
September 2012

$2.25

Vol. 3 No. 7

By Tom Murphy
Traffic-safety issues took cen-

ter stage at the July 24 commu-
nity meeting hosted by Skagit 
County commissioners Kenneth 
Dahlstedt, Sharon Dillon, and 
Ron Wesen at the Community 
Center. The well-attended meet-
ing also featured numerous oth-
er county officials.

People speeding down South 
Shore Road and a blind ninety- 
degree corner on the same road 
generated the most pointed 
comments at the meeting. Is-
land resident Tony Fox challenged 
Skagit County Sheriff Will Reichardt to station police along 
South Shore Road at any time and stated they would be mak-

ing multiple arrests given the 
speed some people are driv-
ing to catch the ferry, which 
Fox estimated to be 60 miles 
an hour. He stated that people 
watch for the ferry to leave 
Anacortes and then speed to 
get in the ferry line. Fox fur-
ther claimed that while walk-
ing he is forced off the road at 
least ten times a day. 

Sheriff Reichardt said he 
would look into the issue with 
his officers.

Fox then requested that 
speed bumps be installed along 

South Shore Road. County staff explained that speed bumps 

County Officials Host Island Meeting

By Edith Walden and Holiday Matchett
On about May 18, residents along North Beach and Seaway Hol-

low noticed two very large, rusty barges anchored in the channel between 
Guemes and Jack Island. The two vessels, measuring about 210 feet and 
240 feet, were registered out of Wrangell and Ketchikan, Alaska. On 
board one was a tanker truck and piles of lumber, gravel, and dirt. The 
barges were not lit at night and had no masts, making them difficult to 
see in the dark. 

Occasionally a 
dilapidated tugboat 
was moored with the 
barges.

Concerned about navigational safety and that the barges had been 
abandoned, numerous islanders began calling various authorities to report 
the dangerous situation. Guemes Island Fire Chief Mike Stamper was ad-
ditionally concerned that the vessels presented an “attractive nuisance” for 
curious young people. 

The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), the Washington State Department of 

Decrepit Barges Are Finally Gone

Flanked by numerous officials, County Commissioner Sharon 
Dillon addresses a community meeting on Guemes on July 24.

(continued on page 5)

The barges, unlit at night, posed a navigation hazard.
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North Beach had a close-up view of this barge.

It Takes a Village to Move Two Boats

(continued on page 4)
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Letters
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Plane owners are grateful
Dear editor,
A big thank you to Edith Walden 

and The Guemes Tide for the sensational 
front-page article in the July-August is-
sue. Thanks also to Win Anderson for 
wonderful photography, especially for 
that breathtaking takeoff shot! It is very 
emotional. 

It was astounding to hear from the 
pilots how generously they were helped 
and how welcoming everybody was. The 
hospitality of islanders made the whole 
experience positive and memorable. 
Thank you!   

—Viktoriia and Juan Pablo Castro
Editors’ note: The writers own the 

small plane that made an emergency land-
ing on Guemes on June 16 (see July-Au-
gust, page 1). The three pilots returned to 
Belgium safely; Guillaume Gailly recently 
passed his theory exams in pursuit of his 
Airline Transportation Pilot License.

Guemes rolls up its sleeves
Dear Guemes Islanders,
On behalf of patients in our com-

munity’s hospitals, I wish to extend our 
thanks. During the blood drive on July 
21, Puget Sound Blood Center regis-
tered 24 people to donate blood. This 
will bring health and comfort to many 
patients. 

Blood donations are critical in or-

der to maintain a stable blood supply 
for surgeries, for medical emergencies, 
and for supporting patients battling life-
threatening illnesses like cancer and leu-
kemia. 

Thanks to all the donors who took 
time out of their busy day to donate 
blood, with great appreciation to Juby 
Fouts and Lorraine Francis for organiz-
ing the drive and to the Guemes Island 
Community Church for providing the 
blood-drive site. We couldn’t have done 
it without you. 

Each weekday, 900 people must do-
nate blood to meet the needs of patients 
in western Washington hospitals. Your 
blood drive has played an important 
role in helping meet that goal. 

The following patients are just a few 
of the many who have received blood 
from Puget Sound Blood Center in the 
past few days. The blood was available 
for them, thanks to blood drives like 
yours: 

• A 15-year-old patient with heart 
surgery used 10 units of red blood cells, 
6 units of plasma, and 4 units of plate-
lets.

• A 44-year-old patient with hemor-
rhagic shock/adrenal cancer used 22 
units of red blood cells, 20 units of plas-
ma, 8 units of platelets, and 11 cryopre-
cipitate pools.

• A 71-year-old patient with back sur-
gery used 18 units of red blood cells, 2 
units of plasma, and 2 units of platelets.  

—Carol Rondello, Mobile Representa-
tive, Puget Sound Blood Center

After taking a break during the busy 
summer months, the Guemes Island 
Community Center Association (GIC-
CA) returns to its regular schedule with 
a monthly meeting and potluck on 
Thursday, September 20. The potluck 
starts at 6:15 p.m. with the meeting fol-
lowing promptly at 7. All islanders are 
cordially invited to attend. 

GICCA Meetings 
Resume in 
September

Our July-August article “Guemes 
Island Crabbing” (page 24) incorrectly 
described how to measure a Dunge-
ness crab. To be legal to keep, a male 
crab must measure at least 6¼ inches 
from inside the points, not all the way 
to the points’ tips.

For detailed information, visit 
wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab.

Correction
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By Judith Horton
Skagit County will hold this year’s 

second Guemes Island Ferry Operations 
Public Forum on Thursday, September 
13, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at the Hall. 

According to Glen Veal, chairman 
of the Guemes Island Ferry Commit-
tee (GIFC), in August GIFC met with 
Skagit County Public Works (PW) to 
discuss the agenda, which will include 
the ferry’s operational needs and oth-
er ferry-related topics relevant to the 
Guemes community.

Both GIFC and PW strongly en-
courage islanders to attend in order to 
learn about these issues and to share 
their input. The agenda is available at 
skagitcounty.net/ferry and on LineTime 
(linetime.org). 

Agenda items are:
• Draft 2013 Ferry Operations Work 

Plan
• Draft Ferry 2012 Operations Status 

Report
• Public Works recommendations 

to expand peak season dates to May 1 
through September 30

• Ferry projects update
• Other ferry-related concerns and  

issues
Those attending the meeting will 

include Skagit County Commission-
er Ron Wesen, Public Works Director 
Henry Hash, Ferry Operations Division 
Manager Rachel Beck, Public Works 
Controller Ed Erickson, and Public 

Works Account-
ing Tech Jim 
Martin.

Annual 
haulout in  
October

The dates 
have been fi-
nalized for this 
year’s haulout: 
October 8–24. 
The car ferry will 
make its last run 
on Sunday, Oc-
tober 7, at 5:45 
p.m. The re-

maining three runs of the evening—and 
all other runs through the 24th—will be 
passenger-only trips provided by Arrow 
Launch Service on the regular nonpeak 
sailing schedule (see skagitcounty.net for 
schedule and fares).

The Strait Arrow has a cabin, can 
carry 49 passengers, and allows bicycles 
and small motorbikes. PW has arranged 
for Skagit Transit to provide a bus on 
Guemes for transportation to and from 
the ferry.

The M/V Guemes will sail to Foss 
Shipyard in Seattle to be drydocked. 
Scheduled maintenance includes re-
placement of one outdrive, two pro-
pellers, and the generator keel cooler; 
stripping and cleaning the fuel tanks; 
painting portions of the superstructure, 
deck, and void spaces; performing other 
small maintenance items; and comple-
tion of the U.S. Coast Guard drydock 
credit.

The vessel is scheduled to return to 
service on Thursday, October 25, in 
time for the 6:30 a.m. sailing.

$1.2 million grant for dolphin 
replacement

Skagit County was recently award-
ed a $1.2 million grant by the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation from their 
Ferry Boat Discretionary Program to 
replace worn dolphins at the Anacortes 
dock of the Guemes ferry. These struc-
tures are located at the mouth of the 
dock to help guide the boat in. The pil-
ings are made from rubber-coated, cre-
osote-treated wood, and over the years, 
due to damage and erosion, they can re-
lease toxic compounds into the water. 

