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By Kathleen Foley
Editors’ note: 

The author is Pro-
gram Director of 
the San Juan Pres-
ervation Trust.

Just to the 
west of the 
Guemes ferry ter-
minal lies a little 
piece of land with 
a big story to tell.

Rotted pil-
ings wade into 
Guemes Chan-
nel, silent remnants of a once-bustling ship-building opera-
tion which reached its peak near the end of World War I. All 
manner of wetland species of birds, including red-winged 
blackbirds and marsh wrens, offer their songs throughout the 
marsh on early summer mornings. The appeal of the Peach 

Preserve, and its 
proximity to the 
ferry terminal, 
make the land an 
attractive place to 
stroll and delight 
in the views across 
Guemes Channel. 

The 35-acre 
marsh with its 
2,100-foot stretch 
of shoreline be-
came an island 
sanctuary in 2001 

and is now perma-
nently protected from development by the San Juan Preserva-
tion Trust.

A trio of dedicated Guemes Islanders—Ann Magnano, 
Delphine Haley, and Ferdi Businger—presented the vision 

By Mike Stamper
The Guemes Island Fire Department (GIFD), in conjunc-

tion with Guemes Connects and Guemes Island Communi-
ty Emergency Response Team (CERT), honored some of the 
island’s everyday heroes at their annual banquet on Saturday, 
April 14. These are very special people who give of themselves 
in ways we should all cherish and celebrate. 

Guemes Island Hero Awards of Excellence were given to 
the following recipients:

Lori Stamper began requesting the 
creation of a Junior Firefighter pro-
gram when she turned 14. After sev-
eral years of 24/7 lobbying, I final-
ly agreed and the program stumbled 
into being. Our first recruit, Lori, was 

A Peach of a Preserve
Former Demopolous Marsh Is a Wetland Sanctuary

Island Heroes Receive Thanks, Awards
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The heroes: Left to right are Jack Fees, Zander Woofenden, Jim 
Dugan, Susan Rombeek, Gail Nicolls, Fire Chief Mike Stamper, and 
Lorraine Francis.
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The Peach Preserve, with its 2,100 feet of shoreline, has been protected since 2001.

The Trial of 
Charles Feld:  

A Special 
Report 

See page 9

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 5)
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Letters
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Heartfelt thanks
Dear island friends,
As you know by now, I lost my wife 

and best friend, Glenda, on March 8. I 
would like to thank all of you for your 
support of Glenda and me during the 
10-year battle against cancer. 

I especially would like to thank 
the Guemes Island Fire Department, 
G.I.V.E., Tom and Juby Fouts, Mike 
Grennell, and the rest of my Guemes 
Island family for the generous support 
both emotionally and financially during 
this extremely tough time for me and 
my family. 

They say “time heals all,” and I for 
one really hope there is some truth to 
this.

On behalf of our children as well, a 
huge thank you!

Much love always, 
—Drew Norton

Bees’ bounty benefited
Dear editors,
Thanks to Nick Allison and others 

on the Tide’s editorial staff for present-
ing the information on bees (April is-
sue, page 1) in such an interesting and 
coherent fashion. This is no small feat 
given the historical perspective and the 
complexity of the issues involved. 

I thought you would like to know 
that it has definitely been helpful—peo-
ple are telling me that after reading it 
they finally understand the different as-
pects of the problem and why it is so 
important. 

I just want to add that I am proud to 
be involved with many others in work-

ing to create solutions, and to have 
helped provide pollination on Guemes 
for all these years. I have surely shared in 
the bounty that the bees have provided 
for all of us.

Gotta buzz, 
—Marco Caputo

A beach is not a compost bin
Dear editor,
The other day I was walking with my 

dogs on the beach. They were on their 
leashes. One of my dogs went after what 
I thought was a ball. As I got closer to 
him I realized it was an onion. 

By the time I had reached him he 
had eaten it. On the drive home he was 
a very sick dog.

I would like to encourage people 
not to throw food and compost on the 
beach. Unless it came from the beach, 
it shouldn’t be on the beach. Seafood 
shells and remains are good to throw 
back. Other compost can kill our ani-
mals, big or small, domestic or wild. 

Please be conscientious and respect-
ful to the animals we love, live with, and 
care for. Also, please cover up your com-
post. 

See the list of foods that are toxic to 
dogs in the box below.

—Jennifer Swift

Schoolhouse Stage thanks
Dear Guemes Islanders,
As you all know, we’ve had a great 

start to our Schoolhouse Stage project 
this spring. We’d like to take this oppor-
tunity to personally thank all the many 

According to the Animal Poison Control Center at the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), the following people foods can cause seri-
ous illness or death in animals and should not be fed to pets:

For explanations about the possible toxicity of these foods, see the Animal Poi-
son Control page on the ASPCA website aspca.org.

Chocolate, coffee, and caffeine
Alcohol
Avocados
Macadamia nuts 
Grapes and raisins
Yeast dough

Xylitol (a sweetener common
    in candy and gum)
Onions, garlic, and chives
Raw meat, eggs, and bones
Milk
Salt

Avoid Feeding These Foods to Pets

(continued on page 4)

In the Tide’s April issue (page 
5), we published an incorrect phone 
number for Marc Caputo. It’s 202-
3209.

Also, on page 13, we misidenti-
fied one of the designers of the Com-
munity Center property labels. It was 
Jan Ebersole, not Jan Iverson.

We regret the errors. 

Corrections
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By Judith Horton
On April 17, Ferry Operations Divi-

sion Manager Rachel Beck presented the 
2012 Ferry Fare Revenue Target Report 
to the Board of Skagit County Com-
missioners. No fare increase was recom-
mended.

“As usual, 
Rachel gave an 
excellent pre-
sentation,” said 
Guemes Island 
Ferry Committee 
(FC) chairman 
Glen Veal, “es-
pecially in terms 
of explaining the 
deviations in ri-
dership and fare 
revenue in 2011 due to the dock reha-
bilitation project, and the fare revenue 
target and projections for 2012.” The 
report states that since the anticipated 
fare revenue for 2012 will “meet or ex-
ceed the revenue target of $947,251. . . . 
Public Works (PW) is not recommend-
ing a general fare increase at this time.”

Also included in the report were 
some recommendations previously pro-
posed at the Public Ferry Forum on 
March 22. These include extending the 
Sunday schedule until 10 p.m. dur-
ing peak season and, to offset the cost, 
expanding the peak season to May 1 
through September 30 over a two-year 

Ten-Trip Ferry Punch Card to Return
Public Comment Heeded; Commissioners’ Approval Pending

period. (Current dates are May 20 to 
September 10; in 2012 the September 
date would change to the 30th, and in 
2013 the May date would change to the 
1st.)

Beck stated that “due to the over-
whelming amount of public comment 

received,” PW also recommends imple-
menting 10-trip punch cards for vehicle 
and driver (and for vehicle and senior/
disabled driver). These convenience 
punch cards would be sold at face value 
(no discount). Only cards purchased at 
peak-season rates could be used during 
peak season, but both cards would be 
valid until the next fare adjustment. 

Pending board approval on April 30, 
PW will publish the ferry fare sched-
ule and the modified peak and nonpeak 
sailing schedules in early May, and the 
10-trip cards will be available for sale 
starting May 20.

By Judith Horton
Skagit County Public Works Direc-

tor Henry Hash announced on April 
18 that the Anacortes/Guemes Island 
Dock Rehabilitation/Repair Project was 
chosen as one of the American Public 
Works Association (APWA) Projects 
of the Year for 2012, winning in the 
category of transportation under five 
million dollars. The notification letter 
stated in part, “Your selection puts you 
in a very elite group of winners.”

Hash emphasized that this 
achievement was due to the efforts 
of all the Public Works employees 
involved and their ability to work as 
a team—especially County Engineer 
Paul Randall-Grutter, Project Manager 
Jennifer Swanson, and Design and 
Construction Manager Dave Walde—
as well as to the support of our county 
commissioners.

“A lot of credit also belongs to 
Ferry Operations Manager Rachel 
Beck, Razz Construction, Mystic Sea 
Charters, San Juan Enterprise, the Port 
of Anacortes, the City of Anacortes, 
Skagit Transit, and the Guemes Island 
community,” said Hash.

Project Manager Swanson told 
the Tide, “We feel very honored and 
excited to receive this national award. 
Despite many misgivings surrounding 
the huge project, it couldn’t have gone 
any better.”

The award will be presented in 
August at the International Public 
Works Congress and Exposition, 
hosted by APWA this year in Anaheim, 
California.(continued on page 4)

Dock Project Garners  
National Award
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On June 2, 
Guemes residents 
should be prepared 
to welcome 200 or 
more running (and 
walking) enthusiasts 
and their supporters 
to the island for the 
15th annual Dog 
Island Run.

Founded 15 years ago by Tim Wittman, the race has grown in attendance and 
popularity over the years and was certified in 2010 by USA Track & Field. Wittman 
says, “After being race director for 14 wonderful years, I decided that I was done. 
It was time to turn it over to another person who will hopefully carry the event 
forward for yet another 14 or 15 years. Trish Bradley is the new race director. She 
is an awesome choice! She has lots of training and experience and currently teaches 
aerobics at Thrive Community Fitness.” 

The 10-kilometer (6.2-mile) race will begin at 10:45 a.m. at Schoolhouse Park. 
A two-mile walking course is also part of the racing event for those who want to be 
more leisurely. The walk begins at 10:55. Free shuttle service will be available from 
the Guemes ferry dock to the Park.

Awards are given for the first-place female and male runners and for the top 
three finishers in each 10K age division. There will also be random prize drawings 
of gifts donated by local merchants for runners and walkers.

Participants may register by mail through May 19 or online by May 31, and 
registration is open on race day (for $5 more). To register or for more information, 
visit dogislandrun.com; contact staff@dogislandrun.com for questions. 

Proceeds from the Dog Island Run support the Guemes Island Library. 

LETTERS
(continued from page 2)

FERRY NEWS
(continued from page 3)

15th Annual Dog Island Run Set for June 2
Tim Wittman Retires; Trish Bradley Is New Director

Runners take off from the starting line at the Dog Island Run.
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volunteers who’ve gotten us to this stage 
of the project.

