), daughter-in-law
Janice Jones, and numerous grand- and great-grandchildren.
Rollie will be buried in Edens Cemetery next to Lois next summer.
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Parker Trefethen
Parker Scott Trefethen, a World War
II hero whose history on Guemes Island
goes back nearly a half-century, died
November 23 at the age of 92.
Parker was born in Wilton, Maine,
on August 29, 1919, to Harry and Ivah
Trefethen. After dropping out of school
to help his family financially during his
father’s illness, he received a $75 scholarship that allowed him to enroll in
the University of Maine’s Forestry and
Wildlife Conservation program. His
education was interrupted during the
war but on his return from Europe he
earned his degrees and was employed
by the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries
in Maine before transferring to Seattle,
where he met his future wife of 40 years,
Helen Martin. He earned a graduate
degree in fisheries at the University of
Washington and worked for the federal
Fisheries Research and Marine Fisheries Service on the Columbia and Snake
rivers.
During the war he became the lead
bombardier for the 445 Bomb Group
(commanded by none other than actor,

singer, and “outstanding pilot and briefer” Jimmy Stewart). He flew 29 missions in B-24s including twice a day for
a week during the D-Day invasion. For
his unauthorized but successful leadership in a bridge destruction assignment
in impossibly poor visibility, Trefethen
was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross, one of many medals and citations
received, including an honor presented

Audrey C. White
Audrey
White, a 15year resident
of Guemes,
died December 3 in
Twin Lakes,
Idaho.
She was
born May
1, 1930, to
Dorothy
(Colpitts)
and James Harvey Carlton in Hagerman, Idaho.
Audrey graduated from high school
in Kennewick and attended Washington State University and the University
of Washington, where she met husband
George. They were married in Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho, in 1950.
Her involvement in the Guemes
community is noted by more than 20

mentions in the Evening Star, including
Audubon bird counts, Church Christmas dinner, Firefighter’s Auxiliary,
Guemes Gold Scholarship Committee,
Sunday school, and the Tour of Homes.
As a master gardener she also founded
the Anacortes Children’s Garden.
During their 61 years of marriage
Audrey and George lived in more than
a dozen locations, with Audrey always
involved in community projects. For
example, in North Carolina she led the
state’s first integrated Girl Scout troop,
volunteered with Head Start and with
Women-in-Action for the Prevention of
Violence and Its Causes, and was active
in saving the Eno River from development. In Everett she was active with the
Arts Alliance of Washington State.
She was a proud member of the
Lt. George Farragut Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution
and marched in the national parade in
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by Princess (now Queen) Elizabeth.
Later his squadron was chopped up
in one of the nastiest air battles of the
war, the infamous Kassel Mission. After
a group of Allied planes flew off course
due to a navigational error, an estimated
150 Fockewolf 190 fighters intercepted
and cut down the unprotected, lumbering bombers in minutes. Just 2 of the 37
planes escaped the carnage.
Trefethen’s plane was one of those
lost. He bailed out at 15,000 feet over
hostile territory without rations, a sidearm, map, or compass. The story of his
survival, traveling some 100 miles on
foot until capture, is a classic tale of
perseverance, luck, and quick wit (as
told for the April 2007 issue of the Evening Star). He was a prisoner for seven
months before liberation at war’s end.
Parker and his wife, Helen, lived in
Hunt’s Point for many years and began
coming to Guemes in the 1960s when
they built a log cabin on Homestead
Lane. They retired here in 1976, moving
into a house they built on South Shore
Drive.
Helen died in 1996. Survivors include a son and three daughters.
Washington D.C. this past 4th of July.
Besides her husband, George, survivors include daughters Katherine White,
Jen Van Bockel, and Elizabeth Jones;
son Robert (Nancy) White of Guemes;
and 11 grandchildren and 2 greatgrandchildren.
Services were in Hayden, Idaho, and
a memorial gathering will be held on
the island later this year.
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Looking Back

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
win anderson

Ten Years Ago
The Department of Fish and Wildlife proposes closing
several bottom-fishing locations in the Guemes archipelago in an attempt to bring back endangered species.
Headline: “Samish Revisit Boldt Decision, Seek LongDenied Fishing Rights”
Guemes’s unofficial historian Gertie Howard dies at
the age of 93.
—The Evening Star, February 2002

The double snowstorm of 1997 left a number of cars half-buried at the
Anacortes ferry dock.

Five Years Ago
The county legal department says that if the current offhour emergency ferry service is “untenable,” it is up to the
Guemes Fire Department to provide improvements. In reply
to a letter from the fire department asking for better response,
the county claims it has no emergency-response liability, and
in fact there is “no statutory requirement to operate the ferry
at all.”
Mike Jackets shows off his home-built electric car.
Thirty-one-year-old Charles LaBenz killed in a high-speed
crash into a utility pole on Guemes Island Road.
—The Evening Star, February 2007

Fifteen Years Ago
The Christmas Eve snowfall that brought a rare white
Christmas to Guemes is followed by more snow and
freezing rain for a total of more than a foot in most
places.
The unoccupied Roark cottage on West Shore Road
burns down Christmas morning.
Arn Veal retires from the Fire Department after 25
years of service.
—The Evening Star, February 1997

100 Years Ago
Former Guemes postmaster, store owner, and “the
oldest white settler in this part of the state, is gone.” Lucius
Blackinton, who came to Guemes in the mid-19th century,
died December 14, 1911. He was 81.
—Anacortes American, December 14, 1911
101 Years Ago
“Some of the country papers are complaining of the
noticeable influence of equal suffrage upon the tenor of our
legislators. It is well. Adam didn’t have sense enough to pluck
and eat that Edenic pippin until Eve put him wise to the
flavor.”
—Charley Gant in the Beachcomber, February 21, 1913