The county already replaced many of 
the dolphins on both docks during the 

Ferry Forum Coming September 13
Annual Haulout Set; Dolphins to Be Replaced
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Ecology (DOE), and the Washing-
ton State Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), which has jurisdiction 
on state-owned aquatic lands, were 
contacted. On behalf of the Guemes 
Island Property Owners Association 
(GIPOA), Howard Pellett contacted 
Skagit County Commissioner Ron 
Wesen and Commissioner of Public 
Lands Peter Goldmark. State Repre-
sentative Jeff Morris was also alerted.

Captain is located 
On May 25, the USCG report-

ed to DNR that they had reached the 
captain of the tugboat, who indicat-
ed that his tug was having mechani-
cal problems and would be underway 
once the repairs were completed—
within 10 days. On June 15, DNR 
staff conducted a site visit and then 
tracked down the tug and captain in 

Anacortes. The captain then indicated 
the problems were not mechanical but 
were licensing issues. The captain con-
tinued to make weekly contact with 
DNR, and the vessels were then consid-
ered to be “in navigation” and not aban-
doned, Goldmark explained in a letter 
to GIPOA dated July 17.

On July 9, islander Holiday Match-
ett called the local USCG and was re-
ferred to the Seattle office, where Petty 
Officer Lloyd informed Matchett that 
he would let the Waterways Manage-
ment Branch know. They could warn 
other navigators by radio that vessels 
were transiting through the area. “Not 
much we can do about it,” Lloyd con-
cluded, and then referred Matchett to 
the DNR Derelict Vessel Removal Pro-
gram (DVRP).

On July 11, Melissa Ferris of DVRP 
informed Matchett that DNR Land 
Manager Terry Carten had visited one 
of the barges on June 25 and had then 
visited Captain Eilertson, the tugboat 
owner, who had brought the barges 
down from Wrangell loaded with scrap 
metal. His plan was to return with a 
barge of gravel. Ferris confirmed that 
the captain was waiting for a license au-
thorizing him to move the barges. She 
indicated that DNR thought the USCG 
should be monitoring the situation.

County meeting brings success
On July 24, at an island community 

meeting with county officials (see article 
on page 1), Matchett raised the issue 
to the county commissioners. In atten-
dance was Skagit County Department 
of Emergency Management Coordina-
tor Mark Watkinson. Knowing there 
was an emergency-management oil-spill 
exercise scheduled for August 8 around 
Guemes and Jack islands, he spearhead-
ed an effort to get the barges removed 
from the area. With cooperation from 
Chief Stamper, he contacted the DOE 
and insisted the exercise could not take 
place with the barges in the area. The 
vessels disappeared on August 7.

Stamper reports that the USCG now 
has monitors onboard the vessels and 
can track their location, which was last 
known to be further north in Belling-
ham Bay. 

Dock Rehabilitation Project, and this 
grant will allow the last five dolphins 
to be replaced with ones made of steel. 
The county is funding 20 percent of 
the project with $300,000 from county 
road funds. 

PW says the project is being lauded 
for removing a source of pollution from 
Puget Sound, creating local jobs, and 
supporting the American steel industry. 

According to Skagit County Pub-
lic Works Director Henry Hash, sup-
port at the state level, hard work by the 
PW staff, and better documentation of 
our ferry system helped the county re-
ceive all the grant funding it asked for 
this year. 

Director Hash especially thanked 
Congressman Rick Larsen and his staff, 
adding that Washington State received 
a total of $5.8 million to improve ferry 
systems, and Skagit County received the 
second highest amount of funding in 
the state. 

The dolphin replacement project is 
scheduled for completion in 2013 and 
will not interrupt ferry service.

For more information on any of the 
above topics, please contact Rachel Beck 
at rachelb@co.skagit.wa.us or (360) 
336-9400. 

By Nick Allison
The primary election on August 7, 

which narrowed numerous electoral 
races down to a final two candidates, 
offered Skagit County voters only one 
final decision: Proposition No. 1, the 
Continuation of Emergency Medical 
Services Levy to continue funding for 
Medic 1. It passed.

Countywide, 20,741 voters (79.5%) 
were in favor versus 5,352 (20.5%) 
opposed. In the Guemes precinct the 
margin was slightly higher: 258 (83.5%) 
voted yes, while 51 (16.5%) said no.

Voter turnout on Guemes was 
58.8% of registered voters, pretty good 
for a summer primary and well above 
the county’s overall turnout of 45%.

The general election is November 
6. Ballots will be mailed on October 17.

 



Robert  (360) 588-9090 

   

Remodels Remodels Remodels    Painting Painting Painting    DesignDesignDesign   
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BARGES
(continued from page 1)

FERRY NEWS
(continued from page 3)

EMS Levy Results
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are not allowed on public roads in 
Skagit County due to liability concerns.

Public Works Director Henry Hash 
was asked to find some way to clear the 
brush off the property at the western 
90-degree S curve on South Shore Road. 
Several residents commented on the 
danger of the curve, relating stories of 
near misses with other vehicles. 

Public Works Engineering Division 
Manager Paul Randall-Grutter stated 
that the county was aware of the con-
cerns and that the problem is that the 
county has not yet been able to deter-
mine who owns the land on that small 
corner lot.

A question was raised about the 
absence of a 24-hour webcam of the 
Guemes ferry line that San Juan Cable 
is required to provide with its televi-
sion service as part of its franchise agree-
ment. Commissioner Wesen promised 
to investigate.

In other news, Public Health De-
partment Director Peter Browning re-
minded residents that gravity-fed sep-
tic systems should be inspected every 
three years. All other systems must be 
inspected every year. He praised island 
residents for an exemplary job of get-
ting inspections. By 2011 there was only 
one system that hadn’t been inspected. 
He further reminded island residents 
that because of problems with seawater 
intrusion they must contact the health 
department before drilling any wells. 
A long-awaited seawater intrusion plan 
should be finalized by January 1, 2013, 
he announced.

Sheriff Reichardt reported that is-
land crime had declined every year since 
a high in 2009 and that 2012 saw the 
lowest levels in four years (see sidebar 
above right).

Department of Emergency Manage-
ment Interim Director Mark Watkinson 
encouraged all island residents to sign 
up for the “MyStateUSA” emergency 
communication system, which will send 
emergency messages to email addresses, 
cell phones, and other mobile devices 
(land-line phones in Skagit County are 
automatically notified). Sign-up infor-
mation can be found at skagit911.com.

Ferry Operations Division Manager 
Rachel Beck reported on the state of the 
ticket kiosk, enumerating the problems 
the successful bidder was having fulfill-
ing the bid. She stated she was working 
with the vendor to amend the provi-
sions of the contract to determine a re-
alistic completion date or find another 
vendor. Beck reminded everyone of the 
Ferry Operations Public Forum to be 
held in the Community Center on Sep-
tember 13 at 6 p.m. She concluded her 

COUNTY MEETING
(continued from page 1)

remarks by informing all that the an-
nual ferry haulout will occur from Oc-
tober 8 to 25. The successful bid for the 
work was $135,000 under the low bid 
in 2011. 

Other county officials who made 
presentations at the meeting were Parks 
and Recreation Department Director 
Brian Adams, Public Works Natural Re-
sources Division Manager Dan Berent-
son, and Public Works Operations Divi-
sion Manager Cliff Butler. 

At a community meeting on July 24, Skagit County Sheriff Will Reichardt 
announced that the crime rate on Guemes Island had decreased over the past 
five years. Burglary incidents, which hit their peak in 2009–2010, showed a 
marked decline. Reichardt attributed this to the likelihood that a single perpe-
trator was incarcerated or had moved from the area. No suspect was ever ap-
prehended for the rash of burglaries that was conducted during the peak years

There have been slightly more domestic-violence incidents in the past 
year, and increases in civil problems, which are usually disputes among neigh-
bors, as well as calls to pass on useful information to the sheriff’s office.

Reichardt presented the following statistics for Guemes Island. The counts 
are recorded from July 1 to June 30 of each year. 