Thank you. You rock!
Deb Bear, Yossarian Day, Sophie 

Dobra, Ryan Everett, Kris Falcon-
er, Tom Fouts, Jerry Frelix, Jeff Gent, 
Michael Grennell, Walter Groninger, 
Daniel Gwost, Mike Gwost, Ivan Kali-
ban, Letisha Lara, Steve Latimer, Tom 
Lindsey, Mark Linnemann, Buddy 
Lockwood, Dan McCracken, Fletch-
er McLean, Willy McWatters, Adam 
Mimnaugh, Noel Montoya, Drew Nor-
ton, Robert Olson, Olsen’s Tree Ser-
vice, Aaron Peterson and family, Dan 
Raynor, Lorrie Steele, Arnie Veal, Ian 
Warmouth, Sandy Warmouth, Carl 
White, Dave Wolf, Zander Woofenden, 
and the valued volunteers who prefer to 
remain anonymous.

 Thank you, again. Hope to see you 
all at the next Stage!

—Bill Warmouth for the Schoolhouse 
Stage Committee

The proposed schedules are avail- 
able at skagitcounty.net and linetime 
.org, and the presentation is available 
via Skagit21, the Access Skagit televi-
sion station (find it online by typing 
“Skagit21” into your search engine).

Participation pays off
Beck stated, “Skagit County would 

like to thank those of you who attended 
the Public Forum and submitted com-
ments. . . . You had some good ideas 
and we were able to move forward with 
many of them.”

Veal noted that the FC’s role at the 
presentation was mainly to listen. How-
ever, when commissioner Ken Dalstedt 
voiced his opinion that there might be 
a need to increase ferry revenue in or-
der to plan for a new boat in the future, 
Veal requested that the commissioners 
not “jump to conclusions,” and explore 

all the other options that are available.
In speaking with the Tide, Veal 

stressed that “the willingness of Public 
Works, under the leadership of Director 
Henry Hash, to work so cooperatively 
with the FC has moved ferry-related is-
sues in a very positive direction.” 

In other ferry news, Beck report-
ed that Kay Haaland at Washington 
State University is doing the final tally-
ing of the ridership survey and her re-
port should be completed the first week 
of May. “Thank you to everyone who 
filled one out,” she said. “There were 
some good suggestions that we will be 
able to implement. We will share the re-
sults with everyone as soon as we receive 
them.”

Unfortunately, there is nothing new 
to report on the ticket machine. All 
Beck could say was: “We are experienc-
ing challenges with every step of the 
project and we are working very closely 
with the vendor to solve them.” 
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(continued from page 1)

HEROES
(continued from page 1)

of an island sanctuary to a local philan-
thropist, the late Patsy Bullitt Collins. 
Exclaiming that “the entrance to the 
San Juan Islands should be this kind of 
place,” Patsy donated $1.5 million to 
the San Juan Preservation Trust to make 
that vision a reality. Formerly known 
as the Demopolous Marsh, named af-
ter the previous owners, the Preserva-
tion Trust rechristened the property the 
“Peach Preserve,” in honor of Patsy’s 
childhood nickname. 

Restoring and maintaining the 
wildlife preserve

Scotch broom is a persistent invasive 
plant on the Peach Preserve, but a num-
ber of volunteers and Preservation Trust 
staff have been working to eradicate it 
from the preserve and reestablish a na-
tive plant community on the sand berm 
between the beach and the marsh. 

The nonprofit Preservation Trust has 
been entrusted to care for this land, and 

it takes its role seriously. In addition to 
restoration activities, it has also recruit-
ed a number of volunteer land stewards 
to monitor the preserve. The stewards 
have recently reported a number of mi-
nor violations on the property. 

The volunteer land stewards and the 
Preservation Trust request that visitors 
to the Peach Preserve mind a few good 
manners: please leash Fido (loose dogs 
can disrupt nesting wildlife); pick up 

(and pack out) your pet waste 
and your garbage; don’t build 
beach shelters or campfires; and 
please don’t cut or pick native 
vegetation. You are, however, wel-
come to pull out Scotch broom!

From the vantage point of 
Anacortes, the Peach Preserve 
stands out as an oasis of open 
space and lush green. It is this 
distant view that first impressed 
Patsy. 

“I’ve always felt it was a won-
derful thing to board the ferry to 
Orcas and look over and see that 

beautiful site on Guemes,” she said. 
We know you agree with Patsy, and 

in her honor, and in honor of your fel-
low community members who worked 
hard to protect this lovely corner of 
Guemes Island, please help us take care 
of it. 

For more information about the 
Peach Preserve, please contact Kathleen 
Foley, the trust’s program director, at 
kathleenf@sjpt.org. 

An impromptu—and unwelcome—beach shelter 
on the Peach Preserve

the “guinea pig” who helped us develop 
the policies that eventually became the 
foundation of a very successful program. 
Lori trained and responded to calls 
along with the rest of the department. 
She was certified in wildland firefight-
ing in 2010, completed her two years as 
a Junior Firefighter in August 2011, and 
then became a full-fledged department 
member.

Zander Woofenden was the sec-
ond member of our Junior program (fall 
2009), and also contributed to the evo-
lution of the program. He completed 
his Junior service in April 2011, becom-
ing a full member of the department. 
He has since completed wildland fire-
fighting certification, Firefighter 1 Acad-
emy, and EMT training, and is work-
ing on becoming part of our high-angle 
technical rescue team.

Susan Rombeek is one of those  
everyday heroes frequently found help-
ing out her neighbors. She works with 
Guemes Connects and the Guemes Is-
land Library, and volunteers on the 

Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholar-
ship Committee. She is humble about 
her contributions, which only makes us 
more appreciative of her service.

Gail Nicolls founded CERT in the 
mid 1990s. She continues to serve as 
the leader of this important organiza-
tion, putting in countless hours on proj-
ects required for its operation. CERT is 
a valuable asset to the island, and acts as 
the fire department’s eyes and ears dur-
ing emergencies.

Lorraine Francis was described by a 
fellow volunteer as “being everywhere.” 
The heart and soul of Guemes Con-
nects, Lorraine is the driving force be-
hind the Gathering lunch every Thurs-
day. She can be found in the kitchen at 
many island events, and the GIFD calls 
her the “Chief Chef.”

Jack Fees recently completed his 
tenure as a fire commissioner. He was 
always approachable and his upbeat at-
titude to problem-solving put his fellow 
islanders and other department mem-
bers at ease.

Jim Dugan has supported the GIFD 
for nearly two decades. He became a 

fire commissioner in 1995, serving un-
til the fall of 2011. Jim also volunteered 
time to help improve the facilities and 
equipment throughout his tenure, often 
spending his own money to insure nec-
essary advancements in service. Under 
his leadership the department modern-
ized nearly all of its apparatus, and pro-
gressed from a traditional volunteer or-
ganization to a modern fire department 
with high expectations for training and 
participation.

The GIFD Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS) Team saved a life 
last summer. On August 20, 2011, the 
GIFD responded to a possible heart at-
tack at the Guemes-side ferry landing. 
Upon our arrival the patient was still 
conscious, but soon became pulseless. 
The EMS team sprang into action, per-
forming CPR and shocking the patient 
three times with a defibrillator. The pa-
tient finally revived, was transported to 
the hospital, and survived. Saves of this 
type are very rare and reflect the level of 
training and commitment the depart-
ment’s entire EMS team consistently 
demonstrates. 
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The Guemes Island Community 
Church will celebrate Mother’s Day on 
May 13 with a service led by the men 
of the congregation. Each woman there 
will be presented with a flower. Every-
one is welcome.

On May 27, an island-wide creativ-
ity celebration will be part of the 9:30 
a.m. service. The nontraditional service 
will feature original poetry, drama, and 
special music. Following the ceremony, 
refreshments will be served and original 
works from the visual arts will be dis-
played. Anyone from the island is wel-
come to participate by reading a poem, 
playing some music, or displaying a 
piece of art. For more information, con-
tact Julie Pingree at 293-2269.

Earth Day cleanup volunteers Rob and 
Emma Schroder were part of an effort 
initiated by Melody Young. She plans 
to organize earlier next year and attract 
more volunteers.

A Cleaner Earth

The weather was gorgeous on April 7 when is-
land children gathered at Schoolhouse Park for the 
annual Easter egg hunt. Numerous hardboiled eggs 
that had been dyed the previous afternoon at the 
Church by island youngsters and additional plastic 
eggs were hidden all over the Park. The egg hunters 
ran through the grass gathering eggs into baskets, 
including a few special “golden eggs.” Prizes were 
awarded for the golden eggs.

Stella Spring was the coordinator of the dyeing 
and hunting events, assisted by Hallie Freeman and 
other volunteers. The Easter Bunny thanks all those 
who donated eggs, prizes, and time. 

The next senior foot and nail clinic 
will be held May 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Guemes Island Community 
Church. Foot care is $19 and fingernail 
care is $6. For further details or to make 
an appointment, call Lorraine Francis at 
293-8364.

Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Schol-
arships will be awarded to outstanding 
island students at a reception on Sun-
day, May 6, at the Church at 3 p.m. The 
public is encouraged to attend and sup-
port the winners.

The scholarship fund is sponsored 
by a number of island organizations and 
will award a $1,500 gold, $1,000 silver, 
and $500 bronze award this year.

Memorial Day weekend marks the 
beginning of the summer season wheth-
er the weather cooperates or not. Do-
nate some baked goods and plants and 
bring your guests to the traditional sales 
at the Church on Saturday, May 26, to 
support some worthy island causes.
Pies galore and a la mode

The annual pie and baked-goods 
sale, sponsored by the Women’s Fel-
lowship of Guemes Island Communi-
ty Church, will be held from 10 a.m. 
to noon (or until the treats are sold) on 
Saturday, May 26, at the Church. This 
popular event is the yearly fundraiser 
for the Women’s Fellowship. Whole pies 
and individual servings will be avail-
able, plus brownies, breads, cookies, ice 
cream, and coffee. The doors will open 
promptly at 10 a.m. (no early sales). 
Last year’s pies sold out in an hour.