2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007

Total Calls for Service 97 109 133 141 107 109

Burglary 2 4 11 13 3 2

Domestic Violence 5 3 3 3 0 2

Vehicle Accident 1 4 5 3 4 8

Traffic Enforcement 3 5 3 12 3 3

Animal Problem 7 9 8 6 5 8

911 Hangup 2 2 8 8 8 12

Civil Problem 12 6 8 6 16 3

Information 15 12 10 7 4 5

Crime on the Decrease, 
Reports Sheriff
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The following current and former 
island students are on the Anacortes 
High School honor roll for the second 
semester:

Jacqueline Anderson 3.5–3.99 
Hallie Freeman 4.0
Alyssa Kilpatrick 3.5–3.99 
Sage Olson 3.5–3.99 
Blake Prescott 3.0–3.49
Jacob Rector 3.5–3.99 
Ryan Simonis 3.5–3.99 
Nota Tsitsiragos 3.5–3.99 
Stella Tsitsiragos 3.5–3.99 
The Tide congratulates these scholars 

for their achievements.

On July 7, chamber music returned 
to the island’s Community Center, with 
a concert that will be remembered for—
among other pleasures—a musical trib-
ute to animals.

To the delight of the audience, many 
instrumentalists from past concerts re-
turned, with friends, to create a string 
quintet. Returning were violist and or-
ganizer Karie Prescott, violinist Brittany 
Boulding, and cellist Page Smith. Join-
ing them were violinist Natasha Bazha-
nov and double bassist Peter Lloyd. 

For many listeners, the concert’s 
highlight was Camille Saint-Saëns’s The 
Carnival of the Animals, adapted for 
string quintet by Nancy Roth, a friend 
of Karie’s. The piece features 14 sec-
tions, each portraying a different animal 
or animals. 

Before each section, islander Gary 
Curtis read a brief poem by Ogden 
Nash written for the purpose. The po-
ems evoked many chuckles from the 
audience, followed by more giggles and 
guffaws as the quintet created the music 
to match.

The concert was not limited to hu-
mor. A J. S. Bach suite for solo cello was 
the opener, with a skillful performance 
by Page Smith. Compositions by Cole 
Porter, George Gershwin, and Antonin 
Dvořák were all delivered in unique ar-
rangements and with exquisite skill and 
sensitivity by these highly accomplished 
musicians.

On July 13, 
after the rare and 
spectacular thun-
der and lightning 
storm, Kit Har-
ma spent a ner-
vous night during 
the several-hour 
power outage 
worrying about 
how to turn the 
Church generator 
on so that mem-
bers of the Men’s 
Breakfast group could serve pancakes 
for the Kick Weigel Memorial Pancake 
Breakfast the next day. Fortunately, the 
power came on in time, and the sun 
shone for the 30 or so guests who ate 
breakfast and helped raise $127 toward 
the purchase of insulated food and bev-
erage containers for the Guemes Island 
Fire Department Auxiliary.

Tax-deductible donations to help 
purchase the much-needed containers 
may be sent to the Auxiliary at GIFD 
Auxiliary, 6310 Guemes Island Road, 
Anacortes, WA 98221. Mark your check 
for “insulated containers.”

Editors’ note: This new section lists island events we think readers might want to know 
about more than a month in advance—especially those that require pre-registration and 
planning. More detailed information will generally follow in the next issue.

November 10: Jon Prescott will lead a day-long workshop about creating end-of-
life plans, including advanced medical directives, care preferences, communication 
with loved ones, and funeral plans.

Regular Soup Supper programs 
begin again in September. Dinner 
begins at 6 p.m. at the Church, 
followed by the program presentation 
at 7 p.m. Here are the programs:

September 11: Watch a video of 
an out-of-character Stephen Colbert 
conducting an in-depth interview with 
astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson.

September 18: Selections from a 
video series of Bill Moyers discussing 
the power of myth with Joseph 
Campbell will be shown.

September 25: Carol Harma will 
discuss the fascinating and long-lived 
saguaro cactus, the “desert totem.”

Honor Roll

A Storm, Then 
Pancakes

Tom Fouts (left) and 
Don Passarelli serve up 
flapjacks.

Chamber Concert  
Is Full of Life

•Save the Date•

A Helping Arm

Tom Hancock donates blood at the 
mobile unit during the island blood 
drive. See “Letters,” page 2, for more 
on the drive.

Soup Suppers
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About 25 children aged 4 through 10 participated for four mornings July 2–6 at Science 
Camp at the Community Center and Church grounds. This year’s theme was “Movement.” 
Retired educators Kathy Finks, Carol Harma, and Holiday Matchett were assisted by profes-
sional musician Rebecca Rodman, storyteller Margaret Read MacDonald, musicians Nat and 
Jenni Whitman, and other volunteers. 

Among the many opportunities for the youngsters 
were learning about their own vocal chords and pitch, 
followed by making musical instruments—many of 
which were used in the 4th of July parade. The older 
children observed the materials and methods used to 
create a stringed instrument. The day’s lessons con-

cluded with a story and music with Margaret Read MacDonald. 
Learning about movement in nature included listening to birdsongs and walking in 

nearby woods and gardens. Island slugs, tadpoles, water nymphs of many species, cat-
erpillars, frogs, spiders, and worms were observed—moving.   

On the final day, campers explored the many mechanical ways people on Guemes can get around, with an emphasis on bi-
cycles. The youngest also “walked the line,” holding a knotted rope from the Hall to 
the Church garden. There they discovered the multitude of colors in the garden, as 
they pruned the flowers, leaves, and cones from the landscape and discovered a snake 
sunning at the pond. (Lots of movement at that point!) 

Participants thank the Guemes community for their generosity in sponsoring such 
an enjoyable week for all those involved.

Here’s a preview of upcoming classes and workshops on 
the island. If you’d like us to include your class or workshop, 

send details to editorial@guemestide.org by the 15th of the 
month preceding the issue date.

Say, Cheese!
Frea Woofenden shows you how to make cheddar cheese during her 

hands-on workshop on Saturday, September 8, at 1:30 p.m. The fee is $40. 
For first-time cheese makers, or anyone who enjoys a fresh slicing/melting 
cheese, she offers her popular mozzarella class on Sunday, September 9, at 
1:30 p.m. The fee is $30. Call Frea at 293-7448 for details.
Fall Clay Classes

Tower Arts Studio ceramics classes with island artist Sue Roberts begin 
Sept 4 and 10. This six-week session offers morning and evening classes, in-
cluding Mosaic Garden Forms and Ceramics for Everyone. Experienced  
ceramic artists may sign up for six sessions of independent study or for six 
four-hour open studio sessions. 

If weekly classes don’t work with your schedule, there are several weekend 
workshops offered, such as a one-day Parent & Child Clay Workshop and 
a two-day Introduction to Mosaics. For more information, call Sue at 293-
8878 or visit towerartsstudio.com.
CPR and First Aid Class

On Saturday, September 15, the Guemes Island Fire Department will host 
a CPR and first aid class taught by certified instructors from Skagit County 
Medic One. See article on page 8.

Class Acts
Islander Greta Birkby and musical 

partner Renwick Hester will present a 
vocal recital on Saturday, September 22, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Community Center. 
The recital will benefit the Schoolhouse 
Park Stage project. Selections from the 
Golden Era of Song (the 1930s through 
1950s) will include love songs, comedy, 
and an opera surprise at the end.

Birkby has performed with Seattle 
Opera, Seattle Symphony Chorale, 
and Puget Sound Concert Opera, and 
toured last summer as an alto soloist 
in Sicily, singing Mozart’s Requiem. 
Accompanist and bassist Hester has 
performed with Seattle Opera, Seat-
tle Men’s Chorus, and Puget Sound 
Concert Opera. He performed as Lord 
Krishna in the Northwest premier of 
Satyagraha by Philip Glass.

Come for an evening of “Black Sat-
in and Pearls” and help raise money for 
the stage. Donations of $10 to $15 are 
suggested. For more information, con-
tact Jan Ebersole at 299-4322.

A Grand Night  
for Singing

Kids Move Through Science Camp

Top left: Campers “walk the line” at science camp. Right: Young students match flower colors 
with colored blocks. Bottom left: Jack Robinson, Shaw Clifton, Cordelia Whitman, and Sydney 
Johnson play their handmade instruments in the 4th of July parade.
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By Edith Walden
Islander Howard Pellett was re-

cently named Volunteer of the Year 
at the Washington State Depart-
ment of Corrections Monroe Cor-
rectional Complex (MCC) for his 
13 years of work leading SMART 
Recovery groups at the prison. The 
program is a science-based self-help 
support group for recovery from 
substance abuse and addiction.