Pie and baked-goods donations from 
islanders are welcomed, but only fruit-
filled pies are permitted, per Health 
Department rules. Donations may be 
brought to the Church starting at 9:30 
a.m. on the day of the sale. Come stock 
up on treats for the holiday weekend or 
for a friendly bite to eat.
Plants for G.I.V.E. and Guemes 
Connects

While you’re waiting for your pie, 
come to the annual plant sale outside 
the Church on Saturday, May 26, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Toni Schmokel, known 
fondly as “The Plant Sale Lady,” will 
spearhead the fundraiser for two  
island service organizations: Guemes  
Island Volunteer Exchange (G.I.V.E.) 
and Guemes Connects. Toni maintains 
that the good folks at Guemes Connects 
enabled her to keep her husband, Steve, 
on the island during his illness.  

If you would like to donate plants or 
want further information, call Toni at 
420-8919, Becky Stinson at 770-6037, 
or Connie Snell at 708-3589. The last 
day for accepting plants is May 18.

Church News

Of Pies and PlantsEggs, Bunny Side Up

Lucy Gray finds Easter eggs 
at Schoolhouse Park.

Guemes Gold Reception 
Set for May 6

Senior Foot Clinic  
Returns May 15
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In each issue, the Tide offers a preview of upcoming class-
es and workshops on the island. If you’d like us to include 

your class or workshop, send details to editorial@guemestide 
.org by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue.

      Island artist Sue Roberts has a number of classes starting this 
month. Here’s a preview, with more details available from Sue at 770-

6140 or at towerartsstudio.com.
Build Your Own Bird Bath/Art Totem

This class will focus on hand-building and glazing decorative clay to cre-
ate a unique outdoor bird bath/art totem. Students will use slab and pinch 
pot-building techniques and will glaze their pieces. Designed for all levels, the 
class runs for six sessions, May 8 through June 12. $190 fee includes materials 
and open studio on Fridays.
Ceramics for Everyone

This class combines mosaics with hand-built clay forms. Students learn 
how to hand-build a simple vase form or slab figure out of terra-cotta clay. Af-
ter firing, fragments of ceramic tiles, mirror, pottery, found objects, and trin-
kets are applied to create a colorful mosaic. Open to all levels, the class runs 
for six sessions, May 8 through June 12. $190 fee includes materials and open 
studio on Fridays.
Felt Hat-Making

This two-day workshop with Penny Berk is a great opportunity to learn 
how to make a felt hat using wool fiber, soap, and your own muscles! Wet-
felting is one of the oldest fabric-making techniques used by humans. All ma-
terials will be provided so that each student will leave with a hat in their hand 
or on their head. May 5 and 6; $195 class fee includes materials.

Class Acts

Saturday, June 16, will see the return of this (almost) annual Guemes classic. 
Tickets will be $10, with proceeds going to the Guemes Island Community Center 
Association to help with maintenance. More details will be provided in the June is-
sue of the Tide. 

If you can volunteer to transport visitors from the ferry to the various gardens, 
or if you need more information before June, contact organizers Becky Stinson, 
770-6037 or riverheart@earthlink.net; Joan Petrick, 293-4438 or petrickjoan@
gmail.com; or Sally Stapp, 293-9474 or stappbrigham@earthlink.net.

Bill and 
Gail Greenlaw 
welcomed sec-
ond grandchild 
Jacksen Alexan-
der Greenlaw 
into the world 
on February 
28. Weighing 
8 pounds and 
13 ounces and 
measuring 21 
inches, Jacksen 
was born to Michael and Megan Green-
law, who are stationed at Beale Air Force 
Base just outside Marysville, California. 
Michael is an imagery analyst with the 
Air Force and was raised on Guemes. 
Jacksen made his first visit to the island 
in mid-April.

Each 
year across 
the coun-
try on the 
second 
weekend 
in May, 

volunteer “citizen scientists” join in 
the North American Migration Count. 
Count leaders send the raw field data to 
the Ornithological Lab at Cornell Uni-
versity where, over time, it helps track 
the health of migrating species. 

Guemes is lucky to have two ex-
tremely knowledgeable leaders, Valerie 
Shahan and Beth Thompson, who have 
come to the island for many years for 
the daylong count.

This year it’s on Saturday, May 12. 
If you have busy feeders where we can 
count, and/or would like to participate 
for all or part of the day, please contact 
Judith Horton by leaving a message at 
293-8374. She will contact you with 
more information. The group will meet 
in the parking lot at Anderson’s Store 
with the arrival of the 8 a.m. ferry. 

The more experienced birders who 
join in, the more of the island we can 
cover.

May brings an outdoor theme to most of the Soup Supper programs for the 
month. The following programs will be presented on Tuesdays at the Church at 7 
p.m., following dinner at 6 p.m.:  
        May 1: Anne and Don Passarelli will describe the Road Scholar program (formerly 
known as Elderhostel) and provide examples of their trips. 
        May 8: Joan Melcher of the Skagit Audubon Society will talk about their local 
hikes and the Pacific Northwest Trail, from Montana to Puget Sound. 
        May 15: Denise Crowe, naturalist at Anacortes Community Forest Lands, will tell 
about recreational uses of the 2,800 acres of forest within the city of Anacortes. 
        May 22: Melody Young will describe the proposed coal-train facility to be built in 
Bellingham. 
        May 29: The Guemes Island Drama Group, led by Jackie Hartwich, will present a 
short play reading (to be announced).

Soup Supper Schedule

Welcome, Jacksen  
Alexander 

Calling All Birders!

Guemes Garden Tour Returns
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By Tom Murphy
Key issues at the April 19 meeting of 

the Guemes Island Community Center 
Association (GICCA) were treatment of 
the Hall by users, the Schoolhouse Stage 
project, and finances and other busi-
ness—as well as May’s special Saturday 
meeting and talent show (see sidebar).

Complete details of the meeting will 
be available on linetime.org.

Treasurer Norm Prewitt reported a 
bank balance of $20,141.39, and that 
income exceeded expenses in March. 
Norm has filed paperwork with the U.S. 
Postal Service for nonprofit status and is 
awaiting a reply. The benefit would be 
substantial, as a nonprofit stamp is 15 
cents rather than 45.

Several people commented that the 
Hall is often left dirty after someone 
has used it, in violation of the under-
standing to “leave it in the condition in 

GICCA Discusses Stage, Finances, and More
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Local talent and community good times will be on tap at a festive Guemes 
Island Community Center Association dinner/meeting on Saturday, May 12. A 
brief business session at 5:30 p.m. will be followed by a potluck at 6 p.m., with 
beer tasting provided by local brewers Square Harbor Brewery, and dinner en-
tertainment by Cannery Underground (a.k.a. Tim Wittman and Dave Perkins).  

After dinner the fun continues with announcer Ron Knowles introducing a 
variety of local acts including tap dancers, guitar, fiddle, ukulele, and possibly 
even you! A wide array of talent, by folks of all ages, is encouraged, and it’s not 
too late to sign up: contact Julie Pingree at jpng008@gmail.com (293-2269), 
Kathleen Phillips at kathleen.phillips@pobox.com (206-250-9043), or any other 
Community Council member.

That’s (Guemes) Entertainment

which you found it.” The board agreed 
to review the rental agreement with spe-
cial attention towards the obligation to 
clean the Hall after use.

On the Schoolhouse Park Stage 
project, Kelly Bush relayed from Mark 
Linnemann, stage committee chair, that 
drawings have been completed and sub-
mitted to structural engineer Ivan Kali-
ban for final comments prior to submit-
tal to the county. Mark is still hoping 
for county approval in May or June.

Kathleen Phillips reported that she 
had met with attorney Mary Brennan 
regarding the GICCA bylaws. Given 
their age and condition, Mary recom-

mended that the GICCA Board discard 
the current bylaws and start anew. She 
provided a copy of a boilerplate bylaws 
document as a starting place for the 
board.

Julie Pingree reported that Kari 
Prescott, who has sponsored and per-
formed in chamber-music concerts 
at the Hall for the past several years, 
asked if GICCA wished to allow these 
concerts to fall under the umbrella of 
GCCA’s nonprofit status. After much 
discussion a motion was made and sec-
onded to approve Kari’s request, but the 
motion failed.

In closing, Julie reminded everyone 
of the May 12 meeting and asked that 
we all help get the word out! 
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By Edith Walden
A jury of six men and six women listened to five and a half 

days of testimony in Skagit County Superior Court beginning 
April 12 on charges against former Guemes Island resident 
Charles Feld, 55. 

After nearly seven and a half hours of deliberation on 
April 20, the jury returned guilty verdicts on two counts of 
attempted premeditated murder of Stephen Callero, 48, and 
Tim Hanby, 60; four counts of premeditated assault on Cal-
lero, Hanby, and sheriff’s deputies Steven Gonzales and Jess 
Brannon; one count of premeditated arson at Callero’s resi-
dence; and one count of felony harassment with threats to kill 
sheriff’s deputies. 

The jury returned firearm enhancement charges on four 
of the counts, which will add up to 10 years to the sentenc-
ing range for each count. Sentences for the attempted murder 
charges and assault charges must run consecutively; the mini-
mum sentence for each attempted murder charge is 20 years 
without opportunity for early release. Feld’s prior felony con-
viction will add additional time. Official estimates of his sen-
tence range from 80 to 112 years.

Listening in the hushed courtroom as the court clerk read 
the verdicts were numerous sheriff’s deputies and investigators 
involved in the case. Also present was Phyllis Feld, the defen-
dant’s wife. Feld’s face paled as the verdicts were read, but he 
showed no other sign of emotion.

On March 30, Skagit County Deputy Prosecuting Attor-
ney Russ Brown had written to defense attorney Wes Richards 
offering Feld a plea bargain that would result in only 13.33 
years of confinement in exchange for guilty pleas to one count 
each of first-degree assault, first-degree arson, and felony ha-
rassment. Feld had rejected the offer and stated in court (out 

of the jury’s presence) that he believed 
“plea bargaining is extortion. There 
is no way I would accept even if they 
told me I could go home tomorrow.”

Following Feld’s conviction, Su-
perior Court Judge Michael Rickert 
increased his bail from $1 million to 
$1.5 million, based in part on his re-
corded threats to escape. At press time, 
a sentencing date had not been set. 

A tale of two defendants
The prosecutors and the defense 

presented dramatically different ver-
sions of the events that occurred on 
Guemes Island April 2 and 3, 2010. 

“This is a case about a man who 
took the law into his own hands,” 
Deputy Prosecutor Brown told the 
jury in his opening statement. The 

rapt jurors listened as Brown read the text of several obscene 
and threatening phone messages Feld left on Stephen Callero’s 
phone days before the events of April 2. In them, Feld first 
promises to pay the money ($150) he owed for renting a roto-
tiller, then taunts Callero to come to Feld’s house to talk. 

Brown related how Callero had called the sheriff’s office re-
questing assistance in collecting the debt. Deputy Brian Lehr 
later testified that he advised Callero that the matter was a 
civil issue, but that if he was going to make contact to “take 
a neutral party with him to help keep the peace” and a cell 
phone, adding that he may have said, “There is strength in 
numbers.”

Here’s a summary of Brown’s account of the increasingly 
violent chain of events when Callero brought two witnesses 
with him (Tim Hanby and son Aaron Callero) to the Feld res-
idence on Edens Road to collect the money: 

Around 6 p.m. Callero leaves the parked truck and approach-
es the house unarmed. Charles and Phyllis Feld come out on the 
porch. Callero requests payment. An argument ensues. Feld be-
comes heated and agitated. Hanby approaches the house and joins 
the argument. Feld goes into the house and brings out a prepared 
bucket of gas, bleach, ammonia, and dish soap and throws it on 
Hanby, partially blinding him, and then tries to light him on 
fire. Hanby becomes agitated. Callero calls 911. Feld throws a 
flowerpot to knock the cell phone out of Callero’s hand. Feld goes 
back in the house. Callero and Hanby begin to retreat to Hanby’s 
truck. Feld comes out with a .38 semiautomatic pistol and fires in 
the men’s direction at least twice. He follows the two to the truck, 
reaches in, points the gun at Callero’s head, and pulls the trig-
ger. The gun jams. Callero manages to pull the truck door shut. 
Feld breaks the window with the butt of the gun and tries to pull 
Callero out. Hanby hits Feld’s arm with a fish club. Hanby and 

Guilty on All Counts
Ex-Islander Charles Feld Will Spend Life in Prison

Charles Feld leaves the courtroom on April 20 after being convicted on all counts.
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robbery. He suggested that Feld chased after the two retreat-
ing men with his gun, firing “warning shots,” because he 
thought they might be going to their vehicle to get more 
weapons.

Richards conceded that “the evidence is clear that Feld is 
responsible for the fire,” and that there was no doubt about 
the harassment call. While admitting that Hanby’s fish club 
was an “odd weapon” and that Feld was “an odd kind of guy,” 
he insisted that Feld did not have a premeditated intent to 
kill, and reminded jurors that Feld received a sharpshooter  

rifle award while he served in the army.
In closing arguments, Richards pointed out the lack of 

physical evidence and the inconsistencies in the alleged vic-
tims’ descriptions of the incident, claiming, “I wouldn’t buy a 
used car from these folks.”

Recorded confessions key to case
In a masterful interrogation by then Chief Criminal Dep-

uty Will Reichardt (who is now Skagit County sheriff), con-
ducted an hour after Feld was taken into custody, Feld was 
invited to “tell your side of the story.” In the hour-long video 
that was played to the jury, Feld calmly and rationally tells of 
the encounter. He claims Callero had rented the rototiller for 
him as a favor and was going to trade him for some rabbits.

He asserts that the “four” men who came are known bul-
lies on the island and that he dreamed they were coming two 
nights before it happened. He had prepared the gasoline con-
coction several days in advance. He says the men got up on 
the porch and knocked on the door.

He admits throwing the gas on Hanby and taking out 
his lighter and threatening to light him. He says he took the 
stick from Hanby and broke the truck window with the stick. 
Twelve times he denies using any firearms, adding, “I don’t 
believe in guns. I don’t have any weapons.” He denies hav-
ing anything to do with the fire 13 times, initially insisting he 
didn’t even know where Callero lived.

He explains that after the incident he took Phyllis’s truck 
down to the beach to calm down, and then went to “Recycle 
Mike’s” (Michael Grennell’s). He says he then returned the 

Defense attorney Wes Richards (left) asks Tim Hanby to identify a 
fish club. 

(continued on page 13)

Callero (and Aaron, who has stayed inside his own truck parked 
many yards away) leave. The 911 dispatcher, who has been re-
cording the entire event, instructs the two to go to the Fire Hall 
for medical assistance and safety.

At 9 p.m. Feld calls 911 and threatens to kill all the officers 
on his property if they don’t leave in 30 minutes. At some point 
Feld goes to Callero’s Holiday Hideaway residence, breaks into 
his fifth-wheel trailer home, turns on the gas stove and lights it, 
throws gasoline and lawn furniture in the trailer, and it burns to 
the ground. Callero’s dump truck also burns. 

Feld returns to the perimeter of his own property. At around 
11, Phyllis lures Deputy Gonzales from his post across the street, 
lying to him that Feld is in Anacortes, and thereby revealing the 
deputy’s position to Feld. Around midnight all the lights go out 
at the Feld house. A few minutes later, a rifle shot is fired from 
near the Feld house at two officers across the road at the Shoultz 
property. An officer wearing night-vision goggles sees a figure be-
hind a woodpile near the Feld house. The county’s high-risk team  
executes a warranted search of the Feld home. Inside they find a 
number of Molotov cocktails, a packed survival bag with a box  
of ammunition in it, and other ammunition. Around 6 a.m. 
Feld is discovered locked inside a patrol car. He surrenders.

Brown listed Callero’s losses from the fires: family heir-
looms (including his mother’s hope chest that her father had 
made for her), his children’s artwork, family photographs, a 
coin collection, his business computers and all his business  
records, all his personal possessions, and the dump truck that 
he relied on to run his business.

Feld was “trying to break Stephen Callero physically, fi-
nancially, and emotionally,” Prosecutor Weyrich asserted. “He 
lays a trap for him and tries to kill him. He burns his house 
down for the fun of it.” Weyrich summarized, “That’s evil.”

The defense’s case: a frightened citizen  
defending himself

While the defense agreed with many of the details of the 
case, they argued that Feld was within his federally mandated 
rights to defend himself, his wife, and his property, pointing 
out that in the state of Washington there is no legal require-
ment to retreat.

The defense maintained that:
• Feld was expecting Callero and had prepared the gasoline 

mixture to defend himself.
• He was not expecting the other men. 
• When Hanby, who Feld did not know, approached from 

the truck, he was carrying a fish club at his side. 
• Callero and Hanby refused repeated orders to leave the 

property. 
• Hanby threatened Feld: “I’ll beat the money out of you, 

m***f***.” 
• Feld was scared and thought there were two more men 

waiting in the second truck. 
• He threw the gasoline mixture at Hanby and the flower-

pot at Callero in defense. 
Although neither man ever got on the porch where Feld 

was, defense attorney Richards argued that this was armed 
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When What Time Where Contact

May 1, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 - 3:00 pm Matchett's Marianne Kooiman 293-5815

Family Park Day after school Schoolhouse Park Stella Spring 588-1588

Soup Supper - Elderhostel Road Scholars 6:00 pm Church Martha Kline 293-9850

May 2, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 3, Thur. Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 4, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 5, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 6, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Awards 3:00 pm Church Jan Ebersole 299-4322

May 7, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

May 8, Tues. Family Park Day after school Schoolhouse Park Stella Spring 588-1588

Soup Supper - Nearby Day Hikes 6:00 pm Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Fire Commissioners' Meeting 7:30 pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 293-4995

May 9, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 10, Thu. Men's Book Club 7:00 - 9:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

May 11, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sam Green/Tony Curtis Poetry Reading 7:00 pm Hall Anne McCracken 293-6626

May 12, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

GICCA Meeting 5:30 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2269

GICCA Potluck & Talent Show 6:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2269

May 13, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Mother's Day

May 14, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Win Anderson 293-4539

Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 15, Tues. Senior Foot and Nail Clinic* 9:00 am - 3:00 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Family Park Day after school Schoolhouse Park Stella Spring 588-1588

Soup Supper - Denise Crowe, Naturalist 6:00 pm Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact

May 16, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Cowboy Poet, Dick Warwick 7:00 - 9:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 18, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Endangered Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Species Day Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 19, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 20, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

May 21, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Committee 8:00 am Fire Hall Dixon Elder 293-8935

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

May 22, Tues. Family Park Day after school Schoolhouse Park Stella Spring 588-1588

Soup Supper - Coal-train Proposal 6:00 pm Church Martha Kline 293-9850

May 23, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 25, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

GIET Climate-Change Essay Awards 7:00 pm Anacortes Library Gary Curtis 299-0419

May 26, Sat. Plant Sale 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Church Toni Schmokel 420-8919

Pie and Bake Sale 10:00 am - noon Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 27, Sun. Church Creativity Service 9:30 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

May 28, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Memorial Day Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

May 29, Tues. Family Park Day after school Schoolhouse Park Stella Spring 588-1588

Soup Supper - Guemes Island Drama Group 6:00 pm Church Martha Kline 293-9850

May 30, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 31, Thur. CERT Radio Test 7:00 pm Gail Nicolls 293-9540

ONGOING Art Show: Cynthia Hunziker and Penni Cocking will be displaying their work at the Store through May.

Skagit River Poetry Festival*: May 17-20 in La Conner

UPCOMING Dog Island Run: Saturday, June 2, start time 10:45 am, Schoolhouse Park

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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FELD TRIAL
(continued from page 10)
truck to Banjo Eddie Miklosh’s, walked to his own house, and 
snuck in to say goodbye to Phyllis. 

“I did nothing wrong, I broke no laws,” he maintains. 
“I expected Steve. I was hoping he would come. When the 
devil’s coming at you, you’ve got to take as many with you as 
you can. That was my mental state of mind when I saw them 
coming in my driveway.”

He admits calling 911 and leaving an ultimatum that he 
doesn’t remember, wanting the officers to leave his property. 
He describes his two-hour wait in the trees on the west side  
of his residence, about 100 feet from the deputies.