Pellett matter-of-factly refers to 
the many years in his life when “I 
was a drunk.” He describes himself 
in those days as a high-performing 
alcoholic. A few years before he re-
tired, on a trip home from Guemes, 
his wife, Carol, asked him what he was 
going to do when he retired—sit around 
and drink? The next day he signed up 
for a 90-day outpatient treatment pro-
gram and never took another drink. As 
part of the program, he was required to 
attend frequent Alcoholics Anonymous 
meetings, which he did not find helpful. 

A colleague introduced him to what 
was then called Rational Recovery, 
and that approach made sense to him. 
SMART Recovery is not a 12-step pro-
gram. It is based on cognitive behav-

Howard Pellett Honored
Monroe Correctional Complex Names Volunteer of the Year

ioral therapy that emphasizes self-di-
rection and personal responsibility, and 
enhances self-awareness and motivation 
for quitting addictive behaviors. Partici-
pants learn how to recognize destructive 
images and self-talk and how to fill their 
lives with healthy replacements for be-
haviors that supported addiction.

Pellett began leading groups in Both-
ell and was then introduced to prison 
work. He now works a full day each 
week leading groups in two units at 
MCC and a group at the Everett Com-
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A first aid and cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation (CPR) class will be taught 
on September 15 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Hall. The course is hosted by the 
Guemes Island Fire Department and 
taught by experienced instructors from 
Skagit County Medic One.

If it’s been a while since you’ve taken 
a first aid class, this is an opportunity to 
brush up on your skills. Recommenda-
tions for performing CPR changed sig-
nificantly in 2005 and again in 2010. 
The techniques are now significantly 
easier, more effective, and less invasive; 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation is no lon-
ger a significant part of the procedure. 
The course will also provide instructions 
for using a defibrillator.

First Aid and CPR 
Class to Be Offered

munity Justice Center with felons who 
are on release. “About 60 to 80 percent 
of our nation’s inmates are incarcerated 

because of consequences of sub-
stance abuse,” he explains. “I try 
to model civilian behavior—I treat 
each group member with dignity, 
respect, and absolute honesty.  
. . . If I can get one or two people 
turned around each year, that’s one 
or two people who will not reof-
fend when they are released.”

Marjorie Petersen, in charge of 
Community Partnership Programs 
at MCC, says, “Howard is a dedi-
cated volunteer who fully believes 
in the potential for good in all. . . . 
He is always very professional, very 
patient when things go wrong, and 
highly understanding of the com-

plexity of providing volunteer services 
within a prison and correctional envi-
ronment. 

“He is highly thought of by the of-
fenders he serves, and staff has often 
brought his positive demeanor to my at-
tention. He brings a solid contribution 
to the goal of increasing offender suc-
cessful reentry to the community.”

Pellett also leads a SMART Recovery 
group in Anacortes from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on Sundays at the Center for Hap-
piness at 619 Commercial Avenue. 

Howard Pellett raised $784 at Shipwreck Days in 
July to purchase instruction booklets for the self-
help groups he leads in prison.

According to Bill 
Craig, projects coordina-
tor for the Skagit County 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Commission, more 
than 383,000 people 
each year suffer cardiac 
arrest outside a hospi-
tal. He estimates that 70 
percent of people who 
witness a cardiac-arrest 
episode don’t know what 
to do or are hesitant to 
do something. “Having 
trained and willing rescu-
ers in our community is a 
must,” he concludes.

The course will also cover basic first-
aid skills: bandaging, splinting, bites 
and stings, and diabetic events and 
childhood accidents. Many new parents 

and childcare providers 
participate in the classes.

The course costs $20; 
pre-registration is re-
quired. Contact Nancy 
White at 293-0118 or 
Gerry Francis at 293-
8364 for a registration 
form. The course fee 
must be received by the 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Commission no 
later than 4:30 p.m. on 
September 12. Lunch 
will be provided, courte-
sy of the Guemes Island 

Firefighters Association.
Participants who successfully com-

plete the class will receive an American 
Safety and Health Institute certification 
card that is valid for two years. 

Firefighter Mark Spahr dem-
onstrates CPR technique.
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar September 2012

When What Time Where Contact

Sep. 1, Sat. Fall Festival, Bake Sale & Hot-dog Sale 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Hall Peggy Pair 293-5022

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 2, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Church Service 9:00 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Sep. 3, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Labor Day Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

GIPAC 7:00 pm Church Kit Harma 293-5784

Sep. 5, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Sep. 7, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sat. 8, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 9, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Grandparent's

Day

Sep. 10, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Win Anderson 293-4539

Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 11, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Sunsan Rombeek's Marianne Kooiman 293-5815

Soup Supper: Video and discussion 6:00 pm Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Stephen Colbert with Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:30 pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 333-6297

Sep. 12, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Sep. 13, Thu. Guemes Island Ferry Public Forum Meeting 6:00 - 7:30 pm Hall Rachel Beck 336-9400

Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

Sep. 14, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 15, Sat. CPR/First Aid Class* 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Hall Nancy White 293-0118

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 16, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact

Sep. 17, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Rosh Hashanah Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Sep. 18, Tues. Soup Supper: Video and discussion 6:00 pm Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Bill Moyers with Joseph Campbell

Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 19, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Sep. 20, Thu. GICCA Potluck and Meeting 6:15 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2269

Sep. 21, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

World Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Gratitude Day Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 22, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Equinox Singing Recital 7:30 pm Hall Jan Ebersole 299-4322

Sep. 23, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Sep. 24, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Committee 8:00 am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Sep. 25, Tues. Soup Supper: Carol Harma, Saguaro Cactus 6:00 pm Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Sep. 26, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Yom Kippur Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Sep. 27, Thu. CERT Radio Test 7:00 pm Gail Nicolls 293-9540

Sep. 28, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 29, Sat. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Sep. 30, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Martha Kline 293-9850

Farewell Brunch for Martha Kline 11:00 am Church Julie Pingree 293-2269

ONGOING Art Show: Jon Witsell will be displaying his work at the Store through September.

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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By Edith Walden
Despite previous adamant refusals 

to appeal his sentence of 866 months 
of total confinement, former islander 
Charles Feld, 56, filed a signed appeal of 
his case on June 12, the day he was sent 
to the Washington Corrections Center 
in Shelton for evaluation. Feld had pre-
viously refused to sign any court docu-
ments. 

Feld was convicted in April on eight 
felony counts, including arson and at-
tempted homicide, stemming from an 
incident on Guemes Island in April 
2010.

In a separate motion, Feld was de-
clared indigent, “authorizing the expen-
diture of public funds to prosecute this 
appeal wholly at public expense.” Feld’s 
current defense counsel will be allowed 
to withdraw upon appointment of new 
counsel by the clerk of the Washington 
State Court of Appeals.

Feld was transferred on August 27 
to the Monroe Correctional Complex, 
where he will be held in the intense 
management unit, according to a public 
information officer at the Washington 
Corrections Center.

Coverage of the trial and sentencing 
can be found in the May 2012 and July-
August 2012 issues of the Tide. 

By Edith Walden
On May 20, Washington State Court of Appeals judges denied Anthony Fisher’s 

appeal. Former islander “Tony” Fisher was sentenced to six months in Skagit Coun-
ty jail on September 22, 2010, for vehicular assault. 

In an incident on Guemes Island on September 9, 2009, Fisher struck bicyclist 
Zeedee Collins with his van shortly after taking twice his prescribed dose of Ambi-
en. Collins suffered serious injuries.

In the appeal, defense attorney Ron Wolff argued that Fisher was denied his 
right to due process because he was held liable for driving under the influence of a 
legally prescribed drug, and that the court had failed to instruct the jury about the 
option of a second-degree negligent driving charge.

In a succinct and unanimous opinion, the three judges stated that the vehicular 
assault statute criminalizes driving a vehicle and substantially injuring another while 
under the influence of any drug, and that second-degree negligent driving is a traffic 
infraction and not a crime.

Fisher has filed a further appeal with 
the Washington State Supreme Court. 
Fisher has remained free during the ap-
peals process. 