Reichardt encourages him to tell the whole story and to 
“be an honorable man.” He pauses, and Feld quietly states, “I 
burned the trailer down,” and details his method. With more 
encouragement to be “a man,” Feld admits to firing two warn-
ing shots with a .38 semiautomatic pistol that he later threw 
in the water at the beach. He insists there were three rounds 
left in his clip.

A recording of the 911 threat Feld made to kill all the of-
ficers was played for the jury. In addition, numerous taped 
jail phone conversations between the Felds were entered into 
evidence. In them, Feld proclaims his religious/political phi-
losophy about how “all authorities will be put to death” in a 
bloodbath, he reiterates many of the details of his crimes, and 
threatens to escape if he gets a chance. “I did him a favor by 
burning his house down,” he brags. “I want a percentage of 
his insurance.” Callero was not insured.

Faulty memories
Eyewitness accounts are known to be not always reliable, 

and the testimony of the four witnesses, two years after the 
event, demonstrated the point. As in the parable of the blind 
men describing an elephant, each had a different story to tell.

Stephen Callero stated he saw Feld try to light Hanby on 
fire. Hanby, temporarily blinded by the gas mixture, denied 
seeing any such attempt. He insisted he never talked to the 
911 dispatcher, but after his testimony jurors listened to him 
speak to the dispatcher on a recording of the call. Aaron  
Callero’s estimate of how far away from the house he had 
parked varied from statements he had made earlier, and both 
estimates conflicted with the actual measurements of the 
driveway. 

Phyllis Feld, who was the only witness to testify for the de-
fense, appeared to have a very selective memory of the events. 
On the stand she said she never saw Feld with a handgun, and 
“couldn’t recall” making a statement to an officer five days af-
ter the event that Feld had gone into the house and gotten a 
handgun. She denied seeing a lighter or hearing a threat to 
light Hanby.

Selective remorse
In his taped interview, Feld tells Reichardt, “I wanted to 

send a message to that boy that he’d remember the rest of his 
life. He’s fortunate to be alive. And I have no remorse. I’m not 

sorry for what I did. As far as I’m concerned, I’m one of God’s 
sons. He was Lucifer. When someone’s coming at me there are 
no rules.” 

When Feld was taken into custody, he talked all the way 
back to Mount Vernon, Deputy Jason Moses testified. Ac-
cording to Moses, Feld detailed some of his actions: “You 
should have seen his eyes!” Feld remarked when he described 
taking out his lighter after pouring the gas cocktail on Han-
by. He assured Moses that the charges against him would be 
dropped because the courts think he is mentally unstable. He 
apologized to Moses for keeping the sheriffs up all night.

At a break during the trial, Feld spoke to his sister-in-
law Carol Deach, stating, “I want to tell Alice and Marvin 
[Shoultz] that I’m sorry for causing this whole thing.”  Then 
he turned to a guard and said, “I had no idea what I’d get my-
self into when I moved to Guemes Island.”

“An abundance of caution”
Throughout the two-year process of bringing the case to 

trial, Prosecutor Weyrich has been careful to avoid mistakes 
that could result in an overturned decision upon a defense ap-
peal. Defense attorney Richards made several attempts to have 
a mistrial declared that were denied by Judge Rickert, and he 
has indicated he will file appeals on some of the grounds that 
were denied.

In requesting that the plea bargain letter be admitted into 
the court file, Weyrich cited the need for “an abundance of 
caution.” 

Major delays were caused when Richards, a public defend-
er, insisted his client was incompetent to stand trial because 
Feld refused to cooperate in his defense. Feld repeatedly re-
fused to meet with Richards or come to court hearings, called 
for his public execution and suicide, fired him, and then hired 
another attorney, who withdrew several months later. Rich-
ards was then reassigned to the case. Richards continued to 
claim that Feld could not rationally assist in his defense.

Four evaluations of Feld by mental-health experts at West-
ern State Hospital were ordered by the court—several last-
ing up to 90 days in residence at the hospital. Each time the 
experts stated their opinion that Feld was competent to stand 
trial. In a competency hearing that concluded on March 13 of 
this year, Judge Rickert concurred.

Because Feld had become known for his profane outbursts 
in court, a special room had been prepared with a video feed 
in case he was disruptive. However, Feld remained calm and 
engaged throughout the trial, with only one outburst in front 
of the jury, chastising the  high-risk team leader for “what you 
did to my wife and my home.”

The first three days of the trial, Feld appeared in his red 
jail suit, shackled at the ankles, wearing a full beard and medi-
um-length hair. Both his defense attorney and the judge had 
urged him to wear civilian clothes.

On the fourth day, Feld looked startlingly different, ap-
pearing in a sport coat and slacks with shirt and tie, clean 
shaven, with a short, well-groomed haircut, and unshackled. 

He frequently put on reading glasses to examine docu-
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ments, and had numerous discussions with his attorneys, 
some obviously cooperative. Judge Rickert noted that “Mr. 
Feld’s responses are clear and concise,” and that he seemed  
to be a “very intelligent man” who is tracking everything. He 
observed that Feld holds beliefs that the system is corrupt, 
noting that he respected Feld’s opinions and beliefs.

A remarkable lack of physical evidence
The state called 19 witnesses to the stand—the 3 eyewit-

nesses, 13 law enforcement officers, 2 fire officials, and a fo-
rensic specialist. However, the prosecutor’s case was not but-
tressed by much physical evidence. There were 202 exhibits of 
evidence admitted in the case, but most were photographs. 

After the search warrant was executed on April 3, result-
ing in numerous photographs of the contents of the house, 
including the bucket with residue of gas mixture, both crime 
scenes were left unsecured until April 7, when another search 

warrant was 
obtained. 
It was only 
then that a 
police dog 
and met-
al detector 
were used to 
hunt for bul-
let casings 
and frag-
ments out-
side the Feld 
property, 
and it wasn’t 
until April 

9 that the Shoultz property was searched for evidence of the 
bullet shot at the two deputies.

Five days after the incident, samples of the gasoline mix-
ture were collected, along with the Molotov cocktail jars, 
some of Feld’s clothing, his cell phone, and military records.

The defense was quick to point out the lack of evidence: 
only one .22 shell casing was found at the scene.

Fire Warden Fred Wefer examined the fire scene on April 
3. He was not able to detect any accelerant, in part because 
he ran out of calibration gas and could not use his calibration 
instrument. He did conclude that he had never seen two vehi-
cles burn in two places at the same time without assistance. 

On April 5, then Deputy Fire Marshall Kelly Blaine tested 
Hanby’s clothes, which registered positive for toxic and com-
bustible gases. On April 7, he assisted collecting evidence at 
the Feld home and also collected evidence at the fire scene. 
Under cross-examination, he agreed that the scenes had not 
been secured and that the chain of evidence had been broken.

Skagit County Sheriff Chief of Field Services Tom Molitor 
told the Tide he is proud of the initial investigation, includ-
ing the strength of the witness statements and the taped con-
fession. In retrospect, he observed, “we learned a lot from this 
case.” One lesson is to “tie up ends initially,” he said.

Stephen Callero (right) is cross-examined by 
defense attorney Nancy Neal while Judge Michael 
Rickert listens.

A juror’s perspective
In the end, even with the conflicting testimony and miss-

ing evidence, the jury concluded that Stephen Callero, sup-
ported by his recorded 911 call and the recorded confessions 
by Feld, was the most credible witness, according to state-
ments made to the Tide by Juror #7, who wished to be identi-
fied only as “Eric.”

According to Eric, the jury listened again to Callero’s 911 
call and to Feld’s taped interview, Feld’s 911 call, and the Feld 
jail phone calls. The jury concluded that Callero’s manner 
during testimony matched the description Hanby attributed 
to him of a man who was “gentle, mild-mannered, passive, 
soft-spoken, not aggressive at all” rather than the bully that 
Feld tried to portray. Additionally, Callero’s story matched 
what the jury could hear on the 911 call.

Eric revealed that the most significant information in 
reaching the verdicts was the legal definitions that came with 
the record-breaking set of 53 jury instructions. He particular-
ly noted that a “premeditated” action is one that takes “more 
than a moment” to carry out. He reported that the jury had 
no trouble coming to unanimous decisions of guilty on all the 
charges. There was only one holdout on one of the firearm en-
hancement charges, so they made no decision on it.

Eric had served on two prior juries, one that resulted in a 
mistrial and one in a hung jury. He praised this experience of 
bringing a diverse group of people together to make such an 
important decision. “I’m glad to have done something that 
made a difference,” he said. 

Grateful for support
Stephen Callero expressed some relief after learning of the 

verdicts. Still suffering from the many impacts of that night, 
he told the Tide, “It’s been a long ordeal.” He hopes not to 
be blamed for what happened and “is grateful for the over-
whelming support from islanders.” Above all, he wants “to 
move past it and get on with life.”

That night was unforgettable to all involved. The volunteer 
fire department took charge of the incident until law enforce-
ment arrived, and were then locked down at the Fire Hall and 
not allowed to do what they were trained to do: put out a fire. 

More than 30 officers from all over the county responded 
to the island, acutely aware that an officer and other victims 
had died in a seemingly similar incident in the county less 
than a year before. 

Islanders were confused and frightened by news of a 
shooter on the loose and an uncontrolled fire on a very windy 
night. Friends and neighbors risked their lives to contain 
the fire with garden hoses. The ferry crew ran all night. The 
CERT team got a workout.

There are more than a few people who are satisfied that 
justice has finally been reached; more than a few who are 
ready to move on.

Editors’ note: For a detailed description of the incident and 
the largest police action in the history of Guemes Island, see pages 
6–7 in the archived May 2010 issue of the Tide on our website, 
guemestide.org. 
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By Win Anderson
An unsolved murder mystery and 

the broken dreams of would-be settlers 
and entrepreneurs trying to make a liv-
ing on Cypress Island, the last undevel-
oped habitable island in the San Juans, 
were discussed at the April meeting of 
the Guemes Island Historical Society. 

Also noted were the myriad connec-
tions between Cypress and Guemes.