Coverage of the trial and sentencing 
can be found in the September 2010 and 
October 2010 issues of the Tide. 

By Nick Allison
In an exception to a what has gen-

erally been a low-crime summer on the 
island (see the article on crime statistics 
on page 5), a homeowner contacted 
the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office on 
August 12 to report a burglary. Some-
time between August 6 and 8, when 
the homeowners were absent, the door 
to the home in the Indian Village area 
was kicked in and some liquor taken.

According to Chief Criminal Depu-
ty Tom Molitor, there are no suspects in 
the case.

By Edith Walden
On Monday through 

Friday, August 20 to 24, 
160,000 gallons of pota-
ble water were delivered by 
two water trucks from Wa-
ter Buffalo Inc. of Bonney 
Lake, Washington. Each 
truck made 20 trips on the 
ferry, carrying 4,000 gal-
lons of potable water pro-
cured from the City of 
Anacortes’s water supply 
to a pond at a Clark Point 
residence. The pond is used 
as a reservoir for emergency 
fire suppression. The water helps replenish about 200,000 gallons that were used to 
fight a multiple-alarm fire at the residence in May (see article on page 14). 

The total bill for the water from Anacortes was $320. Expenses for transport-
ing the water and housing two drivers for the week will run in the thousands, Water 
Buffalo owner Phyllis Bown estimates. Only potable water can be transported in the 
stainless steel tankers, even though it will not be used for drinking.

About 10,000 gallons of water from the Guemes Island Fire Department, 8,000 
gallons from Anderson’s General Store, 12,000 gallons from Salmon Run, and up to 
9,000 gallons from Trail Run were used to fight the Clark Point fire. Damon Vick-
ers, owner of the Clark Point residence, donated $1,000 to the fire department and 
$500 to the Store. Store Manager Charlotte Anderson donated the $500 to the fire 
department. 

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular  

meeting, September 11, 2012,  
at 7:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall

Public welcome

In Reversal, Charles 
Feld Appeals His 

Conviction

Burglary in a  
Peaceful Summer

Tanker Trucks Deliver 160,000  
Gallons of Water to Island
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Drivers Jerry Koch (left) and Lee Johnson take a break after 
delivering 40 truckloads of water to Clark Point.

Anthony Fisher’s Appeal Is Denied
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Island Spirit Pours Fourth
Guemes Comes Together, for Fun and Good Causes, on Independence Day

In a grand and longstanding tradition, islanders gathered on North Beach on the morning of July 4th for a parade, and then at the Park. 
Clockwise from bottom left: Tim Powell helps young firefighters use a fire hose; a vintage car is piloted by a mysterious driver; a young 
entrepreneur offers nail painting; revelers ride on a tractor; and the Fire Department leads the parade. (Photos by Holiday Matchett)

Guemes Island Homestead on Beautiful 14.35 acres
•	1920s	farmhouse,	4	bedroom,	2	bath,	bonus	room	upstairs,	large	
windows,	lots	of	light

•	Half	of	the	acreage	is	forested,	and	has	trails
•	4	stall	barn	with	tack	room,	wash	rack,	hay	storage,	covered	RV/
boat/horse	trailer	parking,	and	pasture

•	Round	strawbale-constructed	studio/guesthouse
•	Fenced	organic	flower	and	vegetable	garden	with	southern	
exposure,	mature	fruit	and	nut	trees
This private, serene homestead is only 2/3 mile from 

the ferry, and is priced to sell at $598,000. 
Call (360)293-8374 and leave a message; owner will contact you.
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By Edith Walden
The festive spirit of the Guemes Is-

land 4th of July parade was marred 
when a Yamaha motor scooter driven 
by Sean Cole-Jansen, 19, struck and in-
jured islander Donald Haze, 74, as he 
sat in a lawn chair on the sidelines. 

According to sheriff’s documents, 
Cole-Jansen, from Grand Rapids, Mich-
igan, was riding the decorated scooter 
in the parade and attempted to make 
a U-turn in front of 5329 Guemes Is-
land Road. When he realized he couldn’t 
complete the turn in time, he grabbed 
for the front brake and accidentally 
twisted the throttle. The scooter lunged 
forward, hitting Haze and knocking 
him over backwards in the lawn chair.

Next to him were his wife, Sharon, 
and Holiday Hideaway neighbor Sue 
Nichol, who is a registered nurse. Nich-
ol tended to Haze while others tried 
to find a place with cell-phone cover-
age to call 911. After about 10 minutes, 
the Guemes Island Fire Department 
(GIFD) responded with their ambu-
lance. Haze had recently had back sur-
gery. He was placed on a back board 
and transported to the ferry landing, 
where he was transferred to the Ana-

cortes aid car and then to Island Hos-
pital. His injuries required that he be 
hospitalized for a fractured L1 vertebra 
and kyphoplasty surgery (a procedure 
to treat pain from a spinal fracture). He 
was then transferred to a rehabilitation 
facility and was finally released on Au-
gust 17 for further home care.

Cole-Jansen stated that he had nev-
er driven a motorcycle before, and his 
Michigan driver’s license did not have a 
motorcycle endorsement. The owner of 
the scooter did not have insurance. State 
law does not require insurance or a mo-
torcycle license for a scooter of this size, 
and no citation was issued.

New to the island, the Hazes were 
impressed by the response by the GIFD 
and Island Hospital. 

The campaign to raise money for an 
automated external defibrillator (AED) 
for the Community Center ended sud-
denly when Jim and Bea Cashetta do-
nated an unused AED that they thought 
would be better used at the Community 
Center than in their home. 

The AED is being evaluated by the 
manufacturer and will be refurbished 
and recertified for use. Community 
Council trustee Rob Schroder told the 
Tide that previously donated money for 
the AED, plus the $90 raised from the 

4th of July sale of raffle tickets to win 
a generator, will be used to repair and 
certify the AED. The funds may also be 
used to purchase supporting equipment, 
such as a secured container to house the 
AED, he added. Any remaining money 
will go to the Community Center’s gen-
eral fund. 

Raffle tickets for the generator will 
be sold at the Fall Festival on Saturday, 
September 1, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Skagit County Fire Marshal 
issued a burn ban on August 17, re-
stricting burning in unincorporated 
areas in the county to small recre-
ational fires only.

Small recreational fires are al-
lowed only if they use charcoal or 
firewood; are enclosed and attended; 
are at least 10 feet away from stand-
ing timber; and are accompanied by 
a charged garden hose, two five-
gallon buckets of water, or a Class A 
fire extinguisher and a shovel.

To learn more, visit the Fire Mar-
shal website at skagitcounty.net.

Lorraine Francis has been appointed Interim Public Information Officer for the 
Guemes Island Fire Department. In the nonpaying position, she will provide rou-
tine information to the media about the fire department and fire commissioners’ 
activity. Fire department officials will continue to communicate information about 
emergency events.

Francis, who has a strong volunteer background, says she “saw a need and 
stepped in to fill it.” She hails from a publishing background as well—as a young 
man, her father worked in various aspects of the newspaper business, including be-
ing an owner and publisher. 

The Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee (GIPAC) will hold its annual 
community meeting and election of committee members on October 27.

The current GIPAC bylaws call for all seven members of the committee to be 
elected annually. Anyone interested in serving on GIPAC should contact Kit Har-
ma (293-5784 or k2harma@hotmail.com) by September 15. All the current mem-
bers will be running for reelection. 

GIPAC’s main goal is to monitor the implementation of the Guemes Island 
Subarea Plan that was adopted by the county commissioners in January 2011. 

Motor Scooter Seriously Injures 
Parade Onlooker

Defibrillator Donated 
to Community Center

Francis Will Handle Fire Department’s Press

GIPAC to Hold Elections

Burn Ban in Effect

Sean Cole-Jansen rides in the parade. He 
later hit a spectator on the sidelines.

The sale of raffle tickets raised $90 toward 
the purchase of a defibrillator.
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By Edith Walden
The Skagit County Fire Marshal’s 

Office released its final report on Au-
gust 23 for the fire that occurred on 
the island at a Clark Point Road resi-
dence this May. The multiple-alarm fire 
drew responders from 11 fire districts in 
Skagit and Island counties and took ap-
proximately 12 hours to extinguish on 
May 20 and 21. More than 100 emer-
gency personnel responded to the scene.

The report determines that the fire 
was accidental and originated in or near 
the upper elbow of the chimney chase 
adjacent to the second-floor master 
bedroom. The chimney/flue from the 
fireplace in the kitchen below extend-
ed upward into the second floor in an 
enclosed area. The flue then angled up-
ward in the enclosed area to another el-
bow before extending straight through 
the roof, where two more elbows were 
enclosed above the roof. It extended ap-
proximately 20 feet up in the air.

The residents had a fire burning in 
the small kitchen fireplace at the time of 
the incident, and another fire was burn-
ing in one of the great-room fireplaces, 
the report states. Smoke alarms tied to a 
monitored alarm system did not activate 
while the residence was occupied.

The 10,716-square-foot, two-story 
single-family residence, measuring 165 
feet long by 105 feet wide and 40 feet 
tall, sustained fire, heat, smoke, and wa-
ter damage. The southeast and north 
wings were spared, according to the re-

port. Other losses included “custom fur-
niture throughout the structure, mod-
ern appliances and electronic devices, 
a 7½-foot grand piano, clothing, and 
bedding.”

No estimate of damages was listed—
the standard practice on such reports, 
according to Kevin Noyes, deputy fire 
marshal.

Attic spaces promoted  
spread of fire

A combination of the concealed flue 
structure and the large common attic 
spaces in each wing of the residence ap-
pear to have contributed to the rapid 
spread of flames and smoke throughout 
the wood-framed structure. 

According to the report, the fire trav-
eled from the flue up into the ceiling 
area between trusses and into the attic 

space, where it traveled through the at-
tic space northward until it was con-
tained by a trench that had been cut by 
fire crews.

The report concludes, “No evidence 
of intentional ignition, such as separate, 
non-communicating fires, use of ignit-
able liquids, or fire trailers were found. 
No other evidence of fire origin was 
found in any other area of the struc-
ture.”

Remarkably, an insurance policy is-
sued by Fireman’s Fund to Damon and 
Luiza Vickers, owners of the residence, 
became effective on May 19, 2012—
one day before the fire. The Vickerses 
were insured for $3.5 million for struc-
tural damage and $2 million for con-
tents and personal property. They had 
just “changed policies from Allstate to 
Fireman’s Fund due to cost,” according 
to the report. 

The residence cost approximately 
$10 million to build in 1999–2002. 
The Vickerses purchased the residence 
on March 28, 2012, for $3.8 million. 
Representatives from Fireman’s Fund 
and from Case Forensics, listed on the 
report as the adjuster and investigator, 
refused to comment on the progress of 
the claim, citing concerns about confi-
dentiality.

Several informed sources indicate the 
claim has not been settled, and that a 
decision whether to remove and inspect 
the chimney has not been made.

For a related article, see page 11; 
coverage of the fire appeared on page 1 
of the June issue of the Tide, which is 
archived at guemestide.org. 

Fire Marshal Concludes Clark Point Fire 
Was Accidental
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The Clark Point fire started in an elbow 
below the roof line of this kitchen chimney.
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By Edith Walden
On August 14, Skagit County commissioners adopted the Six-Year Transporta-

tion Improvement Program from 2013 to 2018 (TIP). This is the plan the Skagit 
County Public Works Department uses to schedule and fund upcoming projects 
throughout the county. Commissioner Wesen voted against adoption of the plan. 
The following Guemes Island projects are included in the TIP:

• South Shore Road Culvert Replacement at Milepost 0.46: This is the result 
of extensive studies the county performed on South Shore Road to determine solu-
tions that will deter bluff erosion. The culvert at milepost 0.46 will be replaced and 
closed drainage will be installed with a dissipation element added on the shore at 
the bottom of the bluff. The project is scheduled for 2013 for $175,000.

• South Shore Road: This will provide preliminary engineering designs to relo-
cate/reconstruct numerous eroded portions of South Shore Road to make it safer 
and more efficient. The project is scheduled for 2013 for $30,000.

• South Shore Road Slide Repair at Milepost 1.4 to 1.56 (near Cayou Creek): 
This involves repairing and stabilizing this portion of the road and bank damaged 
due to the eroding bluff. The project is scheduled for 2013 for $285,000.

• Guemes Ferry Modifications: A study will be performed to determine whether 
and at what time the ferry should be modified to carry more passengers. This proj-
ect is scheduled for 2016. The budget includes $4,000,000 from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Ferry Boat Discretionary Program for the study and imple-
mentation, along with local matching funds of $800,000.

• Guemes Ferry Breakwater Section Replacement: This maintenance is sched-
uled for 2014 and will be performed as needed. $450,000 is allocated.

• Guemes Ferry Dolphin Replacement at the Anacortes Dock: Skagit County 
was recently awarded $1,200,000 from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
Ferry Boat Discretionary Program to replace five dolphins made of creosote-treated 
piles with dolphins made of steel piles. The project is scheduled for 2013; $300,000 
of local funds is required. For further details, see the article on page 3.

• Guemes Ferry Headframe and Tower Repair: This project is on the 14-Year 
Guemes Ferry Capital Improvement Plan for 2016; $300,000 is allocated. 

By Bob Anderson
Members of the Guemes Island 

Community Church are saddened by 
the recent resignation of Pastor Martha 
Kline. Martha and her husband, Char-
lie Jackson, will be returning to Ohio to 
be close to family for a number of fam-
ily needs and celebrations in the coming 
year. They have loved living on Guemes 
and being a part of island life and its di-
verse community of people, but have 
decided that the needs of their extended 
family must take priority.

A farewell brunch for Martha and 
Charlie will follow her last worship ser-
vice on Sunday, September 30, at 11 
a.m. All islanders are invited to attend 
to say goodbye and wish them a safe 
journey. For further information about 
the event, please contact Julie Pingree at 
293-2269 or jping008@gmail.com. 

Bow-and-arrow hunters can take 
any deer during the early archery 
season on Guemes, September 1–28, 
according to the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife. 

The early muzzleloader sea-
son, any buck, will be September 29 
through October 7. The first modern 
firearm (shotgun) season, also for any 
buck, is scheduled for October 13–31. 
Final seasons will be published in the 
October Tide.

It is the hunter’s responsibility 
to obtain owner’s permission to hunt 
on private property. Owners are not 
required to post their land. 

Report hunting violations on 
the hotline at (877) 933-9847 (that’s 
877-WDFW-TIP) or to the State Patrol at 
757-1175. Violations include hunting 
drunk; using artificial light, night-vision 
equipment, or laser sights; hunting 
from a vehicle; shooting across or 
along a public highway; carrying load-
ed weapons in a vehicle; and hunting 
before or after authorized hours.

More details are posted at the 
usual Guemes Island bulletin boards, 
thanks to former fire chief Felix Ed-
munds.

Farewell to Pastor  
Martha Kline By Carol Harma

At a special Soup Supper on July 31, 
the Church Fellowship Hall resounded 
with the voices and laughter of 27 young 
people. Team Seattle of 4K for Cancer 
Bike Across America had been invited by 
the Guemes Island Community Church 
to spend the night. The group left Bal-
timore in May and was scheduled to ar-
rive in Seattle on August 4, having ridden 
their bikes more than 4,000 miles, with 
the goal of raising $500,000 to support 
young adults affected by cancer. 

At 6 p.m. they were joined by a small group of islanders for a chicken and salad 
potluck dinner. After dinner and a lot of visiting, each student shared the story of 
their connection to a cancer patient and how they came to join the ride. The stu-
dents and locals enjoyed looking at some of their photos on the big-screen TV. At 
evening’s end, islanders left them to unroll sleeping bags.

For more information about the 4K for Cancer Bike Across America program, 
including blogs about the trips, visit 4kforcancer.org. 

Cyclists Travel 4,000 Miles to Guemes
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Cyclists with 4K for Cancer enjoy some wi-fi 
time at the Church.

Six-Year Transportation Program Adopted

Hunting Season Opens
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Hilma Henry turns 90 on September 1.
Peter Smith turns 16 on September 2.
Noah Lux turns 15 on September 4.
On September 5, Win Anderson turns 
     74 and Jamie Davelaar turns 16.
Caelen McDill turns 6 on September 9.
Cyprus Harper turns 11 on  
     September 12.
Sage Olson turns 16 on September 16.
On September 18, Melia Brenden 
     turns 10 and Wyatt Peterson 
     turns 9.
Breanne Boyd turns 15 on 
     September 20.
Aayla Peterson turns 2 on 
     September 21.
Autumn Reed turns 13 on 
     September 25.
Jackson Lux turns 9 on September 28.
William McCracken turns 12 on 
     September 29.