Guided by Christopher White’s book 

The History of Cypress Island, Part 2
The Rise and Fall of Civilization on Cy-
press Island, the group learned that the 
remnants of the Shadrack and Mary 
Wooten family ended their 40-year suc-
cessful farming presence at Secret Har-
bor in 1924 when Mary and two sons 
moved to Guemes. 

Later, however, son Shadrack Jr., 
a.k.a. “Sharkey,” moved back and set 
up housekeeping with Rene Isberto, the 
ex-wife of an Alaska cannery worker. 
The couple was last seen alive June 22, 
1924, preparing to row to Sinclair to 
pick cherries. The next day Rene’s body 
was discovered in the skiff floating in 
Thatcher Pass. Cause of death: suffoca-
tion or heart failure. The skiff’s oarlocks 
were found on Pelican Beach, the scene 
of an apparent struggle. Despite an ex-
tensive search, no sign of Sharkey was 
ever discovered. The primary suspect, 
Paul Isberto, was released after proving 
he had been in Alaska at the time.

Cypress, through its hostile geology 
and lack of amenities, managed to beat 
back attempts to permanently “civilize” 
it. However, its many natural amenities 
made it a target of preservationists. The 
state Department of Natural Resourc-
es (DNR), which already owned several 
parcels, bought land around Eagle Cliff 
for a Natural Area Preserve in 1975. 

The Save Cypress Island Commit-

tee, formed in 1966, was working to do 
more when R. A. Hanson arrived from 
Spokane, bought up more than half the 
island, and introduced his concept for 
condominiums, cabins, conference cen-
ter, golf course, marina, and airport. 

In the end, public opinion—led by 
such groups as Friends of Cypress Island 
and the Cypress Island Natural Histo-
ry Association—led Hanson to sell his 
property to the DNR for $5.4 million.

The public is invited to hear Jeff 
Gent reminisce on topics of interest at 
the Monday, May 14, meeting of the  
society, at 7:30 p.m. at the Church. 

By Holiday Matchett
On March 27, Soup Supper featured Kurt Hoelting, who undertook a yearlong 

quest for a radically different, locally based life.
After seeing the documentary An Inconvenient Truth and taking an online survey 

of his carbon footprint—as many Guemes Islanders have done—he felt he had to 
do something to reduce the huge gap between his convictions and his actions. “To 
be honest, I didn’t really feel like I had a choice,” he said. “Our climate emergency has 
been caused by our collective personal actions. Unwinding this dilemma isn’t some-
one else’s problem.” 

Most startling to Hoelting was his personal travel footprint: he was generating 
29 tons of CO2 in travel, versus the global goal of 2 tons per person. So for one year, 
he stayed within 100 kilometers (60 miles) of his Whidbey Island home and never got 
into a car, traveling only by foot, bike, boat(s), public train, and bus. 

Kurt is an ordained United Church of Christ minister and a 30-year instructor of 
Zen training and meditation practice. The intent of his dramatic change of behavior 
was to explore what he could accomplish based not on guilt but on joy, engagement, 
and adventure.

His experiment is recounted in his 2010 book, The Circumference of Home: One 
Man’s Yearlong Quest for a Radically Local Life.

Kurt Hoelting and Living the Local Life

Cypress Island as it appeared to the Skagit 
County Assessor’s office at the end of the 
homesteading boom, approximately 1920
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By Nick Allison
Sometime between April 6 and 

April 10, a thief cut the bronze propel-
lers off two boats in a yard on Pheasant 
Run Lane, apparently for their scrap-
metal value. Some wiring was also 
stripped from vehicles on the property, 
presumably for the same reason.

“We see a lot of metal thefts,” com-
mented Chief of Field Services Tom Mo-
litor of the Skagit County sheriff’s office. 
“Any scrap metal nowadays, especially 
copper, is a pretty attractive target for 
thieves.”

There are no suspects in the crime.

Propellers Stolen for 
Scrap Metal
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Josiah Lyons turns 15 on May 2.
Catherine Reyburn turns 16 on May 4.
Ana and Elise Northcutt turn 3 on  
     May 5.
Hallie Freeman turns 15 on May 12.
Marguerite Adams turns 84 on May 15.
Maxwell Seto turns 12 on May 18.
Otter Moline turns 11 on May 23.
Jill Brenden turns 7 and Elle Jennings 
     turns 13 on May 24.
Iris Sherman turns 90 on May 29.
J. T. Butler turns 10 on May 31.

By Thea LaCross
Islanders are invited to save Satur-

day, June 23, for a “celebration of three 
things that are important to our lives: 
our community, our Constitution, and 
our Hall,” as organizer Sandy War-
mouth describes it. The event will in-
clude a silent auction, a cash raffle, and 
a short presentation on constitution-
al issues affecting our state by a repre-
sentative from the Washington chapter 
of the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU). Proceeds from the raffle and 
auction will benefit the ACLU and the 
maintenance fund for the Hall. 

Looking to attract “an eclectic ar-
ray of wonderful things,” the organiz-
ing committee is seeking donations for 
the silent auction. And there’s an added 
enticement: to encourage contribution 
of special items, donors may optionally 
stipulate a minimum bid and receive a 
percentage of the proceeds.

For more information about dona-
tions, or about the event itself, contact 
Sandy at sandywarmouth@yahoo.com 
or 293-3718. 

The Guemes Island Environmental Trust (GIET) has chosen the winners of the 
Climate Change Essay Contest for Skagit County Youth. The contest was open to 
Skagit County youth 15 to 20 years of age. The winners answered the question, 
“What is the biggest threat to humans from climate change and how will you en-
gage your friends to turn it around?” Contestants were also required to respond to 
the documentary Plan B, Mobilizing to Save Civilization featuring Lester Brown. 

Of the 12 essays submitted, GIET chose 4 winners. Kyle Mitchell, a senior 
at Mount Vernon High School, won the first prize of $1,500. Michael Giles, a 
freshman at Mount Vernon High, was awarded the second prize of $1,000. Ty-
ler Thompson, a senior at Anacortes High School, won third prize at $500. Judg-
es were so impressed by the entries that 
they awarded an honorable mention 
prize of $250 to Maribel Rodriguez, a  
senior at Anacortes High.

The awards will be presented at the 
Anacortes Library on Friday, May 25, 
at 7 p.m. Everyone is invited to attend. 
The top two winners will read their es-
says, followed by a panel discussion of 
the four winners defending their essays. 
Copies of the winning essays will be 
available at that time.  

The GIET essay committee com-
prised Gary Curtis, Juby and Tom Fouts, 
Martha Kline, Carol and Howard Pellett, 
and Connie Snell. 

More than 60 islanders gathered 
at the Hall on April 21 to watch Old 
Goats, an independent film directed by 
Taylor Guterson. 

Islander Lois Duncan organized the 
event and introduced her friend Benita 
Staadecker, one of the actors in the film, 
who introduced the film and answered 

Unique Auction Event to 
Benefit ACLU, Hall

Climate-Change Essay Winners Chosen
Awards to Be Presented at Anacortes Library May 25

With seven billion people depend-
ing on food and water, we can’t assume 
that our choices will have little to no 
consequences. . . . I have faith that we 
as humans can rise above our greed 
and temporary riches. . . . I believe 
that humanity can pull itself out of 
the grave it’s digging itself. . . . I hope 
that I can become one of the many 
who can make decisions bigger than 
themselves. . . . As Martin Luther King Jr. 
once said, “Nothing in the world is more 
dangerous than sincere ignorance and 
conscientious stupidity.”—Excerpts 
from Kyle Mitchell’s first-prize essay

questions following the screening. 
The film followed the stories of three 

older men as they try to keep their lives 
interesting in retirement. It will open in 
July at the Uptown Theater in Seattle 
and is scheduled for a later DVD release 
that will be available on Netflix. 

The film has won awards at film fes-

tivals across the country.
Donations of $563.50 and house-

hold supplies will go to benefit the Ana-
cortes Family Center.

Old Goats Screening a Hit—and a Help—for the Family Center
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By Sally Stapp-Brigham
On April 6, renewable-energy en-

thusiasts from Seattle to Bellingham 
gathered for a potluck at the Hall with 
participants in Ian Woofenden’s Solar 
Energy International (SEI) northwest 
spring solar-electricity workshop. It was 
the workshop’s 16th year. Five Guemes 
renewable-energy system owners made 
short presentations about their adven-
tures in embracing renewable energy.

Two off-grid systems were profiled, 
with discussion of ultra-efficiency and 
the lifestyle choices necessary to make 
off-grid living practical and economical.

Joost Businger and Marianne Koo-
iman were early adopters of solar-elec-
tric modules, encouraged by the cost 
of bringing conventional electricity up 
their long, challenging driveway. They 
store their solar energy in a basement 
battery bank and have rooftop and tree-
mounted solar-electric modules.

Solar Energy Potluck a Big Success
Dan Lewis and 

Jill Brandsborg’s 
half-mile-long drive-
way also cinched 
their choice to live 
off-grid in a simply 
elegant 250-square-
foot cabin. Solar-
electric modules 
supply energy for 
refrigeration, lights, 
electronics, and wa-
ter pumping. They 

collect and store several thousand gal-
lons of rainwater, and shower in the gar-
den with water heated by an evacuated-
tube solar water heater.

The three grid-tied systems profiled 
collect solar energy, use what they need, 
and send the rest back to the Puget 
Sound Energy’s grid, where it is redis-
tributed to other consumers and cred-
ited to the owners’ bills:

A tower-mounted solar-electric ar-
ray powers John Meyer and Lisa Ken-
nan-Meyer’s efficient, green-built home 
in the summer, and in the winter their 
wind generator—installed atop a 170-
foot tower with help from an SEI Wind 
Power workshop—takes over. Their bat-
tery bank provides outage protection.

Jim and Sue Nichol’s 2,000-square-
foot south-facing house—built using 
structurally insulated panels—is heated 
for about $1 per day with an air-source 

heat pump primarily powered by a roof-
top solar-electric system. 

Dick Brigham and Sally Stapp-
Brigham’s 1,300-square-foot North 
Beach home has a 2.4-kilowatt solar-
electric array that produced 51 percent 
of their electricity in 2010 and 63 per-
cent in 2011. Since their solar modules 
were manufactured in Washington state, 
they receive an incentive payment of 34 
cents per kilowatt produced. 