By Thea LaCross
Many of the kids enjoying the seventh annu-

al Family Campout at the Pavilion on August 25 
had never experienced a summer without this joyful 
night under the stars. They and their older siblings 
helped create the traditions that make this gathering 
of island families and friends so welcome. 

Following afternoon games and a potluck dinner 
around the campfire, the balmy evening stretched 

well into the night as glow-in-the-dark chase games and the “Guemes Idol” talent 
show lit up the Murray Read Pavilion and playfield. Once again dad Robert Olson 
put together a wonderful stage for the numerous performers, who entertained an 
appreciative audience with recorder duets, a trumpet solo, guitars, keyboards, and 
singing. The evening also included demonstrations of stage fighting and martial 
arts, improv-style comedy, poems, and two young ladies reciting pi to a very large 
number of decimal places.

There is an unconfirmed rumor that some campers actually slept. The next 
morning, some sleepy parents rustled up a pancake breakfast for all. Then tents 
came down, brooms and buckets appeared, and campers pitched in for the tradi-
tional campout finale, a thorough cleanup of the Pavilion.

The campout families thank the Guemes Island Community Center Association 
for this special opportunity to celebrate in the Pavilion and adjacent land. 

Summer Gets a Great Sendoff at Campout

Sequoia Ferrel (left) shows young visitors 
how to shuck dried corn at Gaia Rising 
Farm’s Field Day on August 19. The farm 
offers membershi[p shares for an ongoing 
seasonal supply of vegetables, grains, and 
beans, and produce is often available for 
purchase (watch the farm’s chalkboard off 
Guemes Island Road). For more informa-
tion see gaiarising.com or call 293-2980. A 
harvest festival is planned for October.

Last Call for Casperson Point Petitions

Field Day at Gaia  
Rising Farm

At press time the Guemes Island 
Property Owners Association (GIPOA) 
had gathered 463 signatures on a pe-
tition to the Washington State Board 
on Geographic Names requesting that 
Southeast Point on Guemes Island be 
renamed for Gary Casperson. The re-
nowned ferry captain died in Novem-
ber 2006 (see July/August, page 11, for 
further details about the campaign and 
Gary’s life). GIPOA’s goal is to garner 
500 signatures in its campaign.

Signatures will be solicited through 
September. You can sign a petition on 
LineTime (linetime.org) or at the Li-
brary. People who have been circulating 
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Top left: Boys confer on the playground. Top right: Adults 
relax around the fire. Left: Finn Olson and mom Sophie 
Dobra enjoy burgers together.

petitions should return them to GIPOA 
or the Library no later than September 
30. GIPOA will be making a presenta-
tion in October to the Committee on 
Geographic Names. A decision is ex-
pected in May 2013.

If you have a story that illustrates 
Gary’s contributions to the island, please 
send a detailed letter to GIPOA at P.O. 
Box 131, Anacortes, WA 98221, or to 
Caleb A. Maki, Washington State Com-
mittee on Geographic Names, P.O. Box 
47030, Olympia, WA 98504. For fur-
ther information, please contact How-
ard Pellett at 293-8128 or any other GI-
POA board member. 
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A rare treat was in store for members 
of the Guemes Island Historical Society 
at the August meeting. 

Jeff Gent passed around images 
of an envelope bearing the postmark 
“Guemes” dated December 15, 1889. It 
is the earliest find of its kind known to 
exist. 

The piece was sold on eBay to an 
unknown bidder, fetching a price of 
$55.54. Fortunately Tweet Schreurs, of 
Guemes Island Road, who was forced to 
drop out of the auction, had the pres-
ence of mind to download copies for 
Jeff and the Society. Anyone out there 
know who got the original?

Guemes had postal service starting 
in 1876, several years before Anacortes 
was established. It is believed this letter, 
addressed to “Miss Nellie Coneliu…” 
of Coupeville, would have been sent by 
mail boat from the post office run by 
Flora Mangan out of her home near the 
family store. It operated from 1877 to 
1890 just south of Anderson’s Store.

•
The only similar artifact we know of 

is a letter Al Bush showed at an earlier 
meeting of the Society. It is postmarked 
“Guemes Island Rural Station.” Al had 
the foresight back in 1959 to send a let-
ter to himself from the Guemes post of-
fice at Gilkey’s Store. He did it solely for 
the purpose of preserving a bit of his-
tory. The business at the corner of West 

Shore Drive and Edens Road closed 
shortly thereafter.

•
The Tide is encouraging schoolchil-

dren and young adults to contribute ar-
ticles and photos to these pages. One 
result is a piece by Shaw Clifton (page 
18). Shaw is my 9-year-old grandson. 

After he agreed to write 
about one of his summer 
experiences, he instant-
ly developed a profession-
al case of writer’s block. 
Here’s how we overcame it:

I asked him questions 
and if he knew the answer, 
he had to write a complete 
sentence, with pencil and 
paper. If he didn’t know 
the answer, he had to re-
search it. Together we put 
the sentences in rough or-

der, which he edited and rewrote. Then 
he read it out loud and made more cor-
rections, and finally we shared typing it 
into the computer. 

Stories for the Tide must have a 
Guemes theme and stories are always 
stronger when they include other island-
er participants. (That, unfortunately, 
was Shaw’s weakest element.)

•
Everyone has bad days. But running 

a business increases your chances expo-
nentially. On the upside, your string of 
annoyances can often make others feel 
better or even bring a chuckle. 

One of my favorite tales involves 
that puckish denizen of Saddlebag Lane, 
Jack Smith—the guy whose broad life 
experience, organizational talent, and 
infectious sense of humor were so valu-
able when we opened the Store. 

Jack was driving for the Store ten 
years ago and he had a tight multi-stop 
schedule. First, the bank. Night deposit 
door jammed. Bank closed.

Then the bakery. Order all messed 
up. Time’s a-wastin’.

This letter’s 1889 “Guemes” postmark is the earliest one 
known to exist.
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On to the dairy in Burlington. No 
order called in. Solve that mess. 

Back at the bank a violation of a mi-
nor technicality got him bawled out.

Jack’s blood pressure was passing his 
average bowling score when he finally 
made it to the ferry. Someone had pur-
loined his pass. By the time he arrived at 
the Store, he was a wreck, but a man-
ageable, jocular wreck.

The 71-year old unloaded his tale on 
Elaine and me outside the kitchen door 
and concluded by asking, rhetorically, 
“What more could go wrong?”

At that very moment one of the 
Store’s “pet” swallows made a bomb-
ing run and, yup, direct hit, right where 
Jack’s hat would have been—if he’d been 
wearing one. 

Jack Smith had a notably bad day.
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By Jacqueline Holmes
1. On a clear night, grab some peo-

ple, take tons of blankets, and star-
gaze. Without the city lights, you’ll be 
amazed what you can see.

2. Go to the park and play a pick-
up game. There’s a baseball field, and 
although the bases can be hard to spot 
at first, I promise they’re there. There 
are also some basketball hoops, a tennis 
court, and two soccer goals, so whatever 
the activity, spend some time outside. 

3. Go clamming or crabbing, de-
pending on the season.

4. Take friends or family to the top 
of the mountain and have a picnic.

5. Borrow a bike from Anderson’s 
(it’s free if you return it!) or take a jog 
around. Paved roads make it easy, there 
are hardly any cars, and it’s way less mo-
notonous walking past woods or water 
than on a track or treadmill.

By Shaw Clifton
This summer Edith Walden gave me a 

western painted turtle from her pond.
The first thing you need to do when you 

get a turtle is to name it and give it a home. 
The home you give it has to be safe, pleasant, 
and convenient. The tub should be at least 
eight square feet. The tub has to be placed in 
an area that gets sun because turtles are cold-
blooded.

The home should be protected from 
coyotes and river otters. If it is young, put a 
screen on top of the container to protect the 
turtle from hawks.

Consult the pet store clerk for food for it.
When it is fall put the turtle in a deep pond 

so it can hibernate. 

The 1960s were a pivotal decade in 
the history of Guemes Island, accord-
ing to Carol Shoultz Deach, who en-
tered the fifth grade in a school across 
the channel in Anacortes for the first 
time in her life in 1962. That was the 
year of a “temporary” closure of Guemes 
School, which never reopened, she told 
members of the Guemes Island Histori-
cal Society at the August meeting.

This was a time of difficult adjust-
ment for the children after the closure 
of the school, which was just one of sev-
eral changes to the island during this 
period. 

The island got a larger ferry in 1960; 
that was followed by an influx of retired 
people, and many common areas be-
came private. However, development on 
the island was slow. There were a few at-
tempts to develop Holiday Hideaway, 
but it didn’t receive monetary backing 
until the 1970s and ’80s. 

With the school shut down, the 
Community “Club” and later Brado’s 
Store became the centers of social activ-
ity. Deach says a positive aspect of new 
younger people on the island was an in-
crease in the population of children.

In other Society business, Win An-
derson announced his resignation as 
president, effective at the September 
meeting. He plans to devote more atten-
tion to historical research. Carol Deach 
has expressed an interest in seeking the 
presidency. Artifacts and historical iden-
tification plaques will also be discussed 
at the September 10 meeting, which will 
be at 7:30 p.m. at the Church. 

Ten Teen Activities on Guemes
6. If it’s wet outside (this is Western 

Washington, so rain is somewhat inevi-
table), rent a movie from Anderson’s. 
Have hot chocolate, or milk and pop-
corn. Although a bit childish and cliché, 
warm cookies and cold milk are always a 
good combination.

7. Take pictures. 
8. Have a bonfire on the beach, or 

just in your fireplace. Make s’mores, 
read, or listen to music.

9. Go out during a low tide and ex-
plore. I’ve found eels, jellyfish, starfish, 
crabs, and other wildlife.

10. If you’re up for it, pull an all-
nighter. Use it to get some work done 
(unlikely, I know), or do something 
with your friends.

Editors’ note: Jacqueline, age 17, is 
starting her senior year at Kenmore’s Ingle-
moor High School. Her family has a cabin 
on Cypress Way.

Historical Society 
Update

My Turtle Pet

The author holds Teddy, a western 
painted turtle. Sometime in the 
fall, Shaw plans to put Teddy in a 
natural pond.
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Members of Jacqueline Holmes’s soccer team enjoy a sunset at Cook’s Cove.
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•  in memoriam •

Austen Everett, a fourth-generation Guemes Is-
lander, died August 14 in Colorado. She was 25. 

Born in Seattle on October 28, 1986, Austen 
spent many summers and weekends on Guemes into 
her teenage years. She was known for her outstand-
ing athleticism in many sports. She attended St. Jo-
seph’s School, Blanchet High School, the University 
of California at Santa Barbara, and finally the Uni-
versity of Miami, all the while pursuing her favorite 
sport, soccer.  She became a premier goalie and was 
playing for the Florida Hurricanes when, in 2008, 
she was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

During her illness, she met a soccer player with the San Jose Earthquakes, Matt 
Luzunaris, who lost a younger brother to cancer. Matt and Austen fell in love and 
became partners in support of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 

She returned to the Hurricanes’ practice field in 2009, and the following year 
she and Luzunaris founded the Austen Everett Foundation, dedicated to “serving 
the population of children stricken with severe illness through the empowerment 
(of ) supportive team athletics.”

Survivors include her mother, June Leahy, of Seattle; and her father, Bill (Karen) 
Everett, and brother, Ryan Everett, of Guemes.

Services were held in St. Joseph’s Church in Seattle, on August 23. A memorial 
for Austen on Guemes Island will be announced.

In lieu of flowers a donation in her name may be contributed to her foundation, 
at austeneverettfoundation.org.

Mildred Collins

Austen Everett

Mildred Irene Shoultz Collins died on June 8 at 
home in Anacortes.

She was born July 27, 1929, to Louis and Lillian 
(Gibbons) Shoultz on Guemes Island, where she 
was raised and attended grammar school.

Her attendance at the First Assembly of God 
church is credited with the development of her 
strong faith from early childhood. 

After graduating from Anacortes High School, 
she moved to Seattle, where she married Gene 
McKay. Together they had five children. When they 

later divorced, “Millie” continued to raise the children while working at Boeing.
She later met and married Forrest Collins and began a career as an 18-wheeler 

driver, with Forrest at her side making many trips across the country.  Millie loved 
music and had a lovely singing voice and played the piano, accordion, and mando-
lin. Camping with her children on her Suiattle River lot was another passion. 

The family remembers her “sense of humor, irrepressible optimism, strength, 
fierce independence, and above all, her contentment in whatever circumstances life 
dealt her and the legacy she left to each one by passing on her Christian faith.”

Survivors include sons Lee McKay and Paul McKay; daughters Linda Fischer, 
Brenda (Alan) Schubert, and Monique (Ted) Williamson; brother and sister-in-law 
Marvin and Alice Shoultz of Guemes; sister Frances Reba Shoultz; and nine grand-
children and nine great-grandchildren.

At her request, her life was celebrated with a small family memorial. Arrange-
ments were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.
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Five Years Ago
Volunteer Tom Fouts rolls out his 

mighty Case backhoe to kick off pre-
liminary work on the Fire Department’s 
$40,000 solar-electric backup system.

In a presentation before the Board 
of County Commissioners, Ferry Com-
mittee members poke a $170,000 hole 
in Public Works’ contention that late 
weekday runs added in 2006 would be 
“revenue neutral.” Instead, “the citizens 
who voted overwhelmingly against the 
extension will pay and pay and pay,”  
editorialized The Evening Star.

Sue Roberts honored with People’s 
Choice Award at Arts Festival.

—The Evening Star, September 2007

Ten Years Ago
Strobe and masthead lights aboard 

the troller Icelander are brightly lit in 
good visibility when the anchored ves-
sel, skippered by a sleeping Bob Snell, 
is smashed by a 186-ton dragger west of 
Depot Bay, Oregon. Snell and deckhand 
Chad Goodell manage to row to safety 
aboard the offending Aga in time to see 
their stout 35-ton troller roll over and 
sink. 

A reconstituted Planning Adviso-
ry Committee submits a formal appli-
cation for recognition by the Board of 
County Commissioners. The commit-

tee seeks authorization to undertake 
preparation of an island subarea plan. 
Members are Joost Businger, Roz Glass-
er, Bob Henderson, Steve Orsini, Tim 
Rosenhan, Jackie Wittman, Vic Garcia, 
Marianne Kooiman, and Howard Pel-
lett.

—The Evening Star, September 2002

Fifteen Years Ago
The Gilkey brothers, Charles and 

Mark, are featured in a history of the 
log cabin they built in 1940 (which still 
exists). The cabin sports a five-foot door, 
windows from a family-owned tugboat, 
and hand-peeled logs.

Don Taylor recalls exploring the 
USS Constitution during its visit across 

Guemes Channel in 1933. The ves-
sel that earned fame during the War of 
1812 had just been restored, and was 
visiting ports on both coasts. (Now 215 
years old, it is the oldest naval vessel in the 
world still in commission. —Editor)

—The Evening Star, September 1997

Forty Years Ago
Guemes Islanders Glen Veal and Kit 

Marcinko, new owners of the Anacortes 
Brass Works, envision a bright future for 
original cast-bronze art pieces.

—Anacortes American, July 27, 1972

One Hundred Years Ago
“Chester Blackinton, who owns a 

fine orchard on Guemes, is marketing 
some as fine Gravenstein apples as ever 
grew in the state of Washington, not 
barring Yakima, Wenatchee or any oth-
er. . . .

“There are a number of places in ev-
ery main road on Guemes island where 
two teams cannot pass and this defect 
should be remedied. . . .

“Religion will always disrupt a pub-
lic school. There is something about the 
different brands of religion that will not 
allow them to amalgamate. Cut that sort 
of junk out of the public schools.”

Commentary by Charley Gant, The 
Guemes Tillikum, September 24, 1912

Young Guemes Island entrepreneurs Glen 
Veal (left) and Kit Marcinko examine a sun-
burst medallion designed by Kit.
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