In closing remarks, SEI instructor 
Brad Burkhartzmeyer stated, “I don’t 
know if you realize what a gold mine 
you have in Ian’s expertise.” He estimat-
ed that Guemes has more renewable- 
energy installations than his home city 
of Tacoma.

Guemes solar-electric enthusiasts do 
know—Ian’s knowledge, enthusiasm, 
and skills of persuasion are legendary. 

From left: John Meyer, Jim Nichol, Joost Businger, Dan Lewis, Dick 
Brigham, and Sally Stapp-Brigham answer questions about their 
residential solar energy installations.
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Herb Smith pets Elvis, the newest addi-
tion to the Smiths’ yak herd.

A Spring Arrival
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By Holiday Matchett
Spring is here on Guemes, and sun-

shine is more than just a dream—at 
least on some days. The visible and au-
dible clues include frogs singing, slugs 
sliming, swallows returning, a few bees 
on the dandelions, and fruit trees in bud 
and bloom. 

But below most people’s conscious 
awareness, there is the promise of many 
insects creeping, crawling, and flying 
as soon as the weather warms. They in-
clude those usually classified as pests 
and those that are the pests’ natural en-
emies (and thus our friends). 

Best known among the friends are 

the several varieties (genera) of lady 
bugs, praying (or “preying”) mantids, 
spiders, and honeybees and bumblebees. 
But careful examination will reveal a 
world of constant activity and consump-
tion. 

Night workers
In our compost bins, around the 

less-controlled edges of gardens, and 
among the rocks and decaying woods 
are the “creatures of the night.” These 
animals—such as decomposing and 
predatory mites, carnivorous ants, pred-
atory beetle larvae, infant centipedes, 
and baby earthworms—are so small that 

we seldom see them 
without a hand lens.  
Mixed in with them 
are the millipedes, 
centipedes, and large 
beetle larvae (grubs), 
adult beetles like the 
rove beetles, tiger bee-
tles, ground beetles, 
carab beetles, and on 
and on.

These little animals 
are our friends be-
cause their diet largely 
consists of dead mat-
ter or, better yet, of the fly larvae that 

are eating dead mat-
ter. The predaceous 
carnivores, like the 
ground beetles and 
tiger beetles, feed as 
adults on slugs and 
snails. So these deni-
zens of the night tend 
to help us both with 
composting and with 
preying upon those 
creatures who eat our 
gardens at night. 

Friends with 
stingers

Then there are 
those friends who 
busily move about 
by day, usually fly-

ing, and pollinate flowers. These include 
many species of bees, some so small we 
don’t notice them and some so large that 
we duck when they fly by. 

The bees are collecting nectar, pol-
len, and cellulose materials for their 
nests and their offspring. 

Often there is a compromise on how 
“friendly” they are, as they may wield a 
stinger. The bumblebee builds nests in 
the ground and may be surprised by our 
trespassing on its nest and sting. The 
open-nest paper wasps (genus Polistes) 
often build so close to a doorway that 
they take offense at our “crowding” their 
home; the paper wasps with the closed, 

football-shaped nests (also called hor-
nets) become very aggressive in late 
summer and fall with the final rearing of 
their young. The scariest are the yellow-
jackets, who aren’t afraid to build near 
human activity and are great defenders 
of their colonies. In all cases, these in-
sects are considered “beneficial pollina-
tors,” yet they can cause pain, and dan-
ger for those allergic to the chemicals in 
the venom. 

Other insects who pollinate include 
the hover flies (syrphids), who visually 
mimic bees, wasps, and hornets. These 
flies are smaller than bees and fly like 
helicopters. They often are also carnivo-
rous, feeding on aphids, white flies, and 
other bothersome bugs. Also crawling 
all over the flowers in search of inverte-
brates to eat (largely insects and mites) 
are small beetles and true bugs (Hemip-
tera), including the assassin bug. They 
attack and eat the bugs or drag them 
back to larvae to feed.

Parasites, lacewings, and 
nymphs, oh my

Among the most numerous friends 
are the parasitic insects who usually go 
unnoticed: the heroes of farmers, or-
chardists, and home gardeners. Many of 
these are small, delicate wasps (ichnem-
onids and braconids) or hairy little flies 
(tachnids) that lay their eggs on leaves, 
flowers, and stems of the plants in your 
garden or orchard. The eggs are con-
sumed by plant-eating pests as they eat 

A Hidden World of Friends and Foes

A Polistes wasp, also known as an open-nest paper wasp, rests 
on a blossom.

These hover flies look much like bees or wasps, but are stingless 
and feed on garden pests.
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(continued on page 20)

Beneficial Bugs
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By Dyvon Havens
May is a time to welcome the many 

returning wild creatures who grace 
our island lives. Our soils have finally 
warmed and the microbes and earth-
worms have resumed their activity. We 
begin seeing barn swallows flitting af-
ter flying insects, and we hear the first 
olive-sided flycatcher songs (“quick three 
beers”).

In the eight years I’ve been recording 
first arrivals at our place, black-headed 
grosbeaks have shown up between May 
3 and May 10. Pond patrolling begins 
by our earliest dragonfly, the California 
darner. And our hearts swell at the first 
fawn sighting, typically between May 21 
and June 2. 

Enter the mason bee
A small but important blue-black 

bee is at its busiest during May. Osmia 
lignaria, commonly known as the or-
chard mason bee, pollinates our blue-
berries, tree fruits, and other spring-
flowering fruit. In nature, the bees nest 
within hollow stems, woodpecker drill-
ings, and insect holes in trees. Because 
they can augment the work of the de-
clining honeybee populations, many 
gardeners are providing nest blocks to 
encourage mason bees to their yards. 

The first mason bees begin flying 
about mid-April, so nest blocks are posi-
tioned in March. They should be placed 
on the east side of a structure about five 
feet high, protected from wind and rain. 
This allows for watching the bees at very 
close range, as they are fascinating and 
not aggressive. 

The first nest hole is usually filled 
within one week after the first bee ar-
rives. The female places a mud plug at 
the bottom of the hole, and then brings 
in several loads of nectar and pollen. She 
lays one egg on top of this food, closes 
off the cell with more mud, and contin-
ues this way until the hole is nearly full. 
Finally, she plasters a thick mud plug 
at the entrance. The bee larva hatches 
and eats the food, then pupates. Near 
the end of summer it transforms into an 
adult bee, but remains within the pupa 

in the cell until the following spring. 
The foraging range of these bees 

is about 100 yards, so it helps to have 
early-blooming flowers and a source of 
mud nearby. This activity continues for 
about 4-6 weeks. When it appears nest-
ing is complete, I carefully move my 
bee boxes to the barn, where they will 
be safe from predation by yellowjackets, 
parasitic wasps, and woodpeckers.

Nest-box options
I’ve been putting out nesting boxes 

for about 12 years. Because the adult 
bees are emerging at the same time that 
new nests are filling the holes, I have 
evolved to a system of plastic nest box-
es that allows me to remove the pupae 
each December and clean the nest box 
and also to remove most of the millions 
of parasitic mites from the overwinter-
ing pupae. The standard wooden bee 
block does not lend itself well to this 
procedure.

Dennis Palmer has a less expensive 
but equally effective system using paper 
straws. He is able to easily remove the 
pupae from the straw for cleaning and 
winter storage. Dennis keeps his cleaned 
pupae in the refrigerator until about one 
week before apple blossoms open, thus 
controlling the timing for peak pollina-
tion of his fruit. 

Bee blocks are readily available com-
mercially, but you can make your own 
out of pine or fir four-by-fours with 

holes drilled ¼ to ⅜ 
of an inch in diame-
ter and 3 to 6 inch-
es deep. You can also 
purchase bees; howev-
er, I have never need-
ed to do that. The old 
saying “Build it and 
they will come” seems 
to apply. 

A welcome sign 
of spring

When the first 
of these gentle little 
bees arrives in April, 
it’s as exciting to see 
as the first swallow 
or the first open tu-
lip. I greet them with 

a cry of “Hello!” and then watch with 
utter amazement and joy as—time af-
ter time—they disappear into their hole 
nests with material and then reappear 
to fly to the pond and garden for more 
provisions. Spring on Guemes Island is 
about as good as life gets. 

If you’d like more information about 
the bees or the bee blocks, feel free to 
contact me at 293-0221 or by email at 
david.dyvon@frontier.com. 

The Mason Bee:
Busy and Benign

Dennis Palmer displays his mason-bee nest box. 
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Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular  

meeting, May 8, 2012, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall

Public welcome
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Editors’ note: Anderson assures us 
that no animals or people were harmed 
producing this piece. However, be 
advised: some readers may find the 
subject matter objectionable.

There was nothing to 
be worried about. “Just 
drive it like a car,” said my 
reassuring, trusting friend 
Dave as he handed over 
the keys to his modest, 
comfortable motor home. 
And it did drive just like 
a car—albeit a heavier, 
ungainly version of a 
car with a side-mirror 
wingspan of nearly eight 
feet. In retrospect, I should 
have paid more attention 
to that measurement 
as we set off for eastern 
Washington for what we 
anticipated would be a classic Road 
Trip. You know—Fun With the 
Family.

With the vehicle fueled, lubed, and 
loaded, we tumbled aboard bleary-
eyed and not yet cranky, aiming for 
the M/V Guemes’s “red eye” run: mom, 
dad, Charlotte, 21, and Neil, 17. 

But the engine was balky and 
needed priming. Slight delay. Soon 
the occupants were also primed—for 
crankiness. But as the minutes ticked 
down, the rig fired up and off we 
went, not so late that I had to cross 

the driveway bridge quite that fast—
not with that fir tree so close. That’s the 
one that smacked the side mirror, which 
took out the radio aerial and passenger 
window (Elaine’s!).

We had traveled 50 feet. Not to 
worry, still rollin’ . . . up a little hill, 
left corner wide, and—what was that? 
Sounds like an avalanche. The turn 
was just enough to fling open the 
refrigerator door, dumping the carefully 
stored contents into a colorful, soggy, 
undulating heap on the carpet.

We were now 100 feet from the 
house. The good news: everyone was 
wide awake.

We caught the ferry and it was our 
good fortune to have our own workshop 
in town for cleanup and temporary 

repairs. Unfortunate incidents decreased 
in severity as we continued our journey. 
Things like the sanitary hose crawling 
out of its nest in the rear bumper like 
a crazed corrugated python repeatedly 
smacking its head on the pavement in 
the slipstream. There was a pesky water 
leak . . . and of course, the embarrassing 
episode with the gas-tank crossover 
switch. And little things, like the 
cupholder collapsing from the weight of 
the first full cup.

But meeting family in Quincy, our 
adventurous tale paled 
next to an RV-savvy 
relative’s story. On an 
extended cross-country 
trip he had taken the 
precaution of carefully 
and proudly stashing 
a significant wad of 
travelin’ cash where no 
thief would ever find it. 
The concealment was so 
ingenious, so perfect, that 
he forgot about it until he 
had pumped his holding 
tank into a National Parks 
septic system.

Oops!
Twenty-three years later I imagine 

those rangers are still guffawing as they 
reminisce about the “fishing expedition” 
they were called to assist with, after that 
bundle of bills squirted into the fetid 
depths.  

OK, Mr. Relative, you’ve one-upped 
the Andersons with that one.

Note: Most of the money was 
recovered, laundered, and accepted 
by a bank. Months later, some of the 
bills even arrived at the owners’ home 
by mail, a tribute to the professional 
dedication of those rangers. 

BENEFICIAL BUGS
(continued from page 18)
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your tree leaf. Then the beneficial para-
site hatches, grows, pupates, and kills 
the host pest. 

Other garden friends include lace-
wings, who leave little eggs suspended 
on leaves attached with a long, hairlike 
stalk—fun to watch for. Their larvae are 
like little alligators who suck the fluid 
out of aphids, scales, mealybugs, leaf-

hoppers, thrips, mites, and pear psylla. 
A lacewing adult is one of the most deli-
cate and enchanting insects it’s possible 
to encounter.

Spiders are so well studied that their 
value is rarely underestimated. But per-
haps less well understood is the value of 
our official state insect, the green darner 
dragonfly, an impressive carnivore on 
the wing. During its nymph stage—in 
between egg and adult—it has a huge 

appetite for mosquito larvae, among 
other living creatures.

Don’t be bugged
We look forward to spring for many 

reasons; sharing it with bugs may not be 
at the top of most people’s lists. 

Nonetheless, they all have their roles 
to play. And isn’t it nice to know that 
for every pest out there, there is a ben-
eficial bug? 
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By Edith Walden
April may have been National Poetry 

Month but May will be Poetry Month 
on Guemes and in La Conner. 

The 7th Biennial Skagit River Po-
etry Festival will be held in La Conner 
May 17 to 20. More than 35 poets from 
across the country and Canada, includ-
ing nationally renowned poet Nikki 
Giovanni, will be reading and lecturing 
at the festival. 

Three of the poets will be reading on 
Guemes prior to the festival. Two oth-
ers with Guemes connections, islander 
Nancy Allen Larsen and former islander 
Red Pine (Bill Porter), will be featured 
at the festival. 

Poetry patron extraordinaire 
Anne McCracken has been laboring 
for months helping to put the festi-
val’s complex schedule together. See 
skagitriverpoetry.org for tickets or for 
details about the festival.

Sam Green and Tony Curtis 
read on May 11

Sam Green, Washington’s first poet 
laureate, and Irish poet Tony Curtis 
each gave readings last year on Guemes 
to wide acclaim. They return to read to-
gether on Friday, May 11, at 7 p.m. at 
the Community Center. 

Green was raised in Anacortes and 
is a resident of Waldron Island. He is 
the author of ten collections of poetry, 
including The Grace of Necessity, which 

A Plethora of Poetry
won the Washington State Book Award 
for poetry.

Born in Dublin, Tony Curtis was 
awarded the Irish National Poetry Prize 
and is the author of six collections of 
poetry. His most recent collection is  
The Well and the Rain: New and Selected 
Poems. He is also the author of a book  
of poems for children, An Elephant 
Called Rex and a Dog Called Dumbo. 

Donations of $10 are suggested and 
will benefit the Skagit River Poetry Proj-
ect, whose mission is to bring poets into 
Skagit County classrooms to promote 
literacy, appreciation of language, and 
participation in culturally diverse com-
munities. 

Refreshments will be served.

Cowboy poet Dick Warwick 
reads on May 16

Dick Warwick—cowboy poet, mu-
sician, and longtime friend of Susan 
Gwost—will entertain islanders with 
poetry and music Wednesday, May 16, 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Hall. 

Warwick lives in the Palouse country 
of eastern Washington and is a frequent 
participant at the National Cowboy  

Poetry Gathering in Elko, Nevada. He is 
also a member of the Western Music As-
sociation. His biography on the Skagit 
River Poetry Festival website notes that 
“he receives poetic inspiration from na-

ture, pastoral and agrarian issues, chang-
ing times, animals (including the hu-
man variety), and from modern culture’s 
ever-expanding trove of folly, flummery, 
and foolery.”

This promises to be a fun time; bring 
your instruments for music with friends 
following the program. Donations of $5 
will help defray Dick’s travel expenses.

Nancy Larsen presents Edna St. 
Vincent Millay in La Conner on 
May 18

Nancy Allen Larsen first began 
memorizing and performing poetry 
when she was in the second grade. Her 
one-woman performance of The Belle of 
Amherst, a play by William Luce about 
poet Emily Dickinson, premiered on 
Guemes Island in 1979 just prior to be-
ing staged at the Broadway Theatre in 
Seattle. Islanders may also remember 
Nancy presenting a poetry performance 
on the island several years ago with her 
identical twin, Mary Allen Todd.

Nancy will present a lecture and 
drama presentation of work by Edna St. 
Vincent Millay on Friday, May 18, from 
2 to 3:10 p.m., in the Gaches Mansion 
in La Conner. For ticket information, 
see skagitriverpoetry.org.

Red Pine reads and lectures in 
La Conner on May 18 and 19

One of the country’s foremost trans-
lators of Chinese poetry, Red Pine 
(born Bill Porter) is a former resi-
dent of Guemes and now lives in Port 
Townsend. The award-winning transla-
tor has published 15 works of Chinese 
translations, primarily Taoist and Bud-
dhist works.

He will present “The Hermit Tradi-
tion: The Chinese Quest for Solitude” 
on Friday, May 18, from 2 to 3:10 
p.m. at the Museum of Northwest Art 
(MONA) in La Conner. That lecture 
and reading will be repeated on Sat-
urday, May 19, at MONA from 9 to 
10:15 a.m. From 10:45 a.m. to noon 
the same day, also at MONA, he will of-
fer “China’s Oldest Book: On Capturing 
a Plum Blossom.” The series will feature 
slides from his extensive Asian travels.

For ticket information, visit 
skagitriverpoetry.org. 

Nancy Larsen (left) will present work by 
Edna St. Vincent Millay on May 18.

Renowned cowboy poet Dick Warwick 
comes to Guemes on May 16.
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Five Years Ago
A lively debate ends in 

stalemate as the Commu-
nity Center Council sought 
to broaden the voting base 
for its elections. The op-
tions of using a “best list” 
of voters or officially regis-
tered voters were thorough-
ly discussed and ultimate-
ly left out to dry. Elections 
continue to be determined 
by those who show up at 
the annual meeting.

—The Evening Star, 
May 2007

Ten Years Ago
Firehouse denizen Willard “Felix” 

Edmunds captured in prose by Betty 
Crookes. 

Win Anderson named “Citizen of 
the Year.”

Guemes Island’s “three century” lady, 
Adele “Dottie” Graham, dies at the age 
of 106. She was officially Skagit Coun-
ty’s oldest resident.

—The Evening Star, May 2002

Fifteen Years Ago
Ferry workers are outraged and the 

reaction on the island is mixed as it is 
learned the Board of County Commis-
sioners is attempting to turn ferry op-
erations over to a private company. The 
Inland Boatmen’s Union pledges to stop 
the effort.

Looking Back
From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society

A yacht explodes in nearby Anchor 
Cove Marina, shaking the ferry Guemes 
and frightening passengers as loading 
was underway. The owner of the yacht is 
the only casualty, suffering bruises and 
cracked ribs as he was thrown in the wa-
ter among flaming debris. 

Bill Warmouth and Pete Peterson in 
rowboats pulled six young crabbers from 
the frigid waters off North Beach after 
their outboard-powered Livingston cap-
sized.

—The Evening Star, May 1997

Fifty Years Ago
The Anacortes School District votes 

to close the Guemes Island school in 
1963 due to “the difficulty in assigning 
properly qualified teachers to the island 
in the past.” The ten students affected 

will be transported to Ana-
cortes for classes. 

Construction of the 
Guemes Island ferry terminal 
“is rapidly nearing comple-
tion,” according to Skagit 
County Commissioner Scott 
Richards.

—The Anacortes Reporter, 
May 1962

One Hundred Years Ago
“The island young peo-

ple are getting weary of hav-
ing their dances interfered 
with by a few bilious blokes 
‘biled’ in booze who go there 
only to drink and fight. . . . 

It is fierce when a few hoodlums full of 
‘houch’ try to mar their pleasure with 
obscene and profane language unfit to 
be heard in hades.” 

“If something chances to go wrong 
with the engines of the [new ferry] Elk 
and the ferry master chances to use the 
Sunny Jim [an older boat used for pic-
nics and outings] in her place for a few 
trips, we should not fly into a passion 
and shout from the housetops that Mr. 
Rickaby is not fulfilling his contract 
with the county. . . . There will always 
be Kickers and they must keep kick-
ing, the poor creatures can’t help it, they 
were born that way.”

— Charley Gant, publisher, Guemes 
Tillikum, May 6, 1912

Guemes Island School No. 21 closed for the 1963 school year after 
most parents indicated a preference for sending the children to Ana-
cortes. The building was demolished a decade later and the property 
deeded to Skagit County. It became Schoolhouse Park in 1974.
